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EDITORIAL NOTE. 



Following the practice of the Publication Committee in previous 
years, this volume includes, besides the official proceedings and the 
papers read at the last annual meeting, some essays and other matter 
contributed during the year. It is hoped that these "contributions to 
State History'* may, in larger measure as the years go on, deserve their 
title, and form an increasingly valuable part of the Society's transac- 
tions. The contributions are intended to include the following kinds 
of material : 

1. Hitherto unpublished letters and other documentary material. 
This part of the volume should supplement the more formal and exten* 
sive publication of official records in the Illinois historical collections, 
which are published by the trustees of the State Historical Library. 

2. Papers of a reminiscent character. These should be selected 
with great care, for memories and reminiscences are at their best an 
imcertain basis for historical knowledge. 

3. Historical essays or brief monographs, based upon the sources 
and containing genuine contributions to knowledge. Such papers shbuld 
be accompanied by foot-notes indicating with precision the authorities 
upon which the papers are based. The use of new and original material 
and the care with which the authorities are cited, will be one of the main 
factors in determining the selection of papers for publication. 

4. Bibliographies. 

5. Occasional reprints of books, pamphlets or parts of books now 
out of print and not easily accessible. 

Circulars letters have been sent out from time to time urging the 
members of the Society to contribute such historical material, and 
appeals for it have been issued in the pages of the Journ<il, The com- 
mittee desires to repeat and emphasize these requests. 

It is the desire of the committee that this annual publication of the. 
Society . supplement, rather than parallel or rival, the distinctty| 
official publications of the State Historical Library. In historical* 
research, as in so many other fields, the best results are likely to be 
achieved through the cooperation of private initiative with publicj 
authority. It was to promote such cooperation and mutual undertaking 
that this Society was organized. Teachers of history, whether in schooW 
or colleges, are especially urged to do their part in bringing to thi^ 
publication the best results of local research and historical scholarship.' 
In conclusion it should be said that the views expressed in the 
various papers are those of their respective authors and not necessarilji^ 
those of the committee. Nevertheless, the committee will be glad to 
receive such corrections of fact or such general criticism as may appeaif 
to be deserved. . ^ * 



CONSTITUTION OF THE ILLINOIS STATE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 



AKTICLE I— NAME AND OBJECTS. 

Section 1. The name of this Society shall be the Illinois State 
HiSTOKicAL Society. 

' Sec. 2. The objects for which it is formed are to excite and 
stimulate a general interest in the history of Illinois; to encourage his- 
torical research and investigation and secure its promulgation; to collect 
and preserve all forms of data in any way bearing upon the history of 
Illinois and its people. 

ARTICLE II— OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY— THEIR 

ELECTION AND DUTIES. 

Section 1. The management of the affairs of the Society shall 
be vested in a board of fifteen directors, of which board the President of 
the Society shall be ex officio a member. 

Sec. 2. There shall be a President and as many Vice Presidents, 
not less than three, as the Society may determine at the annual meet- 
ings. The board of directors, five of whom shall constitute a quorum, 
shall elect its own presiding officer, a Secretary and a Treasurer, and 
shall have power to appoint from time to time such oflScers, agents and 
committees as they may deem advisable, and to remove the same at 
pleasure. 

Sec. 3. The directors shall be elected at the annual meetings and 
the mode of election shall be by ballot, unless by a vote of a majority of 
members present and entitled to vote, some other method may be adopted. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the board of directors diligently 
to promote the objects for which this Society has been formed and to 
this end they shall have power : 

(1) To search out and preserve in permanent form for the use of 
the people of the State of Illinois, facts and data in the history of the 
State and of each county thereof, including the pre-historic periods and 
the history of the aboriginal inhabitants, together with biographies of 
distinguished persons who have rendered services to the people of the 
State. 

(2) To accumulate and preserve for like use, books, pamphlets, 
newspapers and documents bearing upon the foregoing topics. 

(3) To publish from time to time for like uses its own transac- 
tions as well as such facts and documents bearing upon its objects as it 
may secure. 



(4) To accumulate for like use such articles of historic interest 
as may bear upon the history of persons and places within the State. 

(5) To receive by gift, grant, devise, bequest or purchase, books, 
prints, paintings, manuscripts, libraries, museums, moneys and other 
property, real or personal, in aid of the above objects. 

(G) They shall have general charge and control under the direc- 
tion of the Board of Trustees of the Illinois State Historical Library, of 
all property so received and hold the same for the uses aforesaid in 
accordance with an act of the Legislature approved May 16, 1903, en- 
titled, "An Act to add a new section to an act entitled, ^An'Act to estab- 
lish the Illinois State Historical Library and to provide for its care and 
i^naintenance, and to make appropriations therefor,* '^ approved May 25, 
1889, and in force July 1, 1889 ; they shall make and approve all con- 
tracts, audit all accounts and order their payment, and in general see 
to the carrying out of the orders of the Society. They may adopt 
by-laws not inconsistent with this Constitution for the management of 
the affairs of the Society ; they shall fix the times and places for their 
meetings; keep a record of their proceedings, and make report to the 
Society at its annual meeting. 

Sec. 5. Vacancies in the board of directors may be filled by elec- 
tion by the remaining members, the persons so elected to continue in 
office until the next annual meeting. 

Seo. 6. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society, 
and in case of his absence or inability to act, one of the Vice Presidents 
shall preside in his stead, and in case neither President nor Vice Presi- 
dent shall be in attendance, the Society may choose a President jm) 
tempore. 

Sec. 7. The officers shall perform the duties usually devolving 
upon such offices, and such others as may from time to time be prescribed 
by the Society or the board of directors. The Treasurer shall keep a 
strict account of all receipts and expenditures and pay out money from 
the treasury only as directed by the board of directors; he shall submit 
an annual report of the finances of the Society and such other matters 
as may be committed to his custody to the board of directors within 
such time prior to the annual meetings as they shall direct, and after 
auditing the same the said board shall submit said report to the 
Society at its annual meeting. 

ARTICLE III— MEMBERSHIP. 

Section 1. The membership of this Society shall consist of five 
classes, to wit: Active, Life, Affiliated, Corresponding, and Honorary. 

Sec. 2. Any person may become an active member of this Society 
upon payment of such initiation fee not less than one dollar, as shall 
from time to time be prescribed by the board of directors. 

Sec. 3. Any person entitled to be an active member may, upon 
payment of twenty-five dollars, be admitted as a life member with all the 
privileges of an active member and shall thereafter be exempt from 
aimaal dues. 
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Sec. 4. County and other historical societies, and other societies 
engaged in historical or archaeological research or in the preservation 
of the knowledge of historic events, may, upon the recommendation of 
the board of directors be admitted as affiliated members of this Society 
upon the same tenns as to the payment of initiation fees and annual 
dues as active and life members. Every society so admitted shall be 
entitled to one duly credited representative at each meeting of the" 
Society, who shall, during the period of his appointment, be entitled as 
such representative to all the privileges of an active member except that 
of being elected to office; but nothing herein shall prevent such repre- 
sentative becoming an active or life member upon like conditions as 
other persons. 

Seo. 5. Persons not active nor life members but who are willing 
to lend their assistance and encouragement to the promotion of the 
objects of this Society, may, upon recommendation of the board of 
directors, be admitted as corresponding members. 

Sec. 6. Honorary membership may be conferred at any meeting of 
the Society upon the recommendation of the board of directors upon per- 
sons who have distinguished themselves by eminent services or contribu- 
tions to the cause of history. 

Sec. 7. Honorary and corresponding members shall have the privi- 
lege of attending and participating in the meetings of the Society. 

ARTICLE IV— MEETINGS AXD QUORUM. 

Section 1. There shall be an annual meeting of this Society for 
the election of officers, the hearing of reports, addresses and historical 
papers and the transaction of business at such time and place in the 
month of May in each year as may be designated by the board of 
directors, for which meeting it shall be the duty of said board of 
directors to prepare and publish a suitable program and procure the 
services of persons well versed in history to deliver addresses or read 
essays upon subjects germane to the objects of this organization. 

Sec. 2. Special meetings of the Society may be called by the board 
of directors. Special meetings of the boards of directors may be called 
by the President or any two members of the board. 

Sec. 3. At any meeting of the Society the attendance of ten mem- 
bers entitled to vote shall be necessary to a quorum. 

ARTICLE V— AMENDMENTS. 

Section 1. This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds votd 
of the members present and entitled to vote, at any annual meeting: 
Provided, that the proposed amendment shall have first been submitted 
to the board of directors, and at least thirty days prior to such annual 
meeting notice of proposed action upon the same, sent by the Secretary 
to all the members of the Society. 
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AN APPEAL TO THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND 

THE GENERAL PUBLIC 



OBJECTS OF COLLECTION DESIEED BY THE ILLINOIS 
STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY AND SOCIETY. 

(Members please read this appeal.) 

Books and pamphlets on American history, biography, and gene- 
alogy, particularly those relating to the West; works on Indian tribes, 
and American archaeology and ethnology; reports of societies and insti- 
tutions of every kind, educational, economic, social, political, cooperative, 
fraternal, statistical, industrial, charitable; scientific publications of 
states or societies; books or pamphlets relating to all wars in which 
Illinois has taken part, especially material illustrating Illinois^ part in 
the late great world war and the wars with the Indians; privately 
printed works; newspapers; maps and charts; engravings; photographs; 
autographs; coins; antiquities; encyclopedias, dictionaries, and biblio- 
graphical works. Especially do we desire. 

EVERYTHING RELATING TO ILLINOIS. 

1. Every book or pamphlet on any subject relating to Illinois, or 
any part of it; also every book or pamphlet written by an Illinois citizen, 
whether published in Illinois or elsewhere; materials for Illinois history; 
old letters, journals. 

2. Manuscripts; narratives of the pioneers of Illinois; original 
papers on the early history and settlement of the territory; adventures 
and conflicts during the early settlement, the Indian troubles, or the 
War of the Rebellion or other wars ; biographies of the pioneers ; promi- 
nent citizens and public men of every county, either living or deceased, 
together with their portraits and autographs ; a sketch of the settlements 
of every township, village, and neighborhood in the State, with the 
names of the first settlers. We solicit articles on every subject con- 
nected with Illinois historv. 

3. City ordinances, proceedings of mayor and council; reports of 
committees of council; pamphlets or papers of any kind printed by 
authority of the city; reports of boards of trade and commercial asso- 
ciations; maps of cities and plats of town sites or of additions thereto. 

4. Pamphlets of all kinds; annual reports of societies; sermons or 
addresses delivered in the State; minutes of church conventions, synods, 
or other ecclesiastical bodies of Illinois; political addresses; railroad 
reports; all such, whether published in pamphlet or newspaper. 

6. Catalogues and reports of colleges and other institutions of 
leanung; ftylnl1^^ or other reports of school boards, school superinten- 
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dents, and school committees; educational pamphlets, programs and 
papers of every kind, no matter how small or apparently unimportant. 

6. Copies of the earlier laws, journals and reports of our terri- 
torial and State Legislatures ; earlier Governor's messages and reports of 
State oflBcers; reports of State charitable and other State institutions. 

7. Files of Illinois newspapers and magazines, especially complete 
volumes of past years, or single numbers even. Publishers are earnestly 
requested to contribute their publications regularly, all of which will be 
carefully preserved and bound. 

8. Maps of the State, or of counties or townships, of any date; 
views and engravings of buildings or historic places; drawings or photo- 
graphs of scenery; paintings; portraits, etc., connected with Illinois 
history. 

9. Curiosities of all kinds; coins, medals, paintings; portraits; 
engravings; statuary; war relics; autograph letters of our soldiers in 
in the service, or of distinguished persons, etc. 

10. Facts illustrative of our Indian tribes — their history, charac- 
teristics, religion, etc., sketches of prominent chiefs, orators and war- 
riors, together with contributions of Indian weapons, costumes, orna- 
ments, curiosities, and implements ; also, stone axes, spears, arrow heads, 
pottery, or ether relics. 

In brief, everything that, by the most liberal construction, can 
illustrate the history of Illinois, its early settlement, its progress, or 
present condition. All will be of interest to succeeding generations. 
Contributions will be credited to the donors in the published reports 
of the Library and Society, and will be carefully preserved in the State 
house as the property of the State, for the use and benefit of the people 
for all timi-. 

Members of the Society are urged to help in the preservation of all 
historical material relating to the part taken by Illinois in the World 
war. Now is the time for this work. 

Communicctions or gifts may be addressed to the Librarian and 
Secretary. 

(Mrs.) Jessie Palmer Weber. 
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TWENTIETH ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING OF THE 
ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY. . 



The annual business meeting of the Illinois State Historical Society 
was called to order in the Supreme Court Eoom, Springfield, Illinois, at 
10:30 o'clock, May 12, 1919, the President of the Society, Dr. Otto L. 
Schmidt, presiding. Doctor Schmidt called the meeting to order and 
asked the Secretary, Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber, to read the minutes of 
the last meeting, which she did. Mrs. Weber called the attention of the 
members of the Society to the fact that last year was a special centennial 
meeting, the annual business meeting being held on the Ifith of May. 

On motion, the minutes were approved and placed on file. 

The President then called for the report of the Secretary, which 
was read. Mrs. Weber stated that in the report of the Secretary given 
last year a great deal of the present report was incorporated but that 
she would repeat it as it may be of interest. It had been read to the 
directory and by them referred to the Society. On motion, it was ap- 
proved and placed on file. 

The report of the Genealogical Committee was called for by the 
President. Miss Georgia L. Osborne, chairman of that committee, gave 
her report. It was moved and seconded that this report be received and 
placed on file. 

Further reports were called for. Mrs. Weber made the report for 
the program committee. 

Doctor Schmidt asked that Mrs. Weber make a few remarks on the 
progress of the work on the Centennial Building. lie stated that after 
many many years there was now the promise of a pennanent home for 
the Society. 

Mrs. Weber spoke of the crowded condition of the Library and said 
ic now looked as though the realization of the dream of many years was 
to come to pass. The plans for the new building arc practically ready, 
although plans for the interior are not entirely completed. Mr. Edgar 
S. Martin, the State Architect, has taken great interest in the work of 
the Library. He is much interested in Lincoln, and it is a labor of 
love for him. The building will provide for the State Historical Li- 
brary, Natural History Museum, the State Library and the State Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction. There will be adequate book stacks, 
a beautiful small assembly room which will take care of about 500 and 
will be used for meetings of the Society, and various other purposes 
for which a small assembly room will be convenient. Adequate stacks, 
consultation and study rooms, directors* rooms, facilities for shipping 
and above all i>rovided. Mrs. Weber said she 

shoiUd Pfl* ^he storage is very import- 

ant^ fhf it, it is hoped in this 
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building, which will be a really modern lire proof building, with all that 
the term implies. Mrs. Weber spoke also of a Department of Archives, 
but stated that this matter was not entirely settled and said that the 
Secertary of State, in his official capacity, is the legal custodian of the 
archives. It has been suggested that a conference of archivists and 
historians be called in this city and tliat Mr. Emmerson be invited to 
issue the call and the matter of State Archives be thrashed out. A few 
years ago a bill was passed authorizing county authorities to deposit in 
the Historical Library archives which were no longer necessary for their 
current business. This law is not mandatory and so far no county com- 
missioners have been anxious to part with these records. They say 
"your state house is no more fire proof than our court house.' 

Mrs. Weber told how from time to time the Historical Society and 
Library have been compelled to decline gifts when the provision that the 
gift be placed in a fire proof building was one of the conditions. She 
stated that all of these objections would be removed within the next few 
years with the completion of the Centennial Memorial Building. One 
of the principal features of this building will be a Lincoln Hall^ where 
will be shown our Lincoln relics, etc. Mrs. Weber then said that she 
would be glad to answer questions but that she was not enough of an 
architect to answer technical ones. She stated that the building will 
be beautiful and memorial in its character. The back of the building 
will be devoted to office rooms, etc. 

Doctor Schmidt stated that the report of the chairman of the 
Illinois State Historical Library was in order, but that Professor Greene 
was not present at that time and his report would have to be deferred. 
He asked if there were any other reports. Tliere being none the Society 
proceeded to the transaction of miscellaneous business. The President 
asked if there were anv matters which anv of the members would care 
to bring up for discussion. 

Mr. Ensley Moore of Jacksonville thought that the matter of the 
county archives ought to be under the authority of the county judge. 
He stated that as a general rule the county commissioners were not the 
kind of men to take care of those things and thought this matter shoidd 
be looked into. If necessary, he thought this change should be made 
by law, making the county judge the custodian of the county archives. 

Mr. Dixon of Chicago, who is very much interested in genealogy, 
told of an experience of his at a county seat of one of the sister states 
and which he thought possibly occurred frequently in Illinois. The 
county he visited had recently erected a new court house and he had 
occasion to consult some of the earlier marriage records and land recorda. 
He was informed that when the records were moved into the new oonit 
house they ordered all of the old marriage records destroyed and he WM 
told that some of the land records which were mildewed mi^t as wdl 
be destroyed. Practically all their records previous to 1850 wePB dit 
stroyed. , 

Doctor Schmidt said he was glad Mr. Dixon spoke of fl 
He stated that about eight years ago the State Historical lAk 
of the countv records of the State examined bv Messrs. J 
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and that their report was published. He said he thought it would be 
well that all of the people of the nation read that report, as it would 
show the neglect of these most importaiit records. He stated that the 
subject was a complicated one and that action should be taken by legis- 
lation. That there should be a central organization to take charge of 
such records. In the report referred to, statement is made that the 
records of a number of county seats had been destroyed up to a later 
date even than 1850, and in other instances some of the earliest records 
in the State had been lost and officials do not know what they repre- 
sented or where they are. There is no law that can be brought to bear 
on these county officials. In Missouri, through the efforts of Judge 
Douglas, the old records from St. Genevieve, New Madrid and other 
places have been deposited in the Missouri Historical Society at St. 
Louis, but that has not been possible in this State although attempts 
have been made by the Society. 

Mr. Ensley Moore of Jacksonville moved that a committee on county 
archives be appointed, the President and Secretary of the Society to be 
ex ollicio members of that committee. This motion was seconded and 
carried. 

Doctor Schmidt asked Mr. Moore if it was the sense of his motion 
that the President appoint this conmiittee and Mr. Moore stated that 
it was. 

Mrs. Weber then took up the subject of the war records and asked 
for expressions from the members on this subject. 

Mrs. I. 6. Miller of Springfield stated that she found that it was 
the sentiment of soldiers who were in camps in this country but who had 
never gone across (although willing to go but for reasons best known 
to the officials of the Union were never sent), that they ought not to be 
in that book. She said that she had this to contend with in her own 
family, her son and many of his friends contending that they sliould not 
be in such a history. 

Mrs. Weber told of her nephew a volunteer in the navy who said 
"I didn^t do Uncle Sam any good but I did my best.^' She said, "They 
are entitled to enrollment and were a part of the army. Mrs. Miller^s 
son is too modest." 

Mr. George W. Smith of Carbondale then spoke. He felt that the 
collection of clippings, etc., would be a poor way to preserve the material 
on the war history. That in the course of time^it would be next to im- 
possible to do anything with material so collected as it would be dis- 
jointed and disconnected. He told that in some counties such material 
was being commercialized. In Jackson County they are gathering up 
photographic material, biographical sketches, histories of campaigns, all 
to be put into a book and sold, the subscribers themselves to pay for it. 

He stated that in most cases the matter of funds interfered with 
the collection of this material as far as private individuals was con- 
cerned. It takes time and is expensive. He suggested that some organi- 
zations in each county appoint an official collector to make tiiis 
history. Lof* be gathered up by these men and saved 
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thai oihorwiso wouM bo lost. Ho thoii;:lu tlio wholo movement lacke< 
organization. Suniobody oiiglit to tliiuk out a plan for uniformity, th< 
work TO bo »lono locally if ]K)ssiblo. 

]Mrs. Wobor suggested that a county scrap book might contain \ 
mauu^oript history of war activities, liberty loan drives. Bed Cross 
children's war gardens, any and all activities along this line. 

Mr. Smith said there was no trouble now in getting the typewrittei 
material to be put in bound volumes. lie thought definite and nnifori] 
instructions should be sent out. 

Mrs. Weber told of the circular that she had sent out. Mr. Smitl 
stated that nothin? liad been done in his count v. 

Mrs. Weber spoke of the collections of the State Council of Defens 
and of the Adjutant General's records and said that she could see n< 
reason why it should not be possible to have county scrap books wit) 
manuscript accounts of the various war organizations. She said tha 
it should be the dutv of somebodv in each countv, even if the Historica 
Society does not do it, to get the organizations to turn over these book 
and wo will have an incomplete but at the same time a good source bool 
for each of tho 10'2 counties of the State. She said she would like i 
commit toe a]>pointe«i to take up this work. 

IWtor Schmidt said that Illinois had been derelict in gatheriuj 
war material. He sjiid that the State Council of Defense had intended 
to do this work and that its chairman, Mr. Insull. had planned it, thu 
dividing the work into tho civilian part of the work and the militarr pari 
Ho told how the adjoining states had taken hold of this matter, th 
State of ^linnosota planning at ono time to send their secretary t 
Franco. Wisconsin. Michigan and Iowa are working hard in f^therin) 
this material. He also spvike of tho bill Ivforo the Illinois House o 
Koprcsontativos for undertaking thi> work on a larger scale and thu 
to roach into each of the counties. 

Mrs. WeWr told how tho material irathoroil bv the State Historica 
Society would K* s«.»uroe material for the preparation of historical work 
by tho historian and asked that a commitioo l»e appointed. 

Mrs. Arthur lluntimrton sugiiostod that a uniform scrap book coult 
ho oasilv obiaintHl bv tho llistorivai Sociotv suirszosiinir the size, etc. 

Mr. II. K, l>arkor of Springilold asked if the work of Xellie Browi 
PuiT It id not applv in this oaso, 

Mrs. Wo:vr statc-tl that tlio w.rk of Miss DutT was confined t 
S:i!^.:,^^::.on rour.ty ar.d that lots of matori:;! that wo would get she coul( 
•;o: : ;ir.^i laTrr Miss l>;i:T wn;:'i; ^.^ir.v :•' :hv IIis:orii:-al Library ani 
wo::l.: lull :nMn tho o ■Iviilrv: maio l-y tha: o.oparnnent such materia 
;;> sh-' vvvu'.i wish to ::so in hr r o'^n;^i'a::^ :i. 

Mr. II. K. Harkor thon made a mo: ion that a cv>mmittee of five i 
bo oaVii'l tho CoTriniiiTio i«!i War luvorv'.s ho a'.^voiv.ted. 

This iv.i'V;. :i \v;-s M\.'!^hv. hy Airs. 1. G. ^li'hr and carried. 

Piv: r >t ' . TV : .^, : : h < :i n - k o-.: i :' : h oro w ;■ s :■ : .y : v. r : h»?r business. Ther 
1 ■ :._: :ir!:' Vo ;-<V;td tha: s,iv;0 .. r.o ir.v^v,-- :ha: :i Nor.vlnating Committe 
bo :-.' :^. ir.TOih Tlii"^ n:.:*.. v. m;i< iv.:;»h- hy Mr. Goorge W. Smith ani 
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Doctor Schmidt appointed Mrs. Isabel Jamison, Mrs. I. G. Miller, 
Mr. Henry Conway, Mr. L. J. Freese, Mr. J. H. Collins. Mr. Collins 
having left the meeting Mr. H. E. Barker was appointed in his place. 

While the Nominating Committee was deliberating the program 
for the morning was continued. Mr. George A. Lawrence a close 
friend and neighbor of Col. Clark E. Carr of Galesburg, gave a memorial 
on Colonel Carr, late honorary president of the Society. 

Mr. Clinton L. Conkling of Springfield moved that the thanks of 
the Society be tendered to Mr. Lawrence for his admirable address. 
Carried. 

Doctor Schmidt asked that those assembled rise and stand for a few 
moments in deep respect for the memory of Colonel Carr. This being 
done he called attention to the fact that the Society had lost by death 
Judge J 0. Humphrey who was always at the service of the Society and 
worked largely for the historical interests of the State. He asked again 
that the audience arise and stand for a few moments out of respect for 
the memory of Judge Humphrey. 

The report of the Nominating Committee was called for and Mrs. 
Jamison, the chairman of the committee stated that it was the desire* 
of the committee to nominate the oflBcers who had served the Society 
so well and faithfully for the past year. 

Doctor Schmidt asked what should be done with the report of the 
Nominating Committee. Mr. James M. Graham of Springfield moved 
the adoption of the report of the chairman of the committee which 
was made unanimous and the Secretary was authorized to cast the ballot 
of the Society for the election of the officers nominated by the committee. 

This she did and the officers as suggested by the nominating com- 
mittee were declared duly elected. 

Mrs. Weber read the paper prepared by Mrs. Joseph T. Bowen, 
Chairman Woman's Committee Council National Defense, Illinois 
Division and member of the Illinois Council of Defense, who was not 
able to be present. 

Judge Michael Girten of Chicago stated that word had been received 
of the illness of President E. J. James and thought that it would be 
appropriate if the Historical Society would send a telegram of condo- 
lence and best wishes. The motion of Judge Girten was seconded and 
carried and Mrs. Weber the Secretary of the Society was instructed to 
send the telegram. 

Doctor Schmidt asked that a vote of thanks be extended to Mrs. 
Bowen for her paper. Mr. Graham moved that a vote of thanks be 
extended to Mrs. Bowen for her remarkable paper. Seconded and 
carried. 

There being no further business the Society adjourned to meet 
at the afternoon session. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY. 



To the Board of Directors of the Illinois State Historical Society, 

Gentlemen : On May 19, 1899, almost exactly twenty years ago, 
a few persons interested in the History of Illinois met at the University 
of Illinois, Urbana, in response to a call issued at the State University 
and signed by Judge H. W. Beckwith, fe. J. James, George N. Black, 
E. B. Greene, J. 0. Cunningham, J. H. Burnham, David McCulloch 
and others interested in State history to form an Illinois State His- 
torical Society. 

The Illinois State Historical Library had then been in existence 
nearly ten years. The three members of the board of trustees of the 
Library were among the signers of the call. A temporary organization 
was formed with H. W. Beckwith of Danville, President, and E. B. 
Greene of the University of Illinois as Secretary. These officers were 
made permanent officers at the regular meeting of the Society held in 
Peoria the January following. 

The Society has had five Presidents, Judge H. W. Beckwith, Dr. 
J. F. Snyder, Gen. Alfred Orendorff, Col. Clark E. Carr and Dr. 0. L. 
Schmidt. 

As I have stated the first Secretary was Prof. E. B. Greene. In the 
absence abroad of Professor Greene, Prof. J. W. Putnam served as Sec- 
retary. He was succeeded by J. McCan Davis, and in 1903 the present 
Secretary was elected. 

In 1900 the Secretary reported that there were about sixty mem- 
bers of all classes. Today in my report you will learn that we have 
about fifteen hundred members and we have never made a membership 
campaign. 

The Society is the largest State Historical Society in point of 
numbers in the United States. 

At this our twentieth annual meeting the Secretary has the usual 
story of progress. In the Journal mention is made of the principal hap- 
penings of the Society and this report must be a repetition of much of 
this information and of that transmitted to the Board of Trustees of the 
Library in my report as Librarian. 

The Centenary of the State. 

The observance of the Centennial of the State was an important 
part of the work of the Society for the year 1918. The Historical 
Society observed in cooperation with the Centennial Commission, De- 
cember 3, 1917, April 17-18, 1918, and December 3, 1918. 

The Historical Society also cooperated with the Springfield Minis- 
terial Union in the observance of a Eoosevelt Memorial meeting held in 
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B State ArsL'iial, February 0, ISlif. As you, of course, remember, our 
principal meeting of the Centennial year was on April IS, the Centenary 
of the Enabling Act. This was our special Centennial meeting. The 
ConBtitution of the Society requires that the regular annual meeting be 
'uld in May each year. Accordingly on May 15, 1918, a meeting wae 
Mid, a very email one, it is true, but a sufficient number of members of 
3 Society were present to constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
BmsineEg. 

The principal matter brought before the regular meeting was the 

Mestion of the collection and presen'atiou of the history of the part 

uten by Illinois in the great World War. Of this I will sjieak later. 

She special Centennial meeting was a notable one. The plan of the 

peeting was to have addresses from representatives of Virginia, and the 

Btsti'S of the old Northwest Territory, of which Illinois had once been 

B part. Connecticut and New York had claims to parts of the Northwest 

Territory, though rather shadowy ones as far as it related to territory 

OS far west as Illinois, The result of this plan was the presence of 

rep resentatives from these various States, who gave us some splendid 

^Wresses which are printed in the Transactions of the Society. 

^H The President of the Society, who is also chairman ot the Centen- 

^Kl Conuniesion, called the meeting to order and preeided over the tneet- 

^Bg of April 17. On the evening of the IStb, he introduced Governor 

^pDwden as the presiding officer of the Centennial meeting and the Gov- 

^nnor introduced the speakers of that evening. 

H Mr. H. J. Eckenrode represented Virginia, Prof, Elbert J, Benton 
^n the Western Reserve TTniversity represented Ohio; Mr. Charles W. 
Jp oores, Indiana, and Prof. Allen Johnson of Yale University repre- 
^Blted Connecticut. All mndt- admirable addressee. The Centennial 
^^^resa was presented by Mr. Edgar A. Bancroft, His subject was 
^BUinois. the Land of Men." 

^B A letter from President Jxilm H, Fiiiley of the University of New 
^Krk was read. Mr. Finley had eipect«d to attend the meeting, but 
^Hiv cnltcd away to head tlie Palestine Relief Expedition. He was bom 
^K Illinois and retains his devotion to his native State, though his 
^Bies take him far away from his beloved prairies, 
^V A most inspiring address was delivered by M. I/)uis Aubert of the 
^nench High Commission to the United States. Its title was a "Mes- 
Hus From France." Mr. Aubert surprised everyone by his knowledge 
WSi Illinois History and the message he brought was touching and in- 
Kring. 

^m It would be interesting to recount for you the different observancea 
Bbri thoHG held by different local associations throughont the State, 
^Mtt I will only mention those in which the Historical Society officially 
mptk part 

K On December 3, l!tl8, Illinois compltted her first Century of Stato- 
Hpod. A meeting was held in the House of Representatives, with Oov- 
|raor Lowden as presiding officer. Lieutenant Governor John G. 
Hnlesby gBv« an historical address on the office of Lieutenant Governor 
HTthe State. Hon. Jamea H. Cartwright told us about the Supreme 
^MQrt of Illinois btiJ Speaker of the House, Hon. David B. Shanahan 






gave an address on the office of Speaker of the House, and an account 
of the eminent men who have occupied that position. 

The principal address of the occasion was by President John H. 
Finley, who had but a short time before returned from his mission to 
Palestine, and thus was able to make one of the principal addresses 
during the Centennial obsen-ance of his native State. Governor Lowden 
was much gratified at the success of the Centennial observance to which 
he gave enthusiastic support. 

Membership. 

The membership of the Society grows, though not rapidly, as we 
make no campaigns for members. Our publications, which of course 
are sent to all members of the Society, are so expensive, paper, labor 
and all printing materials have advanced to such an extent during the 
war, with no apparent decrease in sight, as to make our publications 
real luxuries. 

When the Centennial Memorial building is completed and we have 
adequate quarters, we ought to make a campaign for members. At 
present very large editions of our volumes are out of the question, on 
account of their expense, lack of storage and shipping space, lack of 
library force to handle the books, and many other reasons. 

Some of our members constantly work in the Societ/s interest, tell- 
ing the best citizens of the State of its work and interesting them. This 
results in many new and desirable members, who are most welcome. 

The membership now includes: Nineteen honorary members, 
twenty life members, 1466 annual members. This list includes officials 
of the State of Illinois to whom publications are sent; and in addition 
there are 273 newspaper or Press Association members, 353 Libraries 
and Historical Societies in Illinois, to which we send our publications; 
and 158 Libraries and Historical Societies outside the State to which 
we send our publications on an exchange basis. A total of 2289 volumes 
are sent. Our editions are but three thousand, and so we are left only 
about seven hundred copies above our first distribution. These are soon 
exhausted. As we have practically no storage space, and are storing preci- 
ous material in warehouses out in town, we cannot keep large supplies 
of our back numbers on hand, so they are soon out of print. Some time 
ago one of our members, Mr. H. E. Barker, advertised for publications 
of the Library and Society. I protested, saying if the State gives them 
away and you pay for them, you will place us in an embarrassing posi- 
tion, but he said I need not have been concerned, as none were presented 
for purchase. 

Of course in the case of the death of a member of the Society and 
the sale of his effects or his library, our publications come on the market, 
but not in large quantities, and they command respectable prices. Tlie 
book dealers' catalogues sometimes list them, but not more frequently 
than happens with all historical publications, or I believe it may be said, 
not more often than any other serial publications. I have never seen a 
complete set of the Library and Society publications offered for sale. 
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The Transactions of the Society for last year, 1918, are printed, 
waiting only for the Index. It will be an interesting number, as it con- 
tains the Centennial addresses. 

The Journal is several numbers behind, but we are hoping to catch 
up and be on time within this year. The Centennial work has taken 
mucli time, and as you all know State printing is slow and when a 
piece of work is begun there are many vexations and delays. There is 
still another reason. The editor of the Journal earnestly requests more 
active cooperation from the Society. Contributions and suggestions are 
much desired. The editor is proud of the Journal and receives many 
kind and appreciative letters commending it. It is the organ of the 
Illinois State Historical Society and the editors wish it to be repre- 
sentative of the organization. It is your magazine. Help it to become 
a better representative of you. 

The othcers of the Society would like suggestipus from the members 
for addresses for the annual meetings, both as to interesting or neglected 
topics and competent speakers. 

Deaths of Members. 

The Historical Society has suffered severely since my last report in 
its loss of members by the hand of death. Our beloved Honorary Presi- 
dent, Clark E. Carr, passed away on March 28, 1919. Mr. Lawrence 
will address the Society on the services of Colonel Carr. Judge J Otis 
Humphrey of Springfield passed away on June 14, 1918. Judge Hum- 
phrey was a native of Morgan County, Illinois. He was born December 
30, 1850, the son of William and Sarah Stocker Humphrey. Judge 
Humphrey was in his sixty-eighth year. The Humphrey family is of 
English extraction. The great grandfather of J Otis Humphrey was a 
Major in the Ehode Island Infantry in the War of the iievolution. 
Judge Humphrey graduated at Shurtleff College, Upper Alton, Illinois, 
and taught in that institution after his graduation. He studied law in 
Springfield in the office of Bobinson, Knapp and Shutt, one of the most 
prominent legal firms in Central Illinois. In 1883, Mr. Humphrey 
formed a legal partnership with Henry S. Greene, a distinguished law- 
yer, and this partnership continued for sixteen years. 

Mr. Humphrey as a young man had the happy faculty of inspiring 
the confidence and respect of older men. He was a great favorite with 
Hon. Milton Hay, and of Senator Shelby M. Cullom. He was very 
prominent in Republican politics in this State until his appointment 
by President McKinley in 1897 as Judge of the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of Illinois. Mr. Humphrey belonged to 
a number of fraternal organizations. He was a very prominent member 
of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and was a member of the 
Masonic fraternity. 

Judge Humphrey was one of the group of devoted men who in 1909 
formed the Lincoln Centennial Association to perpetuate, by yearly 
meetings on Lincoln's birthday, the name of Lincoln and the significance 
of the observance of his natal day. Judge Humphrey was president of 

organization from its founding until his death. 
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He was very active in the affairs of his church, the Central Baptist 
Church in Springfield. He loved his native State and its history. He 
was an early member of the Historical Society. He prepared and read 
at the annual meeting of the Society, 1907, an able paper on the Baptist 
pioneer preacher and teacher, John Mason Peck, the founder of Shurt- 
leff College. This address is published in the Societ/s Transactions for 
that year. 

Judge Humphrey was married in 1879 to Miss Mary E. Scott, the 
daughter of the Eev. A. H. Scott, a Baptist clergyman. Mr. and Mrs. 
Humphrey had five children. A son, 0. Scott Humphrey, a soldier in 
the service of the United States, who is still in France, and four daugh- 
ters, Mary, Maude and Grace Hiunphrey, and Euth, the wife of Mr. 
Booth Grunendike. 

Judge Humphrey's chief happiness was in his family, and he took 
great pride in the work and attainments of his children. Mrs. Hum- 
phrey died in February, 1919. An adequate address on Judge Hum- 
phrey's career will be published in the JoumaZ of the Society in an early 
number. 

Biographical notices are published in the Journal. Please inform 
the Secretary if you have knowledge of the death of one of our members. 
Other members as far as known to me who have died since my last re- 
port are : 

Avery N. Beebe, Yorkville, HI., April 14, 1919. 

Charles A. Bond, Chicago, September 25, 1918. 

Mrs. J. McCan Davis, Chicago, September 23, 1918. 

Dr. W. 0. Ensign, Rutland, May 8, 1918. 

Miner S. Gowin, McCune, Kansas, July 23, 1918. 

Robert A. Gray, Blue Mound, December 3, 1918^ 

Ernest Hertzberg, Chicago, June 25, 1918. 

John T. McComb, Chicago, 1918. 

Miss Louise Maertz, Quincy, 1918. 

James H. Matheny, Springfield, December 11, 1918. 

Edwin S. Munroe, Joliet, October 4, 1918. 

William A. Vincent, Chicago, March 21, 1919. 

John F. Wicks, Decatur, February 5, 1919. 

(Mt. Wicks was Secretary, Macon County Historical Society, a 
devoted and indefatigable historical worker.) 

C. E. Wilson, Mattoon, 1918. 

COLLECTIOX OF HISTORICAL MATERIAL RELATING TO THE GllEAT WaK. 

Members of the Society, one of the most important pieces of his- 
torical work that is before you, one of the most important tasks that 
has confronted this or any Historical Society is the collection and pre- 
servation of material relating to the history of the great war just ending. 
A circular has been sent you calling your attention to this work. I make 
no further recommendations. It is rather, now, your duty to discuss 
this question in all its phases. The history of all the war activities if 
wanted. Letters, diaries, photographs of soldiers, all records and oSSc 
reports, military matters, civilian war relief associations and chile 
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work. The circular letter sent you was only suggestive. If this Society 
can do any practical work it is this war history work. If some skilled 
historian shall write the history, it is our part and our duty to collect 
and preserve the material from which it can be written. 

Members of the Society, I know you are interested in the work. 
Show your interest. Contribute to the Society by your presence at the 
meetings, and advice and suggestions. We have a strong and highly 
representative membership, let us make it the most effective. 
Very respectfully, 

Jessie Palmer Weber, 
Secretary Illinois State Historical Society. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GENEALOGY. 



To the Members of the Illinois State Historical Society: 

I wish to report to the Society that we have published, and it will 
be ready for distribution in a short time, a supplemental list of the 
genealogical material in the Illinois State Historical Library. This 
will be No. 25 of the publications of the library and a supplement to 
publication No. 18, published in 1914. 

This is a small edition but will be generally distributed to the 
libraries of the State and to those on our regular exchange list such as 
State Libraries and Societies, and to such members of the Historical 
Society as are working along this line. 

Our reference work by mail increases, and we try to give it as much 
attention as we can, consistent with our other duties in the library. 

As our books do not leave the department this necessitates a great 
deal of research work, besides the time given to copying the material 
necessary in order to supply the desired information. 

We have had lately many valuable contributions in our Journal 
from members of the Society in the way of articles on family history. 
These have attracted attention, and many inquiries have been made con- 
cerning the writers and asking for additional information. We are still 
in search of county histories (which give biographical sketches of the 
pioneer families) in the southern states and those comprising the 
states that were formerly a part of the Northwest Territory. 

As we mentioned in our last report, Mr. Ensley Moore continues 
in his newspaper articles in the Jacksonville Journal to contribute to 
the history of Morgan County the records of old families and events, 
which he sends to the department. I trust this will be taken up by other 
members of the Society in the various counties of the State and by them 
sent to us to be of use to students, working along genealogical lines. 

I would suggest that the Committee on Genealogy in the Society 
be reorganized, as many on this committee like Mrs. E. S. Walker and 
Mrs. E. G. Crabbe have left the State, and others are unable to serve. 

We appreciate the help we have received at different times from the 
members of the Society and ask their further cooperation, so that we 
can make this department of the library still more useful to students 
and workers. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Georgia L. Osborne, 

Chairman, Genealogical Committee, lllinoifi 

State Historical Society, 
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PROGRAM. 

Order of Exercises. 

SUPREME COURT BUILDING. 

Tuesday, May 20, 1919. 
Db. O. L. Schmidt, President of the Society, Presiding. 

9:00 o'clock A. M. 
Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Society. 

10:00 o'clock A. M. 

Annual Business Meeting of the Society. 
Reports of Officers. 
Reports of Committees. 
Miscellaneous Business. 
Election of Officers. 

A Memorial of the Life and Services of Clark E. Carr, Late Honorary 

President of the Society Mr. George A. Lawrence 

A Sketch of the History of Woman's Work in the Illinois State council 

of Defense Mrs. Joseph T. Bowen 

Chairman, Woman's Committee Council National Defense, Illinois 
Division, and Member State Council of Defense. 

Mrs. Bowen's address will be read by the Secretary of the Society. 

12:45 o'clock P. M. 

Luncheon at the St. Nicholas Hotel. 

Price Seventy-five Cents. 

(Please make reservations through the Secretary of the 

Society as early as possible.) 

SUPREME COURT ROOM. 

2:30 o'clock P. M. 

The Life and Services of Joseph Duncan, Governor of Illinois, 1834- 

1838 Miss Elizabeth Duncan Putnam 

Davenport, Iowa. 

Songs Mrs. Mose Salzenstein 

Some Phases of Agricultural Development of Illinois Since the Civil 

War Dean Eugene Davenport 

University of Illinois. 
Music. 

William Murray, Trader and Land Speculator in Illinois 

Miss Anna Edith Marks 

University of Illinois. 

8:00 o'clock P. M. 

Centennial Music Mrs. Westenberger 

Annual Address — The Scots and Their Descendants in Illinois 

Mr. Thomas C. MacMillan 

Chicago, Illinois. 

Music Mr. Ridgely Hudson 

Reception — In Supreme Court Building. . 



PART II 

Papers Read at the Annual Meeting, 

May 20, 1919 
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THE SCOTS AND THEIR DESCENDANTS IN ILLINOIS. 



[Thomas C. MacMiixan, M. A., LL. D.] 

The pages of American history contain the names of men of Scottish 
birth and blood, whose notable achievements have reflected credit upon 
the land and race of their forebears; and, we may venture to add, have 
shed luster upon the cherished country of their adoption. In almost 
every decade of America's development, subsequent to Great Britain's 
entrance upon the scene of action, are to be found records of the enter- 
prises here of Scotland's sons. 

Full and cheerful recognition is accorded the varied and valuable 
contributions of other European peoples to the upbuilding of the several 
Commonwealths, which, nearly a century and a half ago, united to form 
our Nation. What is here asked for is a fair consideration of the claims 
of Scotsmen for the services rendered by their fellow countrymen and 
their descendants in this undertaking; and a just recognition of their 
share in the preparation for, and the creation and construction of the 
United States. 

The Scot in America has ever been so occupied in making general 
and local history that he has not given much, if any, time or attention to 
the writing of his own history. It has come to pass that historical data 
concerning the Scot, in the earlier years of his advent to these shores, 
y\ere not collected, and preserved, by those most interested, to such an 
extent as we would have desired. However, we may catch glimpses of 
him here and there; occasional mention; incidental reference; until, in 
recent times, his personality is more clearly revealed and his influence 
traced. 

When. the earlier Scots emigrated to the American Colonies, they 
but responded to the racial instinct of expansion, and accepted the oppor- 
tunity to establish themselves as free-holders. With them religious and 
civil liberty had ever been a master passion. As "political prisoners" 
many were transported hitherward by Charles I, by Cromwell, by 
Charles II, and by James II. As pioneers, they became independent. 
As patriots, with such a heritage, they grew into leadership. As State- 
builders, they had some considerable share in the establishment of the 
new Republic. We may guess, that those who were able, were also ready, 
to aid their less fortunate f ellow-countr>Tnen ; and did so; for, in 1657, 
the Scot's Charitable Society, of Boston, was established, and continued 
to do a service of untold help and hope to the expatriated ship-loads 
of Scotia's sons who were practically slaves, sent here to work for the 
alreadv settled colonists. 

From Bunker Hill to Port Royal, and from Manhattan to the AUe- 
ghenies, when the Revolutionary W^ar began, there was scarcely a thriv- 
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ing community in all that region which did not have settlers of the 
Scottish race. To enumerate them would be but to repeat the name of 
every important district. They readily adapted themselves to pioneer 
conditions. Their native parish administration, with its larger shire 
(county) system, made it an easy matter for them to understand, to 
adopt, and to put into successful operation, the New England town- 
meeting, and the Virginia coimty organization. 

It has well been pointed out by Scottish writers, that the early 
emigrants from the home-land traversed the Atlantic in two main 
streams. One came direct from Scotland. The other was by way of the 
extreme northeast Province of Ireland, called Ulster. At this point, 
Scotland and Ireland are separated from each other by channels which 
are only from twelve to twenty miles or so in width. Intercourse between 
the two coimtries has always been easy and frequent. It is not either our 
l)rovince or our purpose to enter into the details of how Ulster came to 
be peopled by Scotsmen. It is merely necessary to state that the Scots 
who crossed over to Ulster took with them their own language, literature, 
laws, religion, customs, and occupations, and maintained them there. 

The Hon. Whitelaw Reid (quoted by Rev. D. MacDougall, in his 
(admirable work, "Scots and Scots' Descendants in America*') remarks: 
**If these Scottish and Presbyterian colonists (who went from Scotland 
to Ulster) must be called Irish because they had been one or two gen- 
erations in the North of Ireland, then the Pilgrim Fathers, who had 
been one generation or more in Holland, must by the same reasoning be 
called Dutch, or at the very least *English-Dutch.' " 

This much is said to explain the substantial unity of the Scotch, 
and those whom Americans popularly designate as the "Scotch-Irish,*' 
but who more appropriately may be called ^TJlster-Scots." It will require 
slight reflection, therefore, to suggest the oneness of these peoples, and 
to indicate the impossibility of separating them nationally and historic- 
ally. The battles waged by these strains of Covenanters — that is, those 
religious and civil reformers, who believed in, and subscribed to, what 
was Scotland's Declaration of Independence, known as the "Solemn 
League and Covenant" — before, during and after those years called "the 
killing time,'* because of its martyrdoms and persecutions, had prepared 
them for the contests in America in which they ranged themselves in the 
ranks of the Colonial Patriots against what were familiar to them as 
royal aggressions. The blood of thousands of Scotland's devoted sons 
and daughters has dyed the heather of her glens and bens, as witness 
that they determined to continue the struggle imtil the dawn of the 
day sung in heroic verse by Robert Bums, their nation's bard : 

"When man to man, the world o'er, 
Will brithers be, for a' that." 

As our story has to do largely with the results of the American 
Revolution, we may be pardoned for what may seem to be a digression. 
The well-informed student of our national history does not need to be 
reminded that four of Washington's major-generals, at the time of dis- 
charge, were Scottish : Henry Knox (Mass.) ; William Alexander* 
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. J.J; Alesandtr MacDougall (X. Y.; and Anliur St. Clair (Fn.)- 
[acDougall's "Scots and Scots' Descendants"). 

It is also to be notod that this race, besides its signers of the 
deration of Independence, and other patriots, gave Washinjfton 
y-five other generals; "three out of four incmbors of his cabinet; 
e out of five Judges of Iho first Supreme Court;" (Herbert N. 
mu iu "Life ajid Woi-k n£ Cjnis Uall McComiick," p. 20) ; while 
e British Colonial Governors, who ser\ed before, and, under Provi- 
lace, prepared the way for the Revolution, more than forty were of 
tottish birth and blood. 

The historj- of Illinois, during the period of early French occupa- 

1, would, be incomplete were there no reference to, and no understajid- 

j of, the relation to it of John Law, author of tlie so-called "Miaaia- 

I Scheme," and its successor, the "South Sea Bubble;" who how- 

r, never visited this country. 

Law was a native of the city of Edinburgh, Scotland, whc-rc ho was 

1 1671. It hei-edity is to be trusted, he came naturally by his 

ffll^ of financiering, aa his father was engaged in what now would be 

toed ''the banking business."' He was given an excellent education. His 

are said to have been good. After a varied career in liondon, 

, and elsewhere, and after having madi; n special study nf hank- 

tug, ho devised a plan for the establishing of a govemniental financial 

institution, which, however, he failed to induce either Scotland or France 

to adopt. Meanwhile, he had amassed a large fortune. Then followed 

_^is introduction into some of the most powerful court circles of France. 

For years close social and political relations had bL'en sustained 

Beu France and Scotland. The royal house of the Stuarts had long 

a the beneficiaries of the Bourbon dynasty. The object of this policy, 

fcthe part of France, whs to meet and cui-lail the increasing power of 

\," William of Orange, warrior and statesman though he was, 

Vmr seemed to foster the northern part of his kingdom ; Scotland could 

't easily forgive him for the dreadful "Mtis.-'acrc of Ulencoe;" nor for- 

t'bifi persistent and successful opposition to the Scottisli enterprise of 

lonisipg the Isthmus of Daricn, as Paniima then was designated— an 

hSertnking conceived and promoted by Williflm Patcrson, the sun of .1 

ifriesslure farmer, who had founded the great bauk of Englaml, and 

B vision of Panama and its commercial possiWHties was more than 

D centuries in advance of his day and generation. 

In 1712, Antoine Crozat, a favorite of Louis XIV, obtained a mo- 

wly of the commerce and trade, with the control, of the "Illinois 

mtry." In 1717 this grant was surrendered. The spectacolar and 

nvagnnt reign of Louis the Grand had brought financial confusion, 

Iimt practical bankruptcy, to Frnnce. It was then (1717) that John 

it's project was launched. Law believed in the "omnipotence of gov- 

His plan was to combine foreign and domestic finance into 

all-powerful monopoly to be controlled by the Nation. 

The ''Company of the West'' was created by Law, with himself as 

|t«ovenung head. To it was given the exclusive control of the trade 

^ commerce of this region, us France tlim claimed dominion over 

i U S 
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Canada and the Mississippi Valley. This grant carried with it the 
powers of administration, and the French Government was to receive 
large returns from the monopoly. The "Company of the West'^ had the 
entire trade in tobacco, and in the mines, which the region was supposed 
to contain; and, later was awarded a monopoly of commerce with the 
East Indies, China, and that indefinite something denominated "the 
South Sea;" hence the organization under this grant of "the East India 
Company.'^ 

These conditions and circumstances are cited, so that we may have 
an understanding of several results which affected the growth and 
development of the "Illinois Country." 

The important effects of these were: 1. The detaching of the 
Mississippi Valley territory from its relation to and its dependence 
upon, the French authorities in Canada; and its transfer to New 
Orleans, which center was established in 1718. 2. The creation, in the 
Mississippi Valley, by the French, of nine military and civil districts, 
each with its own Commandant and Judge, under the supervision of the 
Council at New Orleans. Thus the "Illinois Country^^ became next in 
influence and importance to the New Orleans district. 

This change of jurisdiction at once, and for years afterward; con- 
tributed materially to the upbuilding of the "Illinois Country." It had 
been too remote from the center of Canadian control; while, because of 
river communication, it was in direct and easy connection with the 
Crescent City. It led to the founding of Fort Chartres and to the 
strengthening of the other posts in this region. It had a direct relation 
to the transfer, by the conquest of General Clark, of Illinois, to the 
United States. It also came, in the beginning of the nineteenth century, 
to have a not inconsiderable indirect influence in furthering the negotia- 
tions which culminated in the "Louisiana Purchase" from France bv 
the United States, in President Jefferson's administration; a policy of 
peaceful territorial expansion of which, like Alaska, we have had sev- 
eral examples. 

The period of British rule in the "Illinois Countr}^" extended from 
1765 to 1778. During that time there were few events of historical im- 
portance with which our study has to do. 

The continuous opposition of the British General Gage, to the 
settlement and development of the North-West Territory had decidedly 
deterrent effects. This policy was the reverse of that of the last royal 
Governor of Virginia, Lord Dunmore (James Murray), a Scot, who 
heartily encouraged the colonization of this region. Under the latter's 
system, pioneers from Virginia, from the Carolinas, and from Georgia 
made their way to Kentucky and to Tennessee, and later removed to 
Illinois. The records of the epoch show that these settlers largely were of 
Scottish birth and descent. Among the best known of the leaders then 
of the border of Kentucky and Tennessee were Daniel Boone, Simon 
Kenton, and George Rogers Clark, all of Scottish ancestry. 

Regarding the Scottish settlements in the Colonies, at the begin- 
ning of the Revolutionary War, MacDougall in his "Scots and Scots^ 
Descendants in America" (Vol. 1, p. 28) says: 
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'Tlicre were nearly twenty uuDiniumiies of Scots and UltiLT-Scota 
*Ia Npw Eugland, iucluiling Maine, New Hampahire, Vermont, Massa- 
chusetts and Connceticut; from thirty to forty in New Yorki fifty to 
Bljtty in Xew Jersey; mure than one hundred and thirty in Pennsylvania 
and Delaware; more thao it hundred in Virginia, Marylaud, and East 
Tennessee; iifty in North Carolina; about seventy in South Carolina 
and Georgia; in all, about tive hundred eettlements (exclusive of Eng- 
Presbyterian congregations in New York and New Jersey) ecat- 
id throughout all the American Colonies." 

These were the sources from wliich flowed the Btreama of settlers 
tie Northwest. 
In 1"58 Scottish Highland soldiers appeared in the Ohio Country, 
under eoiumand of Major Grant. In 17G5, when France relinquished 
control of the territory, after the French and Indian War, Captain Stir- 
ling, with troops of the 42d Highlanders, the famous "Black Watch," 
jiroceudcd from Fort Pitt, down the Ohio river, and op the MiEsissippi, 
to Fort Chartres, and took possession of that stronghold in the name of 
British Crown. Captain Stirling's successors included Captain 8in- 
or St. Ctair, as it is also written, both having names that suggest 
ancestry, as their troops indicate tlieir nationality. 
From Kirklacd's and Moses' "History of Chicago," {Vol. 1, p. 
WB learn the story of Colonel Arent Schuyler de Peyster, who, 
■cral years before tlie Revolutionary War, commanded the British 
at Mackinac, and therefore the district of which Chicago was a 

Colonel De Peyster was a New Yorker of ancient Dutch stock. His 

c was a Scotch lady. When the peace between the United States and 

lat Britain was signed, in 1783, the colonel retired, and settled in 

I, Scotland, There in 1813, he first published a volume entitled 

This was edited by Gen. J. Watts de Pevster. of Yon- 

i republished in 1888. 

I colonel in Dumfries commanded a regiment of militia, of 

I the poet Robert Bums was a momber. In his "Miscellanies" are 

I versee — for hi! wrote rhjTne — entitled "Speech to the Western lu- 

Thia "poem" mentions Clark, and also Chicago, which is 

"Eschikagou," that in a foot note, he describes as "a river and 

t tJiD head of Lake Michigan.'.' 

: may be considered significant — and Scotch— tliat the warlike 
'. who was eliildless, bequeathed his property to his wife's people, 
, General De Peyster remarks, were "MacMurdos or whatever was 
i name of her nephews." Perhaps this is another illustration of the 
mence in Illinois, and elsewhere, of the thrifty Scot I 

e acquisition by the Coloniee> in 177^-9, of what came to be desig- 
3 as '"The Northwest Territory," out of which were organized Ohio, 
, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, is a well known story. It 
I famished abundant material for historian and romancer alike. 
, Gen. George Rogers Clark was the central figure in the conquest 
ihe country northwest of the Ohio River, as has been well said by 
, W. H. English of Indiana, in his exhaustive history of that great 
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enterprise. He (Clark) was born in Albemarle County, Virginia, 
November 29, 1762. Mr. English states that the traditions of Clark's 
ancestry are "meager, vague, and unsatisfactory ;'' but he adds — ^without 
giving authorities therefor — that his paternal ancestor came from Eng- 
land. The same author records that this pioneer "met and fell in love 
with a Scotch girl who became his wife,'' and that she was described as 
"a red-haired beauty.'' It is a matter of history that John and Jona- 
than Clark, descendants of the "red-haired Scotch lady," and the fore- 
bears of Gen. George Eogers Clark, lived for some time in the parish of 
Drysdale, in King and Queen County, Virginia ; and also that the light 
hair of their handsome ancestress was noticeable in the family of her 
descendants for several generations. 

Now let us read what MacDougal says (in his "Scots and Scots* 
Descendants in America," Vol. 1, p. 54) concerning Gen. Clark's 
descent: "John Clark, great-grandfather of General George Rogers 
Clark (1752-1818), came to Virginia in 1630 from the southwestern 
part of Scotland.*' This is certainly distinct and unequivocal. 

A word with reference to the name "Drysdale" may here not be 
out of place. It is still a not imcommon one in southwestern Scotland, 
from which, MacDougall says, (Jeneral Clark's ancestors came to 
America. It seems scarcely necessary to direct the attention of the 
student of history to the origin of county, town and settlement names, 
as this is elsewhere noted. The name "Drysdale" is as distinctively 
Scottish of the Lowland, or southern, districts, as are MacDonald, Mac- 
Leod, MacPherson, and Cameron of the Highland; and, when we recall 
what MacDougall says (supra) regarding the "more than a hundred 
(Scottish communities) in Virginia, Maryland, and East Tennessee," 
we are not surprised to find a "Drysdale" within the bounds of these 
Colonies. 

"George Eogers Clark," says Elirkland and Moses (in their "His- 
tory of Chicago," vol. 1, p. 24), "was a typical pioneer, frontiersman, 
Indian fighter and American soldier. He embodied the best qualities of 
Daniel Boone, John Todd, Simon Kenton, William Wells, and the other 
hardly pioneers who made possible the New West. In brilliancy of 
achievement, and permanency of results, he is head and shoulders above 
them all. It is not too much to say that to Clark we owe it, that, at 
the Peace of Paris, the whole upper Mississippi Valley fell to us instead 
of England," meaning, of course, Great Britain, for Americans have a 
habit of speaking of the Island Empire as if it were composed only of 
the Southern part; quite as though we were to call the United States 
after the Empire State; while Scots affirm it was not ^^ Great Britain'' 
until the union of England with Scotland. 

It is to be observed that the John Todd referred to was Col. John 
Todd of the Kentucky family to whom Mrs. Abraham Lincoln was re- 
lated — certainly a Scottish name. 

General Clark's family were people of substance and standing in 
"Virginia. His younger brother, William, was the Captain Clark of the 
'Tjewifl and Clark Expedition," sent out by President Jefferson, in 1806, 
to explore, to the Pacific Coast, the recently acquired territory of 'Tjouai- 
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1 who made the memorable jouruey from St. Louis to the mouth 
ibc Columbia River and return. 
At the age of nineteen, General Clark was on the border among the 

Smiturous spirits of his native Colony. He made several trips back 

and forth to Virginia in the interest of the settlers of Kentucky. By 

his twenty-fourth year he was a recognized leader. He had served in a 

campaign against the Indians, under Major Angiis McDonald — observe 

this name — which, quaintly remarks one of his biographers, "developed 

him in military and political sagacity." He was one of two delegates 

sent from Kentucky to the Virginia Legislature, to seek aid for the 

Bottlers against the Indians, in which he was successful. Then came the 

ncaiception of the plan to make conquest of the North-West. 

Hr Judge John Moses (in ''Illinois: Historical and Statistical," vol 1) 

Hrl 146 et seq.), relates how the prominent men of Virginia, during 

Hh second year of tlie £evolutionary War, had their attention directed 

^Ktbe "Illinois Country," then British territorj'. 

^B Before entering upon his enterprise Genera! Clark deemed it neces- 
^K; to learn directly the conditions at Kaskaskia, and the adjacent 
^Bttlements in Illinois, and their attitude toward the Americans, were a 
Bhw ent upon them to be made by'Colonial troops. Judge Moses adds: 
HRto confirm his views he (General Clark) sent, in 1777, to Kaskaskia, 
^■ni trusty spies, one of wliora was James Moore, afterwards a distin- 
^Bdshed settler." His vision revealed to him that the way to meet and 
^Bister the threatened overrunning of Kentucky by the British, and their 
B&dian allies, was not merely to prepare for a defense of the Amemcan 
Hettlements, but also to assume the oSeusive. 

Ht Mr. N. Matson (in his "Pioneers of lliinoia") tells this story of 
Hm other spy. He relates that "John Dull, a Virginian of Frendi 
mgtcent," visited Illinois in 17<7, and upon his return east reported to 
^MDeral Clark whiit he had seen and li(;ard; how tlie French inhabitants 
^K'the "Illinois Country," who comprised by far the largest part of the 
^B^ulatioD here, were dissatisfied with the British, and were ready to 
^^HQge their allegiance to the ^Vmcricans. Thereupon General Clark 
Hm John Duff laid the situation before the Governor, Patrick Henry, 
Hl'V'irginia, who authorised General Clark to recruit troops for an expe- 
^^Uion to conquer the territory, although the ostensible object was to 
Hgot«ct the frontier; and Governor Henry furnished the means and 
^^nipmeut to prosecute the enterprise. 

^F Where and how Mr. Matson learned that John Dull was of "French 
^BBCffn^" does not appear. Let it be borne in mind that General Clark 
^Bd John Duff must hove been intimate, else he (Clark) never would 
^Kn entrusted so important a mission to Moore and Duff. The name 
^Baff" is not at all "French," but decidedly Scottish. The Dulls and 
^K MacDuffs of Virginia were directly descended from Scottish fam- 
^H^. Then, too. we recall the Scottish settlement of "Drysdale," sa 
Blfa l ae General Clark's Scottish descended associate, Simon Kenton, and 
HBlBy other members of this expeditionary force who were, as their 
^^fanes show clearly, Caledonian by ancestry, if not by birth. Later 
^Kff and Kenton both were given lands in "Clark's Grant" in Indiana, 
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for their services during his campaigns. Mr. English speaks of Kenton 
as standing "with Daniel Boone in the front rank of Western pioneers.^' 

Patrick Henry (1736-99), the Governor of his native Virginia, who 
made possible the expedition of General Clark to the Northwest, was 
the son of a Scottish father and* mother. His father was John Henry, 
and his grandmother was a kinswoman of Principal Robertson, the 
Scottish historian, and of the mother of Lord Brougham, the British 
(Scottish-born) statesman. 

L. E. Jones, in "Decisive Dates in Illinois History*^ (p. 96), writes 
that Governor Henry "was a relative of George Rogers Clark," which 
confirms the statement regarding the latter's Scottish extraction. 

The years immediately following the passage by the United States 
Congress of that remarkable and historic instrument, known as the 
"Ordinance of 1787," by which the North-West Territory was created, 
were troublous ones, both for officials and for people. Political con- 
struction, or reconstruction, is always attended by difficulties and dan- 
gers, even under the most favorable circumstances. 

It was no small task to organize, and no light labor to institute, 
the administrative agencies provided by the Congress in the act of organ- 
ization. Its initial operation would have tested the wisdom, patience, 
and skill of the ablest statesman of the time. 

The territory affected was vast. The settlements were small, 
and were scattered from the Ohio River to the Great Lakes, and from 
the AUeghanies to the Mississippi. Within these bounds roamed pow- 
erful tribes of hostile Indians, led by able and warlike chiefs, whom 
it took Gen. William Henry Harrison long to subdue, and then only after 
several hard-fought battles. The seat of government — Marietta, Ohio — 
was remote from Kaskaskia, and the adjacent communities in Illinois; 
and was not accessible save by circuitous river routes, or by hazardous 
journeys overland. 

Many of the members of General Clark^s command, after the con- 
quest, had remained in or had returned to the North-West Territory, 
and had "taken up" land here. The rivers afforded favorite settlement 
centers and sites. 

The first Governor of the North-West Territory was Major-General 
Arthur St. Clair. "His career reads like a tale of fiction, so varied, so 
romantic, and, ultimately, so tragic" was it. When the Revolutionary 
War closed, he was one of the four Major-Generals under Washin^on 
who were of Scottish birth. 

G^jneral St. Clair was a native of Thurso, Scotland, where he was 
bom in 1734. Educated for the medical profession in the University of 
Edinburgh, he forsook the healing art to enter the British army. Com- 
ing to the Colonies, he served successively under General Amherst in the 
Louisburg campaign, and with General Wolfe at Quebec. In 1764 he 
settled and married in Pennsylvania. When the Colonies began their 
struggles, he promptly cast in his lot with them, and became a patriot 
leader. At the beginning of the Revolutionary War he was awarded a 
Colonelcy. In 1776 he was promoted to the rank of Brigadier-General. 
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In 1778 he was made a Major-General, which he retained until he became 
the head of the army. 

In 1787 General St. Clair was chosen President of the United 
States Congress. When that body created the North-West Territory, he 
was appointed its first governor. In 1790 he visited Illinois, and organ- 
ized this entire territory into one county, which he named after himself. 
This and others of his acts gave rise to adverse comment. 

It is not our purpose to recount, or even to give a resume of, his 
oflBcial course while he was chief executive of this Territory. The his- 
torians agree that, in this capacity, his administration was open to criti- 
cism. It may be explained, in partial extenuation, that, from the tirst> 
there were serious differences between tlie executive and the judicial 
branches of the territorial government, which one, by taste and train- 
ing a soldier, could not easily adjust. Besides, the internal alfairs were 
much disordered when he came, matters which his successors took a long 
time to settle. 

A kindly estimate of General St. Clair is quoted from Judge Moses' 
"History" (Yol. 1, p. 212) : 

"He was brave in battle and faithful to his friends. He advanced 
large sums from his private means to sustain the Government in the 
darkest hour of the Revolution, as well as to defray the current expenses 
of the territorial government, which w^ere never repaid him. His for- 
tune, once a large one for the times in which he lived, had been mainly 
* spent in the service of his Country, and he found himself in his old age 
reduced from affluence to poverty, until at the age of eighty-four years*' 
(in 1818, that in which Illinois became a State) "he closed his days in 
a log cabin in Pennsylvania, a striking illustration of the proverbial 
^ingratitude of republics.' " 

Following a period of what consists somewhat of tradition the real 
history of Chicago begins with John Kinzie. It is to be observed that 
Mr. Kinzie came to what grew to be Chicago the same year in which 
Captain John Whistler arrived to undertake the building of Old Fort 
Dearborn. Here again our Army, as in many other instances, was a 
pioneer of civilization; for the Fort made this a seat of authority and 
commerce, to which the tribes and traders came. 

John Kinzie was the only son of his father, whose name was John 
McKenzie, a Scotchman. Like many other members of his race, he had 
made his way across the Atlantic, and at the time of his son's birth, in 
1763, the family lived in Quebec. That city then was the center of 
Canadian commerce with the posts and settlements of the entire St. 
Lawrence basin. There the hardy trapper, traveler, and fur-trader out- 
fitted, and to it and from it went their expeditions. This was the 
atmosphere in which John McKinzie began his life. His father died 
Avhcn the son was an infant. The widow, some time afterward, married 
William Forsyth, a Scotchman of devout Presbyterian stock. Several 
children were bom of this union, whose names appear in early Detroit 
and Chicago annals. 

John Kinzie dropped the "Mc'* from his name, and that of Kinzie 
was adopted, and has remained the family name ever since. Why this 
discontinuance of the "Mc" came about, we may only conjecture. It 
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may have been because of the popular prejudice to anything savoring 
of British origin or relationship, as the feeling of the Americans then, 
and for a long time thereafter, was pronounced against Great Britain. 
But this has never since existed among Americans regarding Scotchmen. 

Mrs. John H. Kinzie, the interesting and informing author of 
"Wau-Bun," who was John Kinzie's accomplished daughter-in-law, says 
that he was "of an enterprising and adventurous disposition," as well 
he might be with such a progenitor, and with such surroundings as were 
in Quebec and Detroit. When the Forsyths lived in Detroit, Mrs. Kinzie 
states, John Kinzie "entered the Indian trade, and had establishments 
at Sandusky and Maumee, and afterward pushed further west about the 
year 1800, to St. Joseph" (Michigan). But the lure was still westward, 
and he came to Illinois in 1803 to look the ground over with a view to 
settlement. In 1804 he brought here his wife and son, John H. Kinzie. 

As to why he chose Chicago, instead of remaining in the St. Joseph 
river region, we may reasonably make inferences. It has already been 
intimated that his coming to Chicago was nearly that of the arrival of 
Captain Whistler who built Old Fort Dearborn. Captain Whistler also 
came from Detroit. It is not unlikely that Mr. Kinzie was aware of the 
work to be undertaken by Captain Whistler for the War Department. 
He certainly perceived the strategic position of the new military post. 
It was on the lake; a stream was here; the portage from Lake Michigan 
to the inland river and country was made at or near this point; here 
several aflSliated tribes made their headquarters ; and from here the red- ^ 
men of Indiana, Michigan, Illinois and Wisconsin could be brought into 
trading relations. The Indians who hunted and fished in what are now 
Southwestern Michigan and Northern Indiana were within easy reach 
of. the new fort, and with these he had already established friendly 
relations. 

At Chicago, the military post then was ever}i;hing. There were only 
a few log-houses outside of it. The fort afforded some society and con- 
veniences which an isolated Indian post lacked. Mr. Kinzie may have 
had a dream of a future center, for it would surprise none to learn how 
often the pioneers were also prophets. His active mind and enterprising 
spirit again readily expressed themselves. Soon he had established sta- 
tions for trade among the tribes on the Illinois, and on the Kankakee, 
and among the Menominee Indians in Wisconsin. 

We may obtain a picture of the life of an Indian trader from Mrs. 
John H. Kinzie, who wrote : 

"Each trading post had its superintendent and its complement of 
engages, its train of pack-horses, and its equipment of boats and canoes. 
From most of the stations the 'furs and peltries^ were brought to Chicago 
on pack-horses, and the goods necessary for the trader were transported 
in return by the same method. The vessels came in the Spring and fall 
(seldom more than two or three annually) to bring the supplies and 
goods for the trade, and took the furs already collected to Mackinac, the 
depot of the Southwest and American Fur Companies. At other seasons 
they were sent to that place in boats, coasting around the lakes," 

Mr. Kinzie possessed qualities which secured for him the f * 
of many of the chiefs of the tribes inhabiting this regiixn 
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*<if peril, u8 during tlie jear 1812, that of the "Fovt Dearborn SInssacre," 
thifl friendship stood him in good stead. He could speak their language. 
Indeed, there is a tradition that he prepared some books of an educa- 
tional nature of the Winnebagoes, ae well as of the Wyaiidots or Hnrons. 
After the troubles of 1812, covering an interval of three or four 
)ars, he rciuriiud to Chicago and resumed his activities'. Fort Dear- 
1 had nieaowhile been rebuilt, this time on a larger scale. It was 
r j'ears alternately abandoned and occupiod on account of tlie Indian 
wbles, itH Jinal evacuation taking place in 1836. Mr. Kinzie died 
innar^ 6, 1828. Ilis descendants became honored and prominent citi- 
iDS of Chicago. A leading street, a public school, and a. land addition 
of Chicago bear his name; and, as has been said, historians call him 
"the Father of Chicago," as he was its first permanent civilian white 
settler. 

From the daya of Father Marquette, the heralds of the Cross bad 
Bige part in the opening up of the North-West. Their devotion was 
roverbial. No tribe was too hostile to deter them from attempting ita 
mversion. No journey was too dangerous to keep them from the ■ 
asecutinu of tiicir self-sacrificing task. As explorers, they not only 
»mpanied as spiritual advisers Joliet and La Salle, but also often 
r in advance of these adventurous men. 
When the Territory bad passed beyond the era of trapper and 
'er, and became tlie home of the permanent white settler; the Mis- 
maries of the Gospel ministered to the people in the distant and 
Klated communities. 

One of these splendid men was John Clark. Of him, Dr. Peter 
B8 (in his work on "The Scot in America," pp. 160-1), says: 
"Turn to a lay preacher who did magnificent work for the llaster 
1 his day and generation, and around whose name many fragrant 
anories yet linger. This was John Clark, better known as '"Father 
irk," whose only educational training was that which he received in 
i school of his native parisfi of Petty, near Inverness (Scotland). 
B was bom in 1738, and in early life is ^aid to have been a sailor. In 
e course of one voyage be landed in America, and concluded to associ- 
B his future with it. He settled for a time in South Carolina, where 
> taught a backwoods log-school, and then moved to Georgia, where be 
ined the Methodist Church, and became a "class-leader." In 1789 
e became an itinerant preacher in connection with the Methodist body, 
a man of devout spirit, outspoken in his views, and ready to 
i wrong wherl■^er he found it, withoiit regard to church affllia- 
1 policy, or self-interest." .\s might he expected, he was a 
tter foe to slavery, and it is on record that he twice refused to accept 
1 annual salary of $60 because the money was obtained through slave 

"Father Clark" made his way to Illinois. Here he taught school, 

preached when opportunity arose. He quitted the Methodist 

jfld joiood an anli-slavery organization, known as the "Baptized 

ICSiriat, Friends of Humanity," and labored as a traveling 

^Jt is stated of him (Judge Moses' "History," vol. I, p. 235), 
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that he was the first Protestant minister to cross the Mississippi, and 
to preach to the Americans there in 1798. He died in St. Louis in 1833. 

One of the great preachers of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
modern times was the late Bishop Kobert Mclntyre. His career was 
remarkable. By birth and ancestry Scottish, he worked as a brick- 
mason until he reached man's estate. When the call to preach came^ 
he was laboring with the trowel. It involved a mighty soul struggle. 
Once over and settled, he threw himself into the work with a zeal that 
knew no obstacles. It was as if the fires of his spirit had been lighted 
at the divine altars. Here was a field for his imaginative spirit to soar 
in. He became minister, preacher, evangelist, orator. In spiritual 
fervor, opulence of reference, aptness and abundance of illustration^ 
finish of expression, and force of utterance, he was a marvel in pulpit 
or on platform. Few if any of the preachers of the denomination — al- 
ways noted for its preachers — could be classed with him. The older 
people who heard him were reminded of that other great Methodist 
Episcopal preacher. Bishop Simpson, also a Scot. Before he was chosen 
a bishop Dr. Mclntyre was for years pastor of an influential and large 
church in Chicago-St. James: M. E. — ^which has contributed four bishops 
to the denomination, and has had many other strong preachers in its 
pastorate. 

Bishop Wm. E. McLaren, of the Protestant Episcopal diocese of 
Chicago, was the son of a Scotch descended Presbyterian minister who 
was well known and highly esteemed in his denomination. The bishop 
was rector of a large church in Cleveland when h^ elected and confirmed 
as bishop in succession to Bishop Whitehouse, who was a scholar and 
administrator of eminence in his time. The career of Bishop McLaren 
in Illinois was marked for its uniform success, the admirable spirit 
which he manifested, and for the growth of the church throughout his 
jurisdiction. 

John Laurie was a Scotchman who came to Illinois in the first third 
of the nineteenth century. He settled on a farm in Morgan County. 
He had several sons, three of whom were educated in whole or in part in 
Illinois College, Jacksonville, and all three became ministers. Thomas 
the oldest, was bom in what the Scots delight to call "the Athens of the 
North'' — the city of Edinburgh. He was scarcely ten years of age 
when he came with his family to the United States. Graduatiu.s: from 
college in 1838, he resolved to devote himself to religious service in for- 
eign lands. The field to which he was assigned was inhabited by that 
interesting people, the Nestorians, among whom he labored until his 
health compelled him to relinquish what he had hoped would be a life- 
work. Upon his return to the United States, and the restoration of 
some degree of strength, he preached, and wrote: one of his books was 
entitled, "Dr. Grant and the Mountain Nestorians" which passed through 
several editions. Inglis, the second son, held pastorates in Minnesota. 
James completed his literary course at Williams College, and went to 
Andover for his theological training, becoming a minister of promi- 
nence in his day. There were other sons who were farmers, respected 
and useful citizens in their community. 
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President Clmrles JI. Stuart, of Garrett Biblical Institute, Evans- 

, the Methodist Kpiecopul Theological Semiaary (whose career is in- 

lated elaewiiere), is one of the Scottish leaders o£ bis denomioation 

lose services in belinif of education iiud ministerial training are widely 

known and appreciated. 

Of ■■ well -kenned" (well-known) Scottish ministers there have heen 
many, and of "leul-heiirted" ones not a few, who have occupied the pul- 
pit* of Illinois. As preacliers, they were counted theologically Bound, 
hot not bj iiiiy means only "aoand." To give even a limited list of 
them would be as difficult as to condense into a paragraph Dr. McCoah's 
two volumes on "Reatiatic Philosophy," or to summarize the "Shorter 
Catechism" into a, sentence. Some 0/ tlieni used until the lust the 
'•Doric," as tiie Scots' language — for it is a distinct language — is aflec- 
lionately de^signated by the natives of the land of the heather. But the 
wjority adapted themselves readily to the speech of their new country, 
"h perhaps just a gentle flavor of their own to make it attractive. 
Hev. Wm. llunico Day. D. D., son of the late Hev. Dr. Wurren 
, formerly of Ottawa, Illinois, is Moderator (1919) of the National 
mcil of Congregational Churches of the United States. He is the 
todson on his maternal side of a Scot; "Dr. Day is now minister of 
_ a leading Congregational Church in Bridgeport, Conn. Another man 
{Scots' birth and lineage, who was Moderator of that body (1907-1910), 
"'_» resident of Cook County, Illinois, and was Moderator of the lUinoifl 
tate Congregational Association in 1899-1900, and has been a State 
lator. His home is in LaGrange, Illinois. 
Itev, John M. Farris, some fifty odd years ago, was one of the best 
known and highly esteemed ministers of the Old School Presbyterian 
Church in all this territory. Ho nerved with success and satisfaction 
as financial representative of the then North-Western Presbyterian 
(now the McCormick) Theological Seminary. He was an Ulster-Scot, 
the worthy son of stalwart ancestry. Ilia home in the later perio<l of 
his life wius at Anna, Union County, where he devoted himself to horti- 
lltnre. His son, Rer. Wm. W. Farris, a graduate of the old Chicago 
"oiversity and of the \orth-Western Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
, became a useful minister, and an author, as well as a frequent 
jptributor to the periodical press of hia time. 

Her. George C. Lorimer, D, D., for a number of years, was one of 
I moat eloquent and engaging pulpit orators of Chicago. A Scot, 
I WAS an adopted American, whose loyalty and learning made him a 
"*er for civic hetteriuent and moral uplift thniu(,diout his extended 
.gtorate of one of the leading and most influential Baptist Churches 
ftbe Garden City. As a lecturer he was sought from far and neat. 
ta prpnclier he is remembered with Dr. 0. H. TifTanv, Bishop Charles 
', Fowler, Bishop Robert Mclntyre, Dr. W. H. Ryder, Dr. Herrlek 
son. Dr. Robert Collyer, Prof. David Swing, Dr. Robert W. Patter 
~ , B. M. Hatlleld, Dr. H. W. Thomas, Dr. J. P. Gulliver, Dr. 
|[fopd, Bishop Chas. E. Cheney. Dr. E. P. Goodwin, Dr. Clin- 
~^. F. A, Noble, and others who in iheir time were outstand- 
b A^r several churches. 
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Among tlie settlers who came to southern Illinois during the first 
quarter of the nineteenth century, no group furnished more sturdy, in- 
dependent, successful, religious, law-abiding citizens that did the Ee- 
formed Presbyterians. The name by which they were popularly known 
was "Covenanters." They were, to a man, woman, and child, Scotch and 
Ulster-Scotch. 

The Covenanter was a product of the despotism of the House of 
Stuart upon a people who had an over-mastering zeal for civil and re- 
ligious liberty. This conviction followed the Covenanter in his migra- 
tion overseas. It made him the foe of slavery, and the apostle of free- 
dom. When the attempt was made in Governor Coles' administration, 
to have slavery formally recognized by law and established in Illinois, 
the Covenanters, who had made their homes in Randolph County, at 
once ranged themselves among the anti-slavery people, and by voice 
and vote did their full share in deciding, once for all, to make, and to 
keep, Illinois a free State. 

In their public worship, these intelligent, earnest, courageous, use- 
ful, liberty-loving citizens used in their praise service the "Psalms in 
Meter,'* and the "Paraphrases,'' that is, Bible themes set forth in verse. 
In their public worship they stood while prayers were offered, and they 
sat while they sung. They eschewed instrumental music in their public 
worship and would allow no 'Ttist of whistles" to lead their singing. 
They believed in a national as well as a personal conscience, in the exist- 
ence and consequences of national as well as personal repentance, and in 
personal supplications. 

Some sixty years ago, or so, there were in Cook County two Re- 
formed Presbyterian Congregations. Though relatively small, it is 
remarkable how productive they were in developing denominational 
leadership. Indeed, this fact is to be noted in connection with the little 
churches throughout this State. Church leaders almost as a rule have 
come out of the small or rural, not the large or city churches. 

Out of the church of the Covenanters in Chicago, and that — an 
Old School Presbyterian Church — into which it grew, came a group who 
were leaders in religious, benevolent, and educational fields. Its minister 
was an Ulster-Scot. Rev. Robert Patterson, D. D., not to be taken for 
Rev. Robert W. Patterson, D. D., who for many years was minister of 
the Second Presbyterian Church of Chicago, and who was reared in 
Bond County, Illinois, and was educated at Illinois College, Jacksonville. 
Three of the young men may be named who were products of this Cove- 
nanter and Old School Church — John C. Hill became a missionary to 
Guatemala, after which he returned to the United States, and preached 
in Illinois; for some time he has been in a leading church in Ohio. 
John Currer and Alexander Patterson, sons of the ministers, have long 
since finished their work here. Mr. Currer came from a Dumfermline, 
Scotland, family; preached in Hebron, Illinois, in Girard, Kan., and in 
LeSuer, Minn., Mr. Patterson devoted himself first to evangelistic 
service, then became a denominational educator, and the author of sev- 
eral bible-text books. Miss Lillian Horton, who was a member of the 
later — the Old School — church, went to Korea as a missionary. It is 
worthy of note that in this church also, in his earlier life, was the 1»*^ 
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liomas Templeton of Evanatoii, who for years was prominently con- 
nected with the Marshall Field Company, and who left provisions in his 
will for the disposition of about a million of dollars for denominational 
and charitable purposes. The late James Crighton, for a third of a 
ttntury a member of the Chicago Board of Trade, another young man 
mf thJB church, for more than twenty-five years was superintendent of 
B of the most important city misaions of the Presbyterian denomina- 
n. This little church had in its membership a number of well-known 
pd Buccesaful teachers. One member became an editor and a State 
mator, and, as elsewhere intimated, Moderator of the National Con- 
Igregational Council (190r-l!)10). 

The other church was in tlie town of Bloom, Cook County, whose 
minister was Kev. Mr. Phillips. In this church was reared the late 
State Senator William J. Campbell, of Chicago and Riverside, who, dur- 
ing the administration of Governor John M. Hamilton, was President 
o( the Slate Senate, and thus was Lieutenant-Governor ; was prominent 
lawyer; and was a member of the National Committee from Illinois of 
hia party. 
"■ The interesting group of people whom we know as Covenanters may 
t be passed without the recital of an incident illustrative of the man- 
r in which they erpressed their convictions. It is published in a 
raphlet issued in 1918, by the "Sunday School Times Company," in 
Uch is a discourse by Rev. Paul Kader, pastor of the Moody Chureh, 
hicago, entitled, "How Lincoln Led the Nation to Its faiees." Mr. 
tder said: 

"Thank God for the little group of men in Ohio who could see God's 

rtLjB well enough to meet for deliberation and prayer, and for the com- 

■^ny in Sparta, Illinois, who adopted this pledge: 'To lubor to bring 

le Nation to repentance toward God, and to a faithful administration 

t the Government according to the principles of the Word of God.'" 

Under the provisions of, and by request of the United States Sen- 

, expressed in resolutions introduced by Senator James Harlan, of 

lowB, President Lincoln issued a proclamation, dated March 30, 1863, 

setting apart April 30, 18C3, "as a day of National humiliation, fasting, 

and prayer," and requesting "all the people to abstain on that day from 

-tbeir ordinary secular pursuits, and to unite at their several places of 

[blic worship and their respective homes, in keeping this day holy to the 

1 and devoted to the humble discharge of the religious duties proper 

Elihat aolfimn occasion." 

These were "the darkest days" of (be Civil Wnr. Mr. Bader adds: 

be day of prayer came April 30. In a little more than two months 

B aky was flooded with decisive victory. By the morning of the -tIIi of 

hr, Lee was on his way in retreat to the Potoranc with one-quarter of 

j'whole army gone, and seventeen miles of wagons with the wounded. 

ikshurghad fallen, and there was the vietory of Gettysburg." 

Tliis is the interpretation given the gloom and the succeeding light 

|tS63. In hif proclamation, fixing August (\ as a day of Thanksgiving, 

sldent Lincoln f-nid: "7t has plespcd Almighty God to hearken to 

inliralions and praveru of an afflicted people, and to vouchsafe to 

~ * " ff tlip T'riifcil Sliitef^ vietnrtpii on land and a 
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signal and effective as to furnish reasonable grounds for augmented 
confidence that the Union of these states will be maintained, their Con- 
stitution preserved, and their peace and prosperity permanently re- 
stored/' * 

Kev. W. J. Smiley, of Sparta, states of Rev. Samuel Wylie that he 
planted the Reformed Presbyterian Church there. Mr. Wylie was an 
Ulster-Scot, having been bom in Antrim, February 19, 1790. Concern- 
ing the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Mr. Smiley remarks : "Her in- 
fluence for liberty has been felt, and her testimony against slavery, 
lifted up at the close of the last" century, (since 1800 no slave-holder 
was retained in her communion), has been vindicated.^' 

With the "Covenanters'' here, sixty years ago, the 'Communion 
Season" was the important semi-annual event. It was observed in the 
spring and autumn. Usually the resident minister was assisted in this 
sacrament by one other clergyman. The preparation was serious and 
thorough. The minister and elders, who comprised the "session," care- 
fully examined all applicants for membership. Those who came for the 
first time were well-versed in the Bible and the "Shorter Catechism." 
So far as recalled, there was no "Lachlan Campbell," of "Beside the 
Bonnie Brier Bush" fame, to be grand inquisitor of the young and 
timorous. The week preceding the "Lord's Supper Sabbath" — for it 
was never known by the pagan name of "Sunday" — was devoted to 
special preparatory services. In some parishes there was a "fast day," 
and it was d real "fast." Each intending communicant was given a 
"token," which entitled its holder to a seat at the Communion-table; 
for a table occupied the space between the front row of pews and the 
pulpit. It was covered with a spotless table-cloth. The communicants 
moved down from their pews by the right-hand aisle, with slow and 
solemn step. The "precentor" led in the singing of a Psalm in meter, 
to some impressive tune familiar to all. At the end of the aisle two 
elders stood, and to them each communicant handed the "token." The 
officiating minister occupied a seat in the center of the table facing the 
congregation. When the seats were filled, the minister began the service 
with prayer; then a short discourse; after which the "elements" were 
distributed. When all were partaken of, the "precentor" resumed the 
singing, the communicants arose, slowly moved out of their places by 
the left-hand circle, while another group or company came down the 
right-hand aisle, and took the vacated seats. These exercises made the 
service a lengthened one, for it was the only worship in the church that 
Sabbath-day. 

On such days there were no 'Tiot dinners" in the family. Indeed, 
all Sabbath preparations were always completed on Saturday night. 
"Thou shalt cut neither horn nor hair on the Sabbath-day" was faith- 
fully observed. All bathing, changing of linen, polishing of shoes, and 
making ready for Sabbath meals as far as possible, were completed the 
evening before. Hence, on Sabbath morning, the Sabbath garb was as- 
sumed without hurry, and the worshipper did not need to rush into 
church on Sabbath morning "as a warrior hasting to the battle-field.'* 

The Bible was carried to church. In the back part of it were the 
"Psalms in meter" and the "Paraphrases." When the minister read the 
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inre lesson," each member turned to the chapter, and carefully 

red the rending. There was a riuiuiiig expos'itiou of tlio passage. 

B some difficult versu uppeared, it was critically explaiiiod, mid the 

LQioga of tlic original Hebrew or Greek given. The sermon was 

'ma hour tu au hour mid a quarter in leogtli. It 

f preached without manuscript, or even "notes." It abounded in 

les; the histwricfll setting was given; there were from three to five 

"heads'" each with as many subdivisions; it was delivered wiLli 

itrneas and fervor; throughout it was scholarly: closing with a recn- 

tnlation, and the powerful a]>plicatiun. It cotitained sufficient malerial 

p the congregation busy until the next '"diet of preaching." 

The ri«ords oE the first txhools in Illinois are fragmentary. The 

mty liistories, for the most part make only incidental mention of the 

"y teachers. They arc composed of accounts of the methods of form- 

"aubscription echoole," as they were called: that is, where petitions 

I Bubscription papers were circulated by persons who desired lo "take 

" or to ""keqi schools;" with descriptions of the crude quarters in 

kh the schools were held; and with certain picturesque features 

Bich prevailed. 

That was before the ostablisliing of free public schools. The com- 
s of the local annals of long ago emphasize the popular phrase that 
fcltin and larnin" then invariably went together. They relate intereat- 
J tales of the "loud sdinols," or, as they used to call tliem in Kentucln-, 
K"blaL> schools;'' that is, where the pupils studied tlieir lessons aloud, 
i type which i(.ng preceded the "silent sehools" of our djiy. Several 
%€se histories contain references to schools which weri! "kept" hy men 
) had sen-ed with Gen. George Eogers Clark during his conquest of 

One of the pioneer teachers was Bev, John Clark (see Uie section 
I Heligion" for his sketch), a Scoteliman, who, about ISO.i-tt, labored. 
|[h much usefulness in this behalf amon^ the settlers. 

The venerahle author, the late Dr. Samuel Willard. in his "TJrief 

rtory of Early Education in Illinois" (pablishcd by State Superin- 

idcDt Henry liaah in the fifteenth biennial report. 1884, pp. XCVIII- 

,), states that Randolph County, the home of many of the Scolch 

(Tenantere, followed close upon Monroe County in establishing scliools, 

""'5-6 and in 1817. He adds, that, in 1831, 'a school was taught near 

, a center of these Scots. In St. Clair County, in IRll, a school 

ened at Shiloh, and the Scotch settlement. 

t was not however, until 1S34, or six years after the admission of 
iuni* into the Union, ttinl: any definite action was taken by the State 
r the creation ajid maintenance of free public schools. This measure 
I introdticed into the General Assembly by State Senator Joseph 
pincan who later served three terras in the United States Congress, 
1 was elected Governor of Illinois, 

Oovenior Duncan was horn on February 22, 1774, in Paris. Ky. 
9 father was Major .Toscfih Duncan, a native of Virginia of Scotch 
The borne of the Duncans was Kirkcudbright, in southwestern 
, His daughter, the late Mr!=. E. P. (Julia Dntican) Kirbv, 
MnTillc. preserved among lii-r family treasun's a piriiire 
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of Kirkcudbright, which the writer has often seen, and of which that 
lady frequently spoke with pride, as showing the nativity of her father's 
ancestry. 

The Duncan Act of 1824 was for the establishment and support of 
free common schools in Illinois. It became a law. However, it was far 
in advance of its time, and was subsequently repealed. It "led in 
1854-55, to the passage of a bill prepared by Ninian W. Edwards, for 
the system of common schools which we now have, and the provisions 
of which are similar to those of the law adopted in 1824 of which Sena- 
tor Duncan was the author'* (Mrs. Elirby's "Sketch,'' p. 34). 

Although his measure had been nullified. Governor Duncan did not 
cease to advocate the advisability and necessity of popular education. 
In his inaugural address as Governor he devoted a large part to a "dis- 
cussion of the benefits to be derived from the establishment of a system 
of public schools, which he strongly recommended" (Judge Moses, "His- 
tory," vol. 1, p. 402). 

For many years the Governor was a trustee of Illinois College, 
Jacksonville, founded in 1829. To its support he was always a liberal 
contributor; a deep interest which his daughter and her husband (Judge 
and Mrs. E. P. Kirby) maintained to the end. 

Among the pioneer-educators of Cook County the name of Stephen 
Forbes holds an honored place. He was of Scottish ancestry. Assisted 
by his wife, who was a true help-mate, he opened a school in Chicago in 
June, 1830, near Michigan Avenue and Randolph Street, not quite two 
squares south of Old Fort Dearborn. He was engaged by Colonel Beau- 
bien and Lieut. David Hunter, who was of Scotch descent, and who 
was afterwards a general in the II. S. Army. Mr. Forbes' school had 
some twenty-five pupils, children of families connected with the Fort 
and of civilians residing near by. 

Hon. William H. Wells, who sixty years ago was superintendent of 
Chicago's public schools, and who was a competent authority on the 
subject, wrote a history of early education in Chicago. Of Mr. Forbes' 
school, Mr. Wells said: "This, no doubt, deserves to be recognized as 
the first school in Chicago above the rank of a family school." 

Scots claim a share in the honor of the services accomplished for 
popular and higher education by the dean of Illinois schoolmen. Dr. 
Newton Bateman. His ancestry is traced by his bio^apher, Paul Selby, 
both to English and Scotch sources. Educated at Illinois College, he was 
successively teacher, principal, county superintendent, and professor. 
In 1858 he was elected State Superintendent of Public Instruction, a 
position which literally he filled for fourteen years, the lonjsrest term 
that office was ever held by any one. Later, Dr. Bateman was President 
of Knox College, Galesburg (1875-1893), and then became President- 
Emeritus. His activities included the editorship of educational jour- 
nals. He was one of three to found the National Bureau of Education. 
Of his seven biennial reports as State Superintendent, it may be recalled 
that, in whole or in part, they have been republished in five different 
languafrcs in Europe, and that his volume of "Common School Deci- 
sions," issued originally by order of the Legislature, is "recognized by 
the courts, and is still regarded as authority on the subject" (Paul Selby, 



49 

in ^"Illinois, Historical and StatisticaP). It was during Dr. Bateman's 
State Superintendency that our public school establishment as it exists, 
was really established and developed along the lines marked out by State 
Senator Duncan. Dr. Bateman's State reports are classics. They contain 
a wealth of information, a source of inspiration, and a breadth of view 
never surpassed, if ever equalled, as official publications in the Missis- 
sippi Valley, or elsewhere, since the time of Horace Mann. 

The' old Chicago University was for years one of the cherished in- 
stitutions of the city. In its beginnings it was called the Douglas 
University. In 1854, Senator Stephen A. Douglas, who was of Scotch 
descent, donated a tract of land, along Cottage Grove Avenue, at 
Thirty-third street, for an institution of learning. A provision was 
attached to the gift, that $100,000 be raised to erect buildings thereon. 
On July 4, 1857, the corner-stone of the main building was laid. This 
was the year of the disastrous financial panic, which seriously crippled 
many of its friends. Senator Douglas, in view of the conditions, ex- 
tended the time in which to secure the necessary building funds, and 
subsequently deeded the land to the university without reserve. The 
institution had many vicissitudes, between the panic and the Civil War, 
and at last had to succumb. The idea, however, never failed, for a few 
years after its close was born the present University of Chicago. The 
alumni of the old university include not a few distinguished men. 

A Presbyterian of Ulster-Scot ancestry was engaged, some three- 
score years ago, in extending his already large manufacturing business 
throughout the Middle West. He was a man whose principle was that 
"there was religion in his business and business in his religion.^' He 
was deeply impressed by "the rough immorality of the new settlement." 
These places, he conceived, needed more and better-trained ministers. 
It came to him as a real "call" that he should do something to help this 
want. He sprung from a family and race of earnest, intelligent. God- 
fearing people, and to see a spiritual or moral need, was to find and to 
provide means to meet it. This was the ideal w^hich Cyrus Hall Mc- 
Cormick entertained when, in 1859, he offered $100,000 — then con- 
sidered a princely sum — to establish a Presbyterian Theological Semi- 
nary, in the city where he had made his money and his home. It was 
at first called the North-Westem Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 
Such w^ere Mr. McCormick's large gifts to and interest in it, that Inter 
it was named in his honor. The life of Mr. McCormick is a history of 
industry, genius, vision, public spirit, devotion, and generosity — an ex- 
ample which his widow and children have fully maintained in their con- 
tinued and large contributions to educational, religious, and philan- 
thropic objects. 

Blackburn University, at Carlinville, was named after Eev. Dr. 
Gideon Blackburn, a minister of the then Xew School Presbyterian de- 
nomination. Born in Virginia, August 27, 1772, his father was Kobert 
Blackburn, and his mother was a member of a well-known family named 
Richie. Both parents were IHster-Scots, and devout Presvbterians. At 
the age of twenty-one he was licensed to preach. Beside becoming a 
minister, all his life he was deeply interested in education, especially 

— 4 H S 
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in the higher branches. In the decade from 1830 to 1840, Illinois made 
great advances in the building of churches, schools, and colleges. Dur- 
ing that period Dr. Blackburn was the financial agent of Illinois College 
at Jacksonville. In 1837, he conceived the idea for an institution of 
learning, which, in 1857, was formally incorporated, and for a time had 
courses of study especially adapted to young men preparing for the 
ministry. The curriculum later was extended so as to include prepara- 
tory and collegiate departments. It was another instance of "one sowing 
and another reaping,'^ for Dr. Blackburn died in 1838; as well as an 
illustration of that other saying of a good man's works following him. 
Not only in the institution was this true. Two of his sons became mini- 
sters, and a third would have been had he lived. Of Dr. Blackburn, it 
has been said that of "all the men who ever lived and, labored for the 
benefit of Macoupin County, he stands in the foreground;" also, that 
"he was a man among men, and a man of God." His influence has been 
widely felt for four-fifths of a century, and will continue while Black- 
burn University lives and bears his name. 

Monmouth College, at Monmouth, Warren County, is the product 
of pioneer Scotch Presbyterians. Its founders were two ministers of 
vision and devotion. They were Kev. J. C. Porter, pastor of Cedar 
Creek, and Eev. Robert Ross, pastor of South Henderson. In 1852, they 
conceived the plan of founding an educational institution for higher 
scholarship on the rich prairies of Western Illinois. In this enterprise, 
they had, as might be expected, the hearty indorsement and support of 
their denomination of stalwart United Presbyterians. In 1853, it was 
opened as an academy, and two years later steps were taken to raise it 
to the rank of a college. In 1857, it was granted a charter. The year 
before Rev. David A. Wallace, D. D., LL. D., had been elected its 
President. Dr. Wallace had faithfullv ministered to Scottish churches 
in New England, and was one of the clergymen who were prominent 
in combining several bodies which took the name of United Presbyterian. 
For twenty-two years he was its executive head. His successor was Rev. 
J. B. McMichaei, D. D., who was president for nineteen years. These 
two able educators were respectively founder and builder. The endow- 
ment was increased under the presidency of Rev. S. R. Lyons, D. D. 
The present President, Rev. R. H. McMichaei, D. D., is the worthy son 
of the former executive, and for more than sixteen years has with un- 
varying success conducted its affairs. The college has eighteen hundred 
in its alumni ; many others have received their training there ; forty-five 
per cent of its young men have entered the ministry; a fifth of the 
ministers of the United Presbyterian denomination are Monmouth Col- 
le<re men ; over fifty have gone into foreign missionary' work ; and others 
have cjitored the learned professions in forty-three of the forty-eight 
states, and five hundred of its youth have been with the Colors in the 
recent European conflict; while two hundred-fifty of its young men went 
into the Civil War. In the list of graduates are: Maj. R. W. Mc- 
(•laughry, the noted penologist; and John M. Glenn, the able secretary 
of the Illinois Manufacturer's Association, Chicago. 

McKendree College, at I^ebanon, is one of the group of colleges 
begun in the early "30*s." The others were Illinois College at Jack- 
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sonville, and Shurtleff College at Upper Alton. That was an era of 
great intellectual activity in southwestern Illinois. Many new settlers 
had come and were arriving from the East. In the latter "30's'^ 
financial clouds had begun to darken the State's horizon. However, 
school, college, and church building progressed rapidly. Among the 
institutions founded during the decade from 1830 to 1840, was Mc- 
Kendree College, which at fijst was named McKendreean College, The 
Methodists, as is their custom, were energetic and thoroughly alive to 
the needs of the situation. Of the leader for whom McKendree College 
was named. Bishop E. E. Hoss thus writes in his biography of Bishop 
William McKendree: 

"If anything at all has been preserved concerning his (Bishop Mc- 
Kendree's progenitors, it has wholly escaped my search. The family 
name, however, shows that they were of Scotch origin, though, as was 
the case with thousands of others of the same blood, they probably 
reached America by way of the north of Ireland. The transplanted 
Scotchmen are a masterful race.'^ 

The Armour Institute, of Chicag6, ranks high in the educational 
world. As has been aptly expressed, "Mr. Armour's idea in manual 
training was, that all shall be taught and done so that muscles shall not 
be more thoroughly trained than the^moral character, and the perception 
of truth and beauty.'^ The Institute has always had a close relation 
on the one side to the public school and on the other side to the uni- 
versity. Its founder was the late Philip Danforth Armour. His birth- 
place was Stockbridge, Madison County, N. Y., where he was bom May 
16, 1832. His father was descended from James Armour. That part 
of Scotland where the Armours have lived for generations is Argyllshire. 
The chief city is Campbelltown, named after the powerful and noted 
Duke of Argyll's family. The channel which here separates Argyllshire 
from Ulster is only twelve miles wide. The intercourse between the two 
countries for centuries has been easy and constant, as elsewhere indi- 
cated in this paper. Mr. Armour's Ulster-Scottish ancestor came to 
America during the middle of the eighteenth century, and settled in 
New England; and his descendents removed to New York in 1825. 
Mr. Armour was one of the most widely known of Chicago's great 
business men. He was a patron of art. His interest in higher practical 
education was deep and abiding. He was one of the most generous sup- 
porters of the Scottish organization known as the Illinois Saint Andrew 
Society. It was entirely through his benefactions that the Institute 
which bears his name was founded and endowed. His plans for the 
large ideals of the Institute have been well carried out by his son, J. 
Ogden Armour. 

Every one who was a student in or acquainted with the University 
of Illinois during the first two score years of its history will remember 
Prof. Thomas J. Burrell. As of Virgil's hero, it may be said of Pro- 
fessor Burrell tliat he himself was a great part of its achievements. He 
was the sympathetic adviser of the undergraduate, and to the end 
remained the friend of the alumni. Scots and their brethren, the Ulster- 
Scots, claim him, for his ancestry was in part of that blood. Born in 
the Bay State, he came with his family to Stephenson County, Illinois, 
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where his father was a farmer. In former times the head of the Uni- 
versity was called the Regent. When a vacancy came in this office, the 
Trustee^s urged him to accept it, but he was fully satisfied to continue a 
member of the faculty, although he was defacto President until the 
election of Dr. Draper. Educated in the State Normal, at Normal, 
during the "60V', he had the good fortune, soon after graduation, to 
receive an appointment as botanist in one of the expeditions of IMaj. 
J. W. Powell, the noted geologist and anthropologist, whose explora- 
tions of the Colorado River and Canon form a thrilling chapter of 
Western history. Upon the organization of the University of Illinois, 
he was elected to a professorship, and w^as the first librarian of that 
institution. He closed his long and honorable career as a man loved and 
esteemed by all who had the privilege of knowing him. 

Prof. David Kinley is one of the leading educators of the present 
generation. He occupies a position of distinction in the University of 
Illinois. His birthplace was Dundee, Scotland, where he was born 
August 2, 1861. In 1872 he came to the United States; was educated 
at Yale; pursued post-graduate studies at Johns Hopkins; and for a 
time taught in several well-known institutions. He has specialized in 
economics, and served on a number of international industrial and 
financial commissions. He is the author of several standard w^orks, and 
has been a frequent contributor to the leading periodicals. His services 
as a University Dean led to his selection (1919) as acting-President of 
the University of Illinois during the year's absence on leave of Dr. 
James. Professor Kinlev is a loval American whose affection for the 
homeland has made him a much-sought after speaker at Saint Andrew 
Society and other Scotch anniversaries. 

When Chicago was nothing more than a straggling, struggling 
village, something like three-quarters of a century ago, Lyons Township 
had become a well-known settlement among the communities of Cook 
County. Its nearest corner to Chicago was a dozen miles to the south- 
west. So important had it grown, that in 1836 there assembled within 
its borders delegates to the first political convention ever held in the 
county. This meeting took place on the Vial farm, south of the present 
suburb of Western Springs. The meeting-place was a log house on the 
farm now owned by the venerable Robert Vial, w^ho has lived on the 
identical spot for eighty-five years. 

Opposite the Lvonsville Congregational Church, on the Joliet road, 
was built in the early "40V' the first public school-house in the Town- 
ship. It was of logs. One of those who helped to "raise*' it was the 
late Samuel Vial, an older brother of Robert, then a young man. Its 
first teacher was Miss Margaret McNaughton, a Scotch lass, who came 
to America with her parents from Aberdeen. She became the wife of 
Samuel Vial, who died a nonagenarian, in October, 1911. One of their 
sons, the late George McNaughton Vial, became the Moderator of the 
Illinois State Congregational Conference, and was for many « 
leader in the National Councils of the denomination. Jo8«* 
other son, has been Township Treasurer for nineteen ye«»^ 



tucago, Scots and the Bona of Scot* have contributed their pstt 

to the public school psfablishmeiit of the city. This has hevn ackcow- 
ledgeJ by the Bourd o( Education in the naming of at lenst tweuty- 
sevtn of its largest grammar schools after distiuguialied Scots and 
deacendenls of Scotemen. The services for popular education of Dauiel 
R. Cameron. John McLaren. Graeme Stewart, and John J, Badeuooh 
can ecarecly he jiroptrly eatimatcd by this generation, Mr. Slcl^ren 
was for inttuy years a trustee of the Lewis Institute, one of Chicago's 
educational estahlisbments. 

To Ihpse annaie should ho added the names of Prof. Hugh McTlonald 
Scott and Prof. W'm. Douglas Mackenzie. Both were Scotch, and both 
were incnihurs of tiie faculty of tlie Chicago Congregational Theological 
Seminary, at riiimi Park; both were preachers, teachers, and authors; 
and both were k-adera in their denomination in tlieir city, State, and 
Nation. Professor Scott was killed in a street-car accident; and Pro- 
fessor Mackenzie went from Ctiicago to become President of Ilailford 
Theological SMniunrj', Connecticut, which office he still holds. 

Another Scot, whom his countrymen delight to honor, is President 
Charles M. Htuart, of the Methodist Episcopal Theological Seminary 
at Evanst'jn, kiimni as Garrett Blhlii'al Institute. President Stuart is a 
native iif Uliisgow; edacated in il.s noted High School; graduatetl in 
1880 at Kalaraanoo College, and later at Garrett Biblical Institute : was 
asaistant editor of the "Northwestern Christian Advocate" from 1888 
to 18!)(J, ami its editor from 190S to 1912; was Professor of Homilctica 
in GarrcU. Uihlical Institute from 189fi to 1908; and has been its Presi- 
dent since 1912; ii record of educational and editorial service deserving 
of a large rwogiiitioji in thei^e chronicles. 

Tile long. HicfcMsful and satisfaetory labors of President Thomas 
McClelland, late of Kuox College, Gnlesburg, deserve an honored'placc 
in the colb-gc annals of Illinois. Hi? is one of the sons of the sturdy 
Ulsler-Scols, who have planted the church and the school sidp by side. 

In Perry County, in early day, among the teachers mentioned are 
Francis Thompson McMillan and Martiia McMillan. In Randolph 
County, at the Plum Crtrk settlement, we find among the Presbyti'rians 
who came from South Carolina those who had the "energetic traits which 
have marked the race in all parts of the United States." It is related 
that that staunch Covenanter. Rev. Samuel Wylip, '"fref|uently !iad 
private iitiidentV probablv preparing for the ministry. Adam Wylie, 
a brother, taught in 1833-5 at Sparta. It is related by"S. B. Hood, that 
"in the summer of 1883 G. T. Ewing, afterwards a Covenanting 
minister, taught school in Section 9, east of Eden," 
_ In the records of the early schools in AlcDoiiciugh County are to he 
pd tlie namw of Scots who did good sen^ice in building up education 

ighout tlic "Military Tract." And this is duplicated in many other 

QeB and di'itn'cf!-. 

(The h!i . ■ ' :' ■' ' '■ ':-us of Illinois is that of change In 

M', policies, and alfiliations. The 

j'icneer days, and the scarcity of 

-ii^laiued and substantial sapporl. 
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The news of the separated commimities found among its most eflScient 
disseminators the traveling preachers or cirduit-riders, and the itinerant 
peddlers. These, with their more or less novel narratives and unusual 
tales, were welcome visitors in the log-cabin and the wayside tavern. 

In those times the habit, now practically imiversal, of subscribing 
for, and of reading, the local paper had not been acquired. Touching 
authorship, as at present understood, there was little if any in Illinois, 
unless we except the well written and useful works of Morris Birkbeck 
and George Flower, of the English colony of Edwards County. 

The excellent sketch of Governor Joseph Duncan ("Fergus* His- 
torical Series,'^ No. 29), by his daughter, the late Mrs. Julia Duncan 
Kirby, of Jacksonville, contains the following : 

"Capt. Matthew Duncan'* (Governor Duncan's brother) was edu- 
cated at Yale College, and after completing his education, and return- 
ing to his native state "(Kentucky),*' he for a time edited a paper in 
Eussellville, Ky., called "The Mirror." On removing to Illinois, in 

1814, he edited and published at Kaskaskia "The Illinois Herald," the 
first newspaper published in Illinois. In December, 1814, he published 
the first book or pamphlet that was published in the State. In June, 

1815, he published the first volume of what was known as "Pope's 
Digest." In 1817, Matthew Duncan sold his paper to Daniel P. Cook 
and Robert Blackwell. He abandoned journalism and entered the army. 
He resigned after four years of service, and engaged in business in 
Shelbyville, Illinois, where he died January 16, 1844, only a few hours 
after Governor Duncan, neither knowing of the illness of the other. 
"For the Scotch ancestry of Matthew, see the sketch of Governor Duncan 
given elsewhere in this paper. 

Other historians state that Matthew Duncan ^T}rought a press and 
a primitive printer's outfit from the state" (Kentucky). Hooper War- 
ren, who was the founder of the third paper established in Illinois, 
affirms that Duncan's press "was for years only used for public printing." 
The oldest issue of "The Illinois Herald" known to be in existence is 
Vol. I, No. 30, and bears date December 13, 1814. It was a three-column 

faper. When Cook and Blackwell acquired it, they changed it to "The 
ntelligencer," and increased it to four columns. In 1820, it followed 
the State Capitol from Kaskaskia to Vandalia. 

Robert Goudy (writes Hon. Ensley Moore), of Jacksonville, Illinois, 
in 'transactions of the Illinois State Historical Society," 1907, pp. 
315-23), was presumably born in the neighborhood of Armagh, County 
Tyrone, which is in the province of Ulster, in the north of Ireland, 
November 2, 1785. The Goudies were, and are to be found in Ayrshire, 
next to Wigtownshire and Argyllshire, Scotland, the nearest to that part 
of Ireland where the Protestant population is largest and where lived 
the Ulster-Scots. The Scotch poet Robert Bums h^d a friend, "John 
Goudie, the terror of the Whigs," to whom he addressed some chkractor^ 
istic verses. In the migrations of those who bore the name, it ' 
variously written Goudie, Goudy, Gowdie and Gowdy. "M" 
married Miss Jane Ansley, who was of Scotch descent. ? 
spelling of the name was and is Ainslie. Like many c^ 
changed, as it were, in transportation finally to 1 
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early learned the art of printing. The family lived for a time in 
Indiana, and in June, 1832, came to Illinois, settling in 1833 in Jack- 
sonville. It is believed that he, like Duncan, brought with him his 
printing plant. In 1834 he published "The News^^ in Jacksonville. The 
same year was issued from the Goudy press 'Teck's Gazetteer of Illinois,^' 
a book, now rare, that became an authority, and, aside from official 
publications, probably the first book printed and bound in Illinois. Then 
began the publication of "Goudy's Farmer^s Almanac,^' which contained 
much varied and valuable information. Mr. and Mrs. Goudy had nine 
children, all of whom were to become noted in their respective homes 
and walks of life.^' 

Hon. Calvin Goudy, M. D., was their second child. When Jack- 
sonville became their home, he attended Illinois College, and had among 
his associates, War-Governor Bichard Yates, and Rev. Robert W. Patter- 
son, D. D., long the pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, Chicago, 
whose sons, Robert W., and Raymond were prominent newspaper men, 
the first the editor, the othej* the Washington correspondent, of the 
"Chicago Tribune.^^ In conjunction with a brother, probably Ensley 
T., in 1837, Calvin published the "Common School Advocate," the first 
journal of its class in the west. He studied medicine, and practiced his 
profession in Taylorville, Christian County. In 1850 he was elected to 
the Legislature, and, as indicated elsewhere, took an active part in edu- 
cational advancement. He died March. 8, 1S77. His services in pro- 
moting education and periodical literature were many and useful. Of 
his distinguished brother, Hon. W. C. Goudy, mention is made in that 
section of this paper entitled ^^ench and Bar.^* 

The growth of the newspaper business in Illinois from 1830 to 1900 
has been marvelous. During the first half of this seventy-year period 
it is impossible now to trace the antecedents of their founders, owners, 
and editors in the State at large. 

As Chicago developed, there were long connected with its press num- 
bers of Scots whose writings in their specialties made them noted. A 
few may be mentioned. 

James Ballantyne, during the Civil War decade, was an authority 
on financial and commercial matters. His department on the old 'T^e- 
publican" was a standard. 

James Chisholm, before and after the Great Fire of 1871, was a 
dramatic critic of local fame. His articles in the "Inter Ocean" were 
universally read by the theatrical world. The weekly review which he 
prepared and published under the whimsical pseudonym of "John 
Barleycorn" were inimitable, "pawky;" delightful for their wit, with a 
flavor and expression that reminded one of Charles I^amb. 

E. N. Lament, writer for the same paper, was a man of rare attain- 
ments, retiring, with a fine, graceful style, an essayist whose counter- 
part is George P. Upton, so long one of the charming contributor?? to 
the columns of the "Tribune." Lamont^s book-reviews were unexcelled 
for diflcrimination and taste. He had no superior as a literary Scot in 

' A. writing-staff of the ^Inter Ocean" alone there 
8 and descendants of Scots. Indeed in that 
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journalistic group A'irgil's well-known line was playfully paraphrased 
to the '^cultivating of literature on a little oat-meal." 

In tlie circle of the religious press of that period was Rev. E. 
Erskine, who edited the "North-Westem Presbyterian" an influential 
publication of the denomination: genial, alert, capable, a preacher who 
was also an excellent editor. 

Cyrus Hall McCormick, once owner of the "Times," before Wilbur 
F. Storey's advent, founded and maintained the brilliant "Interior," 
whose editor, Dr. Wm. C. Gray, in his day was next to Dr. J. A. Adams, 
of the Congregational "Advance," the best paragrapher on the American 
religious press. 

Dr. Charles M. Stuart, long associate editor, then editor, of 
Methodist Episcopal "North-Western Christian Advocate," published in 
Chicago, w^as a journalist who ranked with Erskine, Gray, and Adams. 

Gen. Daniel Cameron, who always retained the "burr'' of the "r" 
in the heather-r-r, was a virile editorial writer, who a half century ago 
was a political, as well as a journalistic power in northern Illinois. His 
brother, A. C. Cameron, was long a prominent local publisher of news- 
papers. 

In these latter days the Scots in Illinois and throughout the North- 
West take great pleasure in recalling the useful and esteemed George 
Sutherland, of the "Western British American;" courteous, courageous, 
quiet, pure, he was beloved of all. 

In a county history of 1883, appears the following: "D. P. Mc- 
Millan began the publication of the ^Randolph County Record' at Sparta, 
May 28, 1844." It is said he went there from Kaskaskia in 1842, and 
removed to Chester in 184G. He was one of the few of the name in 
Illinois who were newspaper men. 

The history of Illinois could not well be written were the names of 
Robert Fergus and his son, George Harris Fergus, omitted. In 1839, 
Robert Fergus issued the first directory of Chicago, and other similar 
works in subsequent years as late as that of 1857, including reprints 
of the same after the Great Fire of 1871. His son, George, was his 
close companion and cordial coadjutor from the early "60's." Robert 
Fergus also printed the first decisions of the Illinois Supreme Court, 
known as "Scammon's Reports." 

Father and son published "The Fergus Historical Series" which 
embrace some forty volumes and pamphlets hearing on early Chicago, 
Illinois, and the North-West. Today "The Fergus Historical Series" 
comprise collectively the most authoritative history of pioneer days in 
Chicago and the State. The complete "Illinois: Historical and Statis- 
tical," by the late Judge John "Moses, is a work in two volumes of over 
1,300 pages, and w^as published through the sole enterprise of George 
Fergus. 

Both Robert and George Harris Fergus, all their active and useful 
lives, were deeply interested in civic betterment. Although neither of 
them ever held public office, both — Robert from 1839 to 1860 and George 
from 1860 to 1911 — were upbuilding and influential factors in city, 
'State, and National affairs, and were always on the side of good gor 
eminent. 
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lert Fergus was bom in Uiasgow, Scotland, August 4, 1815. Kin 

vas Joliii iiuii bis iiiollier was Margaret Patterson (Aitken) 

He WUB educated in the ecliooU of his uativi? rity, mid at llie 

e of fourteen years entered tlie University Printing tlfliee at Villadeld. 

e early days lit "worked at tiie case"' on Sir Walter Scott's "Mar- 

"The Lady of tlio Laki-," and "The Lay of the Lust Minstrel.'' 

B ako toiik part in "sotting up" Sturm's "Keileclions" ami Meadow'u 

•h, Italian and Spanish dictionaries. His training in the "art pre- 

servativiT," and in imblishiug was practical and thorough, and laid the 

foundation for hia future career in Chicago, whem he arrived one month 

■ prior to his twenty-fourth birthday, and where he lived lor sixty years. 

His wife's niiiidpn name was Margaret Whitehead Scott, who, too, was 

i'Bative of Glasgow, and was the daughter of James Heytt, a merchant 

maver tuid a burgess and freeman of the city. Mr. Fergus founded in 

pieago th<i printing and publishing house tiiat bore his name, and he 

i&tinued actively in that business until his decea.ie. 

George Harris l-'ergus, tJielr eldest eon, was bom in Cliicago, Sept- 
pber 1, 1840. He was educated in the public schools of tlic city, and 
Mme fl partner of his father, and continued the business until his 
Bth. November 24, 1911. 

During the late "50's" George became a member of the famous 
tnpuny known as "Ellsworth's Zouaves." When the first call for troops 
a issued by President Lincoln, he was appointed First Lieutenant of 
mpany K, 11th Xew York Infantry, under Colonel Ellsworth, This 
^iitiaud was mustered into service sii. Wnahineton, P. C, May 7, 1S61. 
ms the first regiment sworn in for the Civil War. Colonel Ells- 
, in the fall of ISCO, entered the office of Mr. Lincoln at Spring- 
^d to study law, and ncoompauied Ihe President-elect to Washington 
"I the way to his inauguration. Lieutenant Fergus serval with his 
_'ment in Miiy, 1R(J1, when it was detailed to guard Presidenl: Lincoln 
; tlie White House, He was present when Colonel Ellsworth, while 
tempting lo haul dewn a Confederate flag, in Alesandriii. Va., was 
not. Mfiy 24, 18(il. Sir. Fergus was married to Mary Electa Stocking 
1 November 24, 18G7, Mrs. Fergus is an honored resident of Chicago 
g[April. 1919), 

The characteristics of father and son are revealed in all their work, 
.toth gave their lifetime to historical research and investigation, and 
Qieir publications bear witness of their almost faultless accnrncy. Bolicrt 
fltrgnji was thoroughly Scottish, and George was as thoroughly Ameri- 
' I in spirit. They had much in common. Both were intense in thought 
I action. Itiiliert was a great reader of the best literature, George 
[ an esfeemeil companion to many famous men. George was direct. 
Mible, retiring, but always responsive, and ever master of himself. 
I were true to their respective traditions — Scottish and .imerican. 
I their nw'ful careers, they exemplified the ancient motto of the Clan 
lrgn« — "Tlendy, Ave nmdr," 

In 'NT. ■" ' ■ " . ■ rivil War. the abolitionists 

M their advocacy of uncon- 
' !!■ daring in their efforts to 
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aid fugitives. The "agents" and "stations'^ of the 'TJnderground Rail- 
road" had greatly increased in numbers and efficiency in all this section. 

La Salle County had become important as a district where the 
"lines" from the South converged, to be continued from there to Chicago. 
In Ottawa, particularly, there was an aggressive anti-slavery society. 
In 1838-9 there had been organized in that place three churches, the 
Congregational, Baptist, and Methodist, whose members were ardent 
in the anti-slavery cause. 

No braver or bolder man in all this region was there than John 
Hossack. He was a stalwart Scotchman, who was born in Caledonia 
in 1806. Love of liberty has always been a notable trait of his country ' 
men. 

From an interesting paper, by Rev. John H. Ryan, of Kankakee, 
entitled "A Chapter from the History of the Underground Railroad in 
Illinois," published in the "Journal of the Illinois State Historical 
Society," (April, 1915, vol. 8, No. 1, pp. 23-30), the following, largely, 
has been gathered : 

John Hossack had settled in Ottawa about 1849. It is related of 
him that the first fugitive, slave whom he helped to freedom was sent to 
him by the fearless and fertile Rev. Ichabod Codding, a Congregational 
minister and anti-slavery lecturer, who had traveled much. At that 
time, John Hossack was evidently a man of recognized force. 

The incident, in connection with which his name has come down to 
our time, involved a fugitive slave named Jim Gray, or "Nigger Jim," 
as slavery's supporters called him. "Jim" had escaped from his master, 
one Richard Phillips, and had made his way from Missouri to Union 
County, Illinois. There he was captured and put in prison. A Mr. 
Root interested himself in the fugitive, and sued out a writ of habeas 
corpus in the State Supreme Court. The case was taken before Judge 
J. D. Caton, who sat at Ottawa, then one of the grand divisions of this 
jurisdiction. 

John Hossack had been notified that the slave and his captors were 
to arrive in Ottawa at a certain time. He was at the station to meet 
them. The party who had "Jim" in charge consisted of Phillips, his 
son, a constable, and "three kidnappers, Jones, Curtley, and McKlinney." 

The "kidnapping" of negroes had long been practiced in the 
southern counties of the State. Two or three men were usually asso- 
ciated together for this business. One would establish himself at St. 
Louis, or at one of the other border towns, and work up a reputation as 
a seller of slaves. The others would move about the Illinois counties on 
the lookout for negroes — slaves or free. The "kidnappers" never stopped 
to inquire whether a colored person was free or not. The question simply 
was, could he be carried oflE in safety? The slave-hunters seized their 
victims secretly, or enticed them to accompany them under false pre- 
tences, placed them in a wagon, and drove as rapidly as possible to tlift 
borders of the State" (Prof. N. Dwight Harris' "Hi»1 
Servitude in Illinois," pp. 54-5). Then they wer» 

When John Hossack met the Phillips pwty. ' 
Byan, ^^ad a trace-chain fastened to his legp^ 
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_ ) aronnd his neck, aiii] Jown between his legs — ^the end hcM by a 
Site man, the negro walking in front." This was too much for Joha 
HoHsack, He (Jemaiided of Jim'e guard to know of what crime the negro 
kad been guiity that he should be thus treated. The answer given was 
I unsatisfactory that Hossack eselaimed: "No man can be taken 
rough the Btreets of Ottawa thus hnmiliated — not while John Hossack 
This fearless, public protest led to some abatement of "Jim's" 
ntmeiit. 

This esliibitioQ of slavery's inhumanity caused intense excitement 
i the community. In deference to public sentiment, the Phillips party 
^k their prisoner to a hotel instead of putting liim in jail that night. 
I the evening church hells rang, meetings were held, plans were made 
r the hearing before Judge Caton the nest day, and attorneys were 
toined to di/fend the fugitive. 

On the hearing, and after evidence was submitted and the argu- 
ments were presented. Judge Caton discharged "'Jim" from custody. 
Now came the crisis. There had been some understanding that this 
■|roiiId be done. When, therefore, the United States Marshal was re- 
^■pving his prisoner, the crowd gathered around captors and captive. 
^KhoBe most instrumental in separating "Jim" and the Marshal were 
^nbn Hossack and Dr. Stout and Dr. Hopkins, and some dozen or fifteai 
^Kbere, A carriage was in waiting close by. Mr. Campbell (his name 
^prtainly sounds Scotch) had charge of the team. The rescuers quickly 
Jplt "Jim" in the carriage, and away they went. The fugitive waa con- 
^■Syed to a place of safety a few miles from the present city of Streator, 
^Kiere he remained concealed until he was taken by friends to Chicago. 
^nere lie was received by Philo Carpenter, and later sent to Canada 
^bd freedom. 

^K John Hossack, with Dr. Joseph and James Stout, and ten or fifteen 
^Bbers were indicted by a United States grand jury for their participa- 
^win in the rescue from the Marshal of a prisoner. TUey were tried in 
^Biicago in the United States District Court, and convicted. John 
^Boasack was defended by Messrs. Isaac N. Arnold, Burton C. Cook, and 
^p. C. Lamed, ail able and distinguished lawyers, and all personal friends 
^W Mr. Lincoln. 

In hia own defense, when asked what he had to say why sentence 
ehould not be pronounced, Hossack made an address of which Rev. Mr. 
Byan Bays: "It will become mfmorahle as later generations appreciate 
HBie heroism of our National ensis." Hos'iack waa sentenced to serve ten 
^bjB in jail, and to pay a fine and costs amounting to $591. 
^B It was a dearly won victory for the pro-slavery people. "Jim" had 
^■csped. literally Scot-free, Hossack's courageous course, his manly 
^naring durinj; the trial, and his stirring speech in court, were as fuel 
H|« coaSagrntion that spread through, and lighted up, all of the northern 
^Bcb of the State. His prison became a Mecca to which'crowds flocked. 
^B 'wspapprs reportcl every incident in connection with it in detail. 

I who had hitherto been indifferent on the subject of slavery 

I n ov*r to r.he side of the oppressed black man. His friends 

ft cnconraiTi'd by the change in public sentiment. Indeed, 
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probably no single act, in 1859-60, in northern Illinois had more in- 
fluence in advancing the cause of the anti-slavery people; nor did more 
to create a local atmosphere for the National Convention which met in 
Chicago and nominated Mr. Lincoln for the Presidency. 

At that time Hon. John Wentworth was Mayor of the city. He also 
owned and managed a newspaper published in Chicago. In its columns 
the following was one of his clarion utterances regarding the penalty 
visited on the sturdy Scot, John Hossack, for his acts in behalf of Jim 
Gray: 

"Scotchmen, patriot's and citizens, visit John Hossack ! Kemember 
our friends of freedom as bound with him!" Then he added: "Let 
their fines and costs be paid !'' 

And the public response was general and generous. The slave- 
hunter^s trade in Illinois was dead. John Hossack and his brave asso- 
ciates had killed it. 

In 1848 there died in Chicago a Scot, whose varied adventures read 
like a romantic tale of Robert Louis Stevenson or Mayne Reid. His 
name occurs frequently in "Astoria,'^ that interesting book of Washing- 
ton Ir\'ing, himself the son of a native of the Orkney Islands. If the 
reader would learn of the hazards and harvests of the fur-trade of the 
North-West of a century ago, let him peruse the delightful pages of 
Irving's "Astoria.'^ 

Robert Stuart was bom at Callander, Scotland, which is familiar 
to every American tourist who has taken the charming trip through the 
district made famous by Sir Walter Scott in "The Lady of the Lake." 
The story of the life of Stuart (related by Dr. Peter Ross, in his "The 
Scot in America," pp. 59-63), is that Robert was a grandson of Alex- 
ander Stuart, who, as "Allan Breck^^ would say, had "a King^s name." 
Alexander was the bitter enemy of that notorious cateran, Rob Roy. 

Robert came to America when about twenty-one years old. As a 
fur-trader in Canada he had seen life; on the coast of Labrador he had 
been a fisherman; with the voyageurs he had made various expeditions 
into the interior. The first John Jacob Astor found in him a trusted 
partner and fearless pioneer in his almost empire-visioned enterprises in 
the Far Xorth-West. 

In 1819, Stuart quitted Oregon, struck the trail for the East, and 
found his wav to Mackinac Island. The summer visitor to this well- 
known place in "The Straits" will remember the old "Astor House." 
Still to be seen there are some of the hewn-log structures of a century 
ago, in which the furs brought in by hunters and traders were sorted 
and stored, preparatory to shipping them to the sea-board. There, too, 
may be inspected the interesting records of Ramsay Crooke, the Scotch 
factor, who was in charge of the post. Stuart continued his work on the 
Island as a fur-trader. His knowledge of, and influence with, the 
Indians led to. his appointment by the Government as Commissioner. to 
the tribes of the region. In 1834 he removed to Detroit, and x 
Treasurer of the State of ^fichigan. The tribes with ^ 
associated sincerely respected and trusted him, ae 
by long experience they had come to know 
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promises to them had never been broken ; a reputation by no means uni- 
versal of those to whom the Government has entrusted its Indian ad- 
ministration. 

His son David, a leading lawyer, and a Congressman from Michi- 
gan, came to Chicago, as attorney for the Illinois Central Kailroad ; 
volunteered in 1861; became Colonel of the Fifty-fifth Illinois Infantry; 
commanded a brigade in General^ Sherman's army; was wounded at 
Shiloh, and served brilliantly at Corinth and elsewhere. He was a 
gallant and talented officer, and exhibited in his life and services the 
loyalty of his father to the United States. 

Of the one hundred and two counties in Illinois at least twenty-five 
bear the names of men of either Scottish birth or blood. As may be 
inferred, these names are ol! those distinguished in the military and 
civil service of the United States, during and since the Revolutionary 
War. They began with St. Clair, the first county organized, and extend 
to next to the last, Douglas County, created in 1857. 

In upwards of sixty counties, froni Alexander, on the extreme south, 
to Jo Daviess and Lake, on the north line, there are more than a hun- 
dred cities, towns, villages, and communities which have distinctively 
Scottish names. 

Of the original of the names of Elgin and Dundee, in Kane County, 
there need be no question. In Scotland, however, the ^V in Elgin is 
given the "hard sound'' and in the United States it is given the "soft 
sound.'' 

In regard to ^the naming of Dundee, a local historian relates the 
following : 

"Early in 1837, all were convinced, from what was going on at the 
crossing of the Fox River, that a town would soon grow up at that point. 
The people began to discuss a name for it. A meeting was called to 
consider the question. Nearly every one had some favorite that would 
recall some locality back at the old home. Finally a j-oimg Scotchman 
named Alexander Gardiner rose, and in his rich Scotch dialect proposed 
the name TDundee' after his native town. The name was unanimouslv 
adopted .'' 

Wheatland Township, Will County, had, in 1843-4, several additions 
to its settlers, who, with their descendants, have exercised a determining 
influence in its development. Among them were William and John 
McMicken, who came direct from Scotland. It is recorded that in 18-14 
Stephen Fridley founded the "Scotch settlement" there. In the same 
year Robert Clow arrived, also Mungo Patterson. In 1847 the Scotch 
Church was organized, and its house of worship, a mile north of 
Tamarack post office, was erected a few years later. Robert Clow lived 
until 1880, when at the age of 83 he passed on ; a useful widely known 
and respected citizen, whose descendants have been identified with the 
beet interests of the community, and have contributed their full share 

"^ up-building. 

'^teresting custom was transplanted to this "Scotch settlement 

' Years ago, and found firm root there. It is the annual 

which has come to be the most popular agricultural 
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function in the County, and for years has exceeded in attendance any 
of the old-time County fairs which once were quite an institution. This 
"plowing match^' anniversary owes its creation and continuance to the 
late James Patterson, whose birthplace was in the southwestern part of 
Scotland, celebrated for its plowmen. While yet a young man, Mr. 
Patterson, who had thoroughly learned farming in his native province, 
came to Will County, bought land, and became one of the widely known, 
respected, and successful farmers in a' district famous for masters in that 
profession. He also brought with him an enthusiastic zeal for the best 
customs of his Scottish forbears' land. One of these was the celebration, 
with the aid of capable workmen and under farming conditions, of the 
Ayrshire, Wigtownshire, and Kirkcudbrightshire — indeed of all agricul- 
tural Scotland — customs of yearly "plowing niatches.^* These took place 
in the autumn, when the crops were harvested, and the fields were ready 
for "fall-plowing.^^ Their objects were, to cultivate thoroughness in 
soil-preparedness and treatment, speed and skill in turning the furrows, 
and general interest and efficiency in all kinds of field-work. Prizes 
were awarded the successful plowmen. The competition was keen. The 
day set apart for the trials was an event. Then horses were employed 
before this day of the tractor. The teams were selected with care. The 
place where the work was done took on the appearance of a popular 
fair. The farming-implement manufacturers and dealers were there in 
evidence with their out-puts. This was the custom which Mr. Patterson 
introduced, and until the end of his life maintained with success at the 
"Scotch Settlement.'^ The last one which the writer attended (1917) 
was held in the district, and it was reported that there were lined-up 
around the fields upwards of 1,200 automobiles, and about ten thousand 
spectators. The visitors represented practically every County in 
Northern Illinois, and considerable delegations were in attendance from 
the adjoining States of Iowa, Wisconsin, and Indiana. 

In McDonough County, the heart of the Military Tract, the Scot 
early found a hospitable abiding place, and was rewarded by having a 
township named after his native land, Scotland. 

Among the early events of public importance in the County is 
recorded the work of Charles Hume, son of a Scot, who taught the first 
school in Hire Township; he became County Judge, and was a gallant 
soldier in the Civil War. William McMillan was a State Senator from 
the district in 1844-8. William Cowan, of Tennessee Township, a 
prominent citizen, was of Scotch parcnta<:;e. In Scotland Township, 
were James Clark, John and Alexander Watson, and the Barclays — 
John, James, Andrew and Robert — and Andrew Binnic, whose names 
tell their ancestry. In Prairie Township were Hugh Bobertson, and J. 
M. and C. W. Hamilton. In Industry Township was James Allison. 
In Chalmers Township (Scotch) was Wm. M. Beid. In Bushncll Town- 
ship, David Bobinson taught the first school, and Martha Campbell was 
the first teacher in New Salem Township. In Macomb, James M. 
Campbell was long a leading citizen, and also Lewis W. Boss, William 
Job, and John and James Vance, and others of So ' 
lineage. 
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No man was better known throughout that section, a third of a 
century ago, than the genial Alexander McLean. A native of Glasgow, 
he and his brother John were long active in public affairs. He (Alex- 
ander) was appointed in the first term of Governor Cullom a member 
of the Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois, and served on 
that body, it is believed, longer than any other man. Mr. McLean was 
the son of Hector and Catherine McMillan McLean, and came to the 
United States in 1849. He was a Presidential elector in 1876. There 
was another brother, Duncan, who became a judge in Idaho. 

Adam Douglas, John McMillan, Andrew McCandless father of the 
well-known family, all were of Scotch blood, and reflected credit on their 
ancestry. 

In Madison County we find such familiar names as that of David 
Gillespie, and his sons, Mathew and Joseph, who were Scotch, although 
of Ulster birth. The father came to Illinois in 1818, and delighted to 
trace his ancestry to the Clan Campbell of Argyllshire. Samuel Mc- 
Alilly was also of Scotch descent, and settled during the same period in 
Madison County. 

In early days Winnebago County's settlers often were the victims 
of the depredations of organized bands of outlaws, who stole, intimidated, 
and sometimes murdered, the peaceful pioneers. At last the conditions 
became so serious, because of the boldness and badness of these bandits, 
that the settlers formed companies who were called "Regulators,^* to put 
a stop to the operations of the high-handed thieves. Jolm Campbell, a 
Scotchman, a devout Presbyterian, and an esteemed citizen, was chosen 
to be the leader of the law-abiding people. In one of their enterprises, 
the outlaws killed Mr. Campbell. A desperado named Driscoll was held 
to be the murderer, and he was promptly executed for the crime. The 
summary punishment thus dealt out to one of their chief men rid the 
country of these ruffians. 

Among the well-known early settlers of Winnebago County, were 
Scots who were prominent in private and public affair?. No attempt 
is here made to give anything like a list of them. Those mentioned! 
may be taken as illustrations of how the Scot has made his way. These 
are named with the year of their arrival in the country ! Thomas D. 
Roberston, 1838 ; Duncan Ferguson, 1839 ; D. II. Ferguson, 1839 : Daniel 
Dow, 1841, and G. Tulloch, 1841. Mr. Robertson was an influential 
banker of Rockford. Duncan Ferguson was educated at the University 
of Glasgow, and was a leading citizen and ofllcial, D. II. Ferguson, who 
was an infant when he came, served (1866-1870), as Collector of In- 
ternal Revenue for the district, and was a banker. 

The town of Caledonia, numerically not large, and commercially 

not considerable, is one of the most prosperous and best known in Boone 

Countv. The localitv was settled in 1838; and, when the countv was 

organized two years later, it began to show marked growth. The officials 

who had the matter in hand gave it its name upon the presentation of a 

petition which set forth that it had beon chosen by the residents of the 

'^lity. Like its successful and not distant kith and kin, Argyle, its 

residents in the beginning were from Argyllshire, Scotland. 

lee, whose sons became prominent and prosperous business 
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men in Belvidere, was from the parish of Southend. The native Scot 
understands that the village of Southend is just east of the Mull of 
Cantiro, and in sight of the famed ruin of Dunaverty, which stands like 
a sentinel on the shore. Alexander McNair and James Montgomery 
were of Argyllshire birth, and John and A. D. Ralston bore names of an 
influential family in Scotland, one of whose members became distin- 
guished in California history. 

To give in detail, within the limits of this paper anything like a 
complete account of the various "Scotch Settlements," in Illinois and 
their early residents, would be an impossible task. However, enough 
has been intimated to suggest somewhat of their members, locations, and 
the cliaracters and lives of those who established them. It mav be said, 
without fear of successful contradiction, that in no community has the 
Scot settled in Illinois where he has not left an impress that did not 
make for its betterment in every particular. 

Xo^theast of Rockford, in Winnebago County, and near the western 
border of Boone County, is the "Scotch settlement," Arervle. It is the 
hmne of the Willow Creek Presbyterian Church. From the history of 
this congregation, prepared and read by D. G. Harvey, at the semi-cen- 
tennial, held June 6-7, 1895, are taken many interesting annals, as 
well as valuable data that are published in the pamphlet containing the 
details of that celebration. 

James Armour, of Ottawa, took up a claim of prairie and timber 
land, afterwards, known as "Scotch Grove," on Willow Creek. This 
claim came to be owned by George and John Armour, and then by 
George Picken, Wm. Ralston, and Robert Armour. In 1836. John 
Greenlee, "the pioneer and founder of the Argyle Settlement." lo- 
cated on the line between Winnebago and Boone Counties, and in 
1837 he brought his family "to their new home, being the first Scotch 
family to locate in this part of Winnebago County." Others soon 
followed. We find among them, the names of Hugh Reid (1838); 
George Picken, Robert Howie, Andrew Giffen, and Alexander Mc- 
Donald (1839) ; Wm. Ferguson, James Picken, John Andrew, Alex- 
ander Reid, Robert Armonr, (1840) ; Gavin and David Ralston, Wm. 
Harvey, John McEachran, and John Picken (1841) ; David Smith, 
James Montgomery, Peter Caldwell, James and Alexander Reid, and Mr. 
McXair (1842) ; and in 1843, the families of Peter and Alex. Ralston, 
Charles Picken, and Lionel Henderson ; thirty families who located there 
before the church was organized. There were fifty-one charter members,^ 
who represented seventeen groups of different names. 

The Dukes of Argyll (written here Argyle) were and are chiefs of 
the distinguished Clan Campbell. The histories tell of the most of them 
as men of high character and excellent reputation. Some of their land- 
a^rents — "factors" thev are called over there — were not so favorably 
known. In the decade between 1830 and 1840 some of these "factors" 
treated the tenant-farmers of the then Duke with great harshness. These 
measures became so severe that an exodus of many of the fanners to 
Illinois followed. 

The large settlement in Winnebago County in which they ^ 
their homes they named Argyle after the shire in the home-lani 



fin the early years, religious meetings were held in liie homes of the 
"pie, for the settlers did not fail to "asscinble tlioinselvos together fwr 
rer, praise aiid reading of the Scriptures." In ISi'i, a log-Tiouee was 
■ id, which was used for day-school, Sunday School, and public wur- 
Froutier frnttfmity prevailed. The ppnple were ministered to. 
1 possible, by Baptist and Methodist clergymen. In 1843, an elfort 
I made to organize a church, but it was not until December, 1814, 
^t this was done. In January, 1845, the church decided to unite with 
B Old School Presbyterian body. The church was staunch in doctrine, 
1 proQounced in ite anti-slavery convictions. 
Jn tliose olden dajs the congregational singing was led hy a "pre- 
"' tts in Scotland. The' "elders" were ordained and installed ac- 
j to time-honored Scottish custom. Those who held positions in 
t church 88 trustees, treasurer, and clerk, were styled "otlicc- bearers." 
There was a "manse," as the Scotch call a parsonage. When a 
'iter was engaged to preach for a time, but not as a settled pastor, 
I'Vas known as a "'supply." The custom prevailed of having "candi- 
." if there was a vacancy in the pulpit. If a janitor of the church 
B needed, '"bids" for the ])lace were received by the trustees. Calls 
e pastorate were "prosecuted before Presbytery;" that is, submitted, 
I Pffflhyterial action followed. When a minister resigned, the "pas- 
1 rdation was dissolved." These things are familiar to Presbyteri- 
, and are merely mentioned here for the information of those not 
nbers of that body. 
The ministers of Willow Creek Church included Bev, Janiee Mac- 
nUfdilnn, well known two score of years ago in Chicago as the pastor 
of the Scotch Presbyterian Church, and at the time of his decease, some 
two years ago, one of the oldest members of Chicago Presbytery, and 
"Bi-stcr of the Brighton Park Presbyterian Church. 
i A number of the ministers became prominent in the denomination, 
krhurch in this respect has a remarkable record. 
' Among Uie young men who grew up in this church, was Rev. John 
Hontgomery. He was a son of Elder James Montgomery and his 
e Jane Caldwell Montgomeri'. Mr. Montgomery was bom in Arg>'ll- 
, Scotland. December 18. 1839, and came to the United States with 
irents when a child. He was educated in the IMarengo -Academy, 
. College, and in the Chicago Congregational Theological 
', at Union Piirk, ITe graduiited with Ihc hiphest honors from 
i academy. The late veneniblo President Franklin W. Fisk 
•r institution, wiis ever a warm personal friend of Mr. Mont- 
»ry, and expressed his deep appreciation of him to the effect that 
I (Mr. Montgomery), have been a constant joy to me all the years 
I you went from the Seminary." Mr. Montgomery served in the 
'uistry ,for twenty-five years, in three Congregational Chnrches 
vigbt, Morris and LaGrange. In his ]mst.0Tates, he drew about him, 
*" 5 Dr, £ee!ey, Edward Kemeys. the f=cnlptor of the lions in front 
' " ' '■' ' ^,Chic«go; Gen. P. C, Uaves. Mcmlier of Congress; 
t tbe State Supreme Court : F. D. Cossit, the 
"'. Vial. Moderator of the Tllinoia Con- 
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gregaiional Conference; and Bev. J. C. Armstrong, D. D., of the well- 
known Armstrong family of La Salle County, and for more than a third 
of a century Superintendent of the Congregational City Missionary 
Society of Chicago. Mr. Montgomery was always a close student, an 
indefatigable worker, and was held in high esteem by his ministerial 
brethren. He was an honored official of the State Congregational Asso- 
ciation, and was a delegate from Illinois to the First National Council 
of Congregational Churches, in 1871. 

The Arg}^le Church history shows that three other young men of 
the parish became ministers, namely: John Giffen, Matthew Howie, 
and James A. Harvey. This is another instance of the country church 
being the "mother of ministers.'^ All of them discharged faithfully 
their duties as preachers and teachers, "rightly dividing the word.'' 

It may here be recorded that some of these independent former 
Argyllshire farmers at times seriously considered the advisability of 
sending back to the hard-hearted "factors'' of the Duke a testimonial 
which should fittingly express their deep appreciation of the exactions 
that had caused them to leave their ancestral farm-steadings. They felt 
that but for the severities imposed upon them by the "factors" they 
would probably never have come to America, and never have achieved 
the prosperity and peace which had fallen to their lot in their adopted 
country. Here they came to own their own farms. In their native 
land they would always have been tenants. So they often talked of 
showing the despotic "factors" what a blessing their course had been, 
although it was never thus intended; and they would have rejoiced to 
show their gratitude in some way to the "factor bodies" whose vigors 
had made them in one way exiles, but in another way, had led to plenty. 
And yet, it has been remarked by some who do not know the true nature 
of the Scot, that he has no sense of humor. 

The name Cantire is also written Kintyre. If s headland — the Mull, 
as it is called — is the last prominent landmark in the Scottish coast to 
which the Scot sailing from Glasgow bids farewell on leaving his native 
Caledonia, and the first which greets him on his return from journeying 
in foreign climes. It used to be said of the stalwart and hospitable 
Scots of Argyle, Winnebago County, that any chance visitor to their 
neighborhood was certain of a hearty ^^ighland Welcome" if he but 
correctly pronounced "Machrihanish" or "Southend." 

Such were some of the products of this "Scotch Settlement" at Ar- 
gyle. It would be impossible to trace their influence. Only the "book 
of remembrance" will reveal it. But so much of it as we know intimates, 
in a fragmentary way, perhaps what a community of God-fearing, honest, 
industrious, intelligent people may accomplish for the promotion of good 
government, for the encouragement of education, and for the advance- 
ment of the race. 

Scots and their descendants have never comprised any considerable 
part of the legal profession in Illinois. What they have lacked in num- 
bers, however, they have fully made up in the character, ability, and 
achievements of their representatives. 

From the time of Senator Stephen A. Douglas to the diplomatic 
services of Hon. William J. Calhoun, the men of the race, who hav# 
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Bipieil oificia! position, or have been active in the practiee, hu^L> h'ft 
jgrds to wiiich their countrymen may now refer with satisfaction. The 
llliaot career at tlie bar, on the bench, and as a statesman of Senutur 
mglas need not here be recapitnlated. His public life belongs to the 
l^Ktiou, although Illinois claims Mm as one of her most distinguished 
sons. 

A great lawyer, and an able and honored jurist, was Judge Thomaa 
^ruDunond. Boru in the State of Maine, his father, James Drummoud, 
^■u a fanner of direct Scottish descent, noted for his sound sense and 
Hpbellcnt judgment, fiUQlities which his eminent son possessed in a high 

Hi We may infer the insignificance of Chicago, and the importance of 
^Rl«nft, In 1S35, when we recall that the latter city was described, by 
Hnfe vritere of that day, as so many miles north of St. Louis, while no 
HBWence whatever wa;! made to its distance from the present metropolis 
^Ktlie shores of Lake Michigan. The bar of Galena even then waa 
^BtapDfied of "some of the ablest practitioners in Illinois." Mr. Dnim- 
^Kod soon was acknowledged as one of the leading lawyers in that entire 
^mtuit. The characteristici for which he was noted are epitomized by 
his hiogrflphers as "intense application to the solid work of his pro- 
fession: investigation of facts and precedents; cautions and thorough 
aaa lTfiJB of the principles of law involved in the case at bar ; and .above 
B9, absolute integrity, sincerity, and candor. (Klrkland's and Mosea' 
Hffietory of Chicago." vol. I, p. 161), He was appointed at the age of 
^Bby Preaidcnt Taylor to the office of United States District Judge for 
HBfalotS. In 1&55, when the State was divided into two districts, he be- 
^KDe the Judge of the Northern District. In 1869, he was promoted 
^Klfae United States Circuit Court, which comprised then, as now, the 
^BtBB of Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin. The period of his service was 
Hb during which many important causes were decided, especially those 
^Rolving railroads, ]t is related (hat in this latter class alone, receivers 
^BM appointed representing bonded indebtedness of perhaps a hundred 
^HlUon of dollars. All this business came directly or indirectly under 
^nflge Dnnnmond's care, and hia name passed through the long ordeal 
^BuEailed by a breath of suspicion, not only of corruption imt of \m- 
^Bnuse" {Idem, p. 161). He was a patriot in the true sense, never a 
Hwtieaii. His attitude towards the bar was invariably considerate, dig- 
HpbS, modest, firm. He ranks with the great judges who have adorned 
Ht'tTnited States Courts of this coimtry. 

^K Son. Willium C. Gaudy's name occupies a deservedly high place 
HBaig lawyers in the general practice. The Goudie family's memhers 
^^u of Ayrshire, Scotland, origin. As elsewhere stated, the name was 
^BKUn in Scotland, Goudie. When the tyranny of the time led the 
Hpts to emigrate to the Province of TTlster, and later to America, the 
Hpiography was changed to Goudy and Gowdy. As tliose who held it 
^Biored still farther westward, they settled in western Pennsylvania, 
^^■ft, TndirtTi" ■•■fi'i tlii'ii i-iime to Illinois. As one of his biographers 
Kgon. V.n-V ■ ' ■ ' ■: ivMonville. Tllinots. in "A Notable Illinois 

Buiily," "'I ilie Illinois Stale Historical Society" for 

^HJK.pp. ^1' . I . . ■ ■ . I waid: "He was Iwrn 5Ijiy 1^, 1824. an era 
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when so many great men were born, and he was destined to become, or 
to make himself, the most prominent and distinguished member of the 
family. There was much in common, in th.e early days, of the various 
struggles of such ,men as Douglas, Lincoln, and Grant, with poverty and 
other adverse circumstances, and Wm. C. Goudy belonged to that class 
of men/' 

He was successively, school teacher, college-graduate, lawyer, State's 
Attorney, and State Senator ; a power in the choosing of United States 
Senators ; in the naming of Presidents ; and in the selection of members 
of the Supreme Court of the United States. It is related of him that 
"in 1855 he argued his first case before the Supreme Court of Illinois. 
One huE^dred and thirty volumes of these reports have been issued (up 
to 1894), and in every one of them cases have been reported which have 
been argued by Mr. Goudy. In the higher courts of other Western 
States, and in the Supreme Court of the United States, he has been 
almost as conspicuous a figure.'' In his church relationships he was a 
leader, having long served on the Board of Directors of the McCormick 
Theological Seminary. Like Hon. Milton Hay, of Springfield, often he 
was consulted by distinguished public men, who held his opinion and 
advice in high esteem, and were largely guided in their course by his 
views. 

Hon. William J. Calhoun was bom in Pittsburgh, Pa., the son of 
a member of the Scottish Clan of Colquhon, as the name is written in 
Scotland. The Colquhons were of ancient lineage, and their chiefs were 
prominent in Dumbartonshire, and in other western districts of Scot- 
land. One sect of the clan removed to Ulster, where the name came to 
be spelled more nearly as it was pronounced — Calhoun. The families of 
this latter branch were the progenitors of the Calhouns who have become 
distinguished in the United States. Mr. Calhoun's parents were Robert 
and Sarah (Enox) Calhoun. The historian, Francis Parkman, makes 
frequent mention of ''Knox's Diary." This was the record kept by Capt. 
John Enox, a British officer who was Mr. Calhoun's great-grandfather. 
At the age of sixteen Mr. Calhoun enlisted in an Ohio Volunteer infantry 
regiment. When the Civil War ended, he removed to Illinois, worked 
on a farm, taught school, studied law, and became an attorney in Dan- 
ville. In 1882 he was elected to the Legislature. Two years later he 
was elected State's Attorney for Vermilion County. In 1892 he was 
chosen general attorney for the Chicago and Eastern Illinois Railroad. 
He had been acquainted in Ohio in youth with President McEinle}', and 
in 1896 was active in bringing about his nomination. In 1897 he was 
appointed upon a diflScult governmental mission to Cuba, which he dis- 
charged with fidelity and success. In 1898 he was selected as a mem- 
ber of the United States Inter-State Commerce Commission. The Vene- 
zuela difference called him into service in South America as a special 
commissioner, and there again he displayed great skill. From 1907 to 
1913 he served as our Minister to China, and added to his already high 
reputation as a displomat. His record was even that of a man of marked 
ability and integrity. He died September 17, 1916. 

Several other names of men of Scotch birth and ancestry will illus- 
trate as many different types of service performed. 
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Andrew Crawford, bgrri in Ayrshire, Scotlaml, in 1831, was the eon 
f an old anil respecled family. The Crawforda of that diatrict in 
Wtlaiid were eminent in tlie nation's hiatory for centuries. Mr. Craw- 
l's mother was of the Hay family, also a distinguiahed one. At the 
9 of twenty-one he came to the United States; settled Geneseo, Illi- 
; Btudisd hiw; in ISIiH whs elected to the State Senate; in 1873 made 
B home in Chicago; became a prominent attorney: wag a specialist in 
lilroed law; and when he died in 1900 was reckoned one of the wealtlir 
1 infiuentia) membere of the bar. 
Judge James A. Crcighton, of Sprijigfield, was elected to the State 
Circuit bench for six successive terms, a record only duplicated by the 
' 'e Judge Joseph E. Gary, of Chicago, before whom the anarchists were 
fjed. Judge Creighton was a native of Illinois. Hia biographer states: 
( always proud of the fact that his parents, John and Mary 
raighton, were both bom in HHnois. as well as that they were direct 
scendants of an old Scotch' family that came early to the United 
tatea. and removed from South Carolina to Illinois in 1817." The 
B in Scotland is also wTitten Crighton and Crichton. and one of the 
tinguished men who hore it will be remembered as "The Admirable 
irichton." The name of liis brother. Judge Jacob B. Creighton, of 
, is well known in Southern Illinois. Judge James A. Creighton 
1 in Springfield in 1916. He was a highly respected jurist, and an 
led member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Hon. James McCartney, who was Attorney fleneral of Illinois from 
i80 to 1884, was ihe son of Scotch parents, although he himself was 
I in Ulster. He served as a volunteer in the Union Army auccee- 
toely in the 17tli and 112th Illinois Volunteer Infantry. M the close 
t thB war he settled in Fairfield. During his ndmiuistration, as the 
ief legal otRcer of the State, the ^.ake Front Suite" of Chicago, were 
Btitnted, which resulted, after extended litigation, in a decision in 
blvor of the city. He was a painstaking lawyer, a faithful ofliciBi, and 
t citizen who enjoyed the regard of the commnuity. 

Judge John M. Scott, lawyer and jurist, bora in St. Clair County. 
Mgust 1, 1824, was of Ulster-Scot ancestry. For half a century he 
Bed in McLean County. He was County Scliool Commissioner (that is, 
inperintendent), County Judge, Circuit Judge, Judge of the State 
JBptvme Court. One of his notable works was hia "History of the 
"Tnois Supreme Court,"' He died in Bloomington, January 21, 1898. 
He wrote several valuable papers on the Ulster-Scots and their services 
'l Jfstion-building. 

In Illinois, as indeed the world over, the Scot as a banker has been 
ispicuoas. The intelligent reader need scarcely again be reminded 
tat the founder of the great Bank of England was William Pater*on, 
|he son of n Dumfriesshire farmer, who inaugurated the most eompre- 
msivo system of financiering of the last two centuries, which has sineo 
ifiuenced Uie transactions of evcrj' civilized country. 

The moat widely known financier in the Sorth-Weat, during the 
t haU of the last century, was George Smith. He was boi-n in 1806 
I Aberdeenshire. Scotland, n district noted for its men of affairs. 
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ministers, scholars, military chieftains, and scientists. Like General 
St. Clair, in his youth Mr. Smith studied for the medical profession; 
like that soldier he came as a young man to America; but here their 
similarity ends, for Mr. Smith devoted his talents exclusively to civil 
pursuits, and became and remained wealthy. 

When he arrived in Illinois, in the middle "30 V^ he* came to a 
place which was only "in the gristle,^^ and not far in, at that. Even 
then, however, he saw something of its possibilities, because of its 
geography, as did Wm. B. Ogden, its first mayor, and John Wentworth, 
Congressman, mayor and editor, and Isaac N. Arnold, lawyer, legislator, 
and historian, and others whose names are inseparably connected with 
the beginnings of the Garden City. 

For sevieral years he was engaged in various business enterprises. 
He extended his interests to Milwaukee, with whose large concerns he 
became closely connected. In these he was associated with Hon. Alex- 
ander Mitchell, another Scot, who was A banker, railroad builder, and 
National legislator. He was one of the early promoters and directors of 
the Galena and Chicago Union Railroad — now the Northwestern sys- 
tem — the first line west out of Chicago. He was a charter member of 
the Board of Trade of his city. In 1839-40 he established his bank in 
Chicago, which became probably the most important and influential 
financial institution in the North-West in its time. In 1860 he was 
accounted one of the richest and most successful men of the Nation. He 
strongly supported the Union in the Civil War. Upon his retirement 
from active life, he returned to Great Britain. He contributed liberally 
to the educational institutions of his native land, and was held to be one 
of the foremost financiei:i3 of his generation. 

Kirkland's and Moses' "History of Chicago" (Vol. I, 517:18) con- 
tains the following : 

'Trom 1837 to 1840, Strachan and Scott were bankers — an enter- 
prising firm of Scotchmen associated with George Smith. In 1840, the 
banking firm of George Smith & Co., was established, and continued to 
be the leading house for about sixteen years, when it dissolved, and the 
senior partner retired to his native Scotland with an ample fortune, and 
a reputation of being one of the shrewdest and most enterprising busi- 
ness men, who had up to that time made Chicago their home. George 
Smith of Chicago and Alexander Mitchell at Milwaukee, were two 
Scotchmen who enjoyed, the latter until his death, a few years since 
(this was written in 1894) "a most successful career in finance and 
other enterprises. Their resources were boundless, and their energy 
untiring, and although many attempts were made by their rivals to 
crush them, they always discomfited their opponents and carried their 
enterprises to successful conclusions.'^ Their institutions were popularly 
known as "Smith's Bank" and "Mitchell's Bank." 

In Eockford were two Scots bankers — Thomas D. Robertson and 
D. H. Ferguson, who were known as leaders far beyond their own com- 
munities. 

The brothers, James B. Forgan and David R. Forgan, are recog- 
nized as among Chicago's prominent bankers. When Lyman J. Gage 
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I sppoiuted SL'tTetnrj" "f tliL' Trfd^ury ia I'rtrsideiit McKinlcy's cali- 
L JamcB B. Forgnn became Presiilent of the First National Hank of 
1 office which he filleil for nearly a quurtt-r of a century with 
] ability, satietaction, and suci'ess. David E. Forgan was founder 
t is President of the National City Bank of Chicagp. 
_ Of John Crerar the "''History of Chicago," by Kirkland and Mosea 
pbL n, pp. 730-31), tlius speaks: 

"Mr. Crerar never murried, and left no posterity to inherit hia 

lilio and perpetuate his memory. Up made the public hia heir, and 

'pfied a monument which will endure after marble has crumbled to 

J and the fame of mere earthly deeds shall have faded from the 

^Semories of men. By the proviaiona n£ his carefully prepared will he 

left the greater portion of his estati , amounting to two and ii linlf 

million dollars, for the founding md maint*^nance of a fi'L-e pu'ilic 

A million dollars were bequeaUud to rehgious, historical, liter- 

B, and henevolent institutions, one iiuniired thousand dollars for the 

kCtion of a colossal statue of Abraham Lincoln, end six hundred thou- 

1 dollarH to ^relatives and friends." 

Mr. Crerar was born in New York City, the son of .Scotch parenta. 

B father was a native of Grief, Perthshire, hia mother's maiden naiile 

I Agnos Smeillie. His father died the yeiu- of llie son's hirth. In 

'i he came lo Chicago, and was long the senior member of the Crerar, 

"o. firm. He had large holdings in a number of leading 

^ufactnring and transportation corporations, banks, and insurance 

His benefactions embraced many charities, and religious 

I other societies. He was a member of the Second Presbyterian 

, Chicago. The only office he ever held wns that of Presidential 

Ktor in 1888, when a Presbyterian elder was choaeu Chief Magistrate 

ffths Nation. He was a generous supporter of the Illinois Saint 

■ Society, the oldest chartered charitable organization in the 

The fund which he provided for the library has been well e-tpendcd. 
> of its original trustees were the late Col. Huntington W. .Iflckpon 
1 the late liorman Williams, both intimate friends. That it might in 
bva; compete with the great Newberry Library which is in the North 
"lion, he prorided that it should be "located in the South Side. His 
i ideals are seen in ihla statement in his will; "I desire that books 
i periodicals be selected with a view to create and sustain a healthy 
and Christian sentiment. I want the atmosphere that of 
stian refinement, and its aim and object the building up of char- 
Truly the library which bears his name is a memorial of the 
t enduring nature. 

"The Crerar library,'' says S. R. Winchell, in his "Cbieago" (1910) 
R exclusively a reference library, and aims to cover esjiecially tlie field 
TBcientific and technical literature, in order that the scope of tha 
'Inj libraries of tlie city may not be duplicated." 
Two companies of a semi-military character, organized for, and 
iDg much time and attention to, training in arms before the Civil 
. recognition in Illinois, and made fine records during the 
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Great Conflict. Each had a distinctive uniform. The members of both 
represented some of the choicest young men of Chicago. In the case of 
one, its leader met an untimely death early in the war; in the other, 
the Commander served throughout the war, and returned home in safety, 
after having passed through many hazardous experiences. These com- 
panies were the Ellsworth Zouaves and the Highland Guards. In the 
chapter of this paj^er entitled "Historical Publishers'' mention is made 
of the first-named troop. In this connection reference will be made 
to the second. 

The Highland Guards were organized in Chicago, on May 3, 1855. 
The members were Scotchmen. Their uniform was the Highland garb — 
kilts. On public occasions the Guards were in constant demand. In 
1859, when the Centennial celebration of the birth of the poet, Kobert 
Burns, was observed, and when probably the largest and most striking 
procession which Chicago had witnessed up to that time took place, the 
Highland Guards were the most picturesque division of the day. In 
1859-1860, the records show tliese officers: Captain, John McArthur; 
First Lieutenant, Alexander W. Baffen; Second Lieutenant, J. T. 
Young; Third Lieutenant, Andrew Quade; Fourth Lieutenant, Eobert 
Wilson; Secretary, T. McFarland; Treasurer, John Wood. Capt. John 
T. Raffen was in command when the Civil War began. The Guards were 
among the first to answer the call of President Lincoln. They were 
mustered in as Company E of the Nineteenth Illinois Volunteer In- 
fantry, and soon were at the front. Thereafter their record is part of 
that of the splendid ^'Old Nineteenth." 

One of this regiment's exploits was at the battle of Murfreesboro, 
otherwise called Stone Eiver. General Eosecrans' gallant army there 
met the seasoned troops of General Bragg. The fighting had been heavy 
and protracted. At a critical hour the Confederates had made vigorous 
and successful inroads on the Union left. All along that sector the 
peril was so great that it seriously threatened other parts of the Federal 
lines. 

The "Old Nineteenth,'* by a magnificent charge, achieved glory on 
the field that day. The apparently overwhelming tide of the opposing 
hosts was effectually stemmed. The impending disaster was turned into 
complete victory. General Eosecrans' army held the battle-ground. 
General Bragg's forces filed away to Chattanooga. In the rain of shot 
and shell, the valiant Colonel Scott, commander of the Nineteenth, was 
80 severely wounded that he died soon after. Col. Joseph E. Scott was 
bom in 1838 in Brantford, Canada, of Scotch parentage, and was one of 
the youngest colonels in the Union armies, having been made com- 
mander of his regiment in August, 1862, (James Barnet's "Martyrs 
and Heroes of Illinois," published in Chicago in 1865). The Highland 
Guards, with high courage and dauntless deeds, maintained the tradi- 
tions of their countrymen at the relief of Lucknow ; when thev held "the 
thin red line" at Balaclava; and in the desperate engagement at Tel-el- 
Kebir; — a reputation which the Scotch troops perpetuated in many a 
sanguinary struggle during the late World War, when ihe kilted soldier:? 
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Die to bo kiiDHii and to be desiguated Lv tho tjermans as "the Ladies 
! Heli." 

The cootributiQii of lliis State to the TTnioti armies during tho Civil 
r is told in the ringing words of Dr. Chamberlin's popular song: 

"Xot without thy wondrous storv, 
Illinois, rUinois, 
Can be writ the Nation's glory, 
Illinois. Illinois." 
Meu of Scotch birth and blnod bad no sruall or incon^piciioa-^ part 
1 that history. We may bnt remind the etudi-nt of our Xalinual 
Knicles of some of thoai- who^e achievements are known and ri^ad of 
We, therefore, need but recall the names of Grant, and Logan, and 
tawliofi, and McCleniiind. and Divid Hunter, and McNultn, and Owen 
1 David Stuart, and MeClurg, and Daniel Cameron, and Bevendge — 
1 Illinois men of 8cr>teh nativity or aneeatrv, who ser^■ed in our nnniesi, 
1 whose deeds are large parts of our State's and Country's history. 

Gen, John McArthur was the most prominent Illinois soldier of 

wttieh birth who was a Civil War Commander, lie was born in tho 

rish of Erskine, in lieu frewsh ire, or: F(?bruarj' 17, 1836. At the age 

t twenty-three he came to the United States, and settled in Chicago. 

' years he was engaged in the manufacturing business. .Amid 

fi^fcU the activities incident to the establishing of his concern's enterprises, 

he found time to give to the building up of the Highland Guards. The 

year before tlie Civil War he was chosen its Captain. Wlicn Fort 

Sumter was (ircd on, lie promptly volonteered, and was commissioned 

NiB eaptairi in the Twelfth Illinois Infantry. His promotion to Licutennnt- 

liolonel and Colonel w;i,'* deserved and rapid. For gallnntrj' at Fort 

loeleon be was made a Brigadier-General. He participated in the 

He of Shiloh, where he was wounded, but immediately upon having 

fe mjuries dressed, he returned to the fighlnng line. 

When tile lamented Gen. W. H. L. W'allace fell mortally wounded. 
mere] McArthur succeeded to the command of hia division. In the 
rations against Vicksburg. he commanded a division of General 
Pherson's corps, At the battle of XBfhvillc, commanding a division, 
I services were so signally satisfactory that he won a brevet Mnjor- 
merftlship. Dpon rcturiiing to his home city, M the close of tlie war. 
i was (or several years a member of the Board of Public Works, in 
■rbicb he repeatedly gave evidence of his honesty and ability, From 
173 to 1877, he was Postmaster at Chicago, General McArthur de- 
[Jitefl to wear the "Scottish bonnet" which accompanies the full-dresa 
ighland garb. In his residence of nearly three-score years in Chicago 
B waa the recipient of many honors at the hands of his fellow-citizens. 
lieu he died on March IG, 1906, hia passing was considered as a public 
»vemcnt. 

Col, James McArthur, a younger brother of the General, and Maj. 
urge Mason, a nephew, were brave snlilirrs, and respected hy fonner 
jDradea-in-anuH, as well as by a large circle in civil lifii. Major Mnson 
|H well-known and esteemed resident of Chicago. 
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As a born Scot would say, ^^if s a far crv,'^ that is, a long wav, from 
the Black Hawk War of 1832 in Illinois to the fateful field of CuUoden 
of 1746 in Scotland. And yet, they are "sib" which as Robert Louis 
Stevenson might sa}^, in our manner of speaking, means, related or con- 
nected by blood-ties. 

Drumtossie, or, as it is generally known in history, CuUoden, is 
a moorland situate only a few miles from "the rose red town'^ of Inver- 
ness, Scotland, also callled "the Capital of the Highlands." It was on 
Drumtossie, or CuUoden Moor that "Bonnie Prince Charlie," sometimes 
styled "the Pretender," met total defeat, on April 16, 1746, and put an 
end forever to the attempts of the luckless house of the Stuarts to regain 
the British crown. The victorious army of King George was commanded 
that day by the Duke of Cumberland. 

Many of the chivalric Highland chiefs had advised strongly against 
the "uprising," as the campaign of Charles Edward was designated. 
Among them was the gallant Lochiel. When, however, the Prince per- 
sisted in undertaking the enterprise, they threw themselves into it with 
characteristic abandon, although they foresaw inevitable disaster to the 
allied clans from the numerous and disciplined hosts that were mar- 
shaled against them. Scottish song and story perpetuate their loyalt}' 
and sacrifice on behalf of the scion of a dynasty that fell far short of 
their Highland idealism in his later life. The clans were decimated. 
The survivors became fugitives. Government offered large sums for 
the apprehension of Prince, chiefs, and other participants. Some, 
hunted like game, and hiding in caves and clachans, among woods and 
moors, at last made their way to the Continent. Others, after number- 
less hair-breadth escapes, succeeded in reaching the American Colonies. 
One of these latter was the grandfather of our Gen. Winfield Scott, who 
settled in Virginia. And, thus, Culloden's calamitous field gave the 
Colonies, in the Revolutionary War a gallant patriot soldier, and, sub- 
sequently, the United States the commander-in-chief of its armies. 

The student of our history may read into this tragic incident of a 
decadent dynasty several strangely suggestive lessons. 

Whatever may be said of the personal qualities and of the impos- 
sible dreams of Black Hawk, the war which bears his name was under- 
taken by many of the allied tribes as their final, desperate stand for what 
they beelieved to be their right to their ancient home and hunting- 
grounds, as against its invasion and occupancy by the white race. 

It may interest the American reader to be reminded of the not 
inconsiderable contribution to Scottish literature which grew out of the 
various, though futile, attempts of the Stuarts to wrest the crown from 
the house of Hanover. The important fact is, that many of the distin- 
guished Americans of Colonial, Revolutionary, and later times, were 
direct descendants of men who "came out in ^45," that is, who joined 
"the Pretender^' in that unsuccessful endeavor. The remarkable feature 
is, that they followed a leader, and forfeited their all for a cause, that 
represented in its extiemest form "the divine right of kings," to become 
in this land the champions of personal liberty, and the founders of popu- 
lar goyemment on this side of the Atlantic. 
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ti occupied tho slu' of ulial id nuw a business bluck 
opposite tho soutli approacli to the Kusii Street Bridge, Chicago; on 
which business block woa a tablet coiuiueinorntive of the fort. The name 
connected with the building of Old Fort Dearboru is that of Capt. John 
Whistler. Ho was oi Ulster-Scot blood. Uuring tlie Hevolutionary War 
be served in America iiuder Burgoyoe at thu bititle of Saratoga, After 
peace was declared, he entered the United Estates Anny. In 1803-4 he 
I tttatiuned at Detroit, and was detailed to the couimand of the post 
"Tlicago, and lo biiild there three forts. He remained in charge until 
', when he was succeeded by Captain Ilcald. He became a major, 
$died iu 11*27. His graudsun was James McNeil WhieUer, the briUi- 
^ etcher and painter. 

"■ Col. A. J. ^iiramo, of Jonesboro, Union County, was the 8on of & 

e of Virginia of Scotch ancestry. The colonel was a gallant Yolun- 

fcaoldier in twv wars — the Mexican, and the Civil. He ri-cruited and 

mded the One Hundred and Ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantiy 

Ibe great conflict, and made a record which was one of high credit. 

t was repeatedly honored by his feliow-cltizais in having been elected 

mces of trust, and discharged their duties with fidelity and ability. 

r Maj. John Wood, a leading citizen of Cairo, was a native of Scot- 

"\ having been born near Edinburgh. He came to the United States 

D be was seventeen years of age (in 1850). He was a brave and 

Ale Tolunteer in the Civil War, and rose to the rank of major. Ho 

t a member of the commissions that built tlto State Hospital at Anna, 

ttbe Southern Illinois Normal at Carboiidale. 

I The reports of State Adjutant General Allen C. Fuller, cpntain a 
' * 'a roster of the Civil War Volunteers from IlliuoiB, and also an 
iatory of each regiment and battery engaged ifl the service from 
[ to 1865. From these voluminous and vaUiable records some in- 
teresting facts ore learned. Thirty-one Illinois regiments, beside their 
HOmerical designations, had distinctive names, by which they were 
known. The Twelfth Hegiment, whose first commander was Col. (after- 
wards Maj. Gen,) John McArthur, was called the "First Scotch." Its 
chief used to wear the "Scotch bonnet," which crowned a handsome and 
soldierly figure. The Sixty-flfth Regiment, commanded by Col. {after- 
lids Brig. Gen.1 Daniel Cameron, was known as the "Second Scotch," 
a«aJled the "Highlanders." The achievements of both regiments are 

J the most creditable of the Prnirie State's Volunteers. 
- Of the officers who served in the Illinois regiments, and who at- 
1 the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and above that, we find in Ad- 
Bit General Fuller's records upwards of sixty who were of Scottish 
*i and ancestry. The officers from Major to Second Lieutenant of 
a descent number into the hundreds. These officers represent every 
arm of the service, and entered tho army from practically every district 
in the State, It is needless to remind the reader that those Scots and 
{Timer-SCO tB and their descendants include the one who became the 
letal of the United States Army as well as the most distinguished 
lOteer Major Oeneral of the era. It may be added, that no instance 
»rd«i wherein a single one of these patriot leaders was found dere- 
1 the discharge of his duty, or who came out of the great conflict 
I B Wot on hi.t esciiteheon. 
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The most distinguished literary man to whom Illinois may lay 
claim probably was Hon. John Hay. Lawyer, journalist, statesman, 
author, he was descended from John Hay, who fought with famous Scots 
Brigade in the Low Countries, and whose son emigrated to America. 
The family history relates that two of the sons of this soldier served 
on the side of the Patriots during the Eevolutionary War. Although 
Indiana was the state of John Hay's birth, his active public life was 
shaped and begun in Illinois, and will always be held as a part of our 
State's heritage. Educated at Brown University, he studied law in 
Springfield, and in 1861 was admitted here to the bar. He became 
secretary to President Lincoln, and served in several military capacities 
during the Civil War. Called to important positions in our diplomatic 
service, he was successively connected with the United States Legations 
at Paris, Madrid, and Vienna. For a period he was engaged in journal- 
ism, having been editor of "The Illinois State Journal" of Springfield, 
and upon the staff of the "Tribune" of New York. In 1897 he was 
our Ambassador to Great Britain, and from 1898 to 1905 was Secretary 
of State of the United States. It was during his administration that the 
Panama Canal negotiations were carried to a successful issue; the in- 
tegrity of China was recognized by the United States ; also, the dispute 
settled with reference to Samoa, and the Alaska gold-boundary question. 
In the realm of literature his works include the well-known "Pike County 
Ballads," the "Castilian Days," the "Bread Winners," and, in collabor- 
ation with John G. Nicolay, the "History of the Life and Times of 
Abraham Lincoln." Several of his poetical contributions have included 
notable hymns of a religious character. His early impressions and ex- 
periences received while he lived in Illinois remained with him to the 
end of his career, 'and afford us warrant for claiming him for our State. 

James Barnet, a half century ago, was one of the best known print- 
ers in Chicago. He and his brother Alexander were typical, loyal Scots, 
and were among those "who organized the Scotch Presbyterian Church 
of that city. James was a book publisher and writer, and many pamph- 
lets and not a few books, issued before the Chicago Fire of 1871, were 
from his pen and press. Nearly all these have disappeared. One, how- 
ever, survives, and is in the writer's library. It is entitled "The Martyrs 
and Heroes of Illinois," and was edited and published in 1865 by Mr. 
Barnet, who was an industrious compiler. It contains a brief and appre- 
ciative biography of President Lincoln, and sketches of some seventy 
Illinois soldiers who were killed or died of wounds and disease during 
the war. 

Peter Grant, bom in the beautiful valley of the Spey, one of Scot- 
land's largest and noted rivers, was for years the popular Bard of the 
Caledonian Society of Chicago, before lie made his home in Detroit, 
IMich. Like po many other Scots who have the spirit and gift of song, 
he began to compose while still a lad tending the flocks and herds in 
his native strath. To Illinois he brought with him the warmest recol- 
lections of the land of heather and heroes, which find fitting expression 
in his varied verse. Loyalty to his adopted country is frequently and 
forcefully voiced in his limpid lines. Among historical collect ions, none 
furnishes more or better illustrations of the versatility of his muse than 
^^y Heath and Prairie," published in 1900. Here we have the lyric, 



i buJlod, Ihe love song, tlie nature study, the aiiirdy defense of the 
srered Toiigion of liis forefathers, Uie championship of freeitom and 
Ight as they live in the Republic; mingled with n lighter vein that ia 
iaracterized hy pawky humor ; and all having the lilt that reveala the 
me eon of song in delightful doric and in present American. 

In all of the Pift}--one General Assemblies of the State of IlUnoiB, 
I its adjniasion into tlie tJnion, the Scot haa been a raort- or less 
Cominent factor. The first chief ciecutive of this Commonwealth who 
UB of Scottish extraction was Joseph Duncan, of whom mention is 
lade in the chapter devoted to "Education." The other Governors to 
'jora we may refer who were of Scotch descent have been John L, 
feveridge, John M. Hamilton, William J. Campbell {President of (iie 
Btate Senate and Acting Lieutenant Governor), and Frank 0. Lowden. 
"1 served in the State or National Legislative Branch of tlie Govern- 
Gov. Richard J. Oglesby (who was elected three times chief 
late executive, and also was a United States Senator,* and a Major 
ineral in the Civil War) liked to trace his ancestry to Scotland. 

■ » Scots and the descendants of Scots who were either Members 
of Congress or State Senators and members of the Legislature number 
close to two hundred. They have come from some sixty different counties 
of the one hundred and H'o in the State. In ever>' one of the sessions 
of the General Assembly from 1818 to 1919, the impress of these Scots 
'l seen in the framing of the session laws. Tlieir work bns covered 
cactically every chapter of the State Statutes. As an illustration of the 
tad of legislation in which they have been prominent, it may he noted 
*^fhfit members like Dan McLaughlin, \Vm. Mooney, and W. H. Steen, 
of Will County. Wm. Scaife, of Grundy County, and David Ross, of La 
Salle County, have made records of the utmost value to the coal miners 
of the entire State, in providing fur safety appliances and intelligent 
and rigid inspection of the mines where so many men are engaged in 
this haaardons occupation. The long and distinguished rareers of Joseph 
Gillespie, of Madison County, and John McNulta, of McLean County 
(Inter of Chicago), are examples of the useful public services of descend- 
ants of Scots whose memories thii- State delights to honor. In the 
several Constitutional Conventions the Scot has had his part, as well as 
_ in such measures as Illinois shares in the World's Columbian Exposition, 
1 in the commission which drafted the bill creating the great Chicago 
rainage (Sanitary District) Canal, one of whose members, n Scot, then 
' f Senator, was largely instrumental in securing the passage in 
19. of this act which has sc'curod to (he Garden City a perpetual supply 
t pure watiT for its millions of people. 

Few if any nf the stalwart citizens of Kane County compared with 
. John Stewart, of Elhurn, commanding as he was in stature, he 
even more so in character and ability. Fanm-r. himbemian, capital- 
, legislator, traveler, he was a remarkable man. Born in New Bruns- 
tek of parents both of whom were Scotch, he passed over sixty years 
f his active, useful, and honorable life in Illinois. Ac a business man. 
his wonl passed current wherever it was given. .Vs n member of the 
Legislature, he was incorruptible, capable, and courageous. In the coun- 
cUs of his political party, he was a leader. He wa,s n man who did things, 
Bver one who was noted for his "much speaking." ^i■^ brother, Hon, 
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Alexander Stewart, represented the Wau^au, Wis., district in Congress 
for a number of terms. His son, Hon. Thomas Stewart, of Aurora, lias 
served in the State Senate. Both brother and son worthily sustained the 
family reputation. Mr. Stewart was one of the famous "103^^ who 
elected, in 1885, Gen. John A. Logan to tlie United States Senate, the 
last time he was chosen to fill that office. 

Hon. Eobert A. Gray, of Macon County, was a member of the 
Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth General Assemblies. He was of Ulster- 
Scot ancestry. He was a farmer, legislator and poet. His career as a 
law-maker was one of intelligence, industry, and honesty. He had in an 
unusual degree the ability of writing verse. Several of his lyrical pro- 
ductions have been widely published. They found a well-merited place 
in the "Readers" of the late Dr. Eichard Edwards, who for four years 
was St&te Superintendent of Public Instruction of Illinois. One of the 
most pathetic and popular of these poems was entitled, from a line it 
contained, "There's But One Pair Stockings to Mend Tonight,^' tender, 
touching, and revealing the spirit and power of the true songster. 

"Peace hath her victories 
Xo less renowned than war.'' 

Sir William Keith, a Scot, was related to the ^T!llinois Country" 
during the era of French Dominion. As far back as 1718 — ^the time of 
John Law — Sir William, who was royal Governor of Pennsylvania, sent 
out an agent, James Logan (also a Scot?), to explore this region, with 
the object of discovering some routes to the Mississippi which might be 
of use to the British. The report made by Logan is quoted in Andreas' 
voluminous and valuable ^Tlistory of Chicago" (Vol. I, p. 79). Says 
Logan: "Prom Lake Huron they (thfe French) pass by the Strait of 
Michilimakina four leagues, being two in breadth, and of great depth, 
to the Lake of Illinois (Michigan) ; thence one hundred and fifty leagues 
to Fort Miami, situated at the mouth of the river, Chicago. The fort 
is not regularly garrisoned." It is stated, in the same history, that "this 
fort (at Chicago) was doubtless a stockade, erected by the French to 
facilitate the trade between Canada, via the lakes, and their settlements 
at Kaskaskia and Fort Chartres." 

The introduction to Chicago of the orchard and garden products 
of southern Illinois was an enterprise of considerable value to both dis- 
tricts. The originator of this project was D. Gow, who was born near 
Edinburgh, Scotland, February 15, 1825, and, settling in Cobden Town- 
ship, Union County, became one of the leading fruit and vegetable grow- 
ers in that region. Those of the older generation who were acquainted 
with the late John B. Drake, whose name was so long connected with 
the famous Grand Pacific Hotel, Chicago, may recall that it was to him 
that Mr. Gow shipped his products which made that popular place one 
of the best in the Garden City. 

Among the well-known and successful manufacturers, by whose en- 
terprise the city of Cairo was built, was John T. Eennie, born May 20, 
1819, in the "Auld Town o' Ayr," the native place of Scotland's National 
Poet, Eobert Burns. 

Family names have undergone numerous and radical changes in the 
United States, especially in the West, including and since the days of the 



The hietorian ia fre(]UWiLly confused in Iiis endeavors to Iraee 
I names to their parent-stems. The orthography liaa greatly varied 
i localities. Tliis lias bppn due to the peojilc themselves, and to the 
c registrars of laoda, marriages, births, and deaths. In many fron- 
tier comnilioitips, a century or so ago, there was little "hook learning." 
ScbooLi were few and far between. Teachers were rarely able to do 
tnore than impart the rudiments of the "three E'b." Family records 
teraily were not kept. When it became necessary to make record of 
, the writers were often compelled to enter them on their bookB 
l^tliey TOUnded." Therefore, it came to pass, that a family name would 
»lled one way in, say, Penoaylvania, Tennessee, Virginia, Kentucky 
@faio, and quite differently in Indiana and Illinois, Even in adjacent 

ments Uicse variations obtained. 

t A few illustrations will serve to show how these ehanses were bronght 

■t. Il will he remembered that John Kinzie, "the Father of Chicago," 

ithe SOD of John HcKenzie, a Scot, Why John dropped the "Mc"' 

l^wrote "Kinzie" for '"Eenzie" is now a matter of conjecture. In 

ind, Sinclair, (pronounced "Sinkler" with the iicceut on the first 

Me) is that also written here St, Clair or Saint Clair. In Wig- 

, Scotland, the name Hanna (from which Mark Hanna, of 

descended), was long ago written "Hannay," MacMillan 

isly written us McMillan, M'Millan, McMillain and Mc- 

Jnmieson becomes Jameson and Jamison. Stuart is al.so 

t Steuart, and Steward, Ainslie is changed to Ainsley, Ansley, 

(i finally Ensley. Paton is Patton, and Patten. Tait is made Tate. 

~ tnlynu becomes Ballantine and Ballentine. Roudie of Ayrshire, was 

1 Qoudy in IHster, and when it reached Ohio, Indiana and Iowa, 

i and is Gowdic und Gowdy, Mathieson of Guirloch, Scotland, is 

» Mfttteson in Colorado. But perhaps the most remarkable trans- 

Idvn is that of the Highland MacPhersoii, where the "Mac" was 

ticucd, and t!ie "Phersoo" became Ferson, and at last by some U 

I Farson. MaeCutcheon has been so changed that Cutcheon is 

i Cntchen. These are but a few instances which will show to the 

iex how pioneer namus, properly understood, can be traced back to 

jr originals. The interested reader may find in this brief nmi/irk 

ft which will aid in connecting present-time families with their remote 

, who in early day came across the Atlantic to these then dlst- 

8 of tlie American Continent. 

PSamud Muir wns the son of a talented Presbyterian minister, ReT. 

■ Utiir, a Scot who preached at Alexandria, Va,, from 1789 to 1820. 

sftf of.bia death. The son wns horn in the District of Columbia in 

r of hie father's settlement at Alexandria. He studied medicine 

_Ble TTniversity of Edinburgh, Scotland, In 1813, he became a surgeon 

I the United States Army, The year Illinois was admitted into the 

Union (181S), he resigned hia commission, and married the daughter 

of the then chief of the Sac or Fox Indians. Settling among the people 

I his wife, lip Jiswnied their ways, and came to be considered as a 

In 18'?S. he quitted the Indians, and went to Galena, when- he 

ised medirine. In 18.13, the year of the Black Hawk War. there 

epidemic of cholera among the Tuited States Troops, and he 
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volunteered his services, which were accepted. Dr. Muir saved many 
lives by his skill, but fell a victim to the disease within a few months 
(Dr. Peter Ross in "The Scots in America,^^ p. 160). 

David McKee was the first blacksmith in what is now Chicago of 
whom we find any mention in the early histories. He was born in Vir- 
ginia, in 1800, of Scottish ancestry. He married Wealthy Scott, 
daughter of Stephen J. Scott, who presumably was of Scotch lineage. 
It is said that he arrived at Fort Dearborn (Chicago) in 1822 or 1823. 
At all events, it is of record that he paid taxes in 1825, and voted in 
182G and 1830, and his name appears on the poll-list as an elector. He 
was employed for a time by the Government at his trade. He built a 
home and shop at what is now the corner of Kinzie and Franklin Streets. 
The other civilians^ houses, outside the Fort, were then chiefly if not all 
on tlie north side. In 1828, he was the mail carrier between Chicago 
and Fort Wayne, Ind. He rode this mail route on horseback, and it 
took a month to make the round-trip — ^now by rail 151 miles, one way, 
and traversed by train in about four hours. He could speak fluently, 
the Indian language (probably the Pottawatomie). It is stated that he 
met at Chicago the families of the Israel P. Blodgett party, and guided 
them out to their future homes in what is now Du Page County. One 
of the early histories states that he served in the Black Hawk War in 
1832. He died April 8, 1881, and is buried in the Big Woods Cemetery. 

Capt. Joseph Naper, for whom Xaperville, DuPage County, was 
named, was a prominent early citizen of the northern part of the State, 
and was of Scotch descent. In the early histories the name is spelled 
"Napier,^' that being still the recognized orthography followed in Scot- 
land, where the family has not a few distinguished members. (S. 
Augustus Mitchell, published in Philadelphia in 1836.) 

John Robertson, one of the leading men of Morgan County, and in 
his day probably the richest, was the son of Alexander and Elizabeth 
Robertson, both of whom were Scotch. He was born in 1823, and here 
became a leading banker. His Americanism was pronounced. In the 
time of President Lincoln and War-Governor Yates, ho was reckoned 
among their most enthusiastic and capable supporters. When the Gov- 
ernment, in Civil War times, needed financial assistance, as those of the 
past few years may well imagine, John ^^^^rtson, like Joshua Moore, 
and other loyal men of the county, liberally subscribed for its bonds, and 
otherwise labored to keep going the machinery of the National adminis- 
tration. 

Two brothers, John and Samuel McCarty, were the founders of 
Aurora, Kane County, and were the sons of Charles and Mary (Scud- 
den) McCarty, who were descended from old Protestant families of 
Scotch and English extraction. 'Samuel donated the land in Aurora 
on which was built the first Presbyterian Church. This place became 
famous as the one on which the first Republican State Convention was 
held, and where it received its name.* He was a generous contribu- 

* The first HepubUcan or Anti-Nebraska State Convention was held at Bloom> 
ingrton, May 29, 1856. This convention nominated for Governor of the State 
WlUiam H. BisseU who was elected and was the first Republican Governor of 
ininols. 
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In the Dorth entrance of the Fi7dr.ral Building, Chicago, which woa 
necked, in 1918, by the bomb of an anarchist, stands a bust of Gporge 
SBuchsnon Annstrong, It was creeled by tlie clerks of the TTnited Sfak-s 
"lailway Mail Service, in bonoi" oF tin.' founder of that branch of tlio 
J?OEt OfHee Department, Mr. Armstrong, for whom & public ecboni in 
Chicago is named, was an TJlatsr-Scot, 

Says Dr. Roes (in "The Scot in America") of one who was an 
Interesting figure half a century ngn: "Very considerable space might 
' ! given to tht* exploits of Allan Piukerton, the ahlest iletective who 
(Tcr ARsisted justice in America. Sketches of this man's career are 
[Seiitiful enough, and his aucceesee and experiences have been told in a 
BPies of voliiiu«8 hearing his name." Pinkerton was horn at Glnsgow, 
_ B 1818, his fattier being a policeman. He cerlaiuly hcenme one of the 
pbeet-laiown detectives in Amerita, antl was a terror to evil-doers of ail 
His home and headquarters were in Chicago, where he died in 
^864. He performed valuable services for (he TTnited States during the 
Mvil War. 

When a native of Scotland would cx])ress hi* high appreciation of 

e ability of a youth of his aequsintance. he "cannilv" depcrihes him &s 

I lad of pairts." .Such undoubtedly was Pr. Andrew Tiuseel. the frrand- 

r&ther iif Hon. .Andn-w Unsscl. of jaeUsunville, tuniier State Treasurer, 

I now (1919) State Auditor of Illinois. Dr, Russcl wns born in 

[Scotland, in 179.i. end his wife, Miss Agnca Sett, dnughter of John 

"■jott, was a native of Glasgow. In that city the Doctor received hia 

terary and profesBional education. Upon hia coming to Illinois, be 

■IXXught a large farm some ten miles sonth of jMoksonville. remaining 

it until his removal to the Cnnnty seat of Morijan Coiintv in the 

jring of 185.1. There he continued to live until his decease in 1861. 

" e Doctor was one of the prominent men of Morgan County; He and 

wife, wlin livcil to he oct'igenartans, were dcejily religinus, and were 

tannch Presli.vterians. They left a record for loyaUy. usefnlness, and 

jooiiness which their children find their prnndchildren have sustained. 

^tiditor of State Rnasel is a banker of his home town, Jacksonville, and 

1 long been associated with M. F. Dunlap, who ntso is well knonvn 

Jiroughout Illinois. Mr. Tlu.^'sel is mu' of the founders ami a director 

f thi> Illinois State Hii-tcnral Society. 

In the realm of reformatory work for and amonir the erring, no one 
I UlinoU occupies a more conspicuous place than Maj. Robert W. Mc- 
Sliittghr}'. A native of Hancock roiinlv. Illinois, his anneBtn' wns 
EtetM-Sootch. and Prp.shyt.erifm hi,- faiUi. Hi- grnduatcd in ifififl from 
Bonmotith College, and when the Civil Wiir hegan be volunteered, was 
pjlected a captain, served, throughout tbiit piuiflict. and rose to the rank of 
Mior, In 187'1 he wn? appointed warden nf the Juliet Penitentiary. 
.Uitig that ofBce until 1888: was ■iupi-rintendeiit of the nefnrmntory ni. 
HtmBugtnn, Pa.; was largejy instnimentai in framing and securing 
" t pasfiiog of the act creating the Illinois Reformatory at Pontine, of 
Weh he hi'CJime Snperinlendent (IflfS-fiT) ; again warden ot .Tolift 
— C ir 8 



82 

(1897-99) ; and warden of the Federal Prison at Leavenworth, Kansas, 
from 1899 until his retirement from aotivp service. As a penologist he 
has been recognized throughout the Nation. 

. Dr. J. D. Scouller, a native of Ayrshire, Scotland, was for many 
years the Superintendent of the Reform School for Boys at Pontiac 
before it became a State reformatory for older persons, and i)revious to 
the founding of the School for Boys at St. Charles. He had remarkable 
aptness for and success in this line of work. 

The Illinois Saint Andrew Society is the oldest charitable organiza- 
tion chartered by the State. It was instituted in 184G and was incorpo- 
rated in 1853. Like all the other bodies of that name the world over, 
its object is to aid those of Scottish birth and ancestry who are in need. 
It has built, and maintains, near Riverside, Cook County, the establish- 
ment known as the "Scottish Old People's Home.'' This is endowed 
amply, and furnishes a beautiful, comfortable, and commodious retreat 
in their old age to nearly forty women and men. The Scot does not 
take kindly to a poor-farm or work-house, and the "Home'-' is a place for 
guests, not "Inmates.'^ The building and endowing of this "Home'' are 
due to the untiring efforts of John Williamson, a Scot, who has been 
President of the Illinois Saint Andrew Society, and is Vice President 
of the People's Gas Company of Chicago. 

Every civilized nation was represented at the World's Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago in 1893. Those who visited it will recall the 
matchless "Court of Honor." It was the center to which all naturallv 
gravitated. The most striking feature of that surpassing scene was the 
Colossal Fountain. It has been reproduced oftener perhaps than any 
other one part of the entire exhibition, and with reason, for easily it was 
the most beautiful. To it was and is attached the name of the gifted 
artist whoso inimitable creation it was. The "MacMonnies Fountain" 
trill live when the memories of the ornate structures which adorned the 
ample grounds are forgotten. The sculptor, Frederick MacMonnies, 
may here be named because of his many contributions to the plastic 
arts, and on account of his lineage. He came of a Dumfrieshire, Scot- 
land, family, although he first saw the light in Brookl}Ti, N. Y. The 
influence of his marvelous conception is not measurable.. And we may 
claim a part of this "Court of Honor" as of a son of one of Scotia's sons. 

John Finley Wallace ranks among the great engineers of the United 
States. His father was Rev. Dr. David A. Wallace, the first President 
of Monmouth College, which is referred to in our chapter on "Educa- 
tion." Dr. Wallace's four sons have all made records for usefulness that 
are well worthy of mention. These are: John Finley, Rev. William, 
Rev. !Mack H., and Charles, who has reached high rank in the United 
States Signal Corps; while his daughter'is the wife of Judge Taggart, 
who has been Sui>erintendent of Insurance of Ohio. John Finley Wal- 
lace, the oldest, studied at Monmouth, and has occupied important 
positions in the river and harbor work of the Mississippi, in railroad 
engineering and administration, as general manager of the Panama 
Railroad and Steamshi]> Line, as engineering expert for the Chicago 
Citv* Council's Committee on Railway Terminals, and in other important 
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irprifiea of a eimilur iintiiii'. His profe^sionnl standing is evidenced 

Wby his election to tliu Prt-aiflency of the American Society of Civil En- 

nnccn^ His home and headquarters iu recent yearB hare been in New 

Xork, and yet Illinois does not waive the right to hold him as one of 

B 6ona of Scottish ancestry. 

Malcolm McNeil iukI John McNeil, brothers, Scotch of ancestry, 

Virth, and training, for upwards of half a century have contributed 

largely to the business history of lUinoie. The wholesale grocery house 

of McNeil and Higgias is know-n widely and well. The brothers estah- 

Ushed themfietvcs in Chicago after the Great Fire of 1871. and tlie firm 

I hiB since then been one of tJie most prominent and prosperous. Iklalcotm 

rMcNeil, now (1919) S7 years iif age, retains his active connection with 

liis large interests and has his home in the North Division of Chicago. 

^John McNeil, whose home was in Elgin, traveled for years to and from 

EChicago, covering a distance in his time of a million of miles, lie passed 

[to the great beyond in April of this year (l^Vi) at the .ige of four score. 

[For nearly half a century he was i\n honored officer in the First Baptist 

llChttrcb of Elgin, and was president of the Home Trust nnd Savings 

K;Buik of that ci^. Malcolm McNeil is one of the representative men of 

bicago. «teemed throughout the community, one in whose entire 

r are illnslrated the sterlinjj qualities characlcristic of the beiit of 

B race. 

Where the Scot has cast in his lot — and where has he gone? — he 
fl made a place and a name for himself, in the city and country alike. 
L few only, out of a number, are here mentioned, as time would fail, 
Ind space be utterly wanting, even to enuBierate more Hinn a limited' 
ist of those whuse contributions have pone into the developing of HH- 
For from the days of John Kinzie — ^(be sou of a Scot, and known 
1 all the histories as the "Father of Chicago" — until the present time, 
liere has not been n decade in which Scotchmen have not been familiar 
mrps, and played prominent parts, in the upbuilding of the city by the 
Ke. Carlisle Mason and John McArthur had their names linked to- 
sthpr before the Civil War. Mr. Mason is still represented by Maj. 
!orge Mason, who gallantly served his country during the (Ireat Con- 
vict. John Clark, a niannfaoturer, was a stalwart Reformed Presby- 
1 elder, who Inst \ui lifp in the Chicago Fire of 1S?T. His name 
B continued by his son Robert, who with John T. Raffen formed the 
a of Clark and Raffen. Robert was prominent in mnnicipal councils. 
I was a generons supporter of tlie Illinois Saint .Andrew Swioty. 
iaptain Raifen was a brave soldier who went into the Nation's armies 
^ the beginning of the war with the "Highland Guitrds," James S. 
drk founded the company of fine toilet soap manufacturers which 
tarries his name. John T. Pirie and Andrew Maclji-i^h, of the dry- 
Mis hou.sc of Carson, Pivie, Scott & Co., are known not only as mer- 
lants, but also as benefactors of church and educational enterprises. 
__»orgp Annour was one of the "grain kings" of his lime, a loyal and 
P^Wral Presbyterian, one of whose memorials stands in the public square 
1 bis native city of Canipbelltown. Scotland, to refresh with its cooling 
UrateTtt the passer-by. David R. Fraser and Thomas Chalmers were as- 
orJated in Ihe Eagle Works, of which P. W, Gales was president, and. 
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later they established the Fraser and Chalmers Company, whose great 
shops were in Chicago as well as in Erith, near London, England, and 
whose machinery has found its way into mills and camps in every civil- 
ized land. Their sons, respectively, Norman D. Eraser and William J. 
Chalmers, sustain well their forbears' reputations. When Chicago was 
the world's great lumber market, John Oliver, John Sheriff, and John 
McLaren were among the leaders in that line. John Alston was at the 
head of the paint house of his name. x\ndrew Wallace was the success- 
ful manager here of J. H. Bass, manufacturer and banker, of Fort 
Wayne, Ind. William Stewart, wholesale grocer, of the firm of Stewart 
and Aldrich, was the father of Graeme Stewart, of whom mention is 
elsewhere made. The extensive ship-yards and dry-dock of Thomas E. 
and Brice A. Miller, brothers, on the North Branch, were patronized 
by vessel men of the Great Lakes from Buffalo and Duluth to Chicago. 
William McCredie, whose home was in Hinsdale, Du Page County, was 
for many years an official of the Burlington Eailroad. John Crighton, 
a member of the Board of Trade, occupied a leading place as Presby- 
terian elder and business man. Sylvester Lynd sixty years ago was a 
prominent capitalist. George MacPherson was a pharmacist of high 
standing, a thorough and accomplished Gaelic scholar and one of the 
founders, and long an elder, of the Scotch Presbyterian Church. Hugh 
Templeton, a baker, well known, was one of the founders and an elder 
of the Jefferson Park Presbyterian Church. 

The Scot in Illinois, as elsewhere, in the United States, entertains 
a sentiment for, and maintains a relationship to, his adopted country 
akin to the homeland, which, perhaps, cannot be more aptly described 
than by likening the former to the faithful husband and the latter to 
the affectionate son. He holds to the Scriptural injunction of leaving 
the parent, howsoever devoted, and cleaving to the wife. Hence, he 
becomes the patriotic naturalized American citizen, whose contribution 
to all that is best in the body politic is considerable, conscientious, and 
continuing. He sees to it that his children go and do likewise. He has 
never been known to pervert his nativity, nor to employ it, to obtain 
political position before the electorate. He has given America its most 
popular out-of-door pastime golf. In his anniversary celebrations he 
always links the toast of "The Land We Left'' with that of "The Land 
We Live In.'* His countrymen are well aware that the "cottage where 
our Robbie Burns was born'' is the shrine to which more American pil- 
grims annually travel, and is more popular, than even the home of the 
"divine William" at Stratford-on-Avon. He becomes and remains an 
American through and through. 

The historical and biographical data herein given are necessarily 
incomplete. The object of the writer has been only to suggest somewhat 
of the field to be covered, and to intimate the sources from which the 
information expressed and implied have been obtained, together with 
the immediate and indirect influences of those who are named upon the 
creation and development of our Prairie Commonwealth. To the his- 
torian of the future must be committed the task — which here has been 
in the nature of a labor of love — of preparing a fuller, more compre- 
hensive, accurate, and satisfactory chronicle of the Scot and his descend- 
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ants in Illinois. It is hoped that in this direction a beginning has been 
made. This has become possible by the courtesy of the Illinois State 
Historical Society, which already has accomplished so much in the pre- 
servation in permanent form of our State records, without which these 
annals would soon forever be lost to coming generations. Sincere thanks 
are also acknowledged to the Society's capable Secretary, Mrs. Jessie 
Palmer Weber, for kindly cooperation. 

Note. — It Is frankly admitted that, In the foregoing paper, there has been 
made scarcely more than a preliminary study of the subject, so far as known the 
first in Illinois. 

Many State and local, as well as National, authorities have been consulted. 
The writer acknowledges his indebtedness to these, and to all who have cooperated 
throughout the collection of the data, and whose suggestions have aided materially 
In their preparation. 

Particularly are thanks due, and hereby expressed, to these friends for cordial 
and valuable assistance: 

Hon. Ensley Moore, Jacksonville. 

J. Ritchie Patterson, Chicago Public Library. 

Miss Caroline Mcllvaine, Chicago Historical Society) 

President Charles M. Stuart, Oarrett Biblical Institute, Evanston. 

President McMIchael, Monmouth College, Monmouth. 

Hon. Millard R Powers, LaGrange (formerly of McDonough County). 

Robert CoUyer Fergus, Chicago. 

E. E. Gore, LaGrange (formerly of CarllnviUe). 

A \j LanfiTwIll LaGranse 

William J. Thompson, Chicago (formerly of Randolph County). 

James G. Wolcott, Assessor Lyons Township, Cook Coimty. 

Mrs. Geo. M. Vial and family, LaGrange. 

Charles Paterson, President Paterson Institute, LaGrange. 
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CLARK E. CARR, LATE HONORARY PRESIDENT OF THE 
ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY. A TRIBUTE 

BY GEORGE A. LAWRENCE. 



"I was born in a beautiful valley of Western New York, more 
beautiful to me than any other I have ever seen/^ Such are the opening 
words of "The Illini/^ The Day and Generation of its author was spent, 
and his full career terminated in Illinois. 

Clark Ezran Carr; of Galesburg, Illinois, Honorary President of the 
Illinois State Historical Society, and its honored and eflficient President 
from 1909 to 1913, after a lingering illness, due to the infirmities of age, 
peacefully passed away on the evening of February 28, 1919. 

His death calls for appropriate action by this Society, which he had 
so long, so well and so ably served. Not only by reason of that service, 
however, but by reason of the likewise substantial fact, that in his death 
the State of Illinois has lost one of its most distinguished citizens, who 
for more than sixty years has been intimately associated with its progress 
and prosperity along many lines. 

It has been given to but few men in the history of the State to have 
lived a career, embracing so many avenues of activity, in all of which he 
was especially prominent, eflBcient and successful. 

An epitome of his life, necessarily briefly stated, will furnish a faint 
idea of the scope of his activities. 

Clark E. Carr was bom at Boston Corners, Erie County, N. Y., on 
May 20, 183G, and had he lived until today would have been eighty- 
three years of age. He was the son of Clark Merwin Carr and Delia 
Ann (Torrey) Carr. His motlier died when he was but three years of 
age and when he was five years old his father married Fannie LeYaw, 
who became a devoted and affectionate mother to him and his brothers. 

The family came West around the lakes in March, 1850, landing in 
Chicago. Here teams were purchased and they made their journey in 
prairie schooners to Henry County, Illinois, locating on a farm near 
Cambridge. In the autumn of 1851 they moved to Galesburg, where 
he maintained liis residence from that time until his death. 

C^oloiiol Carres paternal ancestry reaches back to Caleb Carr, former 
Colonial Governor of Rhode Island, and to Rev. John Clark, who was 
driven out of the Massachusetts Colony for preaching the doctrines of 
the Baptist Church. Like Roger Williams, John Clark went to Rhode 
Island (then a wilderness) and afterwards became its Governor. His 
great-grandmother was a Miss Clark, descended from Governor John 
Clark, and "Clark^^ has been the Christian name of his grand father, 
his father, of himself, and of the son who died just upon reaching his 
maturity. 
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His father, Clark M. Carr, was a man of unusual ability, interested 
in public affairs and with high ideals for his family. He provided early, 
educational advantages for tliem, of the better sort, and the son attended 
the District School of the village until he was eleven years of age. He 
then went to Springfield Academy, Erie County, N. Y., where he re- 
mained two years. At fourteen he arrived at Galesburg ; entered Knox 
Academy and afterwards the Collegiate Department of Knox College, 
leaving at the end of his Sophomore Year, to commence the study of 
law. After a year at the Poughkeepsie New York Law School, he sub- 
sequently entered the Albany Law School, where he graduated in 1857, 
with the degree of LL. B. Eetuming to Galesburg, he entered into the 
active practice of law, which was interrupt^jd after a few years, by his 
advent into active politics, and oflBcial life. 

Colonel Carr came upon tlie field of action at a time when great 
movements were taking shape, regarding both personal and national 
destiny. Hardly more than a lad, he took part in the Fremont Cam- 
paign of 1856; became vitally interested in and closely followed tlie 
Lincoln-Douglas Debates. WTiile an admirer of Douglas, he became the 
ardent champion and follower of Lincoln, and took an active part in the 
Presidential Campaign of 1860, in his behalf. 

He had great gifts as a public speaker and had sedulously cultivated 
them under great teachers at the Albany Law School. 

At the beginning of the war, he was appointed on the staflE of 
Governor Yates, with the rank of Colonel, and throughout the war was 
engaged in the organization of regiments; in visiting the army to ascer- 
tain and improve its condition; and in bringing the sick ami wounded 
home. 

Ill 1863, he spoke at a Mass Meeting in Chicago, held for the pur- 
pose of sustaining Lincoln in the issuance of the Emancipation Procla- 
mation, and his great speech from the Court House steps in Chicago at 
that time gave him a wide reputation as a finished and convincing orator. 

His four brothers all filled important positions in the Army of the 
Eepublic. The splendid career of Gen. Eugene A. Carr is known to 
evervone. Bvron 0. Carr attained the rank of General in the Volunteer 

ft' %f 

Army. Rev. H. M. Carr, D.D., served throughout the war with the 
rank of Chaplain, while the younger brother, George P. Carr, arose to 
the rank of Captain. 

Colonel Carr was a delegate to the Republican Xational Convention 
at Baltimore, in 1864, and was a delegate at large in 1884, to the 
Xational Convention, which nominated Blaine and lx)gan ; antl it may 
he said in passing that ho attended every Xational Convention of the 
Republican Party for inore than fifty years. 

In 1861, President Lincoln appointed him Postmaster at Gales- 
burg, Illinois, a position which he filled with rare ability until 1885. 

In 1889, he was appointed by President Harrison. ^linister Resi- 
dent and Counsel General to Denmark, and while a Conference of 
Counsel Generals (of which he was a member) was in session at Paris, 
he received notice of his promotion, to the rank of Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary and Envoy Extraordinary, in which position he represented our 
countrv in that brilliant Court for four vears. 
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I think it may well be said that no member of the Diplomatic Corps 
of the United States was ever more cordiallv received and intimateiv 
treated by the Court, to which lie was delegated, than was Colonel Carr. 
He had all the graces of the polished gentleman and at the same time 
the frank comraderie so natural to him that it admitted him to the 
closest relationship of friendship, while never giving offense. 

Xegotiations for the acquisition of the Danish West India Islands 
were begun while he held the i)osition of Embassador, and could have 
been successfully completed at that time, but public sentiment in 
America was not yet ripe for their taking over, which has since been 
accomplished. 

His championship of maize, and the introduction of American 
meats into Europe, led to his election as President of the American 
maize propaganda, and in further recognition of this work, in 1900 he 
was appointed to organize the famous com kitchen at the Paris Expo- 
sition, the features and success of which the world is familiar with. 

Perhaps one of the crowning services of his life was rendered as 
Commissioner of the State of Illinois, for the Soldier's National Ceme- 
tery at Gettysburg, to which he was appointed in 1863, and he was the 
last survivor of that distinguished body of men. He sat upon the plat- 
form at its dedication, very close to President Lincoln, and drank in 
every word of the Gettysburg Address. He was among the very first to 
appreciate that greatest speech that ever fell from human lips; he did 
not need to see it in print, for it was graven upon his memory. It 
became a passion with him, and perhaps more to him than to any other 
man, we are indebted to the .universal knowledge and appreciation of it 
the world possesses today. The little book, ^'Lincoln at Gettysburg,'^ 
published in 1906, contains material of world wide interest, to be found 
nowhere else. 

Other public posts of responsibility and trust, undertaken by this 
man, were many; Illinois Commissioner for the Omaha Exposition in 
1898; Trustee and Member of the Executive Committee of Knox Col- 
lege, since 1881; Director of the Galesburg Public Library Association 
from 1898 until his death; President of the Knox County Historical 
Society; President of the Illinois State Historical Society from 1909 
to 1913 ; and Honorary President of the Illinois State Historical Society 
at the time of his death. 

He had spoken for the Republican Partv in nearlv everv northern 
state in every Republican National Campaign since 1856. 

You will recall the custom of Henrv C. Bowen, Editor of the "Xew 
York Independent^ ' to celebrate Independence Day at his beautiful home 
at Woodstock, Conn. Year after year were invited the most distin- 
guished orators of the country to take part on the program there held, 
which became of national importance. 

On the Fourth of July, 1887, in response to an invitation to take 
part in the exercises. Colonel Carr delivered his great address on "The 
Life and Character of John A. Logan,^' which published in full in the 
**New York Independent'^ gave him a national reputation as an orator 
and historian of the first rank. 



69 



terestliig to note, as also sbovuig a side ligbt Bpoa b 

Jity, tliat iu tlie published account iu the "Imiependenr' of ilate July 

\t ibal, the program shows that the "Battle Hymn of Hit; Republic" 

B sung by the vast audience there assembled, led t,y Colouel Clark E. 

The closing words of this great oratioii' may well be quoted liere, as 

f coacem another great son of Illinois, of whom we are Jnslly proud : 

""From time immemorial, men have vied with eaoh other in cora- 

moraliug the achievements of the brave. Statues iiiiil towers and 

ibe^, uod greiit t-diilces, wonders of art, have been creeled to theii" 

> liubliniL- I'pie of Homer, recounting ilieir deeds of valor, 

holder than any monuineDt of granite, of brass, or of marble, and will 

I reivd wheu those that are now being builded shall have crumbled to 

The elotjUence of Pericles and Lincoln, in honor of brave men, 

ll go foravei' ringing down the ages; but no other man ever lightened 

t burdciiB, fiiippurted the tottermg limbs, and assuaged the griefs of 

ftjoany worn and weary and wounded patriot heroes a& did iTohn A. 

Colonel Carr will ever be connected with Ihe prosperity of Gales- 

. Illinois, his home, through liis etforts to induci? the Santa Fe 

1 to build its Chicago line through Galesburg, instead of follow- 

f a line, practically decided upon, about twelve miles south of that 

Through tlie efforts of citizens, headed by Colonel Carr, the com- 

' was induced to prospect a line through Galesburg, which was 

' adopted, under conditions involving personal subscription and 

kal financial responsibility, which he. in connection with other 

a o( Galesburg, gladlv and successfully met. The result was, as 

1 by him, in his letter to President Strong of the Santa Fe 

"They would find a town of about fifteen-thousand people, 

1 with the added impulse the coming of the Santa Fe would give 

Id make certain a town of twenty-five-thouaand people,'' which 

a piore than justified. 

The foregoing is but a part of the civic and political activities of 

[ilonel Carr and, briefly stated, as they are known to all. 

Colonel Carr was married on December 31. 1ST3, to Grace Mills, 
aughter of the Hon. Ilenry A. Milts, of Mount Carroll, Illinoia. 
Slighter, tho wife of Brig. Gen. William P. Jackson, now in 
, one grand -daughter Margaret Jackson, and his widow survive 
An only son. Clark Mills Carr. born on March 16, 1878, served 
ll credit during the War with Spain, in the 9th Illinoia Regiment In- 
Ee later met an accidental death by drowning in the Xorth- 

Is hia public career, before mentioned, reference might be made 
Ijlia candidacy in the ^O's for the nomination to Congress. In 1880 he 
I candidate for the Rcpublicnn nomination for Governor, and again 
F)I88S, having B strong, foil owing in both Convpntions. 

In 3887 he WHS candidate for the caucus nomination, of his party. 
ilic Cnitod States Senate and had the unanimous and hearty support 
iflis own comity and senatorial district. While failing in achieving 
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these honorable ambitions, reverses never embittered Colonel Carr, nor 
caused him to swerve in his party allegiance, but it did give him an inti- 
mate relation with the politics of his State and a wide acquaintance with 
its men of }>ublic aifairs. His whole experience and later promise 
brought him in contact with the great men of the State and of the Na- 
tion; and no man in Illinois had a more comprehensive knowledge of 
the State's political history, or could treat of its men and measures with 
greater charm. 

A natural orator, he was at the same time an accomplished elocu- 
tionist, and could not only repeat in words the great speeches of men 
and the stirring lines of actors, but could accurately reproduce them in 
tone and expression. The thorough knowledge of i^ien and history of 
his time, which he possessed, was a very valuable asset in the work of 
his closing years, along literary lines, which I now approach. 

His retirement from public life did not mean for him a life of case 
and pleasure. Without communicating his ambitions to his friends, at 
the outset, he began putting into permanent literary form his recollec- 
tions and reminiscences. His first book, "The Illini," (the manuscript 
prepared in his own* handwriting) was practically finished before it was 
submitted for criticism or suggestion, to even his closest friends. It 
treated in the pleasant form of fiction, of the development of Illinois, 
and the stirring events that preceded the Rebellion. Its dominant 
character had been a member of the Galesburg Colony in the early days 
of the Undergi'ound Railroad, and many of the people prominent in the 
development and growth of the State were interwoven in this most 
pleasing romance, which achieved a distinguished literary success and 
has passed through 15 editions, still finding ready sale. 

Following this was the "Life of Stephen A. Douglas/' which is 
today the authoritative life of that great man, and commends itself to 
every impartial historian. 

In "My Day and Generation" are preserved very many interesting 
sketches of men found nowhere else, of permanent value to* his "day 
and generation" and to succeeding generations, all drawn from his 
prolific memory and embellished by his felicitous expression. 

"Lincoln at Gettysburg'* I have already referred to, as perhaps 
having accomplished as much as any other one thing the re-awakening 
and quickening of interest in the life of that great statesman, while the 
history of the coming of the Atchison & Santa Fe Railroad and of the 
Postal Railway Service, though of minor and to some extent local im- 
portance, are still of great historical value. 

His activities in promoting the memory of Lincoln and deepening 
the public's appreciation of him, were noteworthy. He was especially 
interested in the celebration of the anniversaries of the Lincoln-Douirlas 
Debates throughout Illinois, at the various points at which they were 
held, and succeeded in assembling the great orators and statesmen of 
the country to give prominence to such celebrations. Xotably at the 
celebration under the auspices of Knox College at Galesburg. Illinois, it 
was his personal influence that procured Chauncey M. Depew, ex-Gover- 
nor Palmer and Mr. Robert T. Lincoln, as speakers upon that occasion. 
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It is impossible, in the brief time permitted here, to do justice ade- 
quately to the public life of this man; for he was a man. He played a 
man^s part in the discussion of the grave questions preceding the war; 
a man's part when the Union was in danger, and was the last of that 
score of Immortals, who have dignified and glorified the name of Illi- 
nois, chief among whom was Abraham Lincoln! It was a brilliant 
galaxy of men, who- were his co-workers and compatriots : Stephen A. 
Douglas, Orville H. Browning, John Wentworiih, Jonathan Blanchard, 
Lyman Trumbull, David Davis, John A. Logan, John W. Bunn, Eichard 
J. Oglesby, Newton Bateman, Norman B. Judd, John M. Palmer, 
Leonard Swett, Joseph Medill, Shelby M. CuUom, Richard Yates, and 
Ulysses S. Grant! Of these names, (and there are others) only the one 
remains; the friend of Lincoln and the intimate associate of them all — 
John W. Bunn, "The grand old man'' of Springfield, (and may I say) 
the first citizen of Illinois ! 

I have attempted to give a brief outline only, of the life and accom- 
plished service of Colonel Carr, as the public knew him and as impartial 
history will measure and place him. I feel that this memorial would be 
incomplete to all of us here present, who personally knew and loved 
him, if I did not make special reference to him as a friend and co-worker 
and to the man as he was known and understood by those, who were in 
close relationship to him. 

I have spoken of his oratorical and literary ability, but his greatest 
charm lay in the fact that he made such constant use of them in every 
day life, that he shed about him and upon all who came in contact with 
him i:eal enlightenment, and under the wizardry of his personal charm, 
palest prose became poetry; and mere music, a swelling symphony. 

His tastes were all of the uplifting order. lie loved music, art, 
literature, in all its forms; whether in the printed page or when spoken 
in words. He knew intimately much of the world's best literature. His 
wonderful gift of memory enabled him to convey it to his friends and 
listeners, with all the freshness and fire of the original; a memory 
remarkable in its capacity and scope that would permit him to recite 
entire acts from Shakespeare with the impressiveness of a Booth or 
an Irving; that could quote the "Elegy in a Country Churchyard" 
throughout, without hesitation; that treasured up the immortal words 
of statesmen, orators and poets of all the ages, and could reproduce them 
to our edification and delight. 

Especially was he fond of sacred music, and the old hymns, all of 
which he knew by heart. He once said "There is more power and 
persuasion in Coronation' and in ^The Portuguese H}Tnn' than in the 
assembled volumes of the most brilliant skeptics combined !" 

His library was a working library, and within its walls he was at 
his best. It was a veritable "sanctum sanctorum" and there he spent his 
declining years. Wide-awake to the present ; interested in the progress 
of human events the world over; loyal, patriotic, apprehensive of his 
country's danger in these days of stress, but resigned to the fact that his 
activities were of the past. It was there he sought and invited the com- 
panionship of those he loved. 
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His home was ever of the most hospitable sort. He was a host 
beyond compare. At his home, the most distinguished men and women 
of the day have gathered. On one occasion the President of the United 
States and his entire cabinet, with one exception, were guests beneath 
his hospitable roof. 

He was the very soul of kindness, and beneath at times a brusque 
exterior, there beat a warm, s}Tnpathetic heart. I, recall not so many 
years ago, when a faithful man-servant was stricken with small-pox, and 
removed to the pest-house, the close attention that he gave to see that 
everything possible was done for him. Dumb animals loved him, and for 
years a large deer-hound was his constant companion. Were he out of 
the city, the faithful dog was inconsolable. 

He was not a rich man in the sense of dollars. He had not given 
himself to large acquisitions, but he had achieved through his long life 
a remarkable culture, that while personal to himself, was of benefit to 
others in that his kindly nature placed it freely at their disposal and 
command. 

He was a notable figure in any assembly. Did he spend the evening 
at the social club his chair was sure to be surrounded by interested 
listeners, held there by the charm of his discourse and the overflow of 
his well filled mind. Emphatically of this generation, in that he was 
alive to all of its necessities, opportunities, and requirements, yet it can 
be as truly said of him that he was a rare representative of the "old 
school gentleman." Choleric, if you please, on occasion, yet ever digni- 
fied, courtly and benign, his memory will be cherished in Illinois as one 
of the "Men," the meaning of the word implied, and, the verdict of 
Hlinois, in passing upon his enrollment in that List of Honor, will be 
'^e has well served his *Day and Generation.' " 



THE WAR WORK OF THE WOMEN OF ILLINOIS. 



is^ JoSErn T. I]o\vi!:\. Member dC the Illinois State Council of Defense, 
and Chairman of Women's Activities tor War Work.] 
At the begiuniug of tlie war, the Cotincil of Nationitl Defense in 
Wafihington iip[Joiiited a Woman's Coiumittee to liave churge of womeD's 
war work throughout the country, in every slate in the Union a tem- 
porar)' chainnan was appointed who was asked to eall together a meeting 
of all the women's organizations in the State and to elect their own 
" wrs. 

In May, 191T, the heads of ail the women's oigauizati'bufl in lllinoig, 
Siered together, elected their otiicer? and formed the Woman's Com- 
ttee of the Council of National Defense, Illinois Division; I was 
cted chairman. At the same time the Governor did me the honor 
fcsppoint me on the State Council of Defense and I was made chainnan 
1 women's activities throughout the State, The two orgnnizations were 
B combined in one under one set of oflicere but always kept their two 
1^ which was found to he of great value on occasions. For example, 
a the legal advisor of the State Council of DefeJiee gave as hia opinion 
ut all the money raised by the State Council's various conunittees, 
should be put into the hands of the treasurer of the Slate Council and 
requisitioned out orilif by the State Council, it was a great comfort to 
be able to say that our money was raised under the name of the Woman's 
Committee, Illinoia Division. 

Wc were told in the beginning, to prepare for a long war and be- 
lieving that organisation wag more important than an>4bing else, we 
built n very solid foundation, Frtmi Cairo to Ttockford, from Quinoy to 
Paris every county, city, town and township in Illinoia added its unit. 
one by one, to make up the most complete organization of women that 
Illinois has ever attained. An organization includinp; women of all 
classes, creeds and nationalities united in one democratic force, working 
under one standard "Win the War." We havp in the State 2.136 local 
units. The work of the committee w.is initiated as various needs pre- 
sented thcmselvps, unMI finally there were IS full departments of the 
eommi(t('^^ who?p work was directed by ~,T00 chairmen. The active 
workers in these various departments, numhered .336,323. The com- 
intttee waw housed at (if) East Madison Street, Chicago in a large vacant 
store donated hy Hurley & Company but later moved into the State 
Council of Ttcfcnsi' building at 120 West Adams Street where it occupied 
an entire floor with several rooms on other floors. The State Council 
gave this space with telephone, heat and light, rent free and. in addition, 
furnisbM ihe services of two stenographers, postage and office supplies 
amounling to about iSl.OOO a month. 

After the armistice was signed the committee gave up its rooms 
; St^ate Council of Defense Building and moved into offices in the 
ine Arts Buihling whidi will be kepi .ip.^n until October 1, Iflin. 
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When the war began we felt that one of the most important things 
to be accomplished was to take stock and find out how many women 
could be depended upon to render war service ; we therefore asked women 
to register; First — that we might know how many there were who could 
take the places of men as post women, taxi cab drivers, chauffeurs, census 
takers, elevator women, gas inspectors, etc. Second — that we could clas- 
sify those who registered in order to call upon them for service. The 
conmiittee registered for war work 692,229 women. The registration 
cards (which were the same all over the United States but which were 
prepared by Illinois) were kept in every city and town where registration 
was taken and have been of great value in furnishing workers for gov- 
ernmental drives, for the exemption boards, for nurses in the recent 
influenza epidemic and for many other purposes. In Chicago alone, the 
registration was very small, compared with the State, comprising only 
150,000 women, yet out of this 150,000 women, whose cards were kept 
in our oflSce, 7,052 lists of women and the names of 17,000 individual 
workers were given to various war associations asking for volunteers. 
In Chicago, 300 regular workers were provided for the exemption boards 
and over 300 nurses were at one time furnished the Red Cross, saving 
the situation and bringing help to the influenza victims, in one of the 
recent epidemics. 

In Chicago, the registration cards were kept in the department 
kno\Mi as the "Volunteer Placement and Filing Department*' and as 
many as 18,000 calls a month were sent out by this department. The 
women who registered offered every type of service, from the stenographer 
who worked all day and offered to give every evening to help win the 
war, or the little cripple confined to her bed who, because she had trained 
a canary bird, felt that she could train carrier pigeons for the United 
States Army or the woman who registered that she "Was willing but 
nervous and could pray if necessary '^ to the woman of wealth who offered 
her machine, her house and all her employees for the use of wounded 
soldiers. The registration in Illinois would undoubtedly have been 
larger if the women had received more education on the subject but, 
although there were 10,000 registrars in Chicago alone, German propa- 
ganda hindered registration as there were repeated stories among the 
foreign born to the effect that if a woman registered she would have to 
leave her family and go abroad. For this reason the registration in 
Chicago was not as large as it should have been, yet the State registered 
a larger number of women than any other state in the Union except one. 

The Finance Department raised most of its money in a democratic 
way. Every woman who registered was asked to contribute 10 cents if 
she felt she could afford it and $73,000 was raised in this way. Half 
of this amount was sent to the State Treasurer and the other half was 
kept by the city or town where the registration was taken. In addition, 
nearly $100,000 was raised by subscription or in business ventures. At 
one time, when the War Department was urging the use of potatoes in- 
stead of bread, the Finance Department put upon the streets of Chicago 
and in some of the towns throughout the State, packages of potato 
chips which they called "Liberty Chips*' and these chips, selling for 5 
cents a package, in Chicago alone netted $7,000 in three days. At an- 
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other time a moving picture called "Belgium, the Kingdom of Grief* 
was shown at the Auditorium. There were French nights, English 
nights, and Belgian 'nights and the net proceeds of the performance, for 
one week, was $11,000. In addition, the committee raised $485,000 
by Tag Days for various war and other charities and sold $3,250,000 
worth of Liberty Bonds. The expenditures to date have been $97,793.98. 

The Speakers Department, numbering 300 women and 265 men, 
has sent its speakers to all parts of the State. They have attended 2,408 
meetings and have reached 600,509 people, carrying the war message as 
an oflf-set to German propaganda, to even the most remote hamlets in 
the State. Of course, some of the requests for speakers were absurd; 
one club wrote that thev wanted "an atrocitv sent them who would tell 
war stories set to music,^^ but on the whole, the demand for information 
was genuine and was sorely needed. At one meeting, whose subject was 
"Thrift and War Saving .Stamps," the opinion seemed to prevail that 
these stamps were something like the Red Cross Tuberculosis Stamps 
and were to be attached to the envelope of every letter. At another 
meeting where the subject of "Liberty Bonds" was being discussed, a 
foreign woman arose and said she did not think it was right for the 
Government to put out these bonds, they were the kind her old man 
bought when he wanted to get out of jail and she did not think it was 
right for the Government to make it any easier for him. This depart- 
ment will continue its work as the Speakers Committee of the Com- 
munity Councils of Illinois. 

At the beginning of the war we found that large numbers of women, 
most of them over 40 years old, whose husbands or sons had gone to the 
war, came to us for ompl(t>'ment which was necessary in order that they 
might live. Some of the officers of the committee were so besieged with 
applicants, that it was found necessary to open an Employment Depart- 
ment! About twenty volunteers, women of experience, were put to work 
interviewing the applicants and it was a touching sight to see, in the 
waiting room of this department, as many as seventy-five women at a 
time, well dressed and with gray hair, all waiting for an opportunity to 
get some kind of employment. At first, when they were told to go to the 
free employment bureau of the State or the Government, they would 
say that they could not as it was too humiliating but that they did not 
mind coming to a war organization to ask for help in this crisis of their 
lives. We have registered 9,082 such women and have found positions 
for 2/?05. One of the first difficulties encountered in placing them was 
that they had had no training; they all wanted positions of responsi- 
bility and they all felt they were capable of filling them although they 
had never had any previous experience. One woman wanted to be ]nit 
in charge of the keys of an asvsociation and dozens of women asked for 
the position of ofiRce manager as they seemed to feel that this was an 
honorable position which did not require much skill. Many of them 
wanted to look after children and felt that thev knew all about them, 
their reason being no better than that of the Irishwoman who had borne 
ten and lost nine. The majority asked for a position as housekeeper be- 
cause, having kept their own home they seemed to feel that in this 
matter they would be experienced. 
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We found it was necessary to establish training courses in order 
that these women might secure such instruction as would enable them to 
take clerical and other positions. Training courses were therefore estab- 
lished in 65 cities of the State and 90 courses were offered in Chicago. 
These courses included Telegraphy, Filing, Indexing, Stenography, Home 
Xursing, Economics, Wireless, Motor Driving, Engineering, Dramatics, 
Story Telling, and special courses in the Public Evening Schools. When- 
ever 'there was a suflBcient demand for a certain course of instruction 
a way was found to secure teachers and form a class in that particular 
study. Even after the armistice was signed, women and soldiers, who 
had had experience in telegraphy and clerical courses, still offered to 
give their evenings in order that they might train those who desired 
instruction. This department has paid a teacher in the Favill School 
lor the Handicapped and given her $1,500 worth of equipment. It also 
gave $5,000 for tiie Bureau of Returning Soldiers and Sailors. This 
Employment Bureau met with such success that early in the war it was 
taken over by the United States Government who paid all of its expenses 
but allowed the entire direction of it to be under the Woman's Com- 
mittee, Council of National Defense and all its volunteers to come from 
that body. 

In connection with this department it was found necessary to estab- 
lish a Mending Shop for very old women, some of them over 70 years 
of age who were too old to take a regular position. This shop has been 
very successful, is nearly self-supporting and gives steady work to about 
thirty women. Its headquarters are in the Venetian Building and it has 
now been placed under the management and is being supported by one 
of the large clubs of Chicago. 

The State Council of Defense has done a magnificent piece of work 
all over the State but its activities have largely had to do with questions 
concerning Military Matters, Finance, Crops, Labor, Business, etc., while 
the Woman's Committee has had more to do with women and children 
and with the practical details of the home; it has dealt mainly with 
human beings. 

The Child Welfare Department financed and managed by the Eliza- 
beth McCormick Memorial Fund has weighed and measured 325,000 
children and has instructed the parents of these children as to their 
proper care. It has 1,000 child welfare chairmen throughout the State 
and has put out 1,750,000 pieces of literature and 227,000 windows 
cards, posters, buttons, etc. 

This department has succeeded in stirring up the State to the neces- 
sity of conserving its children, even the school boys became interested in 
the subject; one boy wrote a composition in which he said, "Now that 
we are at war, it is everybody's business to have a baby and to save it." 

This department has also conducted the "Back to the School" drive 
which was ordered bv the President of the United States and it is mak- 
ing its work permanent by the establishment of the child welfare centers, 
community nurses, increased medical inspection in the public schools and 
the education of mothers in the care of children. 

During the war the government called upon the women of the 
country to practice conservation and our Conservation Department has 
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gliout tlip State, ill almost every town ami vity, dciiiotistra- 
Wi concerning siibatitutcs for sugar and flour, tLr re-miiking of clothea 
and the necessity for the elimination of waste. It has liceu very difficult 
to get any figures from down-State and it voiild be impossible, in u short 
report of this kind, to give an account nf the vnvioiis cities where stores 
bove been taken., demonat rot ions given, canning done, and otlicr efforts 
niude to CiiuseTTC food for oiirselves nnd our allies. In Chicago alone. 
805,000 women were reached by these demonetratiouB, which were held 
in vacant sliojis. department stores, seltlements and even on mutor vans 
■which were turned into portable kitchens. One store at 28 Xorth Wa- 
'bash Avenue, was fitted up as a kitchen, demonstrntinnu were held here 
every day and the articles cooked, sold for a uti'Ii-.u. nrn.'mr. This 
ctore olone, in sis months, was visited by GO.Ofin ]■■ ■ I' ■■ I'-c-hair- 

mau of this department was the head of the Si^r^ r : . ■ -■ r\Jce in 
Chicago and had her office with the Illinois Fiiml AIimI; i-;i,;;tnii De- 
piirtmeiit s'l tliat when an order was received by this ilcpurttnent, from 
the Government, it was at once transmitted to this lice-chairman who 
gave it out to the city and the State. 

The Recreation Department tried to reach the girls of the State by 
forming them into Girls Palriotie Lengiics. Twelve thonsnnd members 
were thus enrolled; these girls taking a pledge which stated that they 
promised to do better than they had ever done before, the particular 
thing which they were then doing. Each girl wore a button and in differ- 
ent parts of the city, many girls were drilling as thev wiinted the physi- 
csl exercise. Once a month, or oftener, these Patriotic Leagnes held 
meetings where they had some inspiring speakers and, occasionally, 
3,000 or 4,000 of them gathered together in the big Auditorinm of the 
Municipal Pier. This department was taken over by the War Camp 
Comnnmity Service of the United States Government, 

Tile Social Hygiene Department, just taken over hy the State of 
Illinois, whose chairman has been made supervisor of Health Instniction 
for Women of Illinois, has had a corps of over 50 physicians who have 
^veii instnictiim to girls and women, in shops and factories, and have 
shown moving pictures called "How Life Begins" and "The End of the 
Bond," etc., wliioh have atlracted large audiences to the State Council 
of Defense Building. Fifty-four thousand women and girls have been 
reached in Chwni-n hy this department and these lectures are being 
bookwl and the fiiiu^ shown in various parts of the State. 

The Food Production Department immensely stimulated the raising 
of orops throughout the State. It issued primers for the school children 
Jiving instructions "When and How to Plant Cold Frames," 'TVhen to 
Pbnt in the Open," "How to Raise Vegetables," etc. It found, upon 
investigation, that only one out of every four farmers in Illinois, raised 
their own vegetables and an appeal was made to the fanners' wives to 
start their own gardens and "take their families ot! the market." This 
committee had 110 school gardens and 00,000 war gardens manned by 

"ren reported to it. 

'tppreciafing the fact that if the war continued, women must do 
ark of men upon the farm and that they must have some training, 
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a farm of 250 acres at Libertyville, Illinois, was loaned us, rent free, 
where women were trained for agricultural and dairy pursuits. This 
farm had eighteen cows, hogs, sheep, chickens, etc. The girls all lived 
in a large new cow stable where the stalls were made into bedrooms, 
76 girls were made into farmers; they drove a tractor, cultivated the 
land, planted the crops, gathered them in, made and sold butter and 
cheese and did all the work of a farm. One thousand applications were 
received from girls who were interested and 40,000 people were addressed 
on the subject of agricultural pursuits. The equipment of this farm, in- 
cluding its stock, has been given to Blackburn College, Carlinville, Illi- 
nois, where an agricultural course for girls is to be opened. 

Knowing that a "Singing Nation is a Winning Nation,'^ we have 
tried to arouse patriotism by Community Sings and 265 Liberty Choruses 
were organized through the State and 81,000 song books have been 
distributed. On Thanksgiving Day, 1918, 125 Community sings were 
given in the State and at stated intervals the Community Choruses of 
Chicago, including a Children's Chorus of 1,000 children, met in the 
Assembly Hall of the Municipal Pier and gave most stirring concerts. 
This Department has been taken over by the Federation of Musical Clubs. 

The Women and Children in Industry Department has bettered the 
condition of women and children in industry, throughout the State. It 
published a report on Standards for Women's Work. It investigated 
munition factories and made certain recommendations concerning women. 
It has had an investigator throughout the State, looking after the in- 
terests of school children. It has made investigations where women 
were employed by the 'Government on woolen underwear. It persuaded 
one of the large railroads in Chicago not to employ women for 
handling heavy freight. It has reported on all violations of the 
Child Ijabor Law and has had an exhibit on women in war time. The 
woman's division of this department has been taken over by the Woman's 
Trade Union League and the children's division by the Elizabeth Mc- 
Cormick Memorial Fund. 

The War Information Department has supplied public school prin- 
cipals and others throughout the State, with war information. At one 
time, within a period of three weeks, it sent 143,000 pamphlets to its 
500 war information chairmen. It has supplied the public schools of 
Chicago with over 10,000 pamphlets; has stimulated the principals of 
these schools to have the children write essays upon certain subjects 
connected with the war and which in many instances, especially in for- 
eign neighborhoods, have done much to bring parents to the realization 
of the meaning of the war. This department has also supplied speakers 
and others connected with the Woman's Committee, with information 
concerning war work for women not only in this country but abroad. It 
has published several pamphlets on the subject and has sent out thousands 
of letters and circulars containing valuable information. This depart- 
ment will be continued as *The Information Committee of the Com- 
munity Councils of Illinois." 

The Publicity Department has not only managed the publicity for 
the Woman's Committee, getting articles in the paper every day, but 
it has sent throughout the State every week, a "News Letter" and, in 
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, has [uiblisheil two catnouliagu recipe hooks, ims awardt-d |ii'izes 
r siigurluss puddings and candy and at one time, with the Conservation 
Departiueul, look a vucant ?itore, made nm] solil 4,000 pounds of sugar- 
lesB candy, It has aUo conducted a "Do Without Club" of over 2,000 
people. At one time it held a large meeting for the cooks of the city, 
at this meeting, patriotic speeches were made and an attempt made to 
impress upon tlie cooks the necessity of conservation. 

The Americanization Department, although organized !ate in the 
summer of 1911^, has conducted three institutes for the foreign boraj 
has had large meetings for ditTiirent nationalities and has reached over 
60,000 people. This department will, in the future, be conducted by the 
"s City Club of Chicago, Federation of Clubs and other organi- 



J The Social Welfare Department has made connections between 
_ 06 volunteers and social agencies and it is estimateO, has saved these 
^encies $100,000 which, if it liad not been for the volunteers, they 
would have had to pay to their social workers. In addition, this depart- 
mejit provided wool for Uie "Shui-Ina" in hospitals, insane asylums, old 
peoples homes and prisong, where the inmates, for the first time, felt 
that they voire doing something toward winning the war. One cripple 
who liad been on his back for thirty years, in the poor house, was almost 
made ovt'.T when he found he could knit socks for the soldiers abroad. 
In the Old Ladies Home, one old woman who had been in the habit of 
knitting all day and unraveling at night what she had knitted, in order 

Rhe might knit it over again the next day, burst into tears when she 
)ld that she could have all the wool she wanted to knit into asefnl 
;s for the soldiers. This department has been taken over by the 
al Council of Social Agencies. 
?he Allied Relief Department raised for relief $785,130.68 and has 
Europe 705,140 hospital supplies; I83,0!t5 garments; 27.188 kits, 
BB adopted 8,8i4 fatherless children, 
want to take this occasion to make recognition of all the help 
haa been given to the Woman's Committee, not only by Riiaf, who 
have given us, rent free, stores and offices, who have done our printing 
for nothing or at reduced cost and who have in every way aided and 
encouraged us, but I also wish to thank the individuals who have given 
ne generously of their time and money and I want to express to every 
one of the women who have helped the Woman's Committee, my thanks 
~ r their loyalty and their willingness to cooperate, 
\ Tile Woman's Committee of the State Council of Defense and the 
n's Committee of the Council of National Defense, Illinois Divi- 
, win go out of business when peace is declared and proclaimed by 
^President of the United States or at least, as soon afterwards as it is 
"possible to close up their affairs. However, the United States Govem- 
ment, through the Department of the Interior and the Department of 
Agriculture and the Field Division of the National Council of Defense, 
are asking all the State Councils of Defense and all the Wflr'"""" " "" 
mitteee throughout the country, to throw the etrengt*" 
tions into community councils, Organizations in t 
or in every ward in the larger cities, composed of reprel 
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organization both men and women, will come together, form a com- 
munity council and take up whatever work comes to their hand ; it may 
be clean milk or it may be clean streets but this centralizing of the 
organizations of a town will prevent duplication of effort, will be demo- 
cratic and will have a tendency to do away with the insidious propaganda 
which is spreading through Europe and which is even menacing our own 
country. 

The Community Councils of Illinois have already been organized 
with headquarters in Chicago and a temporary State committee of 
fifteen people elected by representatives from all over the State. 

When we went into the war we saw in our mind's eye, the shell torn 
battlefields of France, the ruined villages, the desolate homes, the long 
dusty highways full of artillery wagons, guns, cannon, motors, ambu- 
lances and all the paraphernalia of war and that endless procession ot* 
khaki clad men who had crossed the seas to fight for the most righteous 
cause for which any nation ever fought. 

Nearly two years have passed since that time; two years full of 
momentous events and we know now, that those boys of ours with a 
smile on their lips and the spirit of a crusader in their hearts, went into 
the fight at the crucial moment and, by the sheer weight of their will to 
win, turned the tide and pushed back the foe. 

Most of these men, tiiank God, are coming back to us, but some of 
them sleep in France. All honor to them and to the brave and noble 
dead of our allies. **They found their lives by losing them, they forgot 
themselves but they saved the world." 

Toward the men who are returning, we feel a deep sense of obliga- 
tion; they laid aside all the shams of life and dealt only with its 
realities. They learned all that sacrifice and suffering could teach ; they 
understand the real meaning of fellowship and these men have today a 
vision of better things, a vision of a happier home, a cleaner city, a 
better State, a greater Nation. They have been fighting for democracy 
but we will never have a real democracy in this country, that democracy 
of which we caught just a glimpse during the war when we were brought 
together by a common danger and by a common sympathy, until we 
once more continuously work together for the good of our community ; 
until we learn to reverence, not the aristocracy of birth and wealth and 
position but only the aristocracy of service ; until we can assure to every 
human being in our great Republic, equal opportunity for health, for 
education, for work, for decent living, for love, for happiness. 

These men will look to us to help them realize their vision. Shall 
we fail them? The Communitv Councils of Illinois offer a method for 
this democratic experiment. Let us try it. 



bN THE AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF ILLINOIS 
SINCE THE CIVIL WAR 



[De&b Eugene Da\-espubt, College o( Agriculture, UniveraUy o( lllinois.I 

Tliere are foui' rather well-defined stages in the development of a 
country such ns this. First come the explorers led on by the spirit of 
adventure, the inissiouariea interested in converting the primitive races, 
and the traders iutcrest^^d not in the country but in what they can mnke 
from the people in trade for their skins and furs. 

Following these come the home buildere, moving out of older 
countries to better their conditions, looking not for trade nor indeed for 
profit but for a place where the family may live and by dint of hard 
work grow up into independent manhood and womanhood. It was this 
period which we had reached in Illinois at the opening of the Civil War. 

If the country is naturally poor in its resources it will stop about 
here, but if it is rich in its soil, kindly in its climate., and favorable as to 
its contour, the time is certain to arrive when the possession of its acres 
becomes a ruling passion with its inhabitants, and everything is sacri- 
ficed for getting land while yet it can be bad, This was the passion that 
overtook our people immediately after the reconstruction, and it charat^ 
teriaed the activity in the Mississippi Valley during the last quarter of 
the last century as it has never characterized any other country on earth. 
It was then that men and women and little children made almost a 
religion out of work, not for work's sake as has been erroneously sup- 
posed, but in order to get land while yet it could be had. It was then 
that men sold improved farms farther east and came west to enlarge 
their holdings. It was then that land rather than money was the ruling 
passion of most people. 

Following tiis stage comes tlie period of finished agriculture when 
mone^' rather than laud is the object in farming, and when the best 
utilization of acres rather than their exploitation is the test of good j 
farming. We are beginning to enter that period now and it is not with- 
out profit that we analyze somewhat closely the prominent features that 
characterize the period just passing; namely, the land-acquiring period 
in Illinois development, covering roughly the last half century. 

When we remember that the total value of farm propertv in 1860 
in the State of Illinois was given as only $500,000,000, it seems that 
those were days of email things as measured against the valuation of 
$4,000,000,000 in 1910. But it must not be forgotten that the 
$500,000,000 valuation of 1860 represented nearly a 300 per cent in- 
crease over the ten years preceding. That is to say, things had begun to 
move somewhat rapidly about this time. There are other evidences that 
"" B period from 1850 to 1860 was one of great activity in matters agri- 
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cultural in all the eastern portion of the Union, and the impetus was 
strongly felt in the Mississippi Valley in the decade immediately pre- 
ceding the Civil War. 

In 1860 only a little over 50 per cent of the land in Illinois was in 
farms as against 90 per cent in 1910. The State was producing in 1860 
a little over 100,000,000 bushels of corn as against 400,000,000 in 1910. 
It was producing something over 20,000,000 bushels of wheat, or about 
two-thirds the present yield. It had approximately 750,000 horses as 
against 1,750,000 in 1910; 1,500,000 cattle as compared with 2,500,000 
fifty years later; and 2,500,000 swine as compared with 4,500,000 in 
1910. The value of the domestic animals in the State in 1860 was given 
ab $72,000,000 as against $308,000,000 in 1910, and the farm imple- 
ments and machinery were valued at $17,000,000 as against $74,000,000 
a half century later. 

These figures, however, give but an inadequate conception of the 
changes that have come to the State since its boys in blue went out to 
fight. The reaper and the mower had but just come into use and were 
regarded as horse-killing inventions; and hay which was raked together 
by the new-fangled machinery was considered unfit for a horse to eat. 
Some of us remember the burning of self-binders immediately after the 
close of the war by angry mobs of workmen for the reason that such a 
machine would deprive them of harvest wages. And yet it was the very 
scarcity of labor that forced the rapid development of American farm 
machinery. 

While the Civil War resulted in a very great industrial develop- 
ment, yet it also marked the period of the beginning of the struggle for 
land which has lasted until the present day. Every man who had a farm 
enlarged it if he could, running into debt to do so, or he sold his farm and 
moved west to acquire more acres and grow up with the new country. It 
was impossible to work all these acres by hand labor or by such crude 
machinery as had been in use before the war. Speedily the great ques- 
tion in farming became this: How many horses can one man drive and 
how many acres can one man farm? 

And so the matter went, through the '70*8, the *80'8 and even well 
into the '90's before anything like high-priced land or a tenant system 
could be said to have developed in the State. When I first came to Illi- 
nois in 1895, land was considered well sold at $75 an acre ; within twenty 
years of that time a considerable amount of the best land of the State 
had lain untouched at 50 cents because of lack of drainage, and this in 
the very region where land is selling from $275, $300, to even $400 an 
acre without regard to improvements. 

The struggle of the people for land has been nowhere more pro- 
nounced or more significant than in Illinois. While there have been 
some large holdings, this has not been a State of bonanza farming. Corn 
has been its ruling crop and live stock its most prominent industry, and 
the natural combination of the two has led to the development of a kind 
of farming which means high values in land. While it is not and never 
has been a range State, yet the cattle industry has always been relatively 



I and His movemeut fur high-grade live stock dtttee from almost 

e middle of the last Century, 
The IllinoiB State Board of Agrienlture was founded and ho!d its 
t flhow in 1853. It waa the result of the activities in the liCgislatnre 
'Capt. James X. Brown uf (Irmo Park, Sangamon Connt.v, who was 
of its first and most siiccesslii! exhibitors. It was about this time that 
[^enthusiasm for the importation of high-class cattle passed from New 
jfrk, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and Ohio to tlie prairies "f lUiimis, and 
le fii-st great sale of the Illinois Importing Company in 1SS7, this 
• Captain Brown bid off the two-year-old heifer, Rachel II, nt the 
a very unprecedented price of $3,025. The aale as a whole made an 
erago of $1,1G5, and from this time dates the hfeginning of high-class 
! stock for this great State. It is notable too that this importation 
'iiiued four cattle from the herd of Amos Cruickshank, a Scoltish. 
Jeder then almost unknown, but whose herd a few years later became 
i most (itmous in short-horn history. 

It was during the 'Til's that this enthusiasm for high-class cattle 
^Vcloped strength. The Illinois State Fair, under the mnnagemeiit of 
the Illinois State Board of Agriculture drew to its show ring some of 
the best animals then bred, and I was told by tlie late Col. Cbnrlesi F. 
i that he had personally, as secretary of that body, organized the 
jdigree associations for one-half the breeds produced In America- — 
ring the extent of the influence exerted at that time by tlie Illinois 
hte Board of Agriculture, A little later came the Fat-Stock Show in 
ucago, which sealed the doom of the four-year-old ste^r and proved 
vond any doubt that the cheapest beef could be made from young 
"mala. 

The introduction of our best pasture, the Kentucky blue grass, dates 
1 this same period and owes to these early cattle men the influence 
ftich spread it broadcast over the prairies. It came with the cattle from 
intucky, and while the prairies are not the natural home of the hlue 
Bss, it after all has no equal for pasture purposes and has developed 
I this State as in few others. 

he value of land rapidly increased in the '90's, it became 
momically impossible to produce market cattle in competition with the 
(Stem range. From then on. feeders were grown in the we^t ami 
""^ped east to W flnished on Illinois corn. With this new condition has 
ething of the glory of the old-time breeding herds, but even as 
Bb is written the range itaeU is being broken up and the prahlem of 
using our own feeders is returning to the farmers of Illinois, 

With the development of the herds of the State and with the in- 
ipased production of corn, « new shipping center was iuevilnble. 
ptherto Cincinnati had been called "Porkopolis," hut the title and the 
Jstinctiou Were destined to move to Chicago. Cincinnati was the 
■tura] outlet of the Miami Valley, one of the greatest live stock regions 
! the timberland states, but the prairies wore seeking outlet.", and 
lucago, Kansas City, and Omaha were inevitable choices, Isaac Funk, 
e of the gri'Mtest siiippers of cititle. and swine in an early day was ac- 
rtomed to drivi' from Funk's Grove to Chicago in successive herds. 
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putting in each bunch as many cattle, and pigs as the Chicago slaughter 
house could handle in a single day. 

The Union Stock Yards Company for handling the increased ship- 
ments was organized and opened for business in 1865. Nothing shows 
the extent and the growth of the live stock business in this State as do 
the records of the receipts of this company for the fifty-three years since 
its opening, and they are listed here for record, by ten-year periods : 

Cattle. Calves. Hosns. Sheep. - 

1866 393,007 961.746 207,987 

1876 1.096,745 4,190,006 364,096 

1886 1,963,900 51,290 6,718,761 1,008,790 

1896 2,600,476 138.337 7,659,472 3,590,665 

1906 3,329,250 413,269 7.275,063 4,805,449 

1918 3,789,922 657,767 8,614,190 4,629,736 

It is sufficient for purposes of reading to note that whereas the total 
receipts of cattle at these yards in 1866 was but 393,000, they amounted 
•in 1918 to over 3,750,000. During the same period hogs had increased 
in shipment from fewer than 1,000,000 to over 8,500,000, and sheep 
from 207,000 to over 4,500,000. By this we see, of course, that these 
great stock yards, in later years particularly, have drawn from far beyond 
the limits of our own State. 

Realizing the value of the old Fat-Stock Show to the live stock of 
this State and region, this company has for a number of years conducted 
an annual exposition which is without doubt the greatest live stock 
show in the world, and from here have come and gone in recent years 
the very pink of perfection in the breeder's art. 

Even a hasty sketch of the agricultural progress of Illinois in the 
last half century would be exceedingly incomplete without special men- 
tion of what this State has done for heavy horses. It has of course had 
its light horse champions and interests, but in an early day the Norman 
horse was brought into various sections of this State for farm purposes, 
and later on it was Mark Dunham of Wayne more than any other single 
man who was responsible for bringing the best breeding of la belle France 
into the middle west. No enthusiast whom I have ever known was 
prouder of his achievement than was Dunham of the mark which 
"Brilliant^' put upon the American horse industry, and of Eosa Bon- 
heur's picture of that wonderful animal. 

It is evident to the most casual student that the earlier development 
of the last half century was in acreage, farm machinery, and live stock. 
It was not until practically the opening of the present century that the 
State took much interest in the scientific study of the principles under- 
lying agricultural practices or in the education of the young for the 
profession of farming. It was the current belief in those days that if a 
man was to have a good herd it must be founded by his grandfather, 
and that the only way to become a successful farmer was by being to 
the manner bom and by associating long and intimately with those 
who succeeded. It was the worship of the ancients over again, and 
while there were veritable giants in those days in matters a^icultural, 
it is also the fact that a great many of the things they assiduously be- 
lieved were at the same time untrue. The last generation has been 
somewhat busy in the attempt to separate tradition from truth and to 
learn what are the underlying principles of successful farming. 
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Accordingly the University of Illinuis has been anChoiized, in- 

"Ueted, and endowed to conduct Investigatious along certain prominent 

iaes, particularly in the feeding and breeding of nninials, the control 

f diseases in fruits and vegetables, and in such methods of production 

1 prove most economical and effective. For esample. it used to be 

ipposed that deep cultivation is tlie sine qua non of good fanning. Ex- 

^rimentation has shown, however, thai the deeper corn is cultivated the 

re the roots arc cut off and the more the crop suffers. It had been 

] that com wus cidtivuted in order lo preserve moisture, but scientific 

thods have shown that it is done mainly in order to kill weeds. Plants 

V bred as are animals, and there is no more significant work done 

i the State than is that of the Funk Brothers' Seed Company, which, 

Ike the Vilmorius of France, is interested not only in dealing in seeds 

'. in producing the best varieties. 

Perhaps the most notable single piece of work undertaken in the 
ite of Illinois for the betterment of agricultnre is the soil survey, 
sreby each separate type of land of which the State is possessed is not 
nly located as to its boundaries and mapped accordingly, but also studied 
B the laboratories and in tlie field as to its phv'stcal and chemical qiialt- 
M, BO that when tlie map is published each man may K-now how many 
id what are the distinctive ^pes of soil on the land ho occupies and 
iliat are the treatments that should be employed. The forty esperimental 
'elds upon the various types of soil scattered over the State each under 
'\ possible combinations of fertilizer treatment constitute by far the 
ret extensive and exhaustive inqtiirj- into the character of land that 
■ to be found anywhere on earth. 

Such a Bket.ch of agricultural progress would be entirely incomplete 

without a word upon the strictly educational side. Not only has the 

* "pricultnral College of the State developed from a half dozen students 

'i to twelve bundred and fifty at the opening of the war, but there 

e now more than forty high schools in the State organized to do work 

ider the Smith-Hughes Act. A definite department is established in 

e high school under the charge of its ovm instructor, usually employed 

r twelve months and always teaching under the project system. It is 

t too much to espect that another generation of careful research and 

Ae systematic training of the young will produce agricultural results 

' I tliis State tbat will be no discredit to the record of the great men 

3 have gone before. From now on our progress will be marked not 

the individual achievements of a few phenomenal men, but by the 

fstematic procedure of the citizens of the State, 

Illinois lias developed within the last generation one of the best 

mers' institute systems of any state in the Union. It is under the 

. irection of a body of farmers recognised by the Legislature as the State 

Fanners' Institute. The meetings held under the auspices of this body 

[ representative farmers, whether of State or local character, afford a 

ly forum for the discussion of the many questions that constantly 

• touching the interests of agriculture. The extent to which such 

rum can operate as a safety valve and a balance wheel holh for puh- 

^inion and for the farmers' state of mind is beyond computation. 



106 

The State is now served by a most efficient agricultural press by 
no means confined to the boundaries of this particular commonwealth 
yet serving its distinctive interests exceptionally well. These journals 
constitute the great avenue for the exchange of ideas, experiences, and 
practices back and forth between the farmers of this State and other 
states and between the practices of the farm and the findings of the 
various scientific bodies scattered over the world. 

Perhaps the most distinctive single item of progress made in Illinois 
in the last half century lies in the principle now well recognized that 
the farmers themselves through their own organizations assume the 
responsibility of leadership in all matters of agricultural progress. The 
farmers in this State are neither led nor driven. They are themselves 
a forward-looking body of men with a well recognized objective, the de- 
velopment of the agricultural resources of the State. They are therefore 
regarded as the special sponsors of agricultural education and research, 
whatever may be the particular machinery devised for the detailed man- 
agement of schools and experiment stations. 

Pursuant to this general principle the development of the so-called 
extension work in this State is going forward under the direction of 
county farm bureaus which are self-directing agricultural associations 
projecting their affairs especially along business lines. Over sixty of 
the counties of the State are now so organized, and the creation of the 
Illinois Agricultural Association for the further development of agricul- 
ture as a cooperative enterprise, particularly in selling, was so logicaL 
as to be inevitable. 

It is not too much to say that since the Civil War, agriculture has 
developed from the old self-sufficing system of pioneer days to that stage 
where it is recognized in its full meaning, both as a productive industry 
to those engaged therein and as a significant economic factor in the 
social fabric of the State. The idea of a permanent agriculture is defi- 
nitely fixed in the minds of nearly all the progressive farmers of Illinois, 
whereby the fertility of the lands shall be maintained and not mined out 
as the generations pass. To that determination we are now beginning 
to add the idea of a finished agriculture, by which is meant not neces- 
sarily intensive farming but rather systems of farming which shall be 
more diversified than heretofore and which shall recognize more com- 
pletely the peculiar demands of the consuming public and the particular 
resources of the various localities. 



THE LIFE AND SERVICES OF JOSEPH DUNCAN. 
GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS, 1834-1838. 

[Br Elizabeth Ddncan Pdtnam.] 



PREFACE. 



The request of the Illinois State Historical Society, in 1919, for a 
tttch of GoTeruor Joseph Duncun led me to aearch through the papers 
vcd by thi; fiimiJy to see if thure wa.s any new material that would 
"ght on the Ufe of one of the pioneers of Illinois. The sketch pre- 
t that time for the annual meeting has since grown, by the ac- 
1 of new material found in the Library of Congress and other 
llbriiries, into the present more extended life. 

His daughter, Jlrs. Julia Duncan Kirby, wrote a biographical 
Blcetch of Joseph Duncan for the Jacksonville llistorical Society in 1885, 
mtaining muay reminiscences of Ulrs. Ihincan and of her friends and, 
^ng, nearly in full, the interesting diary kept by Mr. Duncan while 
ft was in Congress.' Mr. E. W. Blatchford, an old family friend, wrote 
I brief sketch in 1905 for the Chicago llistorical yociety. 

Aside from theae two skt^tchcs, there has been no life written of 
Jirernor Duncan. Most of the histories of Illinois are influenced 
i their estimation of him by the opinion given fay Thomas Fonl in his 
{iBtory of Illinois written in 1817, As Ford was a political opponent of 
PoTernor Duncan and party feeling ran high at that time, he naturally 
rote from a prejudiced point of view. Unfortunately Mr, Duncan's 
'^pers have guSered irreparable loss, as the most important ones were 
hnnied in the Chicago fire of 1871 and others in our home fire in Daven- 
port in 1887. 

There are still preserved' a few family letters, many expense ac- 
nts from Kentucky and Illinois; diaries* of Governor and Mrs. 
hincan ; on interesting note book of Governor Duncan's; a brief anony- 
JotM life addressed to "Governor Joseph Duncan, Jacksonville, Illinois," 
. dated 184(1, obviously an original document:* and finally there 
9 a few political hand, bills and cartoons. Another note book, evi- 
^Uy for use in the campaign of 1842 with clippings and notes, is in 
Sie Library of the University of Illinois. 

I have consulted the Journals of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate of Illinois and the Journal of the House of Representatives 
of the United States for the records of iiis political life and the newB- 

f PrlnUiiit Co, ISBK. 
— . . . . i^iijjgry of jjig Ilavenport Arailpmy 
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papers of the time for contemporary opinion. Use has been made of Mrs. 
Duncan's reminiscences and diaries to give an account of a journey west 
in 1828 and a picture of their life later in Jacksonville. 

Many traditions have come down in the family but I have only used 
those that seem to help in drawing the portrait from out of the shadows 
of a century ago of this pioneer of Illinois, a strong man of action, of 
independent opinion, with a keen sense of law and right, modest and 
unassuming. Tradition says that he had great social charm, which is 
borne out by the letters that describe the cordial reception he received 
whenever he went east. The same Scotch honesty and allegiance to duty 
and principle which was shown as a boy of eighteen in his providing for 
his widowed mother and younger brothers and sister before he left home 
in the war of 1812, dominated his ideals and public acts in his later 
career as soldier, state senator, congressman and governor. 

I am indebted to Prof. A. M. Schlesinger and to Prof. Theodore 
Calvin Pease for valuable suggestions, to Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber of 
the Illinois State Historical Society and to Miss Caroline Mcllvaine of 
the Chicago Historical Society for assistance in obtaining material, and 
to Miss Euth Putnam for criticism and encouragement. My brother 
Edward K. Putnam has aided me in the arrangement of the materials 
and the review of the political speeches of Governor Duncan. 

Elizabeth Duncan Putnam. 
Davenport, Iowa. 
January 15, 1921. 

CHAPTER I. 

Early Life: War op 1812: Removal to Illinois. 

Joseph Duncan was descended on both sides from Scotch and Scotch- 
Irish ancestry. The family first settled in Virginia, from there Major 
Joseph Duncan went to Kentucky in the early days but returned to 
Virginia to marry Anna Maria McLaughlin of Cumberland Valley, and 
in 1790 the family moved to Paris, Bourbon County, Kentucky. Here 
Joseph was born on February 22, 1794, the third son. 

The Duncan house is still standing in Paris, a substantial stone 
house, with an interesting entrance doorway and panelling in the rooms. 
A lease of 1815 describes it as "the old stone house on the square with 
kitchen, billiard-room, smoke house, lower stables, etc., and two parti- 
tions to be run across the ball room.'' 

In 1806 Major Duncan died. There was apparently a great deal of 
property but much confusion in affairs. Mrs. ^Duncan married in 1809 
Captain Benjamin Moore, of the regular army. He lived but two years, 
dying in 1811. One son, Duncan Moore, was born of this marriage. 

Joseph was but twelve years old when his own father died. The two 
older sons had been sent, Matthew to Yale and James to Transylvania 
College, Lexington, Kentucky, but there was probably no ready money 
to send Joseph to college. He assumed the responsibilities of the family, 
paying bills and arranging financially for his mother. He was appointed 
guardian to his two younger brothers and sister and later paid for at 
least part of their education. All through his life he manifested an in- 
terest in education, probably intensified by the lack of college training 
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B owji life. In hit* informal correspondence ht- was a poor epeller, 
IVere many of the men of his time. 

From his father and step-father Joseph naturally was interested ia 
-litarv affairs. War with England was not declared until June 18th, 
xBlS. but a month beforehand, on May 13th, we find Joseph Duncan 
hod paid to F. Loriug, Paris, Kentucky : 

To nULkIng unilresa ooa[ }lO.(in 

To B(a yurdH ot silver braid 3,TB 

To making a Cockade 7B 

To making ; pair imtilaloons and £ vastH l.nii 

To flndlne padlne and Ihroad BD 

To i hank or white allk 1J14 

115 12 u, 

^He entered the army as an Ensign in tlie lith U. S. Infantry and 

ined in sen'ice througliout the war. 
' He at once began securing rei.-riiiUi. As lie was leaving to join the 
'"^em army in 1813, he gives the following note, — "The above bill of 
eight pounds and eleven shillings, I am bound to pay unless my mother 
pays it, Kelly and Brant may deduct it out of the money I now leave 
in their hands, and should she apply for any other articles in their store 
they will let her have them and charge them to her account." It is 
worth note that the credit and word of an eighteen year old boy carried 
sufficient weight to take care of the family. 

There is no record where Joseph Duncan was the first year of the 
war. On June 13th, 1813, he passed Kaskaskia on the Mississippi, with 
the l~th Regiment of U. S. Infantry, on his way to St. Louis, Missouri 
Territory, as is shown by the letter from his brother, Matthew Duncan, 
who tried to overtake the boats at Little Rock Ferry. On August 8nd, 
1813, Duncan was at the defence of Fort Stephenson, near Sandusky, 
Ohio. A copy of a letter written by Joseph Duncan and describing the 
attack has been preserved. It was written many years later in response 
to inquiries from Gen. C. F. Mercer, but it gives a graphic and detailed 
description of the battle. 

Washingtos Crrr, March 25, 189i. 
DEab Sib: 

Your letter ot tfie 20th lias been received and I moat cbeerfully rotnply 
wllh. yoor request in giving hupU an account ol the transactions at Sandusky 
as my memory at tliia late period and my time will enable me to do. 

About the 20t!i ot July, 1813. General Harrison, then at Lower Sandusky, 
hearing that the British Army had crossed Lake Erie to Fort Meigs, being 
about five tliouaand strong, Immediately changed his headquarters to Seneca, 
Beven or eight miles up the Sandusky River, where he assembled bis forces, 
leaving Major Croghan with about 150 men to defend Fort Slepbeneon, with 
an uaderstanding or an order, as it was understood hy me at the time, that 
the Fort then in a weak and v^etched condition, was to be abandoned should 
the enemy advance with artillery, but if not, to be defended to the last ex- 
tremity. 

Harrison with bis force, then small, bad scarcely left us before Crogban 
commenced putting the fort, which was only a stockading of smalt round 
logs and a few log store Ijouses, in a pr()i>er Bliile of defence, In whirh he 
evitteed great Juijgment and tho mnst iintiiing perseverance. 

During the ten or iaelv« diiys mat inierveneil between the time that 
Oenernl Hnrrisin leti .. Um; enemy, a ditch was dug 

four teirt deep aaJ -. , i the Fort outside ot the 

Btockading^tbe erou: nuad the fort was cleared 

t Umber anil brush ;>ii i.^ mkde for the enemy. 
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About this time General Harrison received information that the enemy 
had raised the siege of Fort Meigs and had started in the direction of San- 
dusky and Camp Seneca. On receiving this intelligence he determined to 
retreat from his position, and immediately sent an express to Fort Stephen- 
son, which arrived about sunrise, ordering Major Croghan to burn the fort 
with all the munitions and stores and retreat without delay to Headquarters, 
giving also some precautionary instructions about the route, etc. 

On receiving this order, Croghan instantly placed it in the hands of the 
officers, who were all present, and required them to consider it and express 
an opinion as to the propriety of obeying or disobeying it. The Board was 
formed and on putting the question, beginning as is usual with the youngest 
officer, [Duncan] it was ascertained that a majority of us was for disobeying 
the order. Croghan returned to the room and being informed of our decision 
remarked, "I am glad of it, I had resolved to disobey it at all hazards,*' and 
immediately dispatched an express to General Harrison giving him that in- 
formation. Immediately on the arrival of this express General Harrison 
dispatched Lieutenant-Colonel Ball with his squadron of Dragoons, with 
orders to arrest Croghan, bring him to Headquarters (which was done) and 
sent another officer to take his command. By this time, in consequence of 
our not arriving agreeably to his expectations and orders, the General 
abandoned all idea of a retreat, although his munitions and stores were all 
piled up ready to be set on fire as soon as Croghan should reach Seneca 
and it is doubted that if Croghan had arrived according to orders. General 
Harrison would have retreated instantly, leaving the whole Frontier, our 
fleet at Erie and the boats and stores at Cleveland, (the destruction of which 
was the object of the invasion and movement down the Lake) at the mercy 
of the enemy. 

After being detained one night, Croghan was returned to Sandusky and 
reinstated in his command — an occasion which gave indescriable joy to the 
officers and soldiers in the Fort, and which could only be equaled in intensity 
of feeling by the chagrin and mortification felt at his arrest. Especially was 
this event pleasing to those officers who had sustained him in disobeying the 
order, resolved as they were, when he was arrested, to share his fate, be it 
good or evil. 

Soon after his return, the enemy, so long expected, made his appearance 
and demanded a surrender. Croghan answered by directing Ensign Ship to 
assure General Proctor that he would be blown to Hell first. 

I need hardly say after what has been related that their appearance, 
relieving us from our long suspense, ' was hailed with seeming joy by the 
Major, and most, if not by all, of his command. 

The excitement produced by what had occurred, and his return just in 
time to meet the enemy, inspired his command with an enthusiasm rarely, 
if ever, surpassed, and which alone renders man invincible. 

The Fort was forthwith besieged, cannonaded and bombarded from the 
Gun Boats, and the batteries on land for nearly forty hours, without cessa- 
tion — during all which time every officer and soldier appeared to be animated 
by the cool and manly bearing of their commander. 

I well remember his expression at the first sound of the bugle given 
by the enemy as a signal for the charge upon the works. We were sitting 
together — he sprang upon his feet, saying — "Duncan, every man to his post, 
for in ten minutes they will attempt to take us by storm. Recollect, when 
you hear my voice crying relief come to me with all the men that can be 
spared from your part of the line." He instantly passed up the line repeating 
the order to every officer, and had scarcely got the men in place, before the 
whole British Army, divided into three columns marched upon the Fort, and 
made a desperate assault, continuing it for near an hour, when they were 
repulsed with a loss of killed and wounded, estimated at the time to near 
double the number in the Fort, and is stated by the English writers to be 
about ninety. 

During the engagement I saw Croghan often and witnessed with delight 
his intrepid and gallant conduct, which I firmly believe h&s never been sur- 
passed at any time or on any occasion. 
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^ Tbe sagacliy ilispluyed in arranging ilio ciiniion su ^s to oiieo a luuskod 
^mlirtiHure to rake tlie enemy In the ditch at tbe poiut evIUeutly seleried by 
them for the breach, in placing logs oil piits ucur tlie lop ol the iilt^kets 
whfch could be tilted off by one man. and being tram 20 to 30 feet long, uf 
benv7 timber, swept everything before them, his luet in placing bagti ol eand 
aCBlusL the pickets wlierever the enemy attempted tn mnke a. breach wlIU 
their cBDuon, by which means each point of attack grew stronger troni tfae 
moment It was aBsailed.—are worthy ol any Qeneral of any age. 

Yoti are right, Sir, in my judgment, in saying that the Goyernment has 
not dune justice to Colonel Croghun for bis conduct in that aSalr, which is 
without parallel in the Military annals of our Country. 

Ah to myiiulf. liaving acted but a very subordinate part, I never did. and 
do not now. set uii (or any claim tor distinction. To know that I did my 
duty to my Country, though not hardened into manhood, was then and is 
now, enough tor me. But of him I feel no delicacy in saying that great In- 
justice has been done to him, in being overlooked by the Government, and 
by the erroneous statements it historians. 

McAfee, the historian of the late War, and Dawson, the Biographer of 
General Harrison, have studiously kept out of view that the object of the 
Invasion wns the destruction ol our ships under Commodore Perry at Presque 
Isle, and the boats and stores at Cleveland. These were looked upon witli 
great aoJieitiide hy the British — were reconnoitred, and on one or two occa- 
sions were attempted to be destroyed by landing the small force on board o( 
their fleet. They have also failed to account for the movement of the whole 
British forces down the Lake In the dircclon of Cleveland and Brie, b«fore 
tbetr defeat, at Sandusky, which was attacked to gratify their Indian allies 
who demanded the scalps and plunder of the place. They have kept out of 
view the fact that General Harrison had determined to retreat to the Interior 
after having burnt all the supplies which he had collected — that he ordered 
Major Croghan to abandon and burn Fort Stephenson— that bis refusal to 
obey, and failure to arrive at Headquarters, prevented this retreat and con- 
sequent destruction of our Fleet, millions of public stores, and exposure of 
five hundred miles of frontier to the combined enemy. 

Both Imve stated that General Harrison never doubted that Major 
Croghan would be able to repulse an enmy of near two thousand, with one- 
hundred and twenty men {his effective force on the day of battle), one 
six pounder, with ammunition for only seven shots and about forty rounds 
for the small arms; when the tact was notorious that General Harrison was 
heard to say during the alege. when the firing could be heard in his camp. 
speaking of Croghan, "the blood be on his own head, I waah my hands of 
" ■■ not doubting for a moment, nor did any one with htm. that the Garrison 

With great respect. 

Your obdt. Servant, 

JOSEI-B Dl'.XCiS. 

C. F. Mercer. 

Congress passed a resolution on June 18, 1S34 "Presenting a gold 
medal to George Croglian and a sword to each of the officers under hiB 
command for their gallantry and good conduct in the Defence of Fort 
Steplicnson in 1813." 

The young Kentuolcian remained in the anny throughout (he war. 
Angust 10, 1814. there is an order from "Colonel Tod from Chillicothe 
to Lieiiloninit Duucnn (or recniiting service, for the ITth Infantrj', at 
Irfxinjiton. Kentucky." 

The following winter hnwever. lie wns in the north, apparently on 

" ' ■ " vrd.-i- diitcl Fort Shelby, November 4th, 1814, 

. iin ITtli Infantry, Lieutenant Dun- 

' I ment consisting of three sergeants, 

I .lis detachment seems to have been 
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sent up close to the- enemy in Canada. On January 7, 1815, Lieutenant 
Duncan was ordered to cross the river and eight days later, January 
15, Captain Hickman sent this express letter from Detroit to "Lt. Jos* 
Duncan, Commanding Detachment, Fort Thrasher." 

"I have this moment received yours of the 10th by express. Detain the 
two men until you bring them or have an opportunity of sending them down. 
I need not request you to use every exertion to procure information of the 
positions and movements of the enemy. When you write again be so good as 
to give me what information you can collect in regard to the quantity of 
wheat and flour there may remain in the river and the prospect of its trans* 
portation to this place. Our papers by the last mail brought no news of 
importance, otherwise I would have sent you some. My respects to Mr. 
Stewart. 

Should any of your men meet with eight Indians who will show them my 
name written on a piece of paper — they will let them pass without any ques- 
tions. Breath not a whi8per of this to a living mortal, except to the leader 
of such scouting parties as you may send out and let that leader he such a 
man as vHll keep the secret." 

The Treaty of Peace was signed at Ghent on December llth, 1814, 
and the last battle of the war was fought at New Orleans on 8th of 
January, 1815, and still this letter says "there was no news of import- 
ance^' at Detroit on January 15th, 1815 1 

There are traditions of other feats in the wilderness — of crossing 
Lake Erie in an open yawl during a winter storm — of being the bearer 
of dispatches— ^of swimming his horse across a swollen river where the 
Indian guide refused to follow — of coming upon a block house late at 
night and instead of finding friends, to be greeted with a savage yell — 
of his presence of mind in throwing coin upon the hearth and while 
the Indians were scrambling for it, making his escape. 

In August, 1815, Joseph was appointed guardian for his younger 
brothers and sister and on September 13, 1815, the court approved a 
division of the estate of the father. Major Joseph Duncan. There is men- 
tion of slaves but none in Joseph^s portion. Checks show that the son 
was at Paris then, as he was in the summer of 1816, when his report as 
guardian to his younger brothers and sister was recorded. There are 
on record other documents showing that he acted as "attorney'^ for his 
older brothers as well as "guardian" for the younger children, in whose 
education he took a special interest. 

There is among the family papers a curious old statement of "Mr. 
Joseph Duncan in acct. with Allen & Thomas, drs.," running from Aug. 
14, 1815, to June 28, 1816, which shows that Joseph was looking after 
the needs of his mother, brothers and sister. For his mother there is the 
purchase, among other things, of 6 yards of calico for 9 shillings. There 
is 5 yards cotton cloth and a "Posam hat" for Thomas, the latter costing 
£1.10.0. For John there is 51/2 yards ^%ng cloth" and pumps. For 
James a vest and leather gloves. There are many entries "per sister." 
She had 5 yards of "long cloth, a ^^eaver hat draped" (£3), several 
pairs of shoes, stockings, gloves, "ribbans" on frequent occasions, a pen- 
cil, letter paper, a "bowl for holding paints," etc. There are not many 
items for Joseph himself, but he purchases a pair of beaver gloves, a pen 
knife, powder flask, Yo pound of powder, padlock, and wafers. The only 
^iems of food are such things as were not grown in Kentucky — an occa- 
ional y^ pound of tea or 2 lbs. of sugar, once 14 lb. of ginger, and once 
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3 shillings for raisins. Soap was probably made at home but one cake 
was bought for 9d. There is one entry for "i/o doz. Sigars per Thomas, 
9 shillings/' There are several entries for buttons, needles, pins and 
thread. Cash was sometimes paid on account and sometimes advanced 
bv Allen and Thomas to members of the familv, as: "Cash for Miss 
Polly Anne 1/6, ditto for John, G/- ^ or "Cash per John for Mother 
$5.00, £1.10.0." Under March 11, 1816, are the following entries: 

1816 

Mch 11, Cash lent you $100.00 in Feby 3<». o.n 

" Cash paid Bayler for your Taxes $8.19 2. 0.1 16 

" Cash pd. ditto for your Mother's Taxes $22.4 4.12.3 

These last items were taken care of in April when Joseph Duncan gave 

a check for $130.23. 

January 19 th, 1817, he was at Detroit, Michigan Territory, and 

again in the summer of 1817 was at Paris, seeing a brother off to school 

as the following letter from his brother Thomas shows. It was written 

from Washington, D. C. 

• • • "I paid my tuition with the money you gave me when I left 
Kentucky. I have read the Odes of Horace and made some progress in Greek, 
Witherspoon on Moral Philosophy, etc. Sold my horse for $20, $15 of which 
I have not, nor do I expect to get at least for sometime, as the student to 
whom I sold him, has since been expelled and is, I believe, destitute of money 
at present." • • • 

There has come to light a curious U. S. government bond that 
proves that Joseph was at this time a real Kentuckian, as on May 10, 
1817, "Joseph Dimcan and Tandy Allen and Ann Duncan'^ gave a $50 
bond to the United States to pay "on the 24th of May next to the col- 
lector of revenue for the 4th collection district of Kentucky the sum 
of twenty dollars and fifty-two cents, on a still of the capacity of 114 
gallons * * * to be employed in distilling spirits from domestic 
materials.^' It was later in life, when living in Illinois, that he became 
an ardent supporter of the temperance cause, giving to it half his salary, 
$500, when governor. 

Joseph Duncan, w^ith the same pioneer spirit as his ancestors, moved 
from Kentucky to Illinois in 1818. He had seen the prairies of Illinois 
while in the anny in the war of 1812 and no doubt had been attracted 
by their future possibilities. 

Ilis eldest brother Matthew Duncan had moved from Eusselville, 
Kentucky, where he had edited a paper, "The Mirror," to Kaskaskia on 
the Mississippi River in Illinois. Through Ninian Edwards, formerly a 
lawyer in Russelville, Matthew secured the printing of the first edition 
of the Illinois Territorial Laws in 1813. He moved his press to Kas- 
kaskia in 1814 and began the Illinois Herald, the first newspaper pub- 
lished in Illinois. In December, 1814, he issued the first pamphlet pub- 
lished in Illinois and in June, 1815, the first book. Volume I Pope^s 
Digest. 

On November 19th, 1819, there is a note from Joseph to Matthew 
Duncan for the sum of ten thousand dollars. "I have this day pur- 
chased from Matthew Duncan an equal interest in the mill upon the 
outlet of the big lake, together with an equal interest in 209 acres fin 
Jackson County, Illinois]." In September, 1820, he was able to pay 
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$1,822 on this note and eventually the note was receipted in full but with 
no date. This is among the first records of his purchases of property. 
He began to buy land in many counties of the State. The family con- 
nections were around Kaskaskia but later he owned land in the northern 
part of the State, including a tract in what is now Chicago. 

The family moved from Paris, Kentucky, to Brownsville, called 
Fountain Bluffs, Jackson County, Illinois, sometime before 1820. About 
this time Joseph began an interesting note book^ that for quaintness 
might be printed entire. Beginning with quotations from Seneca, Young, 
Proverbs, he continues with a "Memorandum of Boats of all kinds that 
pass my house on the Mississippi going up and down in 1824.^' There 
are 136 entries, from January 2, to August 5, 1824. There is a "cure 
for rheumatism — " "Law of Louisiana for inspecting Beef and Pork 
1826," "Potatoes to be planted the second week in June" — "Policy of 
the Jackson Party — ." Notes for campaign speeches in 1842 (when he 
ran the second time for Governor) — question of the standing army — 
list of land owned by him in various counties in Illinois, etc. 

There is an interesting letter from his younger brother Thomas, 
written on November 28, 1820, from Russelville, Kentucky, to his 
mother, "care of Maj. Jo. Duncan" in Brownsville, Illinois, defending 
Joseph from an unjust attack. 

"I have this moment heard that Joseph has beeu charged with defrauding 
my father's estate and with reducing the family to penury. I regret the 
occasion but I glory in the opportunity of doing Justice to a man, whose 
unbending integrity, no temptation could seduce, and whose disinterested 
generosity to yourself and every member of our family imposes claims not 
to be forgotten, bare remembrance of which excites feelings which I cannot 
express. At the tender age of 15 or 16 he attracted the notice and admiration 
of all who knew him by the correctness of his deportment and the skill and 
assiduity he displayed in the management of an estate, which by the prema- 
ture death of my father, was left in a state of confusion and complexity. 
At the commencement of the war he took his station among the defenders 
of his country's rights. But his patriotism did not make him forgetful of 
his widowed mother and his little orphan brothers and sister; without funds 
in his hands belonging to the estate, he had even at this early period of his 
life, acquired a reputation which enabled him upon his own responsibility 
to obtain such conveniences as were necessary for the comfort of the family 
in his absence. To trace him through the variety of scenes that were ex- 
hibited from that to the present period — and in which he has uniformily 
acted the same magnanimous part, would greatly exceed the limits of a 
letter. But there is one observation which I would make because it not only 
acquits him of taking any advantage but shows beyond the power of contra- 
diction that he acted disinterestedly. In 1814 the estate was divided by 
persons appointed by the court for that purpose — Joseph was selected by 
each of the infant heirs as their guardian. The rent of my part of the estate 
was nothing like enough to defray my expenses at school even in Kentucky, 
yet he sent me to Pennsylvania to college and defrayed my expenses while 
there. The part of the estate alloted me is still mine and never was of any 
benefit to him, but to the contrary has been a trouble and I believe an ex- 
pense to him. His high standing in this state cannot be affected by the foul 
aspertions of those from another quarter." 

I liave been interested in the journeys of Joseph Duncan and finally 
made as complete a record as addresses to letters, old bills, military 
orders, etc., could give. Considering that all these journeys were made 
on horseback or boat, it shows indefatigable energy. We are apt to think 

* Deposited in the Historical Library of the Davenport Academy of Sciences. 
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of the picturesqueness of this period, forgetting the hardships entailed. 
The majority of the pioneers died young. My mother was born in 1832 
but even in her youth, she said the prevalence of chills and fever and the 
almost daily dose of quinine were taken as a matter of course. Out of 
their family of ten children but three survived to maturity. 

Joseph Duncan had spent most of his life on the frontier and knew 
the hardships of the pioneer. Later when in Congress Mr. Duncan con- 
stantly plead the cause of the settler of small means. The pioneers were 
^T}rave, hardy, enterprising^* men "possessing an ardent love of liberty, 
freejdom and independence," who "endured privations and hardships'' 
giving up "all the comforts of society," overcoming "difficulties which 
most gentlemen in Congress know nothing about," and with "no other 
view in settling than to secure an independent home for their families.'' 
We feel he was speaking of a subject of which he knew first hand. 

During these years Duncan was studying the state and the people 
and unconsciously laying the foundations for the popularity that over 
and over again elected him to office. At this period it was the man, and 
not the party, that was elected. 

He must have taken an active part in the militia as in October 1822 
his uncle, Robert T. McLaughlin, asks him to appoint Colonel Ewing of 
Vandalia "to the place you held previous to your election as Major 
General of Militia." 

Apparently he entered politics early. We know that he was Justice 
of the Peace in Jackson Countv from ] 821 till 1823.^ He had manv and 
diverse interests, even appearing as a director and later president of the 
Brownsville Branch Bank.^ Of his resignation from this last position, 
the Illinois Intelligencer of November 17, 1824, says: "Joseph Dun- 
can, the Senator from Jackson County, has resigned his office of Presi- 
dent and Director in the Branch Bank at Brownsville. It is perfectly 
in character for this gentleman, when on the eve of taking his seat in 
the councils of his adopted state, to divest himself of everything which 
might even be supposed to give a bias to his judgment on subjects which 
came officially before him." Mr. Duncan had already had a varied ex- 
perience, therefore, when in the summer of 1824 he ran for the State 
Senate. 

CHAPTER 11. 

]\Iember op Illinois State Senate. 

the public school bill. 

On November 15, 1824, the Illinois State Legislature convened at 
Vandalia. A year before the town was the scene of an intoxicated pro- 
slavery mob, who had rioted through the village, with their cries of "Con- 
vention or death." Their insults to Governor Coles, the quiet, deter- 
mined Virginian, who had come to Illinois to free his slaves, and to his 
valiant band of anti-slavery men, had turned the tide of public opinion. 

* Copies of warrants in note book beginning June 21, 1821, and continuing: to 
February 23, 1823. 

'lUinois Historical Collections, Vol. IV. d. 130-132 (Governors' Letter-books, 
Vol. I). 



116 

Ford says, "The people had been so long under the influence of an in- 
tense excitement that they required rest/'^ 

The recent election of August, 1824, had brought many new men, 
with new views to the Legislature. We can picture the primitive village 
— the burnt State House repaired by the citizens, the members arriving 
on horseback, with their saddle bags, bringing the news from the north 
and from the south. Among them was Joseph Duncan, from "the county 
of Jackson/' He was thirty years old at this time. He had won dis- 
tinction in the war of 1812 ; had settled in Illinois from Kentucky, in 
1818; Justice of the Peace in Jackson County from 1821 till 1823; 
Major General of Militia, and elected to the State Senate in August, 
1824. 

Judging from the portrait, painted some years later, he must have 
been a striking man in his youth. Erect, with dark eyes, that look 
directly at you out of the old portrait, high cheek bones and exceedingly 
sweet expression on the firm lips, the resourceful face of a man of affairs, 
who had lived all his life in the open; independent and fearless in his 
views. These Scotch characteristics were tempered by a genial expression 
and an optimistic point of view. "He was a man of genteel, affable and 
manly deportment; with a person remarkably well adapted to win the 
esteem and affection of his fellow citizens. * * * He had a sound 
judgment, a firm confidence in his own convictions of right, and a moral 
courage in adhering to his convictions, which is rarely met with."^ 

The brief anonymous life of the Governor written in 1840 gives this 

sketch of his appearance and character: 

Governor Duncan in person is a large man, considerable above the ordi- 
nary size, his features are strong, and manly, crowned by a high intellectual 
forehead, and large black eyes, expressive and penetrating, speaking the 
language of the heart To a person thus prepossessing is united a mind 
Imbued with rich and practical knowledge. As a speaker he is perspicuous, 
plain and forcible, fixing the attention more by his knowledge of the subject 
than by any attention to the graces of oratory. His conversation is inter- 
esting and replete [with] apt and characteristic anecdotes.* 

Mr. Duncan at once took an active part in the business of the Senate. 
One of his first votes was for Birkbeck as Secretary of Siate. This vote 
indicates his independence and belief in the best man for the place irre- 
spective of party, a policy he carried consistently through life. Birkbeck 
was a strong anti-convention and anti-slavery man, a warm friend of 
Governor Coles. In the Senate on January 14, 1825, Duncan moved that 
the nomination of Morris Birkbeck be confirmed and, undiscouraged by 
defeat, the following day offered a resolution "that Morris Birkbeck, Esq., 
late Secretary of State, has discharged all the duties of that office with 
ability and strict fidelity.^' He ranged himself on the side of the man, 
who, next to Governor Coles, did more than any one else to save Illinois 
from becoming a slave State.* Sometime afterward Duncan said. ''J 
came to Vandalia with every prejudice against Mr. Birkbeck as Secretary 
of State but when I looked jnto the office and saw the order and man- 
agement, especially when contrasted with the previous confusion, my 
opinion was completely changed.'^' 

*Pord, History of Illinois, page 55. 

•Ford. History of Illinois, page 169. 

'Anonymous life, 1840, among family papers. 

«IUinol8 State Journal. 1825-1826. 

* Sketch of Governor Coles by E. B. Washburn, page IS 7. 
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Mr. Duncan was made Chairman of llie Committee on Military 
Slffairs, '"to draft, arrange and compile a complete militia law.'" and 
Iso Chairman on the Comnaittee on Seminary Lands. The following 
Bcommendation contained in Governor Cole's Message of November 15, 
[834, had been referred to this committee: "The United States has 
mgde iibexal provisions, through grants of lands, for the establishrat-ut 
I township schools and a university. Is it not our duty to make |iro- 
'ons for the establishment of local kcHooIb throughout the Stated" 
This recommendation led to the introduction and enactment of a 
Whiio school bill remarkable for its time. Mr. Francis G. Blair, Sup- 
bitttendcnt Department of Public Instruction, State of Illinois, has 
scribed the passage : 

"This reconiineiidation tell upon more willing and Intelligent ears. For- 
inately for tbe cause o( public education and for the purpose of Governor 
ioles there had come to the Senate a man from Jaokson CouDty b; the name 
^et Duncan, He proved himself to be a patriot and a broadmlnded statesman 
m his attitude toward all the large tiuestions which came before the General 
Assembly. He was chuirman of the Committee on Seminary Lands, the only 
Commiltuo which bad to do with educational questloas. 

This recommendation of the Governor was referred to that committee 
d on the Drat day of December a bill that provided tor the establishment 
a wide flung system of free common schools was reported out of that com- 
B.ittee with tbe recommendation that it pass. Evidently some of the more 
live members of the Senate were alarmed by the provisions o( this 
:1 far the Senate resolved Itself into a committee of the whole to discuss Its 
^ovisiohB. Several amendments were offered some of them weakening and 
1 of them stTQngthening tbe general purpose of Che bill. When the 
lumittee arose acd reported tbe bill with amendments back to tbe Senate, 
lenator Duncan moved that Ihe bill with amendments he re-referred to his 
^mmittee in order that the amendments might be written into tbe bill so 
o make it harmonious. 

Within forty-eight hours the hill was reported back to the Semite with 

e amendments so incorporated as to strengthen in every InstAuce the main 

Iprpose of the bill. On tbe l*tb day of December, just two days less than a 

inth after the recommendation, the bill passed the Senate. It moved a 

Ittle more slowly through the House but on the 25th day of January, 1326, 

I little over two months after Governor Coles bad made his recommen- 

JlBttou, tbe bill passed the House, was signed by tbe Governor and became 

And that law providing for the establishment of free common schools 
biTOugbout the Stale was from twenty-flve to fifty years In advance of any 
_ichool enactment in any of the commonwealths of the Dnion. It not only 
provided that these districts when formed should levy a tax for the main- 
tenance of the school, u thing which was resisted bitterly in every common- 
wealth, but it went still farther and provided that out of every (100 which 
came into the State trensury two dollars should be set aside Cor a fund to 
moourage tbe establishment and maintenance of these common free schools 
j^roughout the Slate."' 

The preamble of this bill as introduced by Mr. Duncan reads ob 

"To enjoy our rights and liberties, we must understand them: their se- 
rurlty and protection ought to be tbe first object of a tree people; and it la a 
'pell established fact that no nation has ever continued long in tbe enjoyment 
t civil and political freedom, which was not both virtuous and enlightened; 
bd believing that tbe advancement ol literature always baa Ijeen, and ever 
pill be tlie means of developing more fully the rights of man, that the 

■SciiMe Jonrnnl. ISIt. 

•B*r«ni:Ji O. Blnlr: Qovernor Colea Conlrll 
^ In IlUiwt*! In Journal oC Proceedlnss 64 Ih 
IKboni' AMOcUtlon, 131T. pases GT. 83. 
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mind of every citizen in a republic, is the common property of society, and 
constitutes the basis of its strength and happiness; it is therefore considered 
the peculiar duty of a free government, like ours, to encourage and extend 
the improvement and cultivation of the intellectual energies of the whole." 

The preamble reflects the general type of the famous Ordinance of 
the Northwest Territory, of 1787 : 

"Religion, morality and knowledge, being necessary to good government 
and tl^e happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall for- 
ever be encouraged." 

Mr. Blair, in the article quoted from, suggests that there are "strong 
suggestions^' that Governor Coles " had much to do'' with the writing of 
the law, adding that its preamble '^ears internal evidence of the magic 
touch of his pen." If Coles was the author, he allowed it to pass with a 
discrimination against the blacks. But is there any reason why Duncan 
should not have written the bill ? Throughout his whole life, as a youth 
in Kentucky, as a young man in Illinois, as State Senator, Congressman 
and Governor, he was always interested in the question of education. 

Mr. Duncan came of a family who appreciated the advantages of 
education but on account of his father's death, the war of 1812, and lator 
assuming the responsibilities of the family, he missed the education at 
Yale and Transylvania that his elder brothers had received and, wliich 
through his personal sacrifices, his younger brothers later attained. 

There are several quotations in the Xote Book started in 1818 about 
education: one of special interest: "It is the want of equal education 
that makes the great difference between man and man : and the bar that 
divides the vulgar man from the gentleman is not so much a sense of 
superior birth, as a feeling of difference, a consciousness of different 
habits, ways of thinking and manners, the result of opposite situations." 

In 1829, the Illinois Intelligencer mentions a meeting in New York 
"for the purpose of devising means to aid Illinois College. It seems 
that our representative in Congress General Duncan and the Rev. Mr. 
Ellis were able to hold out such inducements as have enlisted the feelings 
of some of the wealthiest citizens of New York in favor of the best in- 
terests of our State. A proposition was made to the non-resident pro- 
prietors of land in Illinois.*'^ Mention is made later of the contribution 
of $900 from "eight gentlemen from New York who own lands in this 
State." 

Hon. Joseph Gillespie writes of knowing Mr. Duncan personally: 
"He was a staunch friend of education and gave that subject his constant 
support. He believed it was better to govern the country through the 
schools than the courthouses, the jails and the penitentiaries."^ 

Eev. Dr. Edward Beecher of Illinois College, of which Mr. Duncan 
was trustee, wrote of his interest in education : "I regarded with deep 
interest his life and influence as a stateman, and in all the relations of 
social life my feelings toward him were those of absolute confidence in 
his integrity and in his wisdom as a counsellor in every good work, as 
well as in his energy as a worker in the great cause of education in all 
its departments."* 

^Illinois Intelligencer, December 12, 1^29. 

* Recollectibns of Early Illinois and her Noted Men, Hon. Joseph Olllespie. 
IfiMfo HlBtorlcaf Society. 1880. 

•Zietter, May 12, 1885. quoted by Julia Duncan Kirby, Biographical Sluifeoli 
JOMpb Duncan, page 66. 
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wruti' liie law. 
tlio illiiJoiHii 



VVliile ill (.'ciiigress, ilr, Duncan, in liia speei 
jstioii, fiinstiintlv refpiTpd to llio bcuelils Of education a 
I echiK'l sysiftii, fspt'<.-iull_v in ibr jiiuneer states, 

And tbert* is contemporaneous fvidenee that Duncan \ 
thf aii.'iivnninj life, wnlti'ii in 1H40 ami iirintcd i 
3nar\ r.l. '|814. .iccur^ tlii»< |)ai*safif: 
"He witl be regarded by many of tbe rising geueratton ol Illinois as a 
UefLKTlor and as on Inslruinent in tlie hands of Providence in impravInK 
Qteir nioraliiy and intelligence — for he was the author o( the first law tor 
\ public school ever enacted In the Slate, to which he wrote the toUowIng 
o wit: — " (here follows the nream))le). 

■arly life culls attention to the uu popularity of the law among 

BTtiiiii classe.s wlm iilijetted to the Ins feature. Diincnn is reported to 

lave closed one defense with: "If it was wrong for a free goveruinent 

utained by the intelligence of the people to take care that all are edo- 

Spted, then he confessed he had done wrong and labored under a'deluaion. 

) he could only pray as Cicero did in relation to the immortality of 

bhe soul that all mankind might labor under the same dclui^iuu." 

ft The most important evidence that Mr. Duncan wrote the bill is that 

m^ quotes its preamble as his own in his )>assage ar; (iovcrnor in IS'M: 

"Id all ages, and nnder every circumstance, education has decided the 

vlatlve greatness of men and nations. Placed beyond its genial influence, 

Un tMcomes a savage, and a nation a wandering band ot Ittwless depredators. 

Jdttcatlon, under all forms ot government, conetitutes the first principle of 

nman happiness; and especially it is important in a country where the 

[•DTereiEnty is vested in tbe people. Entertaining such views iu 1SZ5, while 

ft member ot the Senate. I submitted, (in a preamble, to a bill, (or the ealab- 

ibment ot tree achoolH) a sentiment, and still considering it sound and 

Bl, I twg leave to quote tbe following extract: [Here follows the preanihle 

B above. I 

"Since then I have reflected much on the subject, and am more fully 
^nvinced that such a policy Is perfectly oonslstent with the rights and in- 
rest of every cltUen, and that it is the only one calculated to susialu our 
iamocratlc republican institutions; In tact, general education is the only 
ncatis by which the rich and tbe poor can Iw placed on the same level, aud by 
fwhlcb Intelligence and virtue can be made to assume Its proper elevation 
r iCTorance and vice." 
It is inconceivable from A general knowledge of the character of Mr. 
hincan that he should claim credit for something in which lie had no 
t- 

It is ranch more likely that tlie enthuetastic, energetic, young Sena- 

: look the suggestion of the hiphly educated, reserved Uovenior and 

Ivorked up the law to the honor of Illinois, Tfiere was a long friendship 

ptltlwi't'ii Coveriiiir Coles and Mr. Duncan, even through an election in 

which Coles had Ijcen defeated for Congress by Duncan. As late as -April 

"0, 1 Wfi. Mr, Duncan in n letter descriiips stopping to see Governor Colea 

J Philadelphia where he had removed. 

Ford Kives wn csplaiiation of why this law was not continued that is 
iirious illufllration of tbe point of view of the pioneer — quite different 
Ifciii ;i wnfiirv lali-r: 

I k-'d admirably well. [The other was a road tax], 
TP or since, in sucb good repair, and schools 

■ ighborbooil. But it apiwars that these valuable 

■ ivlllrntitin of the times. They were the subject 
.„,.., -I Th(. vory tdea of a tax. though to be paid 
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in labor as before, was so baleful, that even the poorest men preferred to 
work five days in the year on the roads rather than to pay a tax of twenty- 
five cents, or even no tax at all. For the same reason they preferred to pay 
all that was necessary for the tuition of their children, or to keep them in 
ignorance, rather than to submit to the mere name of a tax by which their 
wealthier neighbors bore the blunt of the expense of their education."*' 

The Committee on Military affairs, with Mr. Duncan as chairman, 

which had been called upon to draw up a militia law, reported "an act 

for the organization and government of the militia.^' This was finally 

passed January 19, 1827, was agreed to by the House, and ordered 

printed with the rules of inspection and review, and the articles of war.'- 

Duncan's military experience through the War of 1812 and his services 

as Major General of the State Militia of Illinois, qualified him to be 

of great service in this important field of legislation. He wanted tlie 

militia organized for efficiency and for this reason the staff officers should 

be selected by the field officers and not appointed either by the Governor 

or Legislature. He, therefore, objected to certain appointments by the 

Governor.^ 

The State Senate in those days consisted of only eighteen men and 
in a new state they had to pass on a great variety of subjects. Duncan, 
although a young man and new member, took an active part in all the 
proceedings of both sessions of the Legislature during his term as Sena- 
tor. The Public School and Military bills were only two of many. He 
also had opportunity to act on the repairs of the State House, on the 
incorporation of the Illinois & Michigan Canal Company, on appropria- 
tions, on drawing up a digest of "the most important laws of the state" 
(for which the committee was allowed legal talent), on the leasing of 
seminary lands, on an act to establish "the Northern, Western, Southern, 
Eastern and Central Academies of Illinois," on compelling the contrac- 
tors to cause the cornice or water spouts of the State House "to be 
finished as to conduct water off the walls,*^ on the naming of Jo Daviess 
County "to perpetuate the memory of Colonel Joseph Hamilton Daviess, 
who fell in the battle of Tijppecanoe," and on the question of the survey 
of the Northern boundary of the state. 

After the close of the first session of the Senate which lasted from 
November, 1824, to January, 1825, Duncan apparently made a trip to 
the East as liis diary while in Congress refers to his having been in Wash- 
ington at the time of the inauguration of President John Quincy Adams, 
(Jtfar. 4, 1825). His eyes may have already been turned toward the 
halls of Congress. 

During this summer he also made a trip, at his own expense, to the 
northern part of Illinois to obtain first-hand information on the question 
of the Illinois-Michigan canal/^ a subject on which he was called upon 
to act both as committeeman and senator, and which later absorbed so 
much of his attention as Congressman and Governor. 

The Fourth of July, 1825, was celebrated in Vandalia by a dinner 
at the hotel of "Messrs. Thomas and Dickorson,'^ at which (jovernor 
Coles presided as President, assisted by R. K. ^IcLaughlin. Governor 

* History of lUinois. Ford, page 58. 

* Senate Journal, Jan. 19, 25. 1827. ' 
'Senate Journal, Feb. 15. 1827. 

' . * Anonymous Life of Joseph Duncan, 1840. * 
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t "Our Frop Institutions," and General I)un- 

"\Va»lunf;tiiii ami Bolivar tlie Pairioie at two Centuries, may the 

inale of Uie latter ln' as glorious aa that o£ the former.'' Two nf lliu 

^rteen toaslB were iw Uejirj' Cluy. Some of tlie others were; "The 

jBt triumph over the Cresent and Liberty over Despotistn," "To 

|lbe memory o! Ooorgc Jlogers Clarke," "The Will of tiie People, Let 

J Servant who Disobeys Tremble," "General Jackson, May he he our 

""next President, Daniel 1*. Cook to the contrary, notwithstanding," 

The following month Duncan was to announce himself as a candi- 
date for Congress. When the second session of t!ie Legislature met, 
December, ISSB, Dnucau had already been elected to Congress but lie 
BODtinued to do hia full share of the business of the Senate, resigning 
February 19, 1827, at the close of the session. 

CHAPTER III. 

MeJIBKE op CoNGKEfiS FrOM ILLINOIS. 

1827-1534. 

In August, ISat), Danie! P. Cook was a candidate for re-eJection to 

!ongress. lie had be^n first elected in 1&19, when he was only about as 

fears old and he had continued to be the sole representative of Illinois 

I Congress for four terms, while his father-in-law, Ninian Edwards, 

ad been uno of the two United Slates Senators from Illinoia during the 

i [wriod. Together, with their friends, they liad dominated Illinois 

politics. Cook was a young man of pleasing personalitj-, with the confi- 

jnce of politicians and statesmen, both in Washington and Illinois, and 

Kth the promise of & brilliant future. As early as 131T, President Jlon- 

e had sent him to London, on a special mission inviting John Qumcy 

^dams, then minister to England, to become Secretary of State, this 

leading to a friendship with Mr. Adams. In Congress, Cook had served 

' 1 the Committee on Public Lands and later on the Ways and Means 

fcommittee. He had secured a grant of government lands in aid of the 

BTopoaed Illinois-Michigan Canal. Several of his acts in Congress, how- 

pver, had been criticized in Illinois. At the time of the Presidential 

iontest in 1824. he had as sole congressman cast the vote of the state for 

Jidanis, this practically deciding the election. The state had, in regular 

■lectiou, given two electoral votes for Jackson and one for Adams, Cook 

lad said he would follow the clearly expressed desire of the voterK, but 

3 there were four candidates and Adams, Jackson and Clay ran close 

X the popular vote, no one receiving a majority. Cook defended himself 

J declaring that there was no clear expression. On the land question 

Sook and his father-in-law, Senator Edwards, were both accused of 

^posing the reAiction in the price of laud, a nuitter of vital interest 

B a pioneer state. The old price was $3 an acre, 50 cents cash and the 

lance in five years. Cook and Edwards opposed the bill making the 

irice ftl.25. nil ni-ili. «n the l-iijuulI liiut it did away with the credit 

peaturi' ■ ; I hat too much influence was 

■ Instituting what was called 

.'tj. Cook wrote to Edwards: 
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"Mr. Clay told me that the President wanted to send me abroad. This I 
shall prefer but would not like to do anything until I am elected again 
and 1 wish a large majority, if it can be had."^ This family question, 
influenced by Edwards' plan of campaign for the governorship at the 
same time, had its effect on Cook's chances. 

All these things were preparing the way for a new figure to enter 
into national politics. The old opponents of Gook apparently felt that 
it was useless to oppose him. He had previously beaten McLean, Kane 
and Bond, powerful factors in Illinois life. The election of 182G was in 
danger of going by default, when, according to William H. Brown,^ a 
contemporary, **the people of the State were astonished at the temerity 
of a young gentleman, then but little known, in announcing himself as a 
competitor with Mr. Cook for this office." This was Joseph Dimcan, 
state senator from Jackson county. "His chances of success," Brown 
goes on, "were apparently hopeless; and it is supposed that a betting 
man * * * would not have risked one to one hundred dollars upon 
his election. He canvassed the State with diligence and assiduity 
* * * He was unaccustomed to public speaking, and in this respectt 
compared very disadvantageously with Mr. Cook. Yet he had a faculty 
of presenting his ideas in a plain and simple way, easily understood 
by the masses, and to a great extent effective in such a population as 
then constituted the state * * *. The old opponents of Mr. Cook, 
of course, united upon him. As a candidate, he was a perfect Grod-sond 
to them. If he failed in his election, it would be attributed not to the 
weakness of the party, but to the absence of all claims on the part of 
Gen. Duncan to such a position." 

Of Mr. Duncan's canvass it was said: "His [Duncan's] speeches, 
devoid of ornament, though short, were full of good sense. He made a 
diligent canvass of the State, Mr. Cook being nmch hindereil by the 
Ktate of his health."^ 

Probably Duncan's "unassuming manner" alluded to at the time of 
his death by his fellow citizens, united with his independent spirit which 
held him aloof from alliance with any faction or political party, were the 
real reasons why he had not been considered a formidable opponent. 

On the other side, Duncan had been steadily growing in favor with 
the people of Illinois. According to Governor Ford, his political oppon- 
ent in later years, Duncan's character was such as "to win the esteem and 
affections of his fellow-citizens. He had not been long a citizen of this 
State, before he was elected major-general of the militia, and then a 
State Senator, where he distinguished himself * * * by being the 
author of the first common school law which was ever passed in this 
State." He had a brilliant record in the War of 1812. He was more- 
over at this time, before the development of Jackson's later policies, a 

' letter in Chlcapo Historical Society coUections. 

= History of Illinois and Life and Times of Xinian Kdward^ ^v ^'«nj;^«^ w. 
Edwards, page 260. A memoir of Cook by Mr. Brown occupies pages 253-273 of 
the Edwards History. 

* Davidson and Stuve : History of Illinois, page 338. [In connr-rtion with th«»*^ 
references to Mr. Duncan as a speaker, I find a note made of an Interview In 18W 
with an old cousin. Mrs. Jane Duncan Snow, daughter of General James Jt '''^ 
can. In which she says: "Joseph Duncan had a great power In speaJcins. ^ 
an address at Elm Grove, on the election of Henry Clay, in pourlr* ' 
hours, and people would have stayed all night. He was plain but pf 
Ml had a talent for making himself popular — like Lincoln.*'— BL r 
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' being "attucLed lo Gcueral Jw 
Biriition ijf liix fliiiraftei' ami tin.* j;lur.v of his military aehievemeats.'" 
mean well represented tlie pioneer spirit of the west, liut his popularity 
ist have been based oa iais worth and sincerity, or he would not have 
1 kept in office contiouously for over fourteen years. 
Joseph Duncan had announced himself a candidate for Congress in 
^gUKt, 1825, a year bi'fure the t-Wtiuit.- 

Duncan received 6,323 votes to Cook's 5,fil9, with 624 votes going 
B a third candidate, James Turney. The result was received with sur- 
frise and amazement by Cook's frieuda who had difficidty in jiicturing 
piother nian iLiccu|>ying his seat in Congress. A contemporary letlcf 
^reeees this feeling: "What will the old members of Congress say 
jian D. [Duncan] is soen to riae (if lie ever should be so unfortimnle) 
"l the place of C, [CookJ. They must believe us madmen and fools."* 
1 the other hand, Jlr. Brown, the author of the memoir of Cook, saya: 
St is but just to General Dimcan to say that his constituents were 
nppily disappointed in his subsequent development of talents and tact, 
Itidering him a worthy successor to our second representative."* "Gen- 
■al Duncan,'' he continues in a footnote, "remained in Congress until 
»34, having been eleirted Governor in that year. Before this time his 
riginal supporters had left him and he was sustained mainly by Mr. 
k's old friends." 

Wlien Jlr. Dimcan look his seat in Congress in 182T, John Quincy 

ms was President. The young Illinoisan had been present at Adam's 

iguration in 1825 and in his diary later he contrasts the military 

irade of that, inau^ration with the simplicity of Jackson's to the 

Hvantage of the latter. There was an unusual group of men at the 

hpital at the time — Webster, Clwy, ('alhoun, Benton and others. 

Duncan, being the sole representative from IlliiLois in Congress from 
127 to 1833, was especially interested in the matier.s ihat concerned the 
The Congressional Debaters show that all his speeches directly or 
(directly deal with policies that affected the new and growing part of the 
mtry — land, internal improvcmeTits, protection of settlers, etc. Even 
8 apeeeli on the United States Bank dwelt largely on its usefulness in 
lleveloping the west. The land question was his special interest and he 
B an active member of the Committee on Public I^ands, a position 
p held during his four terms in Congress. It must be remembered that 
tony of the great, questions to be solved involved the development of the 
ritory west of the Allegheiiies and little knowle<lge of this region could 
e expected fr<;mi east-em congressmen. In 1S25, Senator McLean writes: 
T heard Webster iiljservo lietf.cr than a year ago that King had no idea 
lat the country west of the Alleghany formed any part of the United 
States. * » • There was much truth in the remark."* From this 
IT region, on account of the spare population, the few states sent a com- 
batively Riniill number of Congressmen. Each one of these Congress- 

^KVwil, Hr*i.-,,v ,,r Iiiin.,,- r,at-^ 7r. iinil 189. 

r BdwardB, Shawneetown. July £S. 1811, 
'chlcAEO HU- 
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men had U/ b^ luort active in representing tae interest of iii^ section of 
the countr}' — the Jjebate.- of Congress sLo'a- that LKincan performed his 
dutv. 

Hi* f*r.«!t motion wa.-? on February IS, 1S2S, in connection with the 
p.:/ of the nii:i'>ir and Michigan ^lilitia on account of the recent Indian 
duturoance^s. 

Coming fresh from the frontier, Mr. Duncan made his nrst real 

speech April 1, 1828, in introducing a resolution for mounted volunteers 

for the t>etter protection of western settlers. The resolution read as 

follows : 

"Reiolved, That the Committee on 3Iilitary Affairs be instructed to in- 
quire into the expedience of attaching to the Army of the United States, 
eight companies of mounted volunteer gun-men, to be stationed on the West- 
em frontier of the United States, and of disbanding from the present peace 
establishment, one regiment of infantry." 

On the resolution he spoke as follows : 

"Mr, Duncan said he considered the change in the army which was con- 
templated by the resolution he had submitted, was one of very great import- 
ance, and especially so to the settlers on the Western frontier of the United 
States, who had so often suffered for want of a more efficient protection from 
the armies of the United States. He said it was a fact well kno¥m, that the 
Indians do not dread an army of foot soldiers, or any number of troops 
stationed in the forts on the line; that small parties of Indians were fre- 
quently known to pass by those forts with impunity, and commit the most 
shocking outrages upon the defenceless citizens, and make their escape un- 
hurt. 

He said he was aware that the House would receive with reluctance, any 
proposition to make a material change in an important branch of the Gov- 
ernment, without the most conclusive proof of the necessity or propriety of 
such a change, in consequence of which, he had written to General Gaines 
and Governor Cass upon the subject, knowing them both to be intimately 
acquainted with every thing which relates to the defence of our Western 
frontier. He said he had received their answers; and moved that the cor- 
respondence with them be printed; which was agreed to.'"^ 

17ie resolution was adopted, but as ^Ir. Duncan had to bring up the 
same Hubject at several later sessions of Congress, it appears to have 
taken time to secure action. 

On May I'.i, 1828, Mr. Duncan married Elizabeth Caldwell Smith 
of New York City. She was a granddaughter of Eev. James Caldwell 
of New Jersey, (Jhaplain in the Revolutionary Army who was killed 
shortly after his wife, Hannah Ogden, had been deliberately shot by the 
Hessians under the command of the British. Their daugfiter, Hannah 
Ogden Caldwell, married James K. Smith, of New York City. Mr. 
Smith had come to thin counlry as a lad from Kirkcudbright, Scotland, 
and by ener^'y anri ability liarl become a successful merchant in New 
York City. He evinced his slirewd business ability by buying property 
along Broadway up to jind bcjyond Thirty-fourth Street. He lived in 
Pearl Street and had a summer homo in Greenwich near what is now 
Washington SquHre. He drew up a. remarkable will trying to entail 
the property till the yoll^l^^^^t grandchild (which would have been Mrs. 
Julia Duncan Kirby of Jacksonville) should be of age. 

Miss Smith, after the death of her mother made her home in Waah- 
ington, D. C, with her sister Mrs. Matthew St. Clair ClaxJCjB^ wfaofle hu"* 

* Congressional Di'linti-M, 20 ('onf^resH. 1 SesHion. 
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band was for many years clerk of the House of Eepresentatives and their 
home was a popular social center. 

In her reminiscences^ Mrs. Duncan writes of studying French, logic, 
music and dancing, a curious preparation for her future life in the west. 
She also naively mentions that she was quite "a belle'^ and gives the 
names of her swains. These glimpses are rather refreshing as her mature 
diaries are mostly taken up with texts of sermons! Throughout life, 
in spite of being more or less an invalid, she was exceedingly fond of 
society. 

Mrs. Duncan^s reminiscences continue : "I was invited to President 
John Q. Adams to dinner, when I wore a crimson silk [dress], hair in 
three puffs on the top and three puffs on each side of the head — High 
tortoise shell comb. I tell this to show the fashion of the day. Em- 
broidered silk stockings and black satin slippers. I was introduced to 
General Duncan from Kaskaskia, Illinois, by William Carroll of Carroll- 
ton. Henry Clay at dinner told me of his [Duncan^s] goodness to his 
mother — said he was not only a good looking fellow but was a good son 
and brother, having taken care of his mother and educated his sister and 
two brothers. * * *. 

* * * "My sister, Mrs. Clarke, gave me a select wedding. Two 
weeks after we came out to Kaskaskia to visit his sister, Mrs. Linn. His 
mother, Mrs. Moore, lived with her. His brother Mat and his wife lived 
at Fountain Bluff where my husband owned a saw mill. Mrs. Colonel 
Mather lived there at that time. Mrs. Conn lived near there. 

"My husband and I rode on horseback to the river to take the boat 
to go and visit General Jackson at the Hermitage, Nashville, Tennessee. 
But just as we got in sight, the boat pushed off and left us. As my 
husband was electioneering and was limited as to time, we were never 
able to make the promised visit. 

"We crossed the mountains in a stage. Steamboat at Wheeling to 
Cairo, from Cairo to St. Louis in company with Mr. and Mrs. James K. 
Polk of Tennessee, little thinking he would ever fill the President's chair, 
such a common place man. In St. Louis, Mrs. General Ashley invited 
us to her house. We spent a delightful week there. * * * St. Louis 
was settled by the French. At that time they owned most of the business 
part of the city and the streets were narrow and dirty and the weather 
was warm and I was glad to take a boat to Kaskaskia. We went to 
Fountain Bluff on horseback, Mr. Duncan's sister, Polly Ann, going by 
boat with the provisions. The boat was delayed and we reached there 
to find no one in the house but an old colored man servant, who my 
husband left me in charg> of and rode away to the landing with the 
horses to meet his sister. It grew dark before they returned and I asked 
for a candle. Found to my dismay there was not one in the house. He 
said Missus would bring the tallow and he would soon dip some. That 
evening was as dark and frightful to me as the Dark Day was to our 
Fathers, and from that night I was never caught without both candles 

* Copy Is preserved in Mrs. Julia Duncan Kirby's handwritinpr dated "Jack- 
sonville. Illinois. September 28. 1875." 

Introduction ; •• "l have thought It would not be without interest some day 
to my little niece (Bessie Duncan Putnam) to read what I shall be able to write 
for her of her Grand Mother's life.*** Your Grand Mother says, I was bom in Pearl 
Street, N. Y. City March 28, 1808/' etc. 
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aDd matches with me. And although a troublesome thing to always 
think of once it saved the lives of a whole party in crossing the moun- 
tains ( which by the way I did 8 times in a stage or private carriage), 
the driver got olf the road. When he called out he wished that nervous 
woman whom he had scolded for carrying a candle would hand it out 
that he might see where he was. When I did so he found he was within 
an inch of a frightful precipice. Another step of the horses would have 
plunged us hundreds of feet below." 

Mrs. Duncan stayed with her husband's relatives at Fountain Bluff 
and at Vandalia w^hile Mr. Duncan electioneered throughout the State. 
Ninian Edwards speaks in a handbill of August 1 "that General Duncan 
posted through Belleville with much haste." 

During the summer he visited the lead mines about Galena near 
which there had been trouble with the Indians the year before. It was 
supposed that these mines were in Illinois but as the official government 
surveys had not been extended that far there was some doubt as to 
whether the mines were in Illinois or Michigan Territory. On July 10, 
1828, Mr. Duncan writes to his wife from the "Steam Boat Indiana'' 
of the Fourth of July celebration when a party of "-12 ladies and 53 
gentlemen from Galena visited an Indian village, near what is called 
Labukes [Dubuque?] mines where we saw a large number of Indians 
spent a few hours made them some presents and returned. I never have 
witnessed a celebration of the Fourth of July with as much pleasure as 
I did this, everything conspired to make it interesting except your ab- 
sence. The fact alone of witnessing more than forty intelligent and 
accomplished ladies chiefly married, who had followed the fortunes of 
their husbands five hundred miles in the wilderness and in an Indian 
country was enough of itself to create feelings of the warmest admiration. 
♦ * * The peo])le in the mining country are generally intelligent 
and enterprising and appear to have assembled from the four quarters 
of the globe and as each depends upon his own industry for success there 
is no rivalry amongst them of course more than usual cordiality. 

"I left Mr. Davidson our Greencastle friend at the mines. We 
ascended the river in the same boat. I shall send this letter to St. Louis 
and may write you again from Alton when I land, should nothing inter- 
fere I will be at Vandalia about the 16 of this month and shall pass 
through Greene, Morgan, Sangamon and Mt. Gomery counties on my 
way." 

Later in the summer, 1828, after a few days at Jacksonville, which 
was to become their future home, Mr. and Mrs. Duncan returned to 
Washington for the Second Session of Congress. Mrs. Duncan's papers 
continue : "Mrs. Mather took us in their carriage to Carlyle several days 
journey two nights and two days. We stopped for tlie night at a log 
cabin but one room, so four of us slept in one room, not an unusual 
occurrence in those days. At Carlyle we took the stage, went through 
the State to Indiana over cordoroy roads through Oliio and Michigan 
to Clevchmd. The lake was so rough and the boat so poor we coasted the 
lake in a covered wagon to Buffalo. Through Xew York State in a 
stage to Albany. In a steamboat from there to New York ther • ■ 
to Washington City. We were three weeks in reaching jr~ 
My husband was re-elected to Congress was the rew 



jvciabor llii- wcntlter whs beaulifiil. It ivus a rough jimniey. I 
Bt 1 was going homo. 1 never liked the west and was eo glad to get 

In this session the ouly speech of Mr. Ihmcaii recorded in the Con- 
KsHlunul Debates was on the question of the survey of the northern 
nindary of Illinois, involving the lead mines he had visited the pre- 
"ing summer. There were two bills, one appointing a commiasioner 
'iin the boundary, the other assigning the worit to tlie TI. S. Engineer 
j)j. Mr. Dunt'au urged prompt action, saying; 

"Much Interest was felt on ibe subject in lUiQaU. particularly in the 

nrthsm part ul that State, wtiere more thas 20,000 people were now settled 

H the vicinity of tbe lead mines. Great Inconveuience was continually 

plained, (or want of having this line deflnltely setllsd. A portion of these 

d mines was claimed by Michigan and by lUiuols, and it was all-important 

: the cunlroverey as to Jurisdiction Ehould be brought to an end as 

eedlly &» possible."' 

Mr. Uuncan said he understood that "Colonel McCrea, survi?yor 
leiieral now designated in the bill, was a most competent engineer, very 
Riculific, anil a practical man, wjio enjoyed, and he believed justly, a 
reputation." However, the bill was laid on the table. Mr. Duncan 
rough hie Congressional career watched the interests of the lead mines. 
, Mfirch, 1829, for instance, his diary shows he opposed a purely 
ical appointment as superintendent. 

in lS2ii, Andrew Jackson was elected President. Duncan was evi- 
dently an ardent supporter of him at this election. Tliough Jackson was 
nnarJy thirty years older there is a curious siniihirily in the public careers 
_j)f the two westerners; both had fought and distinguish'.'d themselves in 
i war of 1813: both had been Major General of Militia in tlieir re- 
Ktive stjites; both had served In Congress. While Jackaun was in the 
jiited State Senate. Duncan was in tlie State Senate, They evidently 
Blew each other from the mention in Mi"s. Duncan's diary of the iu- 
Bided visit to the Hermitage, 

From Mr. Duncan's diary begun just before Jackson's inauguration 
I is ajiparejit he looked forward with anticipation to Jackson's presi- 
'' icy. The diary givts u conlemporaneous view of this important 
riod and is puhlishod entire in the appendix. From the first entry it 
% evident that Duncan disapproved of the men surrounding the General 
^nd evirleTitlv felt he was liable to be unduly inHuenced. 
"1829 

Feb, ( ) 

Various applications for me lo support D. Green for Public Printer. 

_.Cou!d not consent to do so, knew too much of him. Believed and told hla 

~Mends that they would soon get tired ot him. be was arrogant, dictatorial 

possessed no fixed principles. General Jackson arrived In Wasblngton 

Major Baton met him on the road and escorted him In," 
Mr. Duncan called on the President several times and on Febrfiary 
bat culled agaiTi to introduce a friend. 

"Saw Mr. Taiiewell with the President, tbe only suitable companion I 
B«w Capt, Taylor of the V. S. Army, Says he heard GenI, Jackson 

"I that day upon President A that he met Genl. D. Q. and 

i understood that GenL J. was to call on Mr. A. that day, 

^ Hid that he would not believe the report and that he would go 

ao he would very soon put a stop to It. Jrropunce enough. 
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Disgusted to see W. M. L. Genl. D. G., J. P. V., etc., constantly with Genl. J. 
to the exclusion of his or the countries friends. 

"Feby. 23rd. From the persons who surround the Genl. I fear he is 
to be improperly influenced in his first appointments. The Central Com- 
mittee appear to consider him 4:helr own game. Some of them are constantly 
with him or about the doors, so I am informed for I do not know them all 
by sight. I called to see Genl. J. at 7 o'clock in the evening with two friends, 
M. S. C* and Lt. Johnson. The president expressed much pleasure at seeing 
us. Said he was more gratified to see us at that hour, as Duff, as he called 
him, had presumed to set his hours for him to receive his visitors, but he 
said that would all be right as he had ordered Green to correct the statement 
In his paper regulating his hours for receiving visitors. What excessive pre- 
sumption was the first feeling I -had, but It is all right, as it must very soon 
place this character in his proper hole." 

There are rumors about the cabinet and the various appointments. 
Then comes another interview with the President in which "he says he 
will remove no officer on account of his political opinions unless he has 
used his office for the purpose of electioneering. He appears liberal 
and I agree perfectly with his views.^^ 

We can imagine Mr. Duncan's rejoicing over this assurance as 
through life he believed in an efficient civil service. Unfortunately Jack- 
son did not maintain the high standard expressed in this remark but soon 
inaugurated sweeping removals from office. 

•*4th March: Attended the President's inauguration. He walked from 
Gadsbies Hotel with his hat off, in a great crowd. Having a fine view from 
the west room in the clerk's office in the Capitol, I could see him & the 
vast crowd at every point until they ascended the great steps which enter 
the Capitol. Saw nothing that I disliked but the conspicuous station and part 
acted by the Central Committee. Stood near the President when he read his 
address. Was struck with the profound attention of the multitude while he 
read, especially as I am convinced that three-fourths of all present could not 
have heard the sound of his voice at least so as to distinguish one word. 
The expression of the people on his first appearance was very fine and showed 
that he has a strong hold on their affections. The number present is vari- 
ously estimated, opinions of intelligent persons vary from 15 to 30 thousand. 
No parade of the military present except one or two companies and they were 
very far off. I think they were from Alexandria as I saw one of them 
coming from that direction. With this I was much pleased. I am opposed 
to great parades and especially military parades on such an occasion. Had 
rather see the honors done after the service is performed, but In this District 
where most of the people are servants or connected with the government 
[It] Is natural they should worship the rising sun. 1 was forcibly struck 
with the contrast between Mr. Adams entering on and closing his official 
duties as President. I was present in 1825 when his inauguration took place. 
It was a fine day and from the moment I first looked into the street on the 
4th of March until dark, I saw nothing but a bustle [of] people moving in 
all directions and many of them by sunrise in full military dress, and by 10 
o'clock the Avenue was crowded with armed soldiers which I took to be a 
mixture of marines, infantry and artillery of the U. S. and militia of the 
District. It was certainly the finest display I ever witnessed. Was informed 
that> many of the coats had been bought to honor Genl. Lafayette. I was glad 
to hear it for the idea of their having been bought for this occasion was too 
ridiculous. In 1829' Mr. Adams was not seen on the 4th of March and I 
suppose would not have been thought of but for a coffin hand bill that was 
circulated in the crowd announcing his death in the most digusting manner. 
It produced general disgust. Did not go to the Palace to see the President 
receive his friends after the inauguration. Understood that the crowd was 

» Matthew St. Clair Clarke, Mr. Duncan's brother-in-law and Clerk of the 
House of Representatives. 



very great, all sorts of folkE. soiiie on fine ^nlln chairs and Sofas, mahoguny 
tables, ftp., with tliKlr feet. A report was cirrnlated ttiat the gold & silver 
Bpoons were etolen on this occasion [ believe tt wos not true. 

The city la filled with ofllee seekerB. Tliere is general dissppofniment 
In Llio appointment til the cabinet. Clny eays that they charged Mr. A. wlltc 
making a liargaln, rliat he tbiuUe Gtnl. J. bad betler have matle one." 

Tile Stale iiiipoiiihnenls caine it|i for iHscuBsion between the two 
Sfiintors and tlie one Hepresentative. Mcl.eaii and Iluncnii ■'opfmsed 
rejiiovals except for some good cause other thau polittcnl. * * • 
Kane nitlicr ililTereil in opinion ubmit removala." 

The question of removals from oflice for politifnl purpose was the 
cause of the first strain on Duncan's alle^innM to Jackson. Erom the 
time in the State Senate when he had voted for Birkbeck on acconnt of 
his efficiency — consistently through life he refuRed lo concur in what be- 
came a political tenet of the Democratic party of that period. The 
ruling passion of Duncan's political career seems to have been an efficient 
civil service. It has not been possible lo find a trace of inconsistency 
in the career of .Toeeph Duncan in the stand he then took on Ihc ques- 
tion of removals from office for other than inefficiency and which hi- held 
till the day of his death. It was tlie chief charge he held against Van 
Buren in his joint debate with Douglas in ISJO in Springfield. FTc hud 
refused offers of the Jackson adniinist ration to appoint relatives if he 
would recommend them. "This I cannot consistently do as 1 am un- 
willing to aak or receive a favor which would place me under obligatiotis 
to the executive power of the goveniment while I am a repreepjitative of 
the people." 

Hi.« eo»!*in, James Finley, writes on January 21tli, 1824: "In 
speaking of Ihe appointment of your brother you say that it was made 
in opposition to your recommendation. This, all who are acquainted 
with your unifonn policy will readily believe." 

At this time Congressman Duncan was active in connection wilh the 
Illinois and Michigan Canal: 

"March, 1S29. • • • Called to see the President & Secretary of War 
about getting the Illinois ft Lake Michigan Canal located 4 the route from 
the Illinois River to Lake Erie examined. Saw Genl. •Gratiott. got biin to 
go wltb me to the War Dept,. find hfm very friendly to my views and to liie 
West. Secretary thinks the law does not aulboriKe bim to send enBlncers 
to locate. Refer lo the case in Indiana under the same law; He appears 
disposed to do right nnd says if the favor has been done to Indiana It ahould 
also be extended to IllinoiE, promises It shall be ordered. 

Laler Jn his congressional career considering Ihis as more than a 
State affair, he spoke on January -i, 1931, on the Xational government 
flsifiisting in financing the improvement. From the vantage ground of 
!)f) yearw, we can see that the advocates of the canal were optimiatia 
nlimtt iti cn=;t and imporlancc.' It is to be remembered that there were 

iiinn o hundred yenrs sIui-b lUe canHl Si-lween I,m1..> MlrV-isHn 
"'I ' ■■■■.•a (leflnltely proposed. It has been the aubject of endless 

''- '' " l<1 and Wnanln^on. It was built, served a userul purpaaa 

''■' iiie rBilruada were fully dovelopi-d. and In time bMBme neff- 

I'" I' iructlon ol the Ch1fS£n ilraitiiige ciuial and Ihu revived In- 

tf"'" ■ ■■ i . ."lapi'rtiitlon It h.ns In rcceni years nealn come Into the llme- 

llBhl .)[ c(..|>rit. iFi .■iptlnBHeld nnil Washlnelen. With tile appropriation of $10,000,000 
for a modern wnterwar connMillne Lake MichlKin bt><] the MlsalEslppl River It mair 
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no railroads in Illinois at this time and the travel was largely by water. 
The canal system was an important element in the transportation facili- 
ties of the east and was steadily spreading west. The importance of 
connecting the different parts of Illinois both for commercial and for 
future political reasons cannot be lost sight of. Tlie south was mostly 
settled from Kentucky and the slave states while the settlers of the 
north were from Xew England. The records of Congress show that Mr. 
Duncan was a strong advocate of the canal connecting Lake Michigan 
and the Mississippi and also of a National road for the free use of thf» 
east and the west, and again on June 4, 1832, he urged the improvement 
of the harbors on the Great Lakes: "Commerce upon the lakes had in- 
creased beyond all calculation, yet it was exposed to innumerable dangers 
for the want of better harbors. For the want of these improvements 
much property and many lives had been lost. On Lake Michigan a valu- 
able engineer had unhappily perished." 

On May 26, 1829, Congressman Duncan left Washington for Illinois, 
and early in July went to Kentucky, visiting relatives arid attending to 
family business. He went on to Nashville, Tennessee, to visit his brother 
Thomas. At Nashville he met Colonel Wilson, an editor, who had just 
returned from Washington, and entered in his diary: 

*'I asked him if he had seen much of Genl. Jackson while in Washington. 
He had. I inquired if he had observed any changes in his intellect. He re- 
plied that he visited Washington in consequence of having observed that the 
Genrs. mind had sunk about the death of his wife and he regretted to find 
that it was still sinking. He dreaded the news by every mail for he and the 
Genl's. friends generally fear his total rincompetence(?)l 

In Paris, Kentucky, he spent the time from July 30th to August 

]2th ''rather unpleasantly owing to the political controversies among 

manv of mv old friends." He sold certain lots, including "the stone house 

k attached .ground for six hundred dollars in cotton at 15 cents per doz." 

He closed up most of the accounts, including one that recalls how he had 

helped his hrothcrs secure an education: 

"The money or cotton received for stone house I expect to sell to pay 
my checks as I owed the debts to Garrard & Hickman on account of money 
borrowed out of barik to send my brother Thos. A. Duncan to school which 
with the interest amounts to much more than the price received for said 
house, but I never expect to make further claim for this and other monies 
I have advanced to and for my brothers." 

In 1830, Thomas Duncan, a brother, was killed in Louisiana. It 
was probably accidental, but the following letter, written by Joso])li 
Duncan from Washington to his brother. Gen. James M. Duncan who 
went south to investigate the circumstances, shows his respect for law 
and justice. Considering that he was a Kentuck'ian and had lived most 
of his life on the frontier where people acted impulsively, it seems to be 
indicative of an unusual character. 

"Feb. 21, 1830. ♦ ♦ ♦ In any event I hope you will indulge no feel- 
ings of revenge. If the law acquits him, leave him with his God, who has 
said, 'Vengeance is mine.' 1 hope you will see that he has strict justice done 
him, and will employ such council as will insure him a fair trial and if it 
shall be a punishable offence, I sincerely hope that the law may be satisfied, 
but avoid anything like persecution, and indulge no malace. ♦ ♦ ♦ Even 
though this wretch has murdered our brother, I would not for tUe world 
do him injustice.—* ♦ ♦ but at the same time I hold it ^ ^ntv that 
we owe ourselves, and to society, and to the memory of ( ' 
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e that Ihe law sliall lie talrly and fully admlDlHtered. and when this Is 
B we Hhould leave the rest with Providence." 

On Ailgiiat lir^t, 18311, Mr. nnil Mrs. Duiicnii returned to .TackGon- 

} wiiifh tlien lipcanie t!ii;ir permaneut home. llr. Duncan was re- 

BCti'd til Congress by a large majority, receiving 13.1152 rotea to 4,G52 

: Breeee. and to 3.307 for Coles. Leaving hie wife and eliildrcn in 

tek^oiiville lie returned to Washington alone. 

On Decemljer -IS, 1B30. he writes from Washington City to Mrs. 
Hiincan : 

■How I would delight lo be restored to our Sre-slde, surrounded by our 
little family. • • • All the gayety and splendid entertainments at this 
city, have no charms compared with the pleaBurc of such a scene, but the 
lime Is rapidly passing and I hope soon to meet you all in good health. 
• " ■ 1 write too often to tell you much news at a time and indeed I 
have too little intercourse and take too little Interest in this city to know 
much about it." 

■■Dec. 22, I dined yesterday at Mr. Wm. T. Carroll's.' They live in fine 
Btyle, be has a great many Hue thlDga in bla house, you might know that 
however, from your knowledge of htm, his wife appears to be very amiable. 
I I dine again tomorrow with the President after which I may write you some 

^H^^AWs as I hope something may occur worth telling you." 
^^^K Unfortunately the letter alluded to is not with this collection. It 
^^^Ks prolmhiy witli the pjipers of political importance burned in the Chi- 

B' 



December 25. I dined yesterday with Mr, G. Dyson, In company with 

IDr two alslers, Mrs. Black, Mr. C. etc; that aunt of theirs Is too tulsom 

altogether, she talks ot nothing but learned authors, critics, 

InlsterH of state and her humble self.' * Tomorrow I dine with the PohI 

iSter Oeneral. the day before yesterday. I dined with the President and 

last night I supped with Mr. Ingham. So you [see] I am in no danger 

of starving and as Capt. Jack Nichols of the Navy would say. I have the 

rnn of all the kitchens in the city, more indeed than I would wish, bul I do 

let it Interfere In the least wlih my business." 

'December 31. I have been so engaged the last two days that I have 
written to you. • • • I find m.v business Increasing rapidly and It 
be that I will write less frequently In (iilnre but If I do Sister Janet 
Anna Maria C. [Caldwelll wilt make up tor me, • ■ * It is now just 
r daylight and t am writing by candle light. I am uneasy about the 
home. I tear Mr. Guln will not teed and water them well. 
must gel Mariah lo look to them and see that they are regularly attended 
I expect to go lo the British Miniater's tonight. I will send you the 
itatlon as you are Invited. O bow I would delight to have the pleasure 
company even to go to a heariless levee tor a single night but how 
ich greater would he the happiness ot being restored to the bosom ot 
dear little tajnily at our own Ilrealde, • • • Tomorrow is the great 
at the President's so ot coarse I must make my appearance." 
Trouble that could not he overlooked began with the Indians, under 
iwV in ]fi31, Thi>y rctunmd to their old villuge in Hock River 
illey near the present city of Rock Island, where it is said they drove 
■ the aettlws, killed the c'atUe and threatened the fJeople with death if 
■ rematlied. The land had l>een previously ci-dei! t,o the government 
the Bettlers protestetl to Governor Rpyiiolds. Hp referred the matter 
General Gaines, in command of the F. S. troops at Jefferson Barracks, 
offering the aid of the State Iroop.a. Oenenil Gaines asked 
On May 27, 1831 the Governor issued n call for volituteera to 
at Bairdstown on Jnne 10. The response wun enlhnsiastic, it 
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was a busy time on the farms but 1,500 men, mostly on horseback, pre- 
sented themselves eager to defend the frontier. As they hoped to intimi- 
date the Indians and avoid bloodshed, the entire force was taken. "The 
whole brigade was put under the command of Major General Duncan of 
the State Militia. This was the largest military force which had ever 
been assembled in the State and made an imposing appearance as it 
traversed the then unbroken wilderness of prairie. * * * Much 
credit is undoubtedly due to Governor Ee}Tiolds aild General Duncan 
for the unprecedented (luickness with wliich the brigade was called out 
and organized and marched to the seat of war.^ 

Under date of 18th June, 1831, Governor Eeynolds writes from 
Beardstown to Governor Edwards at Belleville: 

"We will have about fourteen hundred men ready to move against the 
Indians. There are 90 many that we must have a Brigade. I called Gen. 
Duncan to act as Brigadier-General. There will be an election for 2 Colonels 
and 4 Majors. I think we start about Monday next. The companies are 
divided to make about 50 or 60 men each. 

I received another letter from Gen. Gaines of the 13th inst. He advises 
to be *vigUanV and to go *80on.' 

I have no news to inform you of. A great spirit of harmony prevails. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ''a 

. A jimction was made with the U. S. troops under the command of 
General Gaines near the mouth of Rock River, on the Mississippi.^ In 
the council meeting held that evening, to arrange for the attack the 
following day. General » Duncan naturally accepted the statements of 
General Gaines about the topography of the land, as the latter had been 
in this vicinity for some time. The U. S. troops went by steamer to 
VandruflPs Island in Rock River where the volunteers met them. General 
Gaines* plan included attacking the Indians from both the Island and 
the blufif overlooking it. The island was a dense thicket in which the 
troops became entangled. When they finally reached the main shore, they 
found that the Indians had quietly retired during the night to the west 
bank of the Mississippi. 

The Indian village was destroyed by fire. Blackhawk and his chiefs 
signed an agreement on June 30, 1831, at Fort Armstrong "to reside 
and hunt upon their own lands, west of the Mississippi River.*' "The 
enemy being apparently humbled and quiet restored, the army was dis- 
banded and returned home in the best of spirits, not a single person, by 
disease, accident, or otherwise, having lost his life.*** 

The Chicago American of July 18, 1842, has an interesting quota- 
tion from the Alton Telegraph : 

"Governor Duncan was at this time, [Black Hawk War] a candidate for 
election to Congress which rendered his position one of great delicacy. Under 
such circumstances men are too apt to expect indulgences. But never was 
an army commanded with more sternness. He performed his whole duty 
himself, and compelled every office and soldier to do the same. ♦ ♦ ♦. 

This campaign was in the spring of the year at a rainy, disagreeable 
season, over an uninhabited portion of the country, full of streams, which 
the army was frequently compelled to cross in the prairies, with mud banks 
and bottoms, which would have retarded its movements for many days but 

*Ford, History of Illinois, pages 112, 115. 

•Washburne, Edwards Papers, page 572. 

'History of the War [Blackhawlc] by John A. Waltefeld, page 6. 

^Davidson and Stuv4, History, of Illinois, p. 380. 
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tar the Invention at a grass bridge to cross thi^ru. which Governor Duncan 
made by tying inon-ed grass In large bundles or tagois and CEtUslng a com- 
pany or men to carry a bundle and in quick sueceaston throw them Into the 
stream until It was Slled; at the same moment the army commenced crossing 
rapidly so aa to Ifeep the grass pressed to the bottoin. In lUts way he usually 
crossed his whole force over in about tUlrfy minutes, which otherwise would 
not have heen passed in Lweuty-(our hours, 

■When General Gaines was Informed of the Invention ot these bridges, 
which had enabled Duncan lo come to his relief ten or fifteen days sooner 
than he expected him. he declared. "If one of Nupoleon's oflicera had dis- 
played such tact. It would immediately have raised him to the highest honors 
ot the nation.' It wns owing lo tbe use of these grass bridges that our army 
was enabled to overtake and capture the same band of Indians when they 
Invaded the country again in 1S32." [From Alton Telegraph.] 

Duncan iu a epeech in Congress on June 0, IS3'2, when the 
[^eeoud BIjtcklmwk war wiis in progress in Illinois, reverted to his early 
aiid forceful pica for moittited troops to defend the settlers on the fron- 
tier. He submitted "a letter giviiig sorae very shocking details of tho 
mnssftcres committed by the Indians upon tlie defenceless iniabitantB,"* 
aad advocated a mounted force for defending the frontier. He "tiniily 
iM'licved that ali the distress and bloodshed that had juat been heard of in 
lUlinoia would have been avoided if Congress had adopted the phin he 
"",en (lft28) nnil now suggested. The government had the power and it 
■as proper that it should protect eroryone of its citizens while engaged 
lliiMr iifluul pursuits. On great occasions, he thought the militia 
lUld bo relied on for the National defence but it was ruinous to any 
■pie engaged in civil pursuits to be compelied lo defend their own 
ircsidea or to be required to march in defense of their neighbors, on every 
of aa enemy, however small their force. The militia on the 
frontier had always given the highest evidence of patriotism, by turning 
ut at a moment's wanting to defend the country, even though it de- 
irived them of raising a crop for the support of their families, which 
I the case last year and he did not doubt it would be so again this 

The bill, embodring principles which Mr. Duncan bad been urging 
nince his first entrj- into Congress, was finally passed after being amended 
" Y the Senate, 

Mr. Duncan appears to be always interested in reward of bravery. 
On February "i. 1831, he supported the granting of a pension to a mail 
inrrier Wininded while caiTjing mail tJirough thi^ Indian country.' (Bill 
s lost.) March, 1834, he voted with John Quincy Adams on the exten- 
sion of pension laws to revolutionary soldiers. 

On March 26. 183?. in a discussion of a bill to organize the Ordi- 
•inancp Department* he offered a resolution "To extend all the other staff 
(^epartmontri ni the army where it may be required for the public service, 
I that each corps or department shall be perfMt and distinct without 
K detail from the ofKcers of the line, * • * to provide that no prc- 
i be given exclusively tn cadets eduerited at West Point in filling 
Shiconcies which may happen in tho Avmv. "increasing pay of non-com- 
tnissioned oSlcera and p-iM' ■ ■ -'-"ig n bounti,' for serving two 

t«nn8 of fivo Ywra mrh " 



134 

On June 1, 1832, Mr. Duncan spoke in favor of appropriating sub- 
sistence to friendly Indians who may seek refuge during the present 
Indian disturbance. "One act of hostility committeed on one of these 
friendly tribes would be sufficient to involve the whole frontier in trouble 
for vears."^ 

On March 13, 1834, on the military appropriation bill, he approved 
the policy of establishing "a line of posts with suitable stables" from 
the Arkansas River to the Northern Lakes for the accommodation of the 
dragoons or mounted troops. He favored "displaying a force on the 
whole frontier at least once a year."^ 

The opening of the west was making immediately necessary the ex- 
tension of the government survey. Speaking January 12th, 1831, on a 
bill for the survey of public land, the Congressman from Illinois said : 

"A very large portion of the State of Illinois was yet to be surveyed — 
only twenty-seven out of forty odd millions had been surveyed. Mr. D. spoke 
of the quality of the soil and beauty of the country in the northern section 
of Illinois, and north of it, and the prospect of its immediate settlement 
when surveyed and brought into market. He said there was now, and had 
been for several years, a large number of citizens, estimated at near ten 
thousand, residing in the northern part of Illinois, far beyond the present 
surveys; that an equal or greater number resided north of the State, in the 
Northwest territory, where there was not an acre of public land surveyed. 
He hoped that a statement of these facts would sufficiently show the necessity 
of extending the surveys in Illinois and Michigan." 

Mr. D. proceeded, and said, "that the whole argument of the gentleman 
(in opposition) was in favor of keeping up the price of public land, by keep- 
ing the public land out of market; which he said was a policy peculiarly 
favorable to the land speculator, and oppressive to the poor, who has his 
home yet to purchase. He said that a farmer, who wanted his land for his 
own use, cared but little whether it was estimated at a high or low price; 
nor did such men generally care at how low a rate their poor neighbors 
purchased their homes, it was only those, he said, who had land to sell, 
that felt much interest about the price it bears." 

"Mr. D. believed it to be the true policy of the Government to survey all 
the lands within the States and Territories as soon as possible, and bring 
them into market. He thought it quite probable that there were enough 
settlers at this moment on the unsurveyed land, who are prepared to purchase 
their homes, to pay enough at once to defray the expense of surveying all the 
public lands yet to be surveyed in the States. He thought it was too late for 
gentlemen to succeed in an attempt to arrest the emigration to the West. 
People, he remarked, are now settled, in large or small bodies, in nearly 
every district of the public lands where the Indian title has been extin- 
guished; and he held it to be the duty, as well as the b^st policy of the 
Government, to afford them an opportunity of purchasing their homes as 
soon as possible, and on the most favorable terms."' 

On February 23, 1832, Mr. Duncan spoke in a debate on surveys 
of public lands. 

"It was the settled policy of the Government to survey the public lands 
as fast as possible. The enterprising emigrants alluded to by the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Root) were continually making farms beyond the 
surveys. It was good policy to enable them to become free holders of the 
soil and enable them to commence improvements."* 

The Illinoi.s Eepresentative, realizing as he did, the importance of 
waterway transportation wherever available, spoke on May 3, 18^2 in 

* Cong. Debates, 22 Conprrtss. 1 Session. 

* ConpT. Debates, 23 Congress, 1 ii^esaion. 
•Cong. Debates, 21 Congress. 2 Session. 
^Cong. Debates, 22 Congress, 1 Session. 
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ttntuoe to u utthgeroiis slmul iu tlic llississippi River, and propi: 

1 jiiupndiiiPiit iu Ilie art of 1824 jinividitifi for the remuvnl iif ybstruc- 

Eous iu the cliuuiicl of tlio Upper Mis^i^uippi between St. I^iiia and 

'i wmild include rocks and sliuals us well ns snngs. 

In the niiiM of this busy session of Congrese Mr, Duncnn was 

feted to attend the Baltinidre Convention, He regretted anything that 

rtild take him away from his duties as representative, as shown hv the 

'" * ,' letter; 



. Smith. 

Drau 3iu: You wlBb to know wliether I -will attend the Baltimore Con- 
Ktlon and Intimate that your attendance will depend upon my answer. 
lug the only representative In tbis bouse trom the State. 1 have always 
ight tlie selection of myeelt as one ol the representatives to tbat cod- 
htton was Ill-advised. This convemion meets about the close oi Uila 
laion or Congress, which Is the time that most ol the bllla are usually 
B8ed. and as there are many now betore hotb houses ol great interost 
p our state, It may be out cf my power to allenil. 

I Iheretore would by all means advise you to attend this cunventloa. 

II eay that more than seventy counties have met and approved my appoint- 

int and that 11 is the general wish that 1 should attend. Tliese facts 

■IpoM: a strong obligation upon me to go and it at all compatible with my 

r duties, and thyre should be a necessity (or It,'! Intend to do so. 

Willi great respect. 

Your obeilienl servant. 

JOSEI'H DL'.NC.i.t. 

The Balliuiori; Itepuhlienn of Maj" 85, 1832, gives the names of the 
idegutes from Illinois at the Convention ns Elias K. Kane and John M. 
Jftbinsou. Ajiptiri'iilly Mr. Uniic-nn diO not fltlciiil, 

. Ihincan was a meinlier of the Conimilli-i- oil I'Liblie Lands dur- 

f his entire senite iu Congross. Bciilon, in the Senate, wa^: urging 

) ruiJuotiou iu the price of lands to make it possible for the poorest 

tttler to own laud, "In this agitation lay the genns of the later home- 

[tead syatvin, as well ns of the propositions to relinquish the Federal puh- 

e Inmls to ilk' stntfti wliuroiu they lay."' 

In tlie house Mr. Duncan spoke frwinently on the land question. As 
B is part of Ihe history of the State, hi:^ speeches are worth preserving. 
J first one was on December 29, 182*.'. 
He poinUxi out that the griinti', or dunations, of land liy tlie gov- 
•nt to the new states. coiisiBting chiefly of the sixteenth sections 
■h lownviiiji given for the use; of sclnrols to he estaliHshed in the 
wnship, were more "justly considered as a part of the consideration 
(rd nn indnrrmpnt t" thr pnrchasc of all the reniarning lauds in the 
" -'.:,. nranti- "were made u|K)n the expre«8 condi- 

■ iK'vcr tti.v the pulilii- liinds witliin their limits. 
ir nil tiiiverunient within live years after the 
:ii.-ii. ii 1- 41 I'liir lijirpiiii, mill the new states 
u-i T ■ 11 lip a right which would be 

til il' . ■ the quantity of land tliey 

u I hat land had in some cases 
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been given to certain new states to assist them in making internal im- 
provements, such as roads and canals, he said : 

"That it was a fact well known to every man of common observation, 
that every valuable improvement in a country, such as a road or a canal, 
is calculated to increase the value of the lands through or near which they 
are constructed; and as the general Government owned much the largest 
part of the land in the new States, and especially where some of those im- 
provements are to be made, he thought he should hazard nothing in saying 
that, in every instance where the improvement is made, the increased value 
of the public lands occasioned exclusively by the improvement will amount 
to ten times the value of the donation. He said that a policy which would 
be wise in an individual owning large quantities of wild land, would also be 
wise in a Government; and he appealed to any gentleman to say whether 
he would not consider a portion of this land well appropriated in this way, 
when there was a certainty of its hastening the sale, and increasing the 
value of the residue. 

"He said that 'about eigh teen-twentieths of all the lands in the State he 
represented belonged to the General Government, and that his constituents 
were burdened with a heavy tax to construct roads and bridges, which, 
though necessary to their own convenience, had a direct and certain tendency 
to raise the value of all the lands over which they are made. He said 
he knew the States had no power to compel the General Government to 
contribute its part to these improvements; but he hoped that a sense of 
Justice would prevent its receiving such advantage without contributing its 
full portion towards it. 

He said he believed his constituents would be satisfied with having their 
just and reasonable claims satisfied, which were, that the price should be 
reduced, and the sales so regulated as to enable all the settlers to obtain their 
homes on reasonable terms."' 

In the debate on the Illinois canal January 4th, 1831, he spoke on 
the public land question and the fact that no encouragement was heldj 
out to settlers to improve the land belonging to the United States. Xo 
one would venture to settle on or improve land without a hope of ever 
owning it. He continued, according to the record, in defense of the 
pioneers and "squatters^' : 

"Gentlemen in this House appeared to think that all lands of equal 
quality and situation ought to sell for the same price, but in this they were 
greatly mistaken. He said that improvements and good society gave value 
to land; if that was not the case, he asked, why were not all the wild lands 
already sold? Mr. D. said he had heard much said against squatters, as they 
are called, on the public land, but he did not hesitate in affirming that they 
had been the means of selling nine-tenths of all the land that had been sold 
by the government. He said that it was the hardy, enterprising, poor man 
that first ventured into the wilderness, and suffered all the privations and 
dangers incident to such an enterprise, who, acting as pioneers, were fol- 
lowed by the more fortunate or wealthy, and too often deprived by them of 
their homes, and driven further and further into the woods."' 

In the first session of the Twenty-second Congress, on December 27, 
1831, the Illinois representative again brought up the public land ques- 
tion especially in reference to the use of the proceeds of sales of land for 
internal improvements and for education. He asked that the Committee 
on Public Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency jof appro- 
priating one-third of the proceeds of the future sales of public lands to 
objects of internal improvements within the states in which said lands are 
sold; one-third for the construction of roads and canals from the Missis- 

*Ck>iig. Debates — 21 Cong., 1 Session. 
*C3ong. Debates — 21 Cong., 2 Session. 
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IP St. Lawrence to the coinmerciBl cities 
» Atlaiiiic, llie r«maiuii»g one-lliird fgr jjurjiuses uf cducaUoD. 
Jlis idea wna ilmt the prott'cds from the sale of laDds should he 
1 the fitatfs ill which the lund ie located. lie ohjecUTl to the pres- 
et miiuiier of dispusUig of the proceeds which operated "opproaaiyely to 
he citixenB of the new states, by exacting from them the higliiail iirioes for 
Bieir lauds, iind sppndioy nearly every cent of the money on the aeahoard, 
' I building ships, harhors, etc. It was dJIlicult to impoverish ii people 
a lux, however hig-li, if the same money was expended among them; 
t that it was equally ditUcult to stand for n very long time a perpetual 
IraiB, howuver smali, without return of It," The people of lUiuoia were 
taxed live days work or tive dollars per anumu for making roads. The 
' e made appropriations for roads and bridges, tlie counties had of tea 
lone the same. All llieac iinproveiiieuts, however neceasary to the con- 
Benience and prosperity of the State, were calculated to benefit and give 
(diue to the public lauds six or eight times as much as it did that of the 
^itiiiens. The United States owned about six-eighths of all the land in 
Ehe State- Every principle of justice would require the government to 
'contribute its full share of every expenditure which went directly to in- 
BTease tho value of the public lands, and make them sell. He said that 
[entleineu both in and out of (Jongreeg are greatly mistaken about the 
ireal value of the public land in its present wild condition. "How does 
t aell for one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre," he asked, "unless 
i receives its value from the improvemouta made by the money and labor 
t the settlers?" 

Mr. Duncan remarked that Congress had bargained tlie new states 
mt of any right to tax the public land, and had even gone further by 
Kinipelliug them not to lax for five years land sold by the United States, 
't was perhaps too late to correct this error, but he hoped it wiis not too 
lite to do justice. 

' "Ho Baid that the Brat branch of hla proposition was to give one-tbird 
t the proceeds of the sales oC the public lands tor WQrks of the impnovement 
a the Stales in wbich the; are sold, which would create a fund sufficient to 
(dorn and beautify the country, and would ensure such an increased value 
,io the remaining portions at the land, as to rentier, through all tirae. an 
btexbaustibte fund for the accomplishment of the other objects contemplated 
' 1 hts amendment. 

He said the second branch of bis proposition was to appropriate one-third 
o( the proceeds arising from the sale of those lands to the construction of 
roods and canals, so equally thixiughoat Ibe Union an to connect this ex- 
pansive valley with every seaport on the Atlantic, which, be said, independent 
flt the great commercial and military importance to the Government, would 
to unlle and harmonize the Stales than any thing that had been 
;e the revolution. 

3 the third branch of his proposition, which whs to appropriate a 
bllrd of this fund for purposes of education In all the States, be thought 
& enough to say (as was anlversally admitted) that the freedom and fnde- 
fendence of the Oovernment and the happiness of all depend upon the intelli- 
to and virtue o( the people.'" 
It i^ especially signifif.ant, ti 
jducation a repetition of Hi 
pemite when he iutroilui-i <: 
pre**cd »« Governor of li; 



1 this plea for the support of 
. Iiad expressed in the Illinois 
- Iiool bill and which later he 
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It is also a pleasure to note in connection with improvements the 
use of the words ''adorn and beautify," an idea to which he recurs in his 
first message as Governor. 

Public lands being again up for discussion on March 27, 1832, Mr. 
Duncan modestly assured the House '*he always felt reluctant to consume 
a moment of the time of the House" but as it is a question of public lands 
he continued speaking ! The report of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office filled him "with feelings of indignation." It had furnished 
the arguments for the opposition of his colleague on the committee, Mr. 
Hunt of Vermont, and had c^onvinced him that the officer who made it 
was unfit to fill the station he held. That officer had used his official 
station to unjustly injure and insult the very persons over whose par- 
ticular interests he was appointed to preside. He replied especially to a 
charge that the privilege of pre-emption to settlers had been abused and 
had led to speculation by "intruders and trespassers." The char<xe, if 
true at all, was so in only a few individual cases and it was unfair to 
make it against a whole community. 

"Most of his life had been spent on the frontier. He knew it to be a fact 
that all the new States had been settled first by enterprising men, who had 
gone ahead of the land sales, often of the surveys of them. He had never 
before heard them denounced as trespassers and intruders; they had never 
been so regarded in that country, or by this Government. It was true that 
there had been an old resolution of Congress, near fifty years ago, forbidding 
such settlements, which had never been regarded, except as a gross absurdity. 
And, so far from prohibiting, the Government had always encouraged those 
settlements, by making liberal donations, and grants of the right of pre- 
emption. From the passage of that resolution up to the present time, many 
of the most respectable citizens in all the new States had been settlers on 
the public land. Most of them had commenced poor; they were generally a 
brave, hardy, and enterprising people, possessing an ardent love of liberty, 
Ireedom, and independence; who, so far from speculating upon the bounties 
of the Government, had on all occasions evinced the most disinterested 
patriotism and ardent love of country, by encountering every danger, hard- 
ship, and fatigue, in defending the frontier during the late war, and the 
savage invasions and attacks which have always retarded and embarrassed 
the settlement of that country. 

Mt. D. thought it a great mistake to suppose that it was a gracious 
bounty to allow a man to purchase a tract of public land to include his 
improvements, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. Ho said, if a 
tract of land was given to such settlers, it would scarcely compensate them 
for the privations and hardships they must necessarily encounter, who give 
up all tlie comforts of society to settle a new country. These settlers had 
to overcome diflaculties which most gentlemen in Congress knew nothing 
about." 

"And if it was true that settlers who were unable to pay for the land 
had sold these improvements, was it a fit subject for the taunt and attack 
made by the commissioner, and so earnestly and warmly urged by the gentle- 
man from Vermont? Certainly not. Is it possible that any oificer oi this 
Government, or any member of Congress, will seriously urge that the poor 
man who penetrates the forest, subdues it by his labor, reduces it to culti- 
vation, and builds a house on the public land, shall have nothing for it? 
What other public officer ever staked his reputation by recommending that 
the house and improvements of a poor man should be sold to the highest 
bidder, and the Government pocket the money obtained by the profits of his 
labor? Yet such is the effect of the commissioner's recommendation. And 
this is not all. After recommending the sale of the lands, and opposing the 
grant of pre-emption, he tauntingly and insultingly recommends that these 
"intruders and trespassers be left to the local ^tribunals of Justice." Sir, said 
Mr. D., what man acquainted with the brave and enterprising men who havo 
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Aled all ol our (ronller Slates, can read Ihiu report without feelings ot 
llgnatKin?'" 

Mr. Duncan replied to certain detailed oWections tbat had been 
Jsed and mnde a sjiet'lal plea for niakiug poeeiole the Eale of land in 
&t)' acre tracts, a provision which "will, aa it is mainly intended, beneUt 
the puur, by, fuuUing every man who could raise fifty dollars to secure a 
home for his family. 

Tlie bill finally passed, ll'J to 44. 

In the next aeseion the old discussion as to pre-emption was reviveil 
H proposal to extend the act of 1B07 to prevent settling on public lands 
itil authorized by law. Mr. Duncan on February 20, 1833, spoke as 
follows : 

"He objected to revivtng a law which had remained near torty years a 
dead letter on the Btalue hooks; uu act which had never and could never be 
enforced. Public opinion had long since tUed the seal ol reprobation upon 
any attenipt to punish Individuals lor settling or trespassing as it Is called, 
upon the public lands. Suits bad nflen been brought under this act and tbe 
resull had universally been, Ihal the Government paid the coat. He was In 
favor or extosdiag the power of the President to lease the mines west of the 
Mlesisslppl on the same terms tliat those east ot that river are now leased, 
^ch a policy would receive the sanction of the people; would produce a large 
~~— "le; and be the mtans o£ iireaerving tlie timber, and of husbiindlwg the 
'ceB of the country. 

e waB opposed to the bill on account of the impoBsiblllty of enforcing 

principles It contained, and the vexation and violence which he thought 

certainly ensue II un attempt should be made to enforce It, under the 

now pursueil In relaliou io iho mines east nf tbi- river He ^aiU 

In the power of the Qovernment ngcnt to protect the timber aud mines 

waste; nnd when tlint country ia oflered for sale, which must soon be 

it would command a high price, alter having paid, in rents received 

the mines, largely more than the original cost of the whole country. 

U not very favorable to the teasing system; It would be much better 

I these mines as soon as possible; and the Committee on the Public 

ids agreed with htm on that subject, and bad reported a bill for selling 

tiie mineral lands east ot the Mississippi. Itut one thing is certain, 

tbe enterprising citlxens of thnl country cannot he kept out ol this 

'1y Bcqulred territory; and it was a iiuesilon now to lie settled, whether 

should admit every good citlsen, or by attempting to exclude all, only 

H Ibnae who are independent of, and will disregard all laws."* 

The lead niinoN around Galena were authorized to be sold by the 

ideiit in a bill introduced .Tuni; o, 1834. On thi,^ subject Duncan 

"The people of Illinois felt a desire tbat the country should be perma- 
mtly aetlled, rather tlian leased out as It now was. Under the present 
rstem, the expense of leasing was said to he nearly equal to tbe avails from 
B leases; and. in the meanwhile, the lands were ruined by the operation. 
WH who leased them, trenched tbe country iu all directions and threw out 
a clay over the soil, so tbat, when they gave it up, It was in many places 
milered wholly useless for agricultural purposes. Whereas, were tbe lands 
~] Inalead of being leased, they would bring a high price, both on account 
if the Dilneral riches they were known to coniain, and on account of the 
frUlIty of the soil. But after the land was epolled by the diggings, that 
ivered It like tbe tracks of so many moles In a garden, it would bring little 
(^nothing. As property oE tbe United States, it was beoomlng less and less 
iJuable every day."' 

■ Ocnitc, IVbnlMt. 93 CtmKress, 1 Rtiesioii. 
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In the closing days of his eight years of service in Congress Mr. 
Duncan spoke again on June 13, 1834 on the land issue, his favorite 
subject. There is something inspiring in the picture of the representa- 
tive from Illinois in Congress defending consistently all these years the 
rights of the sturdy settlers in Illinois. It should entitle him to recog- 
nition in the histories of his State. His last speech on this subject is 
similar to others but, as the dust and oblivion of years have rested on this 
epoch of his life in Congress and as it gives more details of the picture 
of the early settlers of Illinois, we will quote a part of it : 

"He said * * * his constituents were no speculators; those who 
settled on the public land were generally poor men, or men in moderate 
circumstances, who live by their honest labor, and had no other view of 
settling than to secure an independent home for their families. They were 
no trespassers. They had been encouraged to go on and improve the public 
lands by the repeated acts and settled policy of the government — a policy 
well known to be as favorable to the sale of the lands and the public interest 
as it is just to the settler. It was owing to this wise policy of inducing 
the hardy sons of the west to encounter all the privations and hardships 
Incident to such an enterprise, that the seven new states in this Union owe 
their unexampled prosperity. Who, he asked, ever heard of a wealthy man 
leaving ease, luxury, and society, and going into the forest, as our enter- 
prising settlers had often done, at every sacrifice, encountering the wild 
beasts and savages, and depending for the first year or two upon the rifle 
for a precarious subsistence? He never knew an instance; and he believed 
if the vast valley of the Mississippi had never been settled until those able 
to purchase the land should become the pioneers, that it would not have 
reached its present state of Improvement in a century to come. He con- 
sidered it the interest of the whole Union to adopt a liberal policy in dis- 
posing of the public domain. To build up great and prosperous communi- 
ties, he said was, infinitely more important than all the gain that ever had 
or would be received into the treasury from the sale of these lands. But, 
he said, his friend from Alabama (Mr. Clay) had plainly shown that noth- 
ing had been gained for many years by selling the lands at auction; it had 
added nothing to the treasury, though it had some times been the means of 
oppression to the settlers. He said he considered the present as a question 
whether this government is willing to sell the poor man's improvement to 
the highest bidder, and put the profits of his labor into the public treasury, 
which is now full to over-fiowing. He could not believe honorable gentle- 
men, understanding the subject, could ever consent to such gross injustice. 
Much objection, he said, had been made to this bill on account of an idea 
which had been suggested, that some persons might make specplations by 
taking up mill-seats, ferries, etc. He had no doubt some instances of the 
kind might occur; but in all probability, if this advantage was not secured 
to the settler, it would be reaped by a combination of speculators, who gen- 
erally contrived to pay no more than $1.25 per acre to the government. 
Mills and ferries, he said, are necessary to the settlement of the country, 
and those who first establish them are entitled to great favor; and no im- 
provements could be of more benefit to the public."* 

He believed it would be found to the best interests of the govern- 
ment and permanent improvement of the country, to allow the settlers 
to select their homes as soon as the land was surveyed. 

On June 14, 1834, Mr. Duncan writes to the Alt/)n Spectator^ from 

the House of Representatives : 

"The pre-emption bill has just passed and only waits the President's sig- 
nature to become a law. This bill is more favorable to our settlers than any 
e^er passed. It revives the act of 1830 and continues in force for two years 

*Cong. Debates. 23 Congress, 1 Session. 
* Published July 1, 1834. 
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I this Lime whfeh will give the settlers, virtually, 2 years to pay tor 
lands, both on landa now subject to entry at private sale anri those 
have not been offered at public auction unless thf'y shall sooner be 
by the proclamation ot tbe President 
Thli! act given tbe right ot pre-emption to all who are setLlers at its 
passage and extends the act to those persons who were settlers on the public 
land tn 1S29 and who were deprived ot their right by the construction placed 
on the law by the Secretary of the Treasury, We had a warm debate In the 
Houso of Representatives which lasted six hours hut It passed by a large 
majority. 

The question of internal improvements was constantly to the fore 

(inring JaekBon-'e mlministratioii. Ti> the roprfscntativc of a eparsely 

sttllect frontier State like Illinois, knowing the isolation of the communi- 

tie^i tha difficulties of travel and of bringing the produce of the farms 

to market, the importance of a National road connecting the different 

parts of the country wits almost n necessity. The taxes of the State, with 

"\% government owning eight-tenths of the land and not allowing the 

id to be taxed fof Ave years after it was eolO, would be inadequate 

build the necessary roads for many years. Mr. Duncan does not seem 

have gone the lengths of some of the politicians of tbe day in advoeat- 

government assistance, bat he asks for a liberal interpretation of 

law. 

We find a few speeches on tins subject in the Congressional Debates. 
March 1. 1831. Mr. Duncan *|H>ke against the toll taxKS of the 
rational road in Ohio, irhich would exempt her own citizens and throw 
Ui6 cost of keeping the road in repair upon the peopli; residing in the 
ites west of Ohio : 
"It would drive the' constituentB. and all the people west of the Ohio. 
from this road as they could not and would not pay so unjust a tax especially 
road was made by compact and out of the fundu oE Indiana, Illinois 
and Missouri as well as Iboae of Ohio. He could see no hope for lita constllU- 
:ept to tax the citizens of Missouri traveling to tbe Atlantic cir.ies. 
[ would make It impossible for bis constituents to drive their stock 
this road."' 
The bill passed and toll gates were permitted. 
On .Tune 17, 1834 tlie question of the CumberlsuJ road came np and 
Mr. Dimcan said : 

"It was a high, a vital object to connect this almost unbounded country 
by roads and public highwaya and especially was it the duty of the govern- 
ment to overcome great natural obstructions — such as separate tbe west from 
the eastern section of the country. Such improvement would make us a 
united, prosperous and happy people."" 

The last speech of Mr. Duncan recorded in tiie Congressional De- 
bates wns on June 24, 1&34, an amendmi.-ot proposed by him to continne 
the act incorporating the present bank of the United States for twenty 
years with certain limitations and regulations. "He rose to support his 
idment with greiit reluctance at a moment *vhen members were pre- 
ig for their journeys home." 
'He was governed by no fi-ettngs either favorable or unfavorable to the 
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In the slightest degree interested in it. He could not be charged with having 
any political object in view in introducing his' amendment; he believed 
every member of the House would acquit him of such a charge; ho was 
governed by no such motives; his object was now, as it had been on all 
occasions, when called upon to act in that House, to do the best for his 
constituents and country, according to his Judgment, without reference to 
party. He had taken part, it was true, in some of the political struggles 
in the country, and would probably do so again, but his conduct, as a Repre- 
sentative, never had been, and never should be, governed by any such con- 
siderations. He cared less for who was in power than for the manner In 
which it was used by those in whose hands it was placed, he had never asked 
or received a favor of the government, and never would while he was 
honored with a seat in Congress. 

"He was opposed to any plan making the State or local banks the treas- 
ury of the nation; it could answer no good purpose. The million and a half 
of dollars of broken local bank notes now lying useless in the treasury, with 
the numerous banks which are daily breaking or stopping payment, had 
taught him they were wholly incompetent to answer the purposes of govern- 
ment as fiscal agents, but admitting them to be safe, who does not know that 
they cannot furnish a sound and uniform currency? He was alarmed at the 
array of local banks springing into existence in several of the states last 
winter, after the removal of the deposits, and when the downfall of the 
United States Bank was considered probable. It reminded him of the host 
of spurious banks which rose up, like mushrooms, in a night, after the wind- 
ing up of the old bank of the United States. From 1812 to 1818, he said, 
the country was literally inundated with their paper, until the best Judges 
of that day could not tell a good note from a bad one, or whether the bank 
had a location in fact or only in the imagination, as very .many of them 
were the production of speculators on the public credulity. Hundreds, nay 
thousands of poor men were swindled and suffered much then from the 
dreadful derangement of the currency, and he was greatly surprised, after 
so much experience, and with such an example before us, to see so large a 
party in this country, and in that House, disposed to place the currency 
In the same fearful situation. He knew the evils too well to give such a 
measure any support. 

But sir, said Mr. D., if the United States Bank is put down, the embarras- 
ment to the west will be two fold. Their sales of produce are made in the 
south, at New Orleans, where specie, which is too cumbersome to carry, or 
the local currency, must be taken in payment, and their purchases are 
made in the north. Thus subjected to a double discount upon their money, 
it must fall heavily upon the products of the country. But this is not all. 
The large cities contain all or nearly all the capital employed in carrying 
on commerce, and they will receive no note of the west except at a very 
heavy discount. This was the case in the days of unsound currency previ- 
ously mentioned, and would certainly be the case again. But, sir, said Mr. 
D., the evil does not stop here. While there is no uniformity or confidence 
in the currency, people can neither travel nor emigrate to the west. No 
man will venture to sell his property in one of the old States for local bank 
notes, and start to the west, uncertain how soon the bank would break, or 
being certain, as he would be, that he must change his money with a broker 
at the line of each State through which he was to pass. Such a condition 
of affairs must retard the settlement and improvement of all the new States 
again, as it did from 1819 to 1826, a period of the greatest embarrassment 
he ever knew, and which was occasioned by the previous deranged state of 
the currency. The general confusion which, in his opinion, would certainly 
grow out of the proposed destruction of the United States Bank, presented 
to his mind a fearful picture of the future condition of the country. 

"He said some such measure as his was necessary to give relief to the 
country from the pressure now felt, and which must, in his opinion, inevit- 
ably increase, if the present bank should be compelled to wind up and collect 
in its fifty-four millions of dollars of outstanding debts. No new bank, he 
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^Hd, can be created until after March. 183B, and, of course, more than two 
^BBrs must elaiiee before a Bubstitute can be put into operation. Tble was 
^be of Uie reasons wliy he preferred to recharter. under proper rPslrictionB, 
^B« present bank: but tbis was far from being tbe only one; his bill proposed 
^K distribute nearly Iwn-thirds of the stock among the states, and be knew. 
^v observation, that the lilgb credit of tbls bank would secure to the sto»k' 
^Blders a larger dividend and more certain proQt upon tbeir capital, tban 
^Ky new bant:, witii a prudent charter, could possibly do: aDd, by making 
^■le States interested, additional stability and character would be given to 
^Ms Institution, 

^F "He was of opinion that Congress should have the most unllralled power 
^B^ Investigate all the books, accounts, and official acta of tbe bank and Us 
^Ulcers, and had endeavored, by a provision in Ms amendment, to secure that 
Bn ght In (be fullest extent, and punish any ofOcer or director of the bank 
^Vbo should oppose such nn investigation. But, sir. said Mr. D., suppose alt 
I tbe dangers to exist, and the abuses, as alleged, to be true, was this an argu- 
l^oeni against tbe value and Importance of the bank? What created beins 
Hbf Institution, he asked, had ever existed, that was capable of doing much 
^Bbod, Ibat was not also capable of doing great harm? Was It not the perpona 
^Blecled for tbe management of the bank, and not the bank It3«iir. that had 
^Kven such offence? If its officers bad ncted improperly they rould be dls- 
^Miced: It was to his mind no argument against any Institution, and especl- 
^Bly lo one that had performed so many Important services for the goveni- 
^Bent — an institution which was In fact tlie treasury, and the best possible 
^■Msury that could be established — an Institution, which kept the public 
^Boney safely, paid It out on the order of the Treasurer, without risk or 
Hftarge, at any point required: which had paid a bonus to the L'nlted States 
^K one million tive hundred thousand dollars, and by his bill was la pay 
^Mo millions more for the use of the public deposites and the benelils of the 
Hharier. He a*sked. has It not done more than all this for the country. In 
^Kmlshing the best currency in the world, belter than gold or sliver, for all 
^■pcimernlal purposes. Its notes being preferred In most CAses, and especially 
^fi large sums, to either? Had It not extended the commerce of the country 
^■grond all conception, by furnishing the means of carrying on and enlarging 
^^nde? Butlt nur steamboats, which. In proportion as they gave facility and 
^PbrapncBB of transportation, had Increased the value of lite products in the 
^■nt? He would not say that all of the prosperity which had recently spread 
^per and blessed every portion of the great valley nC the west was owing 
^K tbe means furnished by this bank for the improvement of the country 
^^^ carrying on commerce, or to the uniform and sound currency It had 
^Bpplled: but much, very much, of It was. 

^B Mr. Puucan sugfrested tliat if the allegetl misconduct of some fpw 
^B the officers were? « souiid argunieot af^ainst tlie bank itself, the same 
^Wght apply to othnr departments of goverument, but no one would seri- 
^■eiy think of iibolishing tiie Post Office Departinent in consequence of 
^■e ntiuses ohnrged to exist there. 

^B "It Is the duty of wise legislators, he said, to preserve the government 
^nre in all Its parts, and, as experience pointed out detects or abuses, to 
^Wctir>' them, and guard, by (iniely checks and limitations, against their 
Hbeurrence. and hy every possible means to keep tbe political and moneyed 
Bastltutlons as It let I net as possible. 

Ife regarded the bank or a bank of the United States as intimately ron- 

neitted with, and in fact a branch of the government; though but remotely 

under its control. It was almost as valuable. In the performance of its 

peculiar functions, as any other department, and iiion' i 

all the wants and Interests of society, i; . 
■Quired tlie jealous care and support of the N ' 

^ve nothing to do witli ptilltlcs iir pntlticRl 
ny circurastnnces, be permllt«d to conu 

Hlhln its proper sphere. The pollttcnl wbccl, in- -lu.i 
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no one could tell what party might be placed in power by its next revolution. 
If the party favorable to the present bank shall succeed, they, like most 
parties elected on a particular question, may recharter without those whole- 
some guards and checks which experience has shown to be necessary. On 
the other hand, if another party rises into power, much is to be feared from 
the establishment of a political bank, managed by and subservient to the 
ambitious views of government officers — a power more to be dreaded than 
the brandished sword of a tyrant. The one w^arns you of danger to come, 
while the other embraces but to corrupt and subdue. 

The present he thought a most auspicious moment for settling this great 
question. The parties were nearly balanced, and nothing could be done by 
either except by the consent of the other, on the principles of a compromise. 
He appealed to the patriotism of both parties to settle this important ques- 
tion of the currency without reference to former prejudices. It should have 
nothing to do, he said, with politics; and now, before the candidates for the 
presidency were brought out, he thought a bank might be established on such 
a basis as to secure the confidence and good will of every party and every 
citizen in the country. 

He had carefully reviewed all the opinions of the President, and believed 
his bill or amendment met and obviated all of his objections to the present 
bank charter, and could not doubt, should the amendment pass, it would 
meet with his approval. This, however, was to him a secondary consider- 
ation; he had discharged his duty according to his best judgment, and would 
leave other public servants to do the same."* 

With his vote in favor of re-chartering the United States Bank^ 
the independence of Mr. Diincan^s views and actions led to a practical 
withdrawal of his adherence to the Jackson party as then constituted. 

After the adjournment of Congress in July 1834, Mr. Duncan was 
detained in the east by illness in his family. The election for Governor 
occurring in August he allowed his name to be used as a candidate and 
received 17,349 votes to 10,229 votes for William Kinney and 4,320 for 
Bobert K. McLaughlin, Duncan's uncle. He was the only Governor of 
Illinois elected without electioneering or the making of speeches. Mr. 
Duncan resigned from Congress and returned to Jacksonville with his 
family in the fall of 1834. Up to the last year of his service he had 
been the sole Congressman from Illinois. In the last Congress he was 
one of tlie three representatives from Illinois, being clortod from the 
northern district. 

CHAPTER IV. 
Governor of Illinois, 1834-1838. 

After an absence of eight years in Congress, Mr. Duncan returned 
to Illinois in the fall of 1834 to take up his duties as governor. Some 
old letters and notes make clearer his relation with state ]X)litics and 
the gradual growth of his dissatisfaction as to Jackson's policies and the 
final severance of his relationship With the Jackson party. 

The year 1834 was a confused period in Illinois politics, as previous 
to this time, factions had formed around leaders or groups of leaders. 
A contemporary notes : *'It is difficult to catch the hang of parties here 
for although there is considerable party feeling there is ver}' little party 
organization.''^ Mr. Duncan was not alone in his change of political 

* Cong. Debates, 23 Congress, 1 Session. 

•Dr. Pinley from JacksonviHe, IHinois, letter to Representative Duncan, May 
^ 18S4. In family paoora 
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There was a small but strung mmoril) v<\u> from llie iinlent nd- 
IratioQ of General Jackson, Hie laau who "was to reform all abuses," 
me a disappointment in his acts as President especially when be came 
toder the influence of his "kitchen cabinet" uud Van Buren. 

Before the inauguration of President Jackson, Mr. Dtinean notea- 
in his diary "Called to see the Preeidenl, He savs he will remove no officer 
on account of hie political opinions, unless he has used his^ oltice for the 
[urpose of electioneering. He appears liberal and 1 agree perfectly 
"i his views." In his note book Duncan writes: 
"Policy of the Jackson party up till 1830 and— 
One Presidential term. 
Economy. 
Retrenchment. 
Reform of all abuses, 
Prevent, officers interfering in elections. 
Hold officers to strict accountability." 
When Jackson unnounctid his candidacy for a second term and more 
1 he selected liis successor, Van Buren, it was self evident, from 
ivions knowledge uf the man. that Duncan would never accept, against 
i judgpment and conscience, the dictates of the Jackson party jis it 
I now become. 

In a letter published in the Western Ohserver, June 14th, 1831, he 
[plains his views : 

"Mkny complain that I have not suffleleQily supported the parly in my 
« Id Caugress. To such I would bay, I have invealigated every suhjecl 
1 which I have been called upon lo act. with a sincere desire of olitaininK 
ict Intorinattoii. My voles have been governed by my best Judgment. 
1 ardent wi.th lo promote ibe true Interest and honor of the country. 
It regard lo what either party aupported or opposed. Having been 
1 to observe In early lite that a man who had firmnesa and Independence 
lOugh (o do right In high party times though condemned by the ambitious 
Id selflab demagogue Is certain to be sustained by the patriotic and honor- 
Ue men of all parties. I was at no loss what course to pursue when I 
IBtered Congress. 

That man who Is so weak or so wicked as to vote under the influence 
of parly feelings, pr party discipline, will be compelled almost every day to 
abandon his principles It be has ever assumed any— the interests of bis 
consiUuenta — his own honor — and his Independence — and I envy them not 
Ihe pralee they may receive Irom any party."' 

Mr. Duncan "had maintained a policy of independence towards 
Mkson'a measures for which in 1831 he had been criticised at home. 
Ho voted to pass the Mayvillc turnpike bill over Jackson's veto."' How- 
p tills criticism of his independent attitude by those who still eup- 
^rted Jackson did not prevent his being re-elected to Congress in 1832 
phis election as governor in 1834. 

The debates of the last session of Congress that Mr. Dnncan at- 

^ded, are interesting as showing the trend of his votes irrespective of 

»rty lines. On February, 1834, he voted with Adams and lie Whigs 

'■ f the estension of pensions to revolutionary soldiers. In March he 

ted with the admin istrji Hon to "appoint a Committee of Ways and 

I, In tnmUy papers. 
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Means to inquire into the expediency of a plan accompanied by a bill 
to reduce the revenue to the necessary expenses of the government/' In 
June he voted for the re-chartering of the Bank of the United States. 
Here came his final break with the Democratic party. 

Later great capital was made by the Jackson men of this "defection" 
of Duncan's and he is spoken of as a "traitor," etc., to his party. He 
was simply an independent thinker with the courage of his convictions, 
a man who refused to follow blindly party leadership. 

Ford has written of this period more graphically than ajiy contem- 
porar}' man and as he was a political opponent of Duncan his views 
of the latter's change of party cannot be accused of flattery, or partiality. 
"A public man has a perfect right to his own opinions and predilec- 
tions. Governor Duncan was a brave, honest man, a gentleman in his inter- 
course with society, and possessed a rare talent for conciliating affection 
and inspiring -confidence. But his great error was in becoming attached to 
a party and a cause, in the first instance, without knowing the principles 
by which he was governed. Thousands of others were in the same predica- 
ment, many of whom, both before and after Governor Duncan, left as he 
did, when the Jackson party began to be developed. ♦ ♦ ♦ Without as- 
serting that Governor Duncan was right in his change, for such would not be 
my opinion, yet it would seem from his example and many others that it 
would be better for politicians, if they could reverse the order of their ex- 
istence, come into the world in their old age and go out when young. He is 
to take a party name and, however, much he may afterwards become en- 
lightened, or parties shift ground, he is never to change, under penalty of 
being branded as a traitor to his party. But perhaps this is one of the means 
appointed by providence and implanted in man's nature to keep the opinion 
of the governing party united and give some stability to the councils of 
Republican government."^ 

The gradual affiiliation witli the Whig party as more nearly repre- 
senting his views offered a target to his political opj)onents that con- 
tinued during future campaigns till his death in 1844 and that has 
affected his reputation to an astonishingly important degree in the liis- 
tory of Illinois. The long life of service to the State and a marked 
integrity of character, is lost sight of in view of this change of party 
alliliations, or rather the chance it gave his political opponents to warp 
the acts of Duncan's life, both public and private. 

The four following letters give an interesting, gossipy i)icture of 
life in Illinois and especially of the political situation before the election 
of Governor in 1834. Tliey were written by a cousin, James C. Finley, 
who had come from the east to take charge of Mr. Duncan's affairs in 
Jacksonville while he was in Congress. He speaks of himself as a mere 
observer, asking no political favors. 

The letters begin with the building of the Duncan house in Jack- 
sonville which was started in the fall of 1833. The house known as 
Elm Grove is still standing in the midst of the half circle of stately elm 
trees, planted by Mr. Duncan. 

On November 9, 1833, the masons were going on very well with the 
foundations. 

"I send you by mail the last number of the Illinois Patriot, in which 
you will find a very ungenerous and insidious attack upon you about the 
United States Bank and the Patriotic money. I remonstrated with Edwards, 
[Editor of a paper in Jacksonville] upon the propriety and injustice of 

*Ford, History of Illinois, pages 75-77. 



Hfeovlattug Ihe iwo but his bands niipear to be tied by a smal) faction liere 
^Bo are very bitter against you and who are probably urged oa by men wbo 
^BUld like to preserve sonie terms with you. The report has been very 
^^BUstrfouGly circulated here that you announced youracif hostUe to Ihe 
^^nk a few days before you left Jacksonville, Judge Bvaus asserts that, 
^Hn winter, while you were boliIluB out to your friends here that you were 
^B favor of the bank, he beard you Rsy to President Jackson, that yuu cun- 
^■n-ed with him fn bis objections to the bank. He and Bredan are very 
^Rtey upon your Inconsistency about the hank. Coddlngton says he saw a 
Hul of the Patriotic notes In Wilkinson's store as large as bla ana, and 
BB&vards says he is totd that you pay your agents 6 per cent for passing 
Wiem off. The idea they are trying to pass upon the people Is this: That 
Wsbu say you see ao much corruption In the politics of the country, that you 
^ntalder the cause of the Republic desperate and they think you are disposed 
HK come In for your share of the spoils: they say further, that the Patriotic 
^Knk will lend you a large amount of money, say perbapa 1100.000 at a very 
^Bw iniereKt— 3 per cent — perhaps for aoUilng, for the sake of getting their 
^btea In circulation, and that you, for the sake of producing a scarcity 
^K money and compelling the people to take them, win use your influence 
^B put down the IT. S. Bank and that you have put out the present i'mall 
^Blount as a feeler (o see how the thing will take. Hardin has taken the 
^Hitter up warmly in your behalf and wrltlen a reply." 
H On November 30, 1833, Dr. Finley writes: 

^B "* ■ • Crawled up to the post office to hear the news and as the mall 
^Bs not closed I will take time to add a few more lines to a tetter I have 
Bpeady put in the otOce. I there found a pretty considerable crowd of people 
Bod among them Evans and Edwards, The former was very polite and 
Billable and the subject of the bank being Introduced he expressed his 
Engret that bis name had been dragged into the controversy and gave such 
Kb Tcrslon of the conversation and controversy as at once cleared you from 
^OTery susptcion of duplicity In relation to the bank business. When f lold 
^feSwards of bis version and reminded him of the caution I had given htm 
^Bout giving credit to so improbable a tale, he blushed tike a damsel of 18 
^Ben ber sweetheart first popped the iiuestlou. He affected a great deal of 
HkDdor. however, and promised to retract everything that cannot be sue- 
^Hned. ■ ■ > There la nothing kept secret here and men appear to take 
^Bprlde In revealing both their own secrets and the secrets of their friends." 
HT On December 2:, 1833, Dr. Finley writes: 

BP "Cassete saw the man today with whom he contracted for the hewed 
HBtnber and says that they are all ready for delivery and will be on the 
BETOund by the nrst ut January. The additional timbers requisite lur the 
uew plan will delay them but a Few days. I am very much afraid that delay 
Bujl arise from Johnson's disposition to procrastinate. He now prumises 
^E commence on Monday and run the mill night and day until your bill Is 
Hnplete. 

^B "As regards your reply to Edwards I am at a loes to know whether to 

^Blbllali It or not. The attack waa evidently gotten up by one or the other 

^U tlio two parties here— the Prosaer or the Ixickwood party — for the purpose 

Iw Intlraldallng you on the bank question or forcing you to take sides. 

Hpoor Edwards of whom It is dltncult to sny whether he la most the object 

P«t rompJUstoD or contempt, has been evidently a mere nutomaton In Ihe 

' ftltalr; and now that his advisers are disposed to shrink from the position 

of principals, feels himself in a moat unpleasant altitude. He now wlshea 

to suy that the publication was Intended as an act «I kindness to you In 

order that surmises and Insinuations which were secretly circulating much 

a your Injury might be brought before the public in an attitude iliat would 

u a. fair opportunity of meeting them. An office of charity, so un- 

Unkful, as I Intimated to him today, that u prudent man would very 

Bllliigly leave Ihe conferring of li lo other;. Mrs. Edwards says iliat she 
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opposed his having anything to do with it until she made herself sick 
about it. 

"The active movers have been Gillett, Gorden, Hedenburgh, Bredan and 
Forsyth and Dr. Jones, the most insolent, self-conceited and contemptable 

that ever passed current in decent society. Gillett, a strange fellow. 

He appears to be, and I believe is, your personal friend and would be happy 
to do anything to serve you, but he probably thinks that he has a large 
pecuniary interest In the rechartering of the bank and that he has reason 
to complain of you for disappointing your constituents on the subject of the 
bank. Forsyth is "the respectable merchant" referred to in the Banner 
who said you offered them money if they would circulate it in the country 
but not to pay debts at Pittsburgh. Besides the clamor raised by the 
politicians, the merchants have pretty generally taken a stand against the 
nioney, principally because they supposed it had been placed in the hands 
of other merchants to whom it would give facilities for transacting business 
that they would not possess. Commercial Jealousy therefore may reasonably 
be placed to the account of much that has been i^aid. 

"All persons here are prodigiously anxious to ascertain the political 
course you mean to adopt. Some from one motive, some from another and 
some from no motive at all. It appears to be the intention of all to let you 
run for Governor without opposition. If you side with them they are will- 
ing to receive you with open arms but they intend to hold themselves as 
loosely connected with you in order that If you take sides against them they 
may take advantage of the difficulties which surround the Gubernatorial 
office in this State to break you down and deprive you of what they suppose 
to be the ultimate object of your ambition — a seat in the United States 
Senate. 

"As we are now on the subject of your political relations, I will remark 
that intimations have been made to me that an attempt is being made to 
injure you by secretly circulating a report about the Meridosia lots which 
is represented as being very much to your discredit. It is said that you 
gave no consideration for these lots and therefore your taking them can be 
considered in no other light than as a bribe to do that which you were 
already bound to do by the relation between you and yoifr constituents. 
The individual who related this to me (a^ an act of friendship to you to put 
you on your guard) named Hackett as one of his authorities, who told him 
If he would call at his house he would exhibit to him the most satisfactory 
evidence of the fact. This Is one of the things Eklwards alluded to in his 
publication as something much more prejudicial to you than anything which 
had yet appeared. As an evidence that the purchase of the lots on your 
part was not bona fide, it is alleged, that the contract was to be null and 
void if the preemption right was not obtained within a certain time. I 
declined making any inquiries about It, as my Informant wished, because 
I saw nothing to be gained by doing so, but I mention it to you because 

I know that great pains have been taken to obtain certificates to 

[torn] when the time comes. I saw Hackett a few days ago and inquired 
about the deeds. He had neither received them nor knew why they were 
not made out. 

'•We have had Mills here lately electioneering, Williams, too. a member 
of the Senate from the Military District, called here on his way from Van- 
dalia and was very anxious to organize an Anti-VanBuren party upon the 
principals of the bank, the Land Bill, etc. Jones and he have written to 
Casey upon the subject and would have liked to have written to you upon the 
subject, if they could have taken the liberty. They promise to build you up 
a party and establish you a popularity that will last as long as you live. 

"But I have so much to say about politics that I am forgetting what I 
doubt not will be much more interesting to you— your private business. 
How high do you want the windows of the first story from the fioor— I saw 
Hawkins yesterday going after some of your cattle which had been strayed 
since you left here. ♦ ♦ ♦ The scarcity of money in this country Is 
"nezampled." 



W January 94th, 1834, Dr. Finley writes: 

I "As HackelC was disposed tn be very surly and Hardin was absent 
Kn Kentucky I got Walter Jones to Inquire into the cause of tlie delay in 
Khe acknowledgements or those deeds. He cauglit Hackett at Brochen- 
Borough's disruaaing the matter In tull Divan. He told him that tl)i;re was 
■no cousideralion paJd (or the lots and that Mrs. A. T. C. was unwilling to 
Kpnvey tiieir dower Furihormore he stated that a fellow by the name of 
(Btetea, who claimed the right of preemption, is maktne arrangements to 
commence suit againsi the whole of you tor the whole of the land." 

"• • • I told Hawkins nothing about your being willing to give lilm 
additional wages. He Is very attentive to your interests and anxloua to se- 
cure your approbation. Hia labors, it is true, were very great for a few 
weeks while he was gathering In the corn. • • • Your cattle, horses and 
mtUes are in very fine order. Your Kentucky stud that you bought of Price 
departed this life very suddenly a few days ago. We have Iniiuired every- 
where for Block hogs but have only been able to Bnd ten. 

The Springfleld papers have sent some a proof sheet of your letter In 
■advance of their paper. The whole thing has so perfectly died away that t 
^UODght it perfectly unnecessary to publish your iettpr to me. Jones la a 
Bool, so perfectly made up In every Joint, and the public consider it uuueces- 
nary to answer him. Poor Edwards baa suffered a thousand deaths, and la 
bo humble and penitent that 1 am glad you touched him lightly. He has a 
■fiundred limes requested me to explain his feelings to you and tell you that 
■ftll he published was Intended as a pure act of friendship — merely to appraise 
nou of the rumors that were afloat. It the opinion of the leading politicians 
Kean be relied upon you are very certain to get three-fourths of the votes 
■si this country, although the Gcutllons of the Kitchen Cabinet will all la- 
wfluence against you. * * * I could tell you of other things equally 
neurlous, but you have seen too much of this business for it to have aught 
Hf interest to you. It is fortunate tor this part of Illinois that there are too 
Kmany aspirants for office for the present Rtate of things to contloue. Prosseu 
Bknd Turney and a host of men of their level are aspiring to CongresE, and, 
^^ecause May has pre-empted the ground as the VanBuren candidate, are 
HfeternitDed to come out against the whole concern. 

■ By the way why has your name never been formally announced as Gov- 
mmor?' The Editors say that your name has not been announced and some 
Bel your enemies are very industrious in conveying the impression Ibat it is 
■grour Intention to withdraw from the field In favor of your uncle. Edwards 
nnd Jones are both annluus to come out for you. Will you permit them 
mfo announce you? • • • The pressure on the money market has been 
Bvery ttevere and I regret to say that I have not been able to collect any for 
Hfou although I have made considerable effort to do no. 

■ The Sangamon Journal has taken a very scurrilous notice of your letter 
Hliid published an article, also, intimating that you will not be a candidate 
Hn opposition to your uncle, and that Kinney and McLaughlin would be the 
Emiy candidates for Governor. This article is signed "A friend to Mc- 
Erftughlln" but It doubtless conies from a friend of May's who wishes either 
Ro make you occupy such a position as wlH remove htm from all appre- 
hension that you may oppose him or to Injure your popularity, by leading 
Khe people to suppose you mean to play a double game upon them. Evans 
Kt this county, is to be the candidate for Lleuienant Governor. 

m_ "'In speaking of the appointment of your brother you say that it was 
Knade In opposition lo your recommendation, This, all who are acquainted 
^wlth your uniform policy will readily believe, but some color is given lo a 
Bufferent statement by an assertion that you told Weathertield you were 
Kuthorl'ied to make the appointment and had the commission with you. 
Bt may never hr used against you, but if W. is hostile lo your election It will 
^norhaps he prudent to be on your guard. 









18S). give 



150 

Mr. Dunean^s reply to the attack of the two editors, to which Dr. 
Finley refers, is dated Washington City, Dec. 16, 1833. He explains 
the circumstances under which he had borrowed a small sum from the 
Patriotic Bank, and to settle the question as to whether or not he had 
misled Jackson on his position on the U. S. Bank, Duncan went directly 
to the President: "* * * In addition to my own clear knowledge 
that it is false I called on the President a few days since and asked him, 
in presence of General John Carr, a member of Congress from Indiana, 
how he had always understood my opinions to be on the question of re- 
chartering of the United States Bank — to which he replied that so far as 
was known to him, they had always been in favor of rechartering it, and 
said, though we had differed, he always regarded it as an honest differ- 
ence of opinion, etc."^ 

February 15, 1834, Dr. Finley writes : 

"Great efforts are being made to bring General Henry out in opposition 
to you for Governor. Other instruments are said to be at work to bring 
him out in opposition to May for Congress, ivho are the movers in these 
things I know not." 

The latter part of the following letter is important as a contem- 
poraneous view of the confused state of politics. 
On May 27, 1834, Dr. Finley asks : 

*'Have you any idea when Congress will adjourn or when you will be 
home? Dunlap has two fine young mules, a' year old that he offers for thirty 
dollars a piece. Do you want any more? 

In politics we have a perfect calm. Every man is going for himself 
(with the exception of one or two who go for their party) and avoiding 
excitement as far as possible. It appears to be a very general opinion here 
that you will not receive less than three-fourths of the votes both of this 
and of Sangamon and so strong is this impression said to be that although 
the friends of Kinney were sometime back pretty tolerably noisy, not a 
candidate for any oflice ventured to electioneer for him openly. ' 

Mills is here very confident of success and May is expected here daily. 
The latter trying to ride Jackson and the former trying to saddle him with 
VanBuren. With what success I know not. It is difficult to catch the hang 
of parties here, for although there is considerable party feeling there is very 
little party organization. The Clay party go for you very universally. Of 

the Jackson candidates Henry and Cloud go for you. Wy [rest of 

name torn], Weatherford profess to be neutral and May complains bitterly 
that his opponents try to sew him up with VanBuren. So much for politics. 

I will be very much obliged to you to send me the African Repository, 
commencing with the present volume, and the last annual report." 

Into the midst of this political upheaval and to a state greatly in- 
creased in population, rapidly losing its pioneer spirit and becoming 
identified in political and commercial interests with the East, the newly 
elected Governor returned after eight years in Congress. 

The Legislature convened in Vandalia December 1, 1834. 

A contemporary describes the scene, "Yesterday, last night, all night 
nearly this town has been a scene of busy, buzzing bargaining, etc. It 
is said 150 persons, some from the most distant parts of the State [are 
seeking] for the appointments of Sergeant at Arms of the Senate and 
Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives.* 

^ Alton American, Jan. 30, 1834, copied from Sangamo Journal. 
■D. J. Baker to Kane December 1, 1834, copy Library of University or 
nUnolB. 
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Finother contemponiry writes uu Deeenibur 20, 1931 ; 

, *"f!ie ]Kililienl charncter of the Legislature of Illinois may properly 

^ttniatecl U) tie about tiO for tlie ik<liniui»tratioit niul 2t agaiust it."' 

1 his tirat jnessage Governor Duncan speaks of being abeeut from 

Ale "a greater part of the last seven or eight years on public 

ike most messages the reTOmmeudutious are gwicriil but tliey show 

'hJ« contintied iutt' rested in land questions and education. He speaks of 

lllinoiti aa being among the first states to abotii^h imprisomueut lor debt, 

and feels "that the time has now arrived to continue this policy stiil 

ler" and to exempt the homestead from execution "so as to secure 

Ltamilips of the unfortunate against those casualities and misfortnnea 

rhich we are all liable," 

Most fitting for the man who iutniduced the lirst bill to provide 

public schools in Illinois, his first message should discuss education, 

lending that the fund of over one hundred thousand dollars which 

'State then possessed for education sliould be divided up. by a system 

ie devised, and applied to the purposes of education leaving '"to those 

after tj^e rich revenues to lie derivHl from the lalids. canals 

and other improvements, to form a permanent fund for the purposes of 

" ication," lie also urges the establishment of colleges, lie advocates 

'setting apart the entire revenue arising from it [ the canal ] for the 

lution of educntion." 

I'he distinction he draws between the general government allowing 
l-eniption right on public lands, which he advocated during his sen-- 
iCe in Congress, and the Slate, "under a mistaken view of the object and 
condition of the grant and of what was due tlie public and the nation 
who gave them" granting pre-emption claims to the settlers on seminary 
lands, shows his regard for law. "It should he the duty of the Legisla- 
ture on the contrary faithfully to execute the trust conlided to them and 
tQ sell those lands which were given for the common benefit of our ciU- 
^^Bfi, for the full value which their quality or location may impart to 

^^^V One of bis arguments in favor of the beginning of a generiU iiystem 
^^^poternat improvements seems to have shown foresight. The S^tate ,was 
; Bt present so sparsely settled that the "road, tracJcways, railroads and 
canals, can be made straight between most of the important jioints with 
very little expense and difliculty, compared with what will result, if their 
^^ution is postponed until lauds increase in value and settlements are 
^^ned." 

^^H My attention was caught by the use of a word in this message and 

^^f} in other speeches, which in the pioneer days is unusual. There was 

much said of "virtue, enlightenment, liberty,*' but here our eye is caught 

by the simple word '"bcnuty." Improvements for "the convenience, 

beauty and commerce of our country," It is a thought to which we are 

t just awakening in recent years — to presence the beauty of the land 

T with tile utilitarian iiii|irovrnienf?. The idea was evidently a defi- 

B in Governor Ihincnn'w muni as he had used it three years before 

lOBUp to K«nii Dtcembtt ;o. 1831, copy tjbrory ot llnlversUy of lUlnolB. 
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in a speech in Congress on internal improvements, reference to wliicli 
has already been made. 

It makes one realize the distance we have travelled in inventions 
to read that the Governor in 1834 considered canals as more useful than 
railroads, which **are kept in repair at a very heavy expense and will last 
but about fifteen years.*' This was written in the year }sew York was 
about to construct her first railroad from the Hudson liiver to Lake 
Erie. On November 8, 1838, just before Governor Duncan retired to 
private life, he rode on "the first locomotive that ever turned a wheel in 
the Missi.<sippi X'aliey ' a distance of eight miles from Meredosia on the 
"Northern Cross Line" which was to connect the Illinois liiver with 
Springfield via Jacksonville.^ To the man who had travelled by boat 
and on horseback up and down the State when it was a wilderness this 
must have been a wonderful experience, the beginning of a new and great 
era. 

The next subject Governor Duncan took up in his message, was one 
that he knew from actual experience, "The ease with which our prairies 
may be brought under cultivation." "The fertility of the soil which 
yields a rich product, its lightness renders it easy of cultivation, while 
its depth almost certainly secures the prudent and industrious farmer 
against those vicissitudes of the season which so frequently destroy the 
crops in other countries." The canal connecting the Great Lakes with 
the Mississippi was to provide an outlet for the farm produce raised in 
lUinois. He advocated a steamboat canal, a plan which the engineers of 
today regard as the only practical one. 

He warns that the "utility and success, as well as its expense [of the 
canal work] will depend upon the kind of improvement that the Legis- 
lature shall adopt and upon the plan of its construction." 

With a realization of the troubles ahead he closes his message with : 

*That we should be divided in opinion on these great questions of power 
and public policy, which have recently divided, and which are agitating the 
whole nation, and threaten to shake its center, is no more than is to be 
expected. 

In conclusion permit me again to urge that no party spirit shall be per- 
mitted to distract and interrupt our councils, or to interfere with our duties 
and obligations to those we represent."* 

From this distance of time, one cannot help but admii:e the imagi- 
nation of these men who built for the future of Illinois, a future that 
exceeds their dreams. I quote from the Nicolay-Hay Life of Lincoln: 
"They addressed themselves at once to the work required of them and 
soon devised, with reckless and unreasoning haste, a scheme of railroads 
covering the vast uninhabited prairies as with a gridiron. The scheme also 
provided for the improvement of every stream in the State on which a 
child's shingle-boat could sail; and to the end that all objections should be 
stifled on the part of those neighborhoods which had neither railroads nor 
rivers, a gift of two hundred thousand dollars was voted for them, and with 
this sop they were fain to be content and not trouble the general joy. To 
accomplish this stupendous scheme, the Legislature voted eight million 
dollars, to be raised by loan. Four millions were also voted to complete the 
canal. These sums, montrous as they were, were still ridiculously inade^ 
quate to the purpose in view. But while the frenzy lasted there was no 
consideration of cost or possibilities. These vast works were voted without 

-Historical Encyclopedia of niinois, Bateman and Selby, p. 360. 
Senate Journal, Dec. 1, 1834. 
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[Sout aurveys, witboui any i-bUoDuI c«iibi3 
PteoBitj'."' 

Tlie Stute was "■ithmiif liuhl and with tliese visions of thi? future "llie 
sat pleny of money had made every one morally dmnk.'" 
Govomcir Duncan's Orsl uominatione were confirmed by tlie Senate, 
when on Fehruary 12, 1895, he folioweil the nomimilion of Kdward 
'9 (IS Pvesidpiit of tlie Board of Canal Commissioners with that of 
1 II. Hardin as Commissioner and Treasurer, the latter waw defeated 
j a vote of II to 12. liuter William Linn was coufirmed for the oiKoe 
^0 to U." (lovf-rnor (.'ok's^ was at tliii^ time in Thiladeiphia and was 
y)ointGd a spt-cial representative of the State to visit eastern cities and 
^tiate the loan. He was unable to do this without the credit of the 
Latur a law was passed, authorizing a loan of half a million 
jSlars on tlie credit of the State for the building of the canal- Governor 
mean went east in 1836 and negotiated this loon. He paid bis own 
benaos, "refusing to receive compensntiou therefor, because he believed 
r 80 doing he would be virtually offering violence to the Constitution 
f the Stale."* 

Only a few family letters of this period have been saved and utifor- 

toately they tell of the meeting with relatives, and old friends instead 

} the boBiness and political side of the journey. For instance he writes 

1 Philadelphia, April 10, 1838; "T saw Governor Coles. last evening 

Uld went with him to a literary club where I met many of the first ciU- 

a and spent a delightful evening." Here^iet the two men who had 

tamed the first law creating public echonls in Illinois in 1835, who had 

' ten rival candidates for Congress in 1S30, and now were both interested 

I the canal project. If the historian could but have heard their re- 

'iniccences and their views on the questions of the day! 

Governor Dunciin weni iin to New York whem a few items in his 
Hers show tbat domestic troubles existed then as now: April "iO, 1&36, 
E will do all I can to send you some servants. R. Dyson expects .lOO 
Baigrants in one of his ships and thinks I can get some to suit." 

April 23 ; "I have partly sold soine of my land and am in great hopes 

[uething can he done with the Hailrnad. If money was more plenty 

pere woulcl be no doubt. I dine at home today, (he second time since 

Yesterday I had three invitations and am engaged several days 

jxt week, so you see I am likely to be well fed." The servants did not 

pterialiEe but he is not deterrwl from extending western hospitality, 

[he writes a few daye Inter. May S; "Mr. Alexander Hamilton and his 

pe start to Illinois in their own carriage in n few days on a trip of 

I have invited them to visit you and remain in our house while 

V stuy in Jacksonville, As they are the first people here I know you 

1 be pleased to entertain them. I have dined with them twice since 

p been here. They live on Broadway in verv- fine style."" 

May S9, 1R36: "I hope to start tomorrow — I have taken a feat in 

E stage at Albany for Tiir^day morning nnd have a stateroom on the 
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steamboat Michigan which leaves Buffalo on the 4th of June for Chicago. 
I was never so heartily tired of New York. Nothing is so much talked 
of as a scarcity of money and as I came to raise money, it is of course a 
disagreeable subject to me." 

On July 4, 1836, work on the canal was begun with a great celebra- 
tion at Canalport on the Chicago River. Before the close of Governor 
Duncan's administration the entire line of canal was under contract 
except 23 miles between Dresden and Marseilles. Financial difficulties 
augmented by unwise extension of other internal improvements in the 
State, also by the financial panic of 1837 and the failure of the State 
Iknk in 1842 delayed its completion till 1848. "Itself the cause of more 
than one-third of the enormous debt that threatened to drive Illinois into 
bankruptcy, the canal furnished the means of escape from impending 
ruin. The canal played an important part as a commercial route before 
the use of railroad transportation. Its influence on economic develop 
ment of the region was even more marked as attested in growth of popu- 
lation, industry and commerce in that portion of the State from 1835 
to 1855. It not only transformed a wilderness into a settled and pros- 
perous community but it made Chicago the metropolis of the Mississippi 
Talley. For half a century the influence of the canal was felt as a trans- 
portation route and as a freight regulator."^ 

"During the Civil War the canal was a great factor in meeting the 
transportation demands of that period. From 18()0 to 1880 the records 
show this canal not only h'kndled a large tonnage but its revenues were 
sufficient to more than pay its cost of construction and o])erating ex- 
pen ses.''- 

In his message to the Tenth Annual Assembly of Illinois December 
5th, 1836, Governor Duncan tells of his efforts to negotiate the loan in 
the east for the Illinois and Michigan Canal. He took a loan of $100,000 
at 5 per cent advance, but did not consider the terms favorable for a 
larger loan. He calls attention to the act of Congress directing the 
deposit with the states of the surplus revenue of the United States and 
suggests that this be placed in a fund for internal improvements. He 
again urges the establishment of "a general and uniform system of in- 
ternal improvement in the State," and again urges a general law pro- 
viding that the State may take a certain amount of the capital stock in 
all canals and railroads. He reports that contracts have been let for the 
construction of several sections of the Illinois and Michigan Canal and 
from these it appeared the cost would exceed the estimates, but adds, 
"The work is of the highest importance both to this State and the United 
States and no ordinary difficulty or expense, should for a moment deter 
us from its vigorous prosecution." 

In this message the Governor called attention to the educational 
needs of the State in a passage already quoted in connection with his 
school bill when State Senator in 1825. 

Governor Duncan then takes up certain questions of vital national 
interest, the chief of them being the "spoils" system of President Jack- 

> niinois and Michigan Canal by James WiUiam Putnam, Ph. D., University 
of Chicago Press, 1918. 

' Inland Waterways and Transportation Costs by Mortimer Q. Barnes. Chief 
Engineer. Division of Waterways, Department of Public Works and Building^ 
State of Illinois. 
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1 und what lie eoiisiilered tlin duiigeroua assiunplion of power by the 
National executive. Uu this point, he sa^s: 

'■Under our lUierol. free aud happy (orm ol Bovernment ihe people 
Neea all power, elect aad cause all officers to be elected or appointed, and 
as ft tnalter ot conveulence alone It is made the duty of the Presiileot of the 
United Slates, wBo le not the government, nor Ihe "fountain of honor, and 
Who may do no wrong," to nominate, and by and with advice of the Senate 
(Vblch 1b made a check upon hia appointing power) to appoint all public 
officers. It Is a principle of our declaration of rights, that all governmonls 
should be Instituted tor the good of the governed, and for the public officers, 
or the party who happens to be called by the people, to administer ita alTairs. 
If these axioms be true, then the claim set up of late by a political parly 
in this country, that the appointment of public officers and patronage of the 
government la given to the President of the United States for the purpose 
of suBtaJnlng his authority and extending his power and Influence, is unjust 
and fallacious. To sanction the power of the President to remove men from 
office for an Independent expression of opinion, or an honorable opposition 
to his measures, is a species of oppression and proscription wholly incom- 
patible with the spirit of our government. When the public officer is ap- 
pointed for bis support of the party In power, he knows that hia retention 
'U office does not depend so much upon his qualifications and Hdelity, as on 
'le xeal nnd ability he displays at elections, in supporting bis party. If the 
■resident may thus fortify himself, who does not see the lafluencp he can 
lerelse over the people, either to extend bla own power, or to build up and 
Iptuhlish that of bis favorite. Should this new principle obtain, and It he 
dcbowledged that the executive branch ot the government is to exercise 
Ich unlimited power over the destiny and liberties of tlie public officers, 
bd they become at once a trained band, backed by all the influence ol place 
bd the money of the country, to corrupt, manage, and plunder the people: 
Hch principles are not more novel in our country than they are dangerous 
> i(a liberties." 

He ohji'pts lu the priueiples involved in the President's protest 
\fi\ast the authority of CoiigresH to question his official conduct. 

He wbjecta "to the cliief executive putting himself iii possession of 
! public revenue to completely that a man hv the name of Whitnev, 
■private individual bound by no bond or oiith uf office, and whose char- 
pier would seem to disqualify him from holding any public trust, has 
nd the acknowledged direction of the whole public money for several 
. which amounts to near $40,000,000." The reference is to Reuben 
, Whitney who in 1836 became agent for the deposit banks which re- 
ived tlie deposits removed from the United States Bajik. 

Keeping in mind the contrast between Jackson, the hero, and Jack- 
fbn, the autocrat. Governor Duncan continued: 

"It la Immaterial whether the President in assuming this power was 
actuated by a desire to break down Ihe restraints that the Constitution Im- 
posed upon his authority, or hy those high and patriotic principles whii'h 
Influenced him to set at nought the law and Constitution in ISl'i at New 
prleans when the safety of the country called for all hla energies. The 
uestlon now to be settled Is, whether this power does or does not belong 
9 the executive branch of our goverumenL" 

The Governor objects further to the President's abuse of the power 
t removal, due to the building up of the system of patronage which has 
bcouraged men "who make politics a trade for the purpose of managing 
he voters nt elections and procuring an office by which they may subsist 
nthout work." 
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"Indeed such are the temptatioDs that this patronage holds out to allure 
our industrious and virtuous citizens from their honest occupations that the 
inordinate love of oflBce is rapidly becoming one of the prominent vices of 
our country. The long cherished principle that oflBces in a republic should 
never be accepted unless freely given, and never declined when freely offered, 
is only remembered as the phantom of an idle dream." 

This power can also b^ used to "influence and dictate" the oflBcial 
conduct of officers, thus putting into jeopardy "the life, liberty and prop- 
erty of every citizen." 

The Governor looked with alarm on the improper influence over the 
freedom of the press by the appointment of so many public printers in 
the states, and the appointment to other offices of "a long list of violent 
party editors." 

He calls attention to the President's frequent appointment of mem- 
bers of Congress to high positions, thus directly reversing the position 
he held before his election as chief executive. 

In closing the Governor emphasizes his policy of placing the good of 
the country above party : 

"In presenting these subjects to your consideration, gentlemen, I have 
discharged what I consider a solemn duty, and should the manner or the 
substance be unpleasant to any individual, I shall regret it much, and can 
only say that nothing is further from my wish or intention than to excite 
any party feelings (which I consider the bane of our government), or to 
wound the feelings of the most sensitive. They are grave and important 
subjects, and however unpleasant the task, we must meet them fearlessly 
and frown them down, if we would not have them considered precedents 
for the conduct of future administrations. 

Now that this election is over, and all party strife, it is hoped, has 
ceased, and a new administration is just coming into office, appears to be 
the most auspicious moment for a calm investigation and safe decision of 
these objects. They can only be decided by public sentiment expressed by 
the Legislatures of the several states, and by the people in their primary 
assemblies and upon that decision in my opinion, depends the fate and 
future destiny of our Free Republican Oovemment. 

In bringing these subjects before you I have been influenced by no 
ambitious views. The principles are intended to apply without distinction. 
Actuated by a sincere desire to sustain and perpetuate our free institutions, 
I leave the subject with you, gentlemen, praying that patriotism, virtue and 
harmony may guide your deliberations."* 

In the House, that part of the Governor's message that related to 
the general government was referred to a committee. The report, pre- 
sented December 23, 1836, concurred with Governor Duncan in his 
^^road and republican principles," but was convinced never-the-less that 
the President had the right of removal. Hardin led in the defense of 
the Govornor, but the report was adopted, 57 to 24.- 

A few letters written to Mrs. Duncan, who remained in Jacksonville 
during the winter of 1836-7, indicate that Governors, even in those days, 

had their troubles. 

December 7, 1836. Vandalia. 

"I have had my message printed and will send you a copy but it is un- 
certain when I will deliver It to the Legislature as they have not been able 
to elect a President of the Senate. Davison and Hacher are tied. 

"I want it understood by all the hands on the place when they have 
nothing else to do that they are to cut down the underbrush in the grove 

* Senate Journal. Dec. 5. 183C. 

* House Journal, 1836-7. 
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Id pile It ui). Mr. Linn and Dr. Blackmail have gone to tlie State House 
to attend au Internal Iniprovement meeting." 

"I hope Mr, Bnrber will find time to set out trees all round the yard 
this winter and In every place round and through the front lot also." 
December 18, ISSH. Vandalia. 

"■I would come lor you if I could, now the snow Is so fine for sleiehlng. 
But I cannot leave liere until the appropriation bill paseea which will not be 
much berore 20th or 25th. • • » poIly Ann [Mrs. Unnt wants me to 
tell Anna Maria [Caldwell] to bring some of the girls with her. for company, 
as there are no young ladies in Vandalia." 
January 22, 1837. 

"I was truly disappointed that Judge Lockwood came In the slaee IbbI 
nlgbt without St. Clair. * * • I moat sincerely regret that there Is so 
much difficulty in organizing ilie new church. I feel determiner! to go for- 
ward. As to the nuinbere with which we twgln It Is less than no objection. 
0«d has promised that where two or three are gathered together In His 
Name. He win he In the midst of them. I have always thought there were 
too many Christiana InSuenced hy tasblon. so If we have hut few and these 
unpretending christians to begin our church, we may feel our weakness and 
thereby be taught humility. I assure you I would prefer organizing our 
church with Mr. (Jowdy as the only elder than with ten rich Influential men 
to tut such offices. For my part I like small beginnings. 
February 19, 1S37. 

"Anna, Mrs. Hardin, and Lncy wese to have gone In the stage but we 
have bad a violent snow storm and the stage driver says that they cannot 
go, indeed I very much doubt if they get away from here before March. 

If you get word of the blue grass seed being at Merldosia I want a learn 
sent for it tmmediafely as It should he sowed as soon as possible. There Is 
little hopes of the Legislature adjourning on the 6th of March, thcugh 
they have Qxed no day and it is quite uncertain. This la my own opinion 
only. 

Tlio DeAt letter slumlil be a Bufficient refutation of the political 
largea brought against liim by some of his political opponents that he 
,nned the railroads so as to increase the value of his own land, 
February 23, 1837. Vandalia. 

"The Legislature la progressing belter with their business and will proh- 
y adjourn by the fith of March. You want to know If 1 cannot hurry 
lem, eertntntp not, as they have generally made it a point to oppose all ity 
■ rftct and recom.mendo(ions. They have passed a bill to construct several 
railroads which will add greatly lo the value of some of my property, but as 
I think it was had policy, I intend to vote against it today. In the council ot 
revision, 

I suppose the girls are at home safely. Tell Lucy that Mr, haa 

rn here twice, Anna's beau has not looked towards the house since she 
it, that I know o(. but is still in Vandalia. You may lell ihem alHo that 
ive slept quietly ever since they left. Not even a door shutting or a 
id laugh to Interrupt me." 
The Council of Revision on February Sri. 1337, returned the bill 
Jed, "An Act to estalilish and maintain a general Kystem of Internal 
pnivcnients." To llu- ohjectioii^ of thu niher mciiiljerii of the Cmuicil. 
eraor Rimcnn riilded "The under signed concur in returning the bill, 
the reasons given by Judges Brown and Lockwood and in addition 
iects to the bill on the ground ot expediency. He is of the opinion 
,t such works can only be made safely and econoroicatly in a free gov- 
ment bv citizens and by independent corporations aided or authorized 
the govern riient." The Internal Improvement I'ill became a law Feb- 
^"^ '537. In reviewing this period Ford writes, "It is a singular 
I (li.. f.-nlith .in.l i'iiiii,.n.i Trii'M^urej. which have ever [in^.-^'^d au 
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• 
Illinois Legislature, would have been vetoed by the Governor for the 
time being, if he had possessed the power. The laws creating the late 
banks and increasing their capital by making the State a stockholder 
to a large amount and the Internal Improvement system, would have been 
vetoed by Governor Duncan. In all these cases the veto power would 
have been highly beneficial. The Democrats helped to make the banks, 
but the Whigs controlled the most money which gave them the control 
of the banks.''^ 

"Governor Duncan took a conservative attitude on the question of 
Internal Improvements. He favored the construction of the Illinois 
Canal but urged that other improvements be left to private initiative. 
He joined with the Council of Revision in their unsuccessful attempt to 
prevent the adoption of the so-called "system" of 1837 and on the State 
banking system took a similar position. He opposed the chartering of 
the State Bank but was again overruled and his administration closed 
in the shadow of a great financial depression which began with the panic 
of 1837.'^= 

The Legislature adjourned March 6, 18'37, but the condition of the 
country was such as to require a special session during the summer. The 
tide of immigration had been flowing into the State by road, river and 
canal, and had been overtaken by the panic which followed the fever of 
reckless speculation. 

A vivid contemporaneous description of the scenes in Chicago when 
the speculative boom was rising to its height, was written by Harriet 
Martineau, who visited Chicago in 1836 and drove out as far as Joliet 
to see the "prairies.*' A negro, dressed in scarlet and mounted on a 
white horse, announced the sales to the crowds in the streets. "The im- 
mediate occasion of tlie bustle which prevailed, the week we were in 
Chicago, was the sale of lots, to the value of two millions of dollars, along 
the course of a projected canal.'' She was struck with wild land along 
a canal not oven marked out, selling for more than rich improved land 
along the Erie canal in the Mohawk Valley. She calls the rage for 
speculation a "prevalent mania" and said the bursting of the bubble must 
come soon. She mentions one lot bought for $150 in the morning sell- 
ing for $5,000 in the afternoon. She does not worry over the speculators, 
but she is sorry for the young men and tho simple settlers.^ 

The panic of 1837 caused the banks throughout the United States 
to suspend specie payments and in May the banks in Illinois were in 
difficulties. Governor Duncan called a special session of the Legislature 
in July, 1837. From his point of view these disasters were to be attri- 
buted to the evils resulting from the removal of the government funds 
from the bank of the United States. In his message of July 10, 1837, 
he contrasts the former prosperity of the country with the present "al- 
most universal bankruptcy, in prostrating alike its business, its energies 
and confidence." He traces the causes of the evils to find out the remedy 
for them. "The inquiry, however, is important and useful, as the dis- 
covery of the cause not unfrequently suggests the remedy." 

*Ford, History of lUlnols. pagre 189. 

* Governors' Letter Books. 1840-1853. Greene and Thompson. Illinois His- 
torical Collections, Vol. VII. page XX. 

•Printed in Fergus Historical Series, Chicago, No. 9. See pages 37-8. 
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"In the midst of the disasters which have already fallen on the com- 
mercial world and which are still threatening us on all sides, a favorable 
opportunity occurs to escape from the perils of that system of Internal Im- 
provements adopted last winter, which to my apprehension, is so fraught 
with evils, and for the reason assigned when I refused my assent to the 
enactment passed in its favor, as well as from existing pecuniary troubles 
and derangements, I now recommend its repeal. Let the present pernicious 
system be rescinded, and in its stead adopt the safer, the more generous, 
more economical, more expeditious, and in every respect the preferable plan 
of encouraging private individuals and corporations by suitable aid from 
the State." 

"The Public Treasury must again be firmly placed in the custody of the 
law, and all power and control over it by the Executive of the United States 
must be repudiated, a violation of law to collect the revenue in one quarter 
of the country in specie only, and in another to collect in bank paper. The 
patronage of the EiXecutive must be reduced, and his power to remove public 
officers modified so as to prevent his displacing a faithful and competent 
man, either to gratify party malice or to intimidate him in the free and 
independent exercise of the elective franchise. 

"Party spirit in its mildest form has ever been found an enemy to Lib- 
erty and sound legislation but when it is the offspring of ambition and 
avarice, directed by designing bad men in high places, it begets a blind 
devotion and infuriated zeal which shuts the door against all reason, justice 
and patriotism. No power must be allowed to exist in this country superior 
to that of the people, or that does not acknowledge the supreme and in- 
flexible authority of the laws as the rule of action both for the President 
and every other functionary of the government."* 

Tlie House by a vote of 52 to 31 and the Senate by 19 to 11 laid 
on the table the bills for the repeal of the Internal Improvement Law. 
"So here ends we hope forever the opposition to our noble system of im- 
provements, the Governor to the contrary."- 

By a vote of 42 to 24 the House passed resolutions disavowing the 
"truth of the charges of Governor Duncan in his late message that the 
present calamity in the moneyed concerns of this country is the result 
of the General Government upon its currency." Among the men who 
sustained the Governor were Lincoln, Stuart and other prominent Whigs. 

There is a relief in the midst of the general depression to find a 
record that Governor Duncan was following his favorite hobby about 
jDolitical appointments. He informs the House that they violated the 
19 Section of the 2 Article of the' Constitution by two appointments 
to positions in the State of men who were members of the Legislature 
i>n(\ nl«o increased their salary contrary to law.^ 

Tliis respect for the authority of the law runs all through his private 
as well as his public papers — as we have seen in 1830 he wanted the man 
wlio shot his brother in Louisiana "to have strict justice done him and to 
employ such council as will insure a fair trial." In the exciting times 
of the anti-slavery agitation Governor Duncan wanted the law respected 
bv both sides. 

The Alton riots occurred in the fall of 1837, resulting in the death 
of Elijah Parrish Lovejoy. The Governor was not called upon to exercise 
his authority. 

He writes to an abolitionist, Rev. Gideon Blackburn, on December 
12, 1837: 

» Senate Journal. July 10. 1887. 
>The State Register July If, 18S7 
"House Journal July 10, 18S7, plii 
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"The outrage at Alton must be disapproved and regretted by all good 
citizens, and nothing has happened within our peaceful State that has filled 
me with so much regret as this event. The restless spirit of the people of 
the United States, so frequently developed of late in mobs, has made a deep 
impression on my mind and is evidence that all is not right with us. 

I hold that no power in this country is superior to the law, and that a 
violation of it with impunity is impossible without giving a serious wound 
to the liberties of the people and impairing the strength and value of our 
free institutions; but little, however, you must know, is left to the executive 
branch of this State government in such cases, as all offenders are to be 
tried by the courts and juries of the country, which is the only safe tribunal 
to entrust with such power. ♦ ♦ ♦. 

While thus condemning mobs and all sorts of lawless violence, which I 
do from the bottom of my soul, for I believe they are never necessary and 
generally Judge and execute their judgements improperly, to say nothing 
of the violence done the law and the Constitution which is an attack on the 
rights and liberties of every citizen and especially the poor and the weak 
part of them, yet I must at the same time express my decided disapprobation 
of any attempt while the public mind is in such a state of excitement, to 
agitate the question of abolishing slavery in this country, for it can never 
be broached without producing violence and discord, whether it be in a free 
or slave state. I confess I am one of those who believe it will neither be 
consistent with sound policy or humanity by a single effort to free all the 
slaves in the Union, ignorant, vicious and degraded as they are known to be, 
and then turn them loose upon the world without their possessing the least 
qualification for civil government, or knowlec|ge of the value of property, 
or the use of liberty. ♦ ♦ ♦. 

Mr. Lovejoy's death was caused by a lawless mob and whether he killed 
the first man or not, they were aggressors and must stand condemned in the 
eyes of every virtuous and peaceful citizen. I am bound in candor to say 
that I disapprove of Lovejoy's determination to persist in the publication 
of sentiments that had driven him from St. Louis and twice before had 
caused the destruction of his own press in Alton; ♦ ♦ ♦ I cannot, how- 
ever, from my knowledge of the man, for a moment doubt the purity of his» 
motives. 

You call Mr. Lovejoy a martyr. I consider no man entitled to the dis- 
tinction of martyrdom who is the first to shed blood and who dies with 
arms in his hands." 

Later, Governor Duncan wrote a letter to the president of Illinois 
College, on a report that abolition principles were being taught in that 
institution : 

"Believing that it is wrong, morally and politically, for any citizen or 
public institution to teach or advocate doctrines or principles in this country 
which can not be carried into practice peaceably without violating the Con- 
stitution of the United States, or forcibly, without civil war, the risk of 
disunion, and the destruction of our free and happy government, I can not, 
with my present convictions of the course pursued by its faculty, consist- 
ently hold any connection with this institution."* 

As the report was disproved this letter was not sent. 

Governor Duncan disapproved of slavery as "a great moral and 
political evil." Like many other Kentuckians in Illinois, Hardin, 
Browning, Mather, etc., he hoped a peaceful solution could be found to 
end slaverv. It was while Mr. Duncan was Governor that Abraham Lin- 
coin, on March 3, 1837, just before the adjournment of the Legislature, 
introduced into the lower house his famous protest, stating that "the 
institution of slavery is founded on both injustice and bad policy^' and 

* Julia Duncan Kirby, Biographical Sketch of Joseph Duncan, page 54. 



161 

.•ontinuing: "The promulgation of abolition doctrines tends rather to 
inereas(» than abate its evil.s.''^ The first of these declarations of tlie 
young Lincoln is frequently quoted; the second is apt to be neglected. 

Mr. Duncan did not run for Governor in 1838. Thomas Carlin 
was elected. 

On December 4th, 1838, on retiring from office, Governor Duncan 

addressed the Legislature again on the Internal Improvement policy — 

the same as before — recommending "the Illinois and Michigan Canal 

as a national highway to be kept as free as the waters of the Mississippi, 

or the St. I-^awrence;" admitting that many mistakes had been made, 

as "in a country almost entirely destitute of skill and experience in 

such works, was to have been expected," objecting to public officers being 

used by politicians for purpose of influencing the elections, urging a 

fcOiLud money system, and closing with : 

"In taking leave of you, gentlemen, allow me to offer the assurance of 
my sincere good wishes and friendly feeling for every one of you. The vio- 
lence with which I have been assailed, by my political opponents, during 
the whole time I have been in office has caused no rankling in my bosom. 
The plain manner in which I have felt it my duty to speak of what I sin- 
cerely believed to be errors, and abuses, of the party now in power, I knew 
well would bring their vengeance with all its force upon me, and had I loved 
ease and office more than my duty, I should have chosen a different course. 
But I owe too strong a debt of gratitude, to the people of Illinois and hold 
the Constitution and freedom of our country, in too much esteem ever to 
shrink from the discharge of my duty." 

Thus ends his public career of fourteen years. 

CHAPTER V. 
Eetirement to Private Life. 

The Christmas of 1838 found Mr. Duncan at home in Jacksonville, 
a private citizen after fourteen years of continuous public service. The 
friendship and respect of his fellow citizens, a beautiful home which 
was the centre of hospitality and which today maintains its dignity of 
structure, a large and growing family of children, lands, farms and 
cattle, all promised a future of quiet and ease. 

Mrs. J)uncanV reminiscencos givo a vivid picture of th(*ii: early life 
in Jacksonville whither she had gone in 1832, dressed ""in white India 
muslin dress and long sky blue sash.^^ No wonder ])eople asked "what 
brought you so far from the city out into the wild country. I said, 
^my husband, I followed him/ People were kind but they appeared very 
rough in their home spun clothes but I learned to love and appreciate 
them after living among thoiu. Wherever 1 went they turned my tmnlv 
inside out, tried on all my clothes and admired them generally. It was 
funny and often annoying to have .them cut patterns of every thing they 
could, often ruining them past use. 

*** * * Jn two days we came into town and there being a small 
hotel and court in session we slept in ]\lurray ^IcConnel's oHice. The 
next morning the otFice was filled with men before 1 got out of bed and 
it was with difficulty I got a chance to dress. Next move was ^Irs. 

' Nlipolay-Hay, Lincoln, Vol. I. page 14'). 
— UH 8 
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Matthew Stacey'^ garret where it was so low I could not stand up to 
dress. I am only 4 feet 5 inches so you can imagine the height of the 
ceiling. After that we removed to the country three miles east of town, 
Mrs. James Kerr. We lived a good deal on peaches. Maria (the nurse) 
used to drive for me and we took old Tom and the two boys and came 
in for my husband every night while he built me a small frame house 
one mile west of the square. It was completed in four weeks from the 
day it was commenced. Three rooms and an entry. It was beautifully 
situated. It was opposite the college which was only the south wing. 

* * * 1830 was the winter of the deep snow. In the morning when 
1 looked out of my cottage window it was above the sill. Mr. Duncan 
was in Congress. His mother was with me. Eunice Conn was with me 
yiat night and she cried, thinking she would be buried alive in the snow. 

"The next fall I went to Washington with Mr. Duncan. James 
was 2 years 7 months old. He died at Wheeling, Virginia and we buried 
him on the hill in sight of the river. I was very ill at the time. 

* * * When I arrived in Washington they were all grieved that 
James was not with us — none more so than Peggy who had his little 
chair sitting in the window for Mm." 

Tlie summer of 1832 was spent in the east and on account of the 
cholera in Washington City, they went to Mrs. Anne McLaughlin Myers, 
Mr. Duncan's aunt in Greencastle, Pennsylvania, where their daughter 
^Mary Louisa, my mother, was born. The following summer they came 
west, finding the cholera in Jacksonville. Mrs. Duncan writes: 

"We entertained Mr. T. M. Post, nephew of my beloved pastor, 
Eev. Eeuben Post, the same that united us in marriage, the same that 
found me a girl very fond of dancing and gay society and that led me 
to give it all up and be a Christian it being one of the requirements 
of the Presbyterian Church. Though I felt sure in regard to simple 
dancing, my father's views on that subject were correct, for in my child- 
hoods home after we had our dance, at ten o'clock the piano was closed, 
the servants called in, the family bible opened and although we used 
Rouse's version of the Psalms, singing of the dolorous music, never 
affected unpleasantly our dreams, after kissing our parents goodnight, 
we retired refreshed in body and mind. 

"Mr. Post came to us the day Mr. Duncan had a barn raising. 
About twelve or fifteen men were to have their dinner. Mr. Duncan 
constructed a table out of planks nailed to the trees back in the grove* 
and the men stood around it. I sat on a chair placed on a box to bring 
^ me up on a level with the rest of them. Maria was a good cook and 
gave them a good meal. Mr. Post enjoyed our little home after the long 
journey from the east. He spoke of waking in the night and passing 
his hands over the linen pillow cases and sheets and feeling as if he 
was in heaven." 

It is interesting to read Dr. Post's description of this same scene, 
written in 1884 when he was a noted preacher in St. Louis. He had 
intended to follow the profession of a lawyer and was tempted to settle 
in Richmond, Virginia, "attracted by its social culture, and advantageous 
inducements offered me by Senator Rivers but through the influence aiid 
representations of your father I was induced to determine I would vi 
him in Illinois before permanently settling elsewhere. In view of ' 
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3 ever refrarded your father as one through whose inflnence 
(Dvidence has pefmauently touched the history of my life, turning its 
ff toward ft new world and fixing its field in the then far west. 
"In pursuance of this plan, in May, 1833, I visited Jacksonville, 
inois. then an extreme out-spttlement toward the Northwest. In this 
1 I found your father at his home, not far from where the family 
BBidence now stands, about one mile from the town, which was then a 
1 village of log cabins. His home, a small initial pioneer istruc- 
re, quite shanty-like compared with those which afterward arose in 
I place. It was the only attempt at a wooden frame dwelling I can 
riow recollect in that vicinity, I remember as I approached it I was 
much struck with the contrast it presented to your mother's former 
luxurious Burroundings and delicate culture, and to your father's repu- 
tation and reality of proprietorship of great wealth; and I saw I was 
Idng upon the beginning of a new world. 
"I found your father and mother under the shade of large trees 
i front of tlieir house, surrounded by a company mainly of crude, 
lugh, stalwart men with manner, garb and speech of plain and quite 
" nitive type, witli bronzed strongly marked, shrewd faces, the back- 
jodsmen political leaders of the newly emerging commonwealth. It 
Jfas near the dinner hour and rough tables were set in the shadow of the 
fcfty trees. Then, ns we gathered around them, I shall never forget 
f your mother, a little delicate brave woman, solitary amid that 
bompany of men, arose and as your father was not at that time a oom- 
hunicant of the church, nffored thanlcs and aeked thp divine blessing 
1 our repast. The scene and the incident give us a glimpse of the life 
those times and are also chnracteristic of the Christian heroism of 
rur mother. I sliaU never forget it. It affected me permanently in 
fcrioiis ways, besides impressing me ever with a high admiration for 
r Christian principle and bravery." 

Mr. and Mrs, Duncan returned to Washington for the winter session 
[ Congress. Mrs, Duncan was ill during the summer of 1834. She 
rites, "In the fall without any electioneering my husband being elected 
r of Illinois we came west I" remain.' He brought me on a 
Bring bed in a close carriage, another carriage followed with my three 
.aildren, Cousin Anna Caldwell, an English wet nurse for Nannie. John 
BeClusky, an Irishman came as driver and remained with us 14 years 
a more faithful man never lived. We came to the cottage till the large 
i completed, James Finley we had got to euperintend the 
llildiog. He changed the plans of the size of the windows and doors, 
irliich I always regretted. We moved into the house in the summer of 
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^Daniel Webster made us a visit in 1837. My husband gave a bar- 
becue in our grove in his honor. They roasted a steer whole. Webster 
made a speech which was as eloquent as his always were, calling out 
cheer after cheer, from his delighted audience.^' 

Dr. T. N. Post of St. Louis describes this occasion in a letter written 
Dec. 23, 1884: "* * * One evening of unique and memorable in- 
terest I distinctly recall spent by myself and my wife with your father 
and mother and Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Webster and their daughter, at 
your father's house. Mr. Webster had changed somewhat since I had 
seen him in Washington, in the pride of his strength in the great con- 
stitutional battle of the Titans, wrestling with Calhoun and those of 
his school. Time, with its work and wear and worriment, was telling 
somewhat on him, yet still his stalwart strength was on him, and per- 
haps his manhood, as well as his ambition, was never greater. I shall 
never forget his conversation with me on the ^^ook of Job*^ that evening, 
by your father's fireside, and he will ever continue as one of the grand 
historic figures I met with in those years in your father's home of 
princely hospitalities."^ 

The hospitality of the house was imbounded; and Mrs. Duncan's 
diary shows no surprise at relatives and friends "dropping in" for a visit 
of several weeks though there are occasioned requests for Christian 
patience and fortitude to cope with the difficulties of housekeeping. The 
tradition of an old colored cook who said "Massa Joe, all this here house 
needs to be an hotel, is the hanging out de sign," is verified by an entry 
in the diary of 1841. "For the first time in 6 months we ate breakfast 
and dinner alone. In the evening Mr. Norris the gentleman who is to 
deliver tlie lectur-e on the orphan asylum, accompanied by Mr. Wilkinson 
came to remain a week with us * * * both very agreeable gentle- 
men," and a few days later — "Had the pleasure of 3 friends coming 
unexpectedly to spend the day with me, had the meat of a bear for 
dinner but cannot say that I would prefer it. 

"January 14, 1841. Took a ride with my husband in the sleigh 
with an unbroken colt and all the children," and a few days later, 
"attended a maternal meeting with my four eldest children. Was 
pleased with Mary and Ann Elizabeth answering so promptly their text 
in relation to keeping the Sabbath day. * * * The dear children 

has been altered by the addition of porches. The origrinal clapboards of black wal- 
nut have recently had the paint removed and are of a beautiful tone. All the 
furniture and china that has t-ome down in the family from this poriod are choice 
and beautiful. 

There is a small square mahograny piano, an unusual piece . of furniture to 
have In those days, and, with other articles shows a love of the fine arts. In this 
connection it is of interest to mention a large mahogany French magnifying glass 
with colored lithogrraphs of Versailles, St. Cloud and curiously enough one of Kirk- 
cudbright, Scotland (the home of Mrs. Duncan's father) a collection of eight 
FYench lithographs by Grevedon : a large mahogany centre table and book case 
with columns which tradition says were the work of a local cabinet maker, cer- 
tainly a good one: the glass in the small panes is primitive. Unfortunately all the 
books were stored and lost. 

There are beautiful pieces of furniture, silver and glass, belonging to Mrs. 
Duncan's father and the bills of lading show they either went by ship from New 
York to New Orleans and uo the Mississippi and Illinois Rivers to Meredosia and 
then by wagon to Jacksonville, or "avoiding the dangers of the seas" as one blU 
states, came by canal, across the mountains and down the Ohio River. 

With the exception of a short time when it was rented, the old house was occu- 

Sied by the family from the time it was built in 1833 until it was sold in 1930, 
tor many years it was the home of Judge and Mrs. Edward P. Kirby. Mrs. Kirby 
died there in 1906. Seldom in the west does it happen that a person is boni« 
suurrles and dies in the same house. 

^Letter to Mrs. Julia D. Kirby, quoted. Biographical Sketch, page 69. 
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were asked if they would like to educate a Heathen child and call him 
Edward Beecher they showed their spirit by holding up their right 
hands. 

"February 5, 1841. Snowing all day. * * * spent the even- 
ing in reading the lives of General Jackson and Daniel Webster as com- 
parisons are odious I will not make any. 

The next day "the sun shone brightly, rose at 6 o'clock.^' 

"February 22, 1841. "Washington's birthday, felt a little better 
and rode down town and saw a procession going to church a new society 
by the name of the Washingtonians who appear to do a great deal of 
good. My husband also appears much engaged about it. It wa§ also his 
birthday, being 48 years old." 

^'^larch 11. * * * In tlie evening prepared to go down to meet- 
ing and found the horses cutting up and remained at home. I fear I 
should not be able to give my body to be burned if it was necessary. 
Lord enable me to search myself and see what manner of spirit I am.'^ 

"May 19, 1841. Took my usual ride of a mile on horseback. 

"July 20. Great excitement in town concerning the robbery of 
the Illinois Bank. Satan appears to be walking up and down on the 
earth." 

There were lectures by the abolitionists, meetings of the Coloniza- 
tion Society and on March 29 — "attended a meeting to do something 
for the education of females." This was the beginning of the Ladies 
Educational Society which still is doing good work in enabling girls to 
obtain an education and then repay the money advanced. Scattered 
through the pages are little human touches, as when on March 15 she 
writes, *^Judge Bobbins the temperance agent staid with us the Sabbath 
and Monday he related many interesting anecdotes in relation to it. 
I still however feel a degree of foolish feeling in regard to it that if I 
join it I shall then feel inclined to drink it when I never did," and 
ii few days later "an old countryman came in at tea time and was a 
[illegible I on my pleasure as all vulgar people are. Lord forbid that 
I should indulge improper pride." 

Intermingled with the serious affairs of life is mention of calls, 
teas and great neighborly kindness. 

Mr. Duncan went east in 1840 and again in 1841 — and there are a 
few letters of that period written to Mrs. Duncan in Jacksonville. 

New York, June 3, 1840. 

"You will hardly believe how anxious I am to leave this place — but I am 

resolved not to leave here until my business is satisfactorily arranged and 

from present appearances it may take all this month for I never found men 

here so reluctant to do anything. • • • General Thornton went out in 

the Briflsh Anna. It is nothing now to go to Europe. The vessels all go 

out full of cabin passengers and return crowded to overflowing with all 

kinds; thousands of emigrants are coming here from Europe every week. 
* • • 

• 

Everything In this city is very dull. There is a dutch girl here, Fanny 
Elssler, a dancer that is turning the brains (if that be possible), of all the 
fashionable and the soap locks of this city. It is said she is no better than 
she should be, yet slie is worshipped here as a being from another world, 
80 much for taste aijtd fuhfnv 

Mr: Page the arlli ^.mm^ years ago thinks he 

has improved sfiv* "is he has offered to 



166 

paint another for nothing so I am now sitting for it and may possibly bring 
it home with me." 

June 16, 1840. 

"I forgot whether I had written you that I have had a splendid portrait 
painted of me. It is said to be very fine." 

A few of his letters home in 1841 are quoted : 

Washington City, November 27, 1841. 

"Nothing has occurred since my arrival worthy of note. I have however 
called on the President and several of the heads of departments. Mr. Web- 
ster enquired particularly for you. They all look unhappy indeed. I think 
they have no great reason to be otherwise. I have done nothing with my 
business here and I begin to fear it will be out of my power to effect any 
arrangements though I am very glad I came on as I shall have to provide 
for defending the suit.^' 

New York, 18th December, 1841. 

*'You see I am still here and for my life I cannot tell when I shall get 
off. My patience is almost exhausted with the Dysons and if they do not 
settle with me very soon I shall put my claim into the lawyers' hands. I am 
also trying to arrange to get something for Janet and that has already been 
and may still be a cause of detention. 

I have not had time to visit but intend to see all of our friends the day 
before I leave as it would be impossible to go out much to dine and that 
is the only way to avoid it. ♦ ♦ ♦. 

I have not bought you a thing yet, as I have collected no money and 
unless I do it is going to be scarce times with me." 

19th, Sunday night. 

I went to hear Dr. Haux, the celebrated Ei)iscopalian. There I met 
Colonel and Mrs. Hamilton and also old Mrs. Hamilton, widow of Gen. Alex. 
Hamilton, of the Revolution and went home with her and took dinner and 
never was more delightfully entertained by any young lady, though she Is 
now 84 years old. She is as active and her mind as clear as that of any lady 
I have seen in the city. Indeed she is more animated and intelligent than 
any I have seen. She is very much interested in several benevolent societies, 
one of which she founded 40 years ago. She said to me with great anima- 
tion, Sir, our accounts never get confused and our treasury is never empty 
— I keep them myself." 

Washington City, 7th January, 1842. 

"I assure you that nothing shall detain me that I can avoid after my 
suit is decided and I hope that may be done next week as the Supreme Court 
meets on Monday next but it would be madness to leave before it is settled. 
If the court tried this case soon after it sits as I hope it. may, I shall start 
home next week and if not, I shall have to wait their own time. 

There is nothing going on here worth relating to you. I am Staying 
with your sister and spend my time as pleasantly as I could anywhere out 
of my own home. I take but little part in politics as the Whigs are split 
into factions, on some questions about which sometimes one, and sometimes 
both are wrong but I believe all will in the main come right. Therefore 
I take no active part with either. 

Finding that I have a large space left, I will fill it with an account of my 
visits for want of something better to write about. 

On the first of January I went with the crowd to pay my respects to the 
President. It was a lovely day and I never saw so great a crowd at the 
White House. There was nothing like it even in General Jackson's day. 
Whether it was the President's popularity, the fine day or the facilities of 
getting to the city by railroads that brought such a multitude together I 
cannot tell. On the 3rd I went to the Buchanan levee and it was crowded 
as well, a splendid affair. I have dined out by invitation only four times 
and am to dine with the President today. Yesterday I dined with Mr. Gales 
and met Mrs. Madison there. She looks exceedingly well and is now, as shs 
ever has been a very great favorite. 



Ir. Wcbsler baa paid m« no aUenLioii. 1 met his wife n'ilti him In tho 
She made particular enquiriPE about you. I fiitinot, suppose his ueg- 
I luUntlonal lor he is said to be very much depresaed by iho abuse 
d frfeuils are giving him and I suypose he thinks I feel a» every one 
ctB towards him. I lorgot that I dined also wltli W. T. Carroll, it wus 
i to Mies Taylor and was a splendid entertatmnetit." 
The cliarm of the old Jacksonville still lingers about its spacious 
jOQeS with thu atmosphere of generous hospitality reminiscent of the 
imtli, anil aloug the elm-lined streets which remind one of a New Eng- 
' 1 town. For into the life of Jacksonville have gone these two ele- 
om Ni'W Kiitilaiii! ■■anx- the Yak- Band to iound lUiuois 
ilege on "The Hill" — with Sturtevant, Turner, Kirby, Adams and 
e otliers. From New England came also Dr. Hiram K. Jones, the pk- 
'c pliiliisojiher carrying on the Emerson- Alcott tradition.' From Kcn- 
;y cami' l)u> Duncan's, Hardin's,''' Claj''s, Brown's, and a large group, 
_JIy. influential in contributing toward the character of the city in 
plich the features of New England and the South are so happily blended. 

CHAPTER Vl. 
XjAST POUTICAL CAMrAIOS: BuglX^S Ap PAIRS. 

!□ 1840 Governor Duncan took an active part in the campaign 
"jst VajiBuren for re-election as President. His note book conluins 
I he gathered for speedics, a hand bill announcing one of the 
tings, and numerous newspaper clippings. 
The hand bill reads: 
^■GOVERNOtt DUNX'AN, Will make a speech to the original aupporierii 
I Jackson, and all who may please to come and hear b)m la 
BROLLTON. ON MONDAY, OCTOBEE 26, 

HE WILL, ENDEAVOR TO PROVE, 
IsC — That tlie present administration does not now, and that It never 
i eiDce 1S30, at'letl upon the principles avowed by General Jackson and 
I Trtends, previous lo his election In 1S2S. 

2d. — That Mr. VanBuren"a policy has generally been anti-Republican. 
B B tendency to the deatruelion oC public liberty, and that his professions 
Of Democracy and love tor the people, are (aise and hypocritical. 

Sd.^ThBt Mr. VnnBiiren hns, in violation of General Jackson's pledge. 
Increased the standing army^ls seeking to establish a large standing army; 
t that his late denial ol having recommended the plan submitted by the 
eretary of War, tor recruiting and Iteeping In the service of government 
* ")0 troops, under the pretext of organizing the militin, is a gross mis- 
aentatiou oC facts, (or the purpose of deceiving the people, and avoiding 
^onalhUity. 

'As truth is the only object, and that can be best known by hearing both 
" «, he invtiGs any Iriend or supporter of Mr. Vanlluren to answer hta 
ech, and to discuss those charges with him. 
October 24, 1840. ■' 

Governor Duncan criticised VanBuren for hie opposition to the 
■bt of 1812, for his opposition tg the original Jackson policy of 1334- 

t.-,t.' 1= III, iilni'ka Pr T:>n.-? iHiniiiiuecl giving his weekly Platonic 



' frittatlB of (Vivernor Dueni 
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1829, for his lack of true democracy, for his extravagance, for advocat- 
ing what was considered a standing army, and for his abuse of patronage. 

At Governor Duncan^s speech in Springfield September 25th, 1840, 
Stephen A. Douglas accepted the challenge to answer, the result being 
a joint debate interesting as anticipating the joint debates between 
Lincoln and Douglas. 

In 1841 Governor Duncan went to Washington in connection with 
his personal business. 

There has been preserved a copy of a letter to tlie Presidout, inter- 
esting as giving his views on the political questions of the hour : 

Wasiiingtox, 26th November, 1841. 

Deab Sir: It was my intention, had an opportunity offered, when I 
called to see you yesterday evening, to have suggested verbally, what 1 
am now [doing] upon reflection the better way, as your time must be much 
occupied at present with your oflicial duties. I shall offer no apology for 
this letter, or for the suggestions I am about to make, as it is the- duty of 
every citizen to do everything in his power to secure the peace and pros- 
perity of our country. My object then, sir, is to call your attention, (in 
hopes you may notice it in the message you are about to submit to Con- 
gress), the following proposed amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, viz: 

1st. — To render the President of the United States ineligible for a re- 
election to the same ofl^ce. 

2nd. — To limit the Executive control over the public moneys, until after 
they may have been appointed by law. 

3rd. — To restrict the President's power to remove all public oflScers (ex- 
cept members of his Cabinet and diplomatic agents) to causes of incom- 
petency, infidelity, or want of usefulness, the evidence of which, to be sub- 
mitted to the Senate for their approval. 

4th. — To prohibit members of Congress from accepting appointments 
from the Executive. 

The last twelve years of this country shows the great importance of 
these amendments. With such guards thrown around our free institutions 
we may reasonably hope that they would be perpetual. Without them, 
should the administration ever again get into the hands of an ambitious 
man at the head of a great organized party, we may expect again to witness 
the same scenes of corruption, and the same violent action of the government 
on our elections and on all the institutions of the country, which have so 
recently agitated and convulsed every portion of it. 

"The correction of these abuses was the great subject that occupied the 
public mind in our late struggle, and in my opinion this limitation of 
Executive power, is the first reform that the people expected this adminis- 
tration to recommend and Congress to carry out." 

With great respect, your friend, 

Joseph Dunca'.. 

To the President of the United States. 

Mr. Duncan had for four years been attending to his private in- 
terests, although, as has been shown, he took a keen interest in the 
changing political conditions. 

In 1842, he was again induced to run for Governor. He made his 
campaign on his -record in public life, in his sj^eeches paying special 
attention to a sane policy of internal improvements and banking. The 
Mormon question was also an issue. His opponent Adam W. Snyder 
died during the campaign and Thomas Ford became the rival and suc- 
cessful candidate. Prol)ably no better man could have been elected in 
this crisis in the financial affairs of the State than Thomas Ford. 
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This was Governor Duncan's last political campaign. He was a 
statesman of the frontier and pioneer days, the days of blazing trails 
in government as in the western wilderness. There was soon to come 
a time when the vision, daring and vigor of the pioneer was not so much 
needed as the more systematic and business-like building up of the new 
states, and this work, important but perhaps not so fascinating, was to 
be done by other men. 

This last campaign was clouded by the references to Mr. Duncan's 
private business affairs — complicated by a lawsuit of the government 
against the sureties of William Linn who had defaulted as receiver of 
public monies in Vandalia. Mr. Linn had married Polly Ann Duncan, 
Joseph Duncan's sister. Mr. Duncan was one of these sureties and 
apparently took the burden of the suit on his shoulders. 

Linn on February 12, 1835, was re-appointed receiver of public 
moneys at the land office of the district of Vandalia for the term of four 
years from January 12, 1835, it becoming publicly known later that 
his record at the time had not been clear. Over a year later, on April 
1, 1836, Joseph Duncan, with eight others, became his sureties, a new 
bond being apparently signed August 1, 1836. Linn appears to have 
used the money in his hands for land speculation and became a defaulter. 
The government made a demand for an accounting November 22, 1837, 
and again April 2, 1838. Suit was brought in the Circuit Court of the 
United States for the district of Illinois against Linn and his sureties. 
There were several technical points introduced, one of these the fact tliat 
the first instrument was not properly sealed, and another that the in- 
strument was executed over a year after Linn had been in charge of the 
monies. Logan & Brown are mentioned as the attorneys for Joseph 
Duncan. The case was carried up to the United States Supreme Court 
in the January term of 1841 and the January term of 1843. The 
Supreme Court by a divided opinion reversed the decision of the lower 
court yrhich had favored the defendants. Joseph Duncan appears to 
liave been tlie onlv one of the nine sureties who was solvent and tlie 
government proceeded to collect the whole debt from him. 

"Thousands of acres of the best and most carefully selected lands in 
Illinois were sold at ten cents an acre; some of the handsomest residence 
properties in Jacksonville at three and four dollars a lot and nearly forty 
acres comprising Duncan's Addition to Chlca^:©, now in the heart of the 
city, were sold from five to seven dollars a lot."* 

As a result of the ruthless and unbusiness-like nietliod bv which the 
execution was carried out all of Governor Duncan's fortune and part of 
his wife's was swept away. The amount realized was less than half the 
amount of the judgment. Had it been handled differently the judgment 
could have been paid in full and something saved for other creditors and 
for the family. 

In an endeavor to clear up this complicated case I have recently 
consulted Mr. Stuart Brown, of Springfield, Illinois, as to the records 
of this case and at his suggestion include the correspondence between 
Mr. Duncan and Solicitor of the Treasury in which the former states 
his case in a straightforward maimer and the reply of the Solicitor 
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indicates his appreciation of the strength of the claim but that his olHco 
has no legal authority to take action. 

Four law suits were brought in the District Court and two in the 
Supremo Court of the United States. The records of the District Court 
of the United States of Illinois, when the District of Illinois was sepa- 
rated into two districts, called the Northern and the Southern Districts 
of Illinois, were removed to Chicago in 1855 and were destroyed by the 
Chicago Fire in 1871. Because of this loss of the files and records an 
accurate statement of all the points in controversy cannot now be made. 

It appears from the Records of the United States Supreme Court 
that in the first case there was a division of opinion on the question 
whether an instrument not a bond was yet a binding contract at Common 
Law.^ The second case was brought in the Circuit Court of tlie United 
States for the District of Illinois upon a declaration in three counts. 
Joseph Duncan and others plead Non est factum to the first count. 
Joseph Duncan filed a special plea to the second and third counts. To 
this plea the Government filed a special demurrer and the court gave 
judgment for Duncan on the demurrer. The first count went to the 
jury and on instructions by Court there was a verdict for the defendants 
upon the issues of fact. 

The United States then took the case to the Supreme Court of the 
United States on Writ of Error, which court reversed the case and sent 
it back to the Circuit Court of the United States for the District for 
Illinois for further proceedings/'^ 

It must be assumed that in such "further proceedings" the Govern- 
ment obtained judgements against all the sureties. It is regrettable that 
the destruction of the records in the Chicago Fire prevents us from 
analyzing the proceedings or finding out who were the judges and the 
lawyers acting. 

It is thought advisable to reprint the correspondence of Mr. Duncan 
with the Solicitor of the Treasury. This was printed in the Alton Tele- 
graph and Democratic Review, Alton, 111., Saturday, June 11, 1842. 
Charles B. Penrose, Esq. 

Solicitor of the Treasury: 
Sib: You are apprised that three judgments were obtained against A. 
M. Jenkins, J. Griggs, C. Will. J. M. Duncan, Wm. L. D. Ewing, R. J. Hamil- 
ton, M. Duncan, J. Whitlock, L. F. Watwood, John Echols, J. Allen, H. Foster, 
John Fleming, J. Long, S. Alphin, B. W. Brooks, Wm. M'Connel, A. P. Field, 
J. Llnder, L. Lee, J. Hall, A. Lee. D. B. Wattermau, Wm. C. Greenup, and 
myself, at the June Term, 1841, of the District Court of the United States, 
for the State of Illinois, for several sums, amounting to $28,597.20, as securi- 
ties, on part, or on all, the official Bonds of Wm. Linn, late Receiver of 
Public Moneys at Vandalia, in said State. 

The Marshal has now an Execution in his hands against us, and will 
be compelled, of course, to make the money out of our property, which must 
prove ruinous, if carried out with all the rigors of the law, to several of our 
most valued citizens. Under these circumstances, I have voluntarily come 
to Washington, for the purpose, if possible, of making some arrangement 
for the payment of this large and most unjust claim, by which that ruin 
may be obviated which usually follows the sale of property under execution, 
for cash; and especially in such times as these. 

* 16 Peters page 290. 
'1 Howard page 104. 



I propoGe, [herefore. to pay the above ilebt in real estate, tu he valued 

under oat.li. by two persona cliosen by the United States and one by the 

BeciirUles; by which arrangement the whole claim will be secured to the 

Government, and as they can aRord to wait for some lime, the whole would 

be realized. Tims relieving the securities from debts which can not be paid 

I otherwise: and whkh, being a Hen upon their property, must, to a great 

r extent, paralyze their energies, and useruiness as citizens, ao long as those 

LJUdgmentB bang over them. 

■ I have said lliat it Is an uojust debt: and believing it to be so, I should 
P sot heHltate to appeal to a just Executive, If It were in his power, to relieve 
^Ub from lla payment; but, as that Is impossible. 1 conlldently anticipate the 
l-tuoBt favorable arrangement that can be made, consistent with law and 
Irjustlce. All the»e transactions, except the Judgments and executions, irans- 
Ipired under the VanQuren admlniatratf on ; and I shall refer to Ihem as 
I'Orlefly as possible, (or tlie purpose at showing that this debt Is unjiist. and 
I BiK'h as a virtuous people, could it be suhmitted to them, would never allow 
l>to be collected and put into the public Treasury. 

I You are aware of the requirements or the laws of Congress, that deposits 

shall be made every three months, whether, the stim in the hands of a 
Receiver tie large or small; and that the Treasury regulations are explicit 
and positive, that, whenever the sums received shall amount to Ten Thou- 
sand Dollars, the Receiver sbalt Torthwlth make a deposit of It 
I Relying upon the Executive to see tbat these laws were faithfully ex- 

fcecQted. as be was sworn to do. I felt conBdeni. and so must all concerned 
PhsTe felt, that the risk could not be very ereat, in signing his first bond: 
Kinuch lesH could any of us have anllctpated that the Receiver would httve 
Irbeet] appointed a second and third times, and we again and again Induced 

■ to sign his bonds, when be was known to the Executive, as they now say, 
rto have been a defaulter all the time. Who could possibly have supposed 
■■that lliu chief officer of Governnient. having so high a trust, could be either 
f ao careleRH or corrupt as to have retained bim !□ oltlce. without warning 
I his necnrltles that they were holden, under his previous bonds, for a defai- 

callon. None of his securities were so warned: his default was studiously 

concealed from us all. except from one gentleman, a prominent supporter 

of the party, who had been security on the two first bonds, who may have 

I bad notice, as he did not renew his security on the third, or the collateral 

■ bond: and tbat he was thus warned and protected by Executive favor, is 
I strongly to be inferred, from the fact that he has not been sued on the two 
Vbonds tbat he did sign. 

W It win 1m seen, from the Records of the Treasury Department, that I^lnn 
I vas first appointed a Receiver on the 11th of June. 18S0. He was reappointed 
Ifin the 2d of May, 1831. At this time he Is found to have been a defaulter. 
I on the trial of the suit. In the small sum of t<i£1.09. As It Is possible his 

■ accounts may not have been adjusted at this time. I am not disposed to 
B»tlach any importance to It. But he was again appointed in 18S5, for which 
R&o eicuBe can be given: as Mr. Woodbury and the President both knew that 
Kile was a large defaulter at the time: which they studiously concealed from 

■ the public, thereby bringing this ruin upon his unsuspecting securities. At 
ftho date of this appointment, it will be seen from the correspondence, that 

■ Linn was a large defaulter. He was then considered a man of substance; 
B«nd. if his securities had been notiHed of bis default, they would not only 
■iliave compelled him to pay up, but would have declined signing the bond 
Ithcn taken, on which Ihe l.'niled States have recovered a Judgnjent for the 

■ tull amonni. say |2i),(l00,' 

1 On the SOth October. 183*. (Doc. No. !97, 3d eesslon 2Sth CongressI Mr. 
pWoodbnry writes lo Mr L-Inn: 
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"Observing from your monthly return of the 30th September, 1834, that 
notwithstanding the positive injunction contained in a letter from the De- 
partment, dated 23d June last, (of which a copy is here enclosed) the public 
moneys have been permitted to accumulate in your hands, in violation of 
law, and the instructions of the Department; and that it amounted, on the 
30th ultimo, to the sum of $10,936.39." 

Under, date of the 4th December, 1834, (same Doc., page 37), Mr. Wood- 
bury again writes to Mr. Linn: 

"Sir, allow me to inquire why it is, that your letter, of the 16th ultimo, 
is entirely silent as to your neglect to comply with the positive instructions 
in a letter from the Department, dated 23d June last; and that you still 
neglect to pay over the public moneys in your hands." 

Thus he stood a public defaulter for a large sum, when Mr. VanBuren 
reappointed him in 1835, as will be seen by reference to the same Document, 
page 41. Mr. Woodbury writes, under date of 12th February, 1835 — "To 
William Linn: 

"Sir, although it has pleased the President, under the explanation given, 
notwithstanding your past neglect in some cases, to deposit the public moneys 
as required by law and the instructions of the Department, to renominate 
you for the oflflce of Receiver of Public Moneys at Vandalia, Illinois, and your 
nomination has been confirmed, yet it is not to be inferred from this evi- 
dence of his regard, that any farther omission in this respect can be over- 
looked." 

From the above it will be seen that Linn's default was known rfnd 
connived at by the Government; and I leave you to judge of the motive for 
concealing the fact from the Senate, when he was renominated for its ap- 
proval, and of the measure of justice to his securities, who had no means 
of knowing that he had been using the public money from the first, in vio- 
lation of law, with the full knowledge of the President, as is shown conclu- 
sively by Mr. Woodbury's correspondence above referred to. I call your 
attention also to the fact, that Mr. Woodbury's letter of the 12th February, 
1835, disguises the truth, when he says, "Your past neglect, in some cases, 
to deposit;" when the whole correspondence, and result of the suits, show 
him to have been a continued defaulter from the beginning: and if all the 
correspondence be examined, it will show that he did not only neglect or 
refuse to deposit the money in his hands up to the time referred to, but con- 
tinued to withhold them up to the time of his resignation in 1838. 

What would a faithful and honest Executive have done in such a case? 
You will doubtless answer — He would have promptly dismissed the 6fllcer, 
and given im^nediate notice to his securities. Was there any honorable 
reason why this was not done? I venture to say, the President himself will 
not venture to offer one. No, it is impossible that any one can suppose 
that he was kept in oflflce for the public good, or that he was not retained 
to be used, and made a scape-goat of, by the Government party. If you 
should doubt this, I refer you to a letter from Wm. J. Brown, one of the 
traveling political agents of the late Administration. [See same Document 
No. 279, page 199.] He writes to Hayward of Linn thus: 

"The general character of the Receiver, so far as I could learn, was that 
of a gentleman of honor and probity. In the transactions of his official 
business as a public oflScer, he seems to be polite and accomodating. Of his 
fidelity to the Government I have no doubt." 

That this meant "fidelity" to the party, who can doubt? When it is seen 
that Linn could not even then, with every aid, show the amount of public 
money he acknowledged to be in his hands, and that a very large portion 
of the money for which Linn's securities are now held responsible, was 
expended in supporting the Executive party, there can be no doubt. I have 
recently ascertained, to a certainty, that large sums of money were advanced 
by him to support the VanBuren party: and that, in addition to consider- 
able sums actually given by him to import into Illinois two Editors and 
presses, he advanced to one of them, (who was taken from this city) the 
Editor of the State Register, the sum of $1,200,, which he has never since 
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Kcn ablr to recover, although he in aim the PRINCIPAL VanBurrti EDITOR 
itH the State. 

From IhtiBe Had other facia. I am perfectly satisfleil that this large de- 

t was mainly owing lo the exacllous of an unprincipled band of pollilcal 

imblere, who. knowing hia good nature and plifint dispoattion, and being 

BPprised of hie default and t-onaequent servile dependence upon (he Kx- 

ecutire, did not hesitate to tax him freely to support the party; especially 

[here was a prospect of saddling his whole default upon their pollilcal 

Wponents. 

The Secretary's correspondence and the records, show that Linn pon- 

Unued to be a defaulter, after the third bond was given: and Instead of dig- 

mlaaing him and warntne this =uretleB. he resorted to the] dishonorable and 

unjust expedient of requiring him to give a collateral, or as Mr. Woodbury 

calls It, a Htrengthening bond, in the penalty of JIOO.OOO; a sum large enough 

them any further trouble of looking after his accounts; and from 

e he appears to have been allowed full latitude to use the public 

money as be pleased, which ho no doubt did to the entire satisfaction of the 

Government party, as his previous default had called forth sucb regards tor 

btm by the President as are contained In Mr. Woodbury's letter, notifying 

him of hia third appointment In 1835. Under this and the third i>ond. his 

default rose in about three years to a sum over 150,000; and it he bad not 

then voluntarily resigned, there ia no doubt It would have been permitted 

to Increase to $100,000. the full penalty of the bond. Hia resignation took 

(iBCe in 1838; and J aolemnly aver, that I never knew or heard t>f hi» liefoult 

mtfl after that time, nor do I believe that any of hia secnrltics ever did. 

jlinleBB tlie indiridual heretofore alluded lo may have received warning, as I 

reason to suppose he did. My residence Is ninety miles from Vandatla; 

id I could only Judge of Linn's solvency by public report and external 

Appearances, which were all very much In his favor, — The public, and that 

irtion of the securities residing at Vandalla. were equally deceived as to his 

integrity as a public olUcer. by the exlravagant encomiums passed upon his 

punctuality and official conduct by General Splcer, and W. J. Brown, two 

government agents sent there under pretext, as [ now believe, tn examine 

hia accounts, when the real object was lo ascertain, whether there was iiny 

doubt of his fidelity to the parly: and If b«> waa found to be true, his defaull 

'.a to be concealed, by pralelng his ofllctal conduct, as they did publicly 

the village. 

Now. sir, I beg leave to assure you, that I am not disposed to ask or 

recelvn any favor from this or any Admlnlslratlon, that Is not warrauied 

ly law and strict regard lo the public interest, I am here without consul- 

itlon with my co-securftles. Knowing the situation of most of them. I came 

[Wth as anxious a desire to shield them from ruin, as lo relieve myself [rnm. 

Mebt and suBpenae; and although I may ever regrei lo see money so uniusily 

"italned pnt Into the Treasury of the nation, I do not, and I am sure they 

'ould not. wisli to evade the payment of one cent, that we are legally bcund 

My only renuest now is, aft^r having been prosecuted by the VanBuren 

.dmlnlstration for two or three years, with the expense and vesaliou of 

lcf«udlns four law suits in the District Court, and two In the Supreme 

of the United States, tiat I may be allowed to pay the debt without 

ifnous sacrlflcG of our properly in times like the present. 

Your obedient aervant, 

. Joseph Dukcam. 
Washington City. Ist Dec, 1841. 

Nifw YowK, 11 Dec. 1S41. 

Drab Stn: Not having received an answer to my letter, hearing da''' 

ftbout the last of Inst month, I beg leave lo call your attention to my prnposal 

tor paying Iha Judgments against myaelf and other securltl<*a of the late 

"^.ecelver of public monevs at Vandnlla. Illinois. Since the date of that It^lter, 

hflvp recHved satisfactory Informallon THAT MR. WOOnRIiRY Wnf>TE 

CONFtDBNTIAL LETTER TO THE HON. IJC^VIS T, LINN. ONE OP 

'HE SECURITIES OF' WM. LINN, Informing him. that Bald Wm. Linn was 

defaQlter to Qovernmenl for a large amount. Thia confidential letter • 
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inclosed to Wm. Linn by Dr. Linn, just before his third appointment; at 
which time he urged him strongly, by a letter from himself, to pay over the 
Government money in his hands. These facts establish beyond a doubt that 
Mr. Woodbury did not only connive at Linn's default, but that he used secret 
and dishonorable means to relieve his partisans and to entrap and if possible 
sacrifice his political opponents. No one can now doubt, that Dr. Linn, the 
near relation and intimate friend of the Receiver, would have signed his 
third bond for $20,000, and his strengthening bond taken soon after for 
1100,000, but for the secret warning thus given him by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. I learn by a letter from home, that the Marshal has again been 
at my house to levy on more property to satisfy these executions, as what 
I gave up in the first instance falls very far short of satisfying them. I also 
learn that he has received instructions from the Government to select a per- 
son to purchase the property of Linn's securities in, for the Government, at 
two-thirds of its value. Although' I frankly confess, so far as I am indi- 
vidually concerned, that I should even prefer this sacrifice of my property, 
rather than to have every thing I own incumbered by judgments, which 
prevent the disposal of any portion of it to satisfy just demands against me, 
yet I am unable to perceive the justice or the propriety of the Government's 
claiming such an advantage of individuals who have evidently been circum- 
vented by the official misconduct of unworthy and designing public officers. 

I should despise myself, if I could, under any circumstances, be tempted 
to solicit or receive a favor at your hands, or from any other officer of Gov- 
ernment; and I could not fail to condemn any public officer, who would, 
from feelings of friendship or from party relations, swerve from an inde- 
pendent, honorable and just discharge of his official duties. With these 
views, I submit with confidence to your sense of right and wrong, and of 
justice to all the parties (under the circumstances) whether the Government 
should not protect those securities from sacrifice by buying in their property 
at a fair cash valuation; which at present, when every kind of property 
is depreciated so much, must (under our law which requires the appraise- 
ment to be made on oath with reference to its cash value) cause great 
sacrifice of property, even if It should sell for its full appraisement. 

In conclusion, I would beg leave to inquire whether justice to the other 
securities, does not require, that suits should now be instituted, or other 
means resorted to, to compel the Hon. Lewis P. Linn and the Hon. Charles 
Dunn, who were securities on Linn's two first bonds, to pay their portions 
of the judgments obtained on those bonds. Mr. Dunn is a United States 
Judge in Wisconsin, and Dr. Linn, you know, is Senator from Missouri. 
Hoping to hear from you soon, and to have this business brought to a 
speedy close. 

I remain your obedient servant, 

Joseph Duncan. 

To the Solicitor of the Treasury. 

21st. Dec, 1841. 
Of^ce of the Solicitor of the Treasury. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the first, and 
eleventh instant, on the same subject; and to. say that I regret that the de- 
mands upon my time of more pressing official business have delayed the 
consideration of the proposition submitted by you, which Its nature and 
importance demanded, and a reply to It. 

You propose on* behalf of yourself and others, sureties of William Linn, 
late Receiver of public moneys at Vandalia, in Illinois, against whom judg- 
ment was rendered at June term of the District Court of the United States, 
on the official bonds of Mr. Linn, for several sums amounting to $28,597,21, 
"to pay the above debt in real estate to be valued under oath by two persons 
chosen by the United States, and one by the sureties." 

The ground upon which you urge this proposition Is, that "the laws of 
Ckmgress" require "that deposits shall be made everj' three months, whether 
the Bum in the hands of a Receiver be large or small; and that the Treasury 
ragiilationB are explicit and positive, that whenever the sums received shall 
amount to ten thousand dollars, the Receiver shall forthwith make a depotft 



Bbf it:" anil tlial Ihtae laws and regulittlons were <Ii3rFgiiri1<'i3 by Mr. Mnn. 
^Wlio was a (lefaulter at path BUCceBEive period ot liis re-appolnuuent. Aud 
Bnou allege that this tant was well known to the PreEtdent of tfae United 
BptatCH, Mr, VanBureii, and Ihe Senrefary of the Treasury, Mr. Woobury, who. 
B|s you say, "'Htudlously ooncealHl ll from the public." and from all the sure- 
Btles "except one genllptnan, a prominent supporter of the party." who you 
^ney was secretly Informed by the Secretary that Mr. Linn was a defaulter, 
Kw d Ihai in consequence of It he did not become hie surety on Ha last bond. 
y You declare that this conduct of these high officers was a fraud upon the 
Jpureties: and that the default of Linn "was connived at by the Government," 
Kiecnuse he freely applied large suras of money to Import into Illinois two 
fpdltors and presses, and to support ihe VanBuren party. And all this anil 
^Ohe evidence to which you refer la support of it Is presented as a ground 
■tor the just Interposition of this office, so far to protect those sureties, as to 
Bpermtt the payment of the' Judgments obtained against them In lands at a 
Hair valuation. 

H However reprehensible may have been Ihe conduct of the offlrera le- 

Herred to by you. you will readily perceive that if it did not constllule a 

■defense lo the bonds in favor of the sureties— and that I lake to be the 

nettled taw in such cases— it cannot be made the ground of action by this 

K>ince, or by the Executive government. In any way not warrenieri by law, 

^lowever it might form a strong Inducement to treat with lenity within the 

co'tepetency of the Government those unfortunate suretlts, who have been 

made to suffer by the concealment complained of, there is no power here to 

relieve them. Congress, in my apprehension, alone possess this power. 

What can be done lo make the payment of the judgment recovered as 
I easy to them as possible, and which may be compatible with my duty, I 
—Jhall be prepared to do. But you well remark, that, however it may comport 
JVlth the Just policy of a benevolent government such as ours, to avoid as far 
B practicable, harshness towards those who. as sureties, have become liable 
Kto pay a debt, the power in regard to the collection of debts, is vested, and 
f Wgulated by law, which only admits of the euerclse of this spirit within 
prescribed limits. Indeed. I do not understand you as ashine that anythlntt 
should be done not strictly warranted by law. but on lite contrary, vou very 
r properly disclaim any intention lo do so; and I shontd not have made any 
(remarks on this point; but from ihe fact that the case you prceiii IS CER- 
TAINLY A STRONG ONE FOR RELIEF. AND I CONSIDER IT DI'R TO 
TOU TO SAY, THAT IT IS ONLY BECAUSE NO ArTHORITY. IN MY 
JUDGMENT, IS GIVEN TO THE OFFICE TO ACCEVT YOUR PROP091- 
JTION. THAT'I AM CONSTRAINED TO SAY I CANNOT ACCEDE TO IT. 
t aulhorlxed to jiermtt real estate to be taken upon any terms in 
^Sltsfartlon of a debt, with the collection ot which this office is charged. 
!iven by express enactment to the Solicitor, to appoint an a?ent 
Lto purchase for the United States, lands of its debtors, sold under execution 
In their (avor. The express and .speciflc power so given cscludes the Idea 
of any other power to be inferred from i?»e general duties enjoined upon the 
001 ce. 

You are misinformed In regard to the appointment of an agent to pur- 
l^hase lu the lands ot Mr. Linn for the United States — The Marshal has re- 
ported the name, as he is required to do by the seneral Instnictlons of this 
^fllce. of a suitable person to be appointed; but he at the same lime Informed 
he watted for a report of the Dlslricl Attorney as to the titles. 
Instructed him not ti> proceed with Ihe sale until I have this report- 
When It comes In. Ihe appoiutmenl of an ageul Will be made. Tile Inw nf 
■ State requires Ihat lands tiold on execution shall sell for two-lblrds 
r Ihelr appraised value: and it has been the pracllcc of this office to In- 
't agents lo purchase only when lends sold, sell for less than that. Your 
Information, no doubt. Is In consequence of this practice. My letter ot in' 
triietions to your Marshall wan written n few duys since. 
Very reBpecttully, 

CllAB. B. pEJilWlSK. 

Jn««ph Dmeu), £tf. fioltcftor of iVf rrfanun 
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The Linn affair is referred to by Mrs. Duncan in her diary. On tfie 
19th of March/ 1841, Mrs. Duncan writes * ♦ * "felt somewhat 
depressed from hearing of some persons taking advantage of my husband 
and they professing Christians. My pride wounded in regard to some 
things. The case has gone against Mr. Linn and I presume my dear hus- 
band will have to pay for it. He feels now as' if every cent would go. I 
trust we shall be able to keep our home but if God sees best to take 
that from us I trust we shall be enabled to say thy will be done. I have 
been trying for some time to be enabled to be passive in the hands of 
God but oh how difficult.*' ♦ * ♦ There is frequent mention in her 
diary at this time of Mr. Duncan being absent in Springfield, going back 
and forth by stage. 

The shadow of the anxiety of this affair is seen in the few remaining 
letters of Mr. Duncan. They are mostly concerned with business and 
trying to clear his property. In the last letter, written on the way to 
Washington, he emphasizes that his children must never, never go security 
for any one, and longs to be free. "If it takes all I possess'* and then 
with fine courage the man of forty-nine is ready to begin over again and 
says, "I can easily provide a living.** 

On a trip to Washington a few months before his death Mr. Duncan 
writes home the following characteristic letter : 

Steamboat Ohio Mail, 7th September, 1843. 

"We are in hopes to reach Wheeling tomorrow evening though the river 
is very low. My time is spent in reading and sleeping. 

I forgot to leave any money to pay the mep 25 cents tor bringing in the 
cattle from the springs. I hope they were paid. About the 15th of this 
month I expect a man to have 4 mule colts for me. Tell King to turn them 
with the other colts in some place where they can get plenty of water and 
plenty to eat. ♦ ♦ ♦. 

We are now within a half days journey of Wheeling and the river is 
rising so I hope to have plenty of water on my return. If we get off in the 
morning, I hope and nothing happens I expect to be in Washington City 
on the 10th inst, and I sincerely hope to see you again within this montli 
and to bring the glad tidings of having settled with the government and 
thrown off one of the greatest burdens that has been borne. Even if ir 
takes all I possess to get rid of it, it will be a blessing. I shall at least be 
free and when so I can easily provide a living. I pray if I never see mr 
children again that you will inculcate it upon them, as never to be forgotten, 
never to go any ones security. It has bound me in fetters for the last four 
or five years which have caused evils and losses that I can see, but whic'i 
no one else would believe, if I were to tell them. Tell them that. I never 
have gone security in my life, for great or small sums, without havlns; l-ad 
reason to repent of it and for them, never, never, under any considcrnlioii. 
Poverty is not to be dreaded, but the slavery of a debtor is abhorrent, and 
should be guarded against with as much care as they would preserve virtue 
and honor, for it drags them but too often in its drains. 

I hope King will see that my hogs are properly fed and all kepi in t'lo 
proper place. I hope to make them pay off Wm. Brown's claim so as t«) fr( e 
the Morgan House but if not he will be able to collect his pay or I can raise 
the balance somehow and when he, Wightman and Hughes are paid, yon 
and our dear children will have enough secured to support you and educate 
them, a thing I have greatly at heart, as I should not die happy if I were 
to neglect to apply the funds left by your father for that purpose." 

The Linn case was a severe blow to Governor Duncan and cloiulod 
the later years of his life up to his deatli in 1844. Hon. Wm. TLoma? 
was appointed administrator of the estate and did his best to effect a 
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luproniise but willjont result. Mrs. Duuuiui iliil ri.it olniui her third 
r husband's eBtafe and would have been reduced to complete poverty 
( it had Dot been for the trust fund left her by her father, which was 
not tu be iUvid«d till her youngest child was of age. For this trust fund 
Mr, Duncan had set aside land in her name, of whicli Dr, Sturtevant 
was trustee. She was forced, from time to time, to get an order of 
.-court, to Bell pieces of land to maintain the family and educate the ehil- 
My niothGr told of Colonel Hardin coming to the house on horse- 
one day, and protesting that General Duncan's children must br 
iducated. The Tamily kept the old home but the life for many years 
i reduced to the barest necessities. Mrs. Duncan, however, strove to 
iSTe the children what opportnnitiM she could. When Jenny Lind sang 
1 St. Louis, Mrs. Duncan sold a cow so that her daughter Mary could 
lar the great singer, paying $23 for a seat. The incident illustrates the 
prit with which slio rose above her mi sf or tunes. 

Mrs. Duncan survived her husband many years, dying at the home 
f her daughter, Mrs. Julia Duncan Kirby, in Jacksonville, May 33. 
I mnember her as n delicate, kindly littlft lady, always ilre^sed 
1 black silk ami lace, and always expecting to be waited on. 

CHAPTEH VII. 

Dll\Tll JANtTABV 15, 184J. 

(lovernor Dnnoan returned to Jackeonville late in the fall of 1843 
1 died January ].'). 1844, after a few days illness. Surrounded by his 
ife and sevon fthiidrpji,' with his mind clear to the last, fearlessly he 
net death, leaving among other messages the following: 

"Mr F«iKNr>: Let me beaeeoh you to drop everything until you have 
r peace with God. There Is notlilng In the wealth, In the pleoeurei; 
r lioriorB of the world, to compare with Ihe love of tlie Saviour slied ohroad 
1 the human heart."* 

Mrs. Duncan's diary has an unusual account of his last j'onmey and 
fahsequent illness. 

'' Cbriatroas (18*3) was a ilay not to bo forgotteti. • " " He va!<i in 
toe mornlnK before he arose. I must go to St. Louis today. I expostulated 
jMth him und r.'_in;irked Mr. Duncan yoa are not well enough. Oh yes I am, 
ShB he had been obliged from cold to silay from Cbiircb tlie day hefore and 
B wonther so unpleasant, T could not bear the thoughi, • • " he feared 
river lieing elnaed ao after hreakfnst he sat off lii the stage. * " •. 
He relurned 2nd of January with a heavy cold^a few days iuter he pom- 
lained of "(aktng ray Death Chill"— I tried to pereuade him to retire. Nu 
I would talie the old KeDlucky plan of lying down fn front of the Qre and 
B lay Ihere till G o'clock. (When the doctor was Unnlly sent fori Mr. Dun- 
in said. "Dr. I am nfruid I shall be like some man who never wa^ stck hut 
Mice In Ilia life and then died." 
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On 15th January * *, * the last remedy was used to no purpose [he 
had been bled a quart of blood J. ♦ ♦ * "Dr. Pierson," said he, "1 die 
at peace with all the world. I wish to have the sacrament administered to 
me. I wish to commune with your Church. I bear malice to no one. Don't 
leave me Dr. till I die." To Dr. Jones he said the same. The Doctor re- 
marked, "Gov. 1 have a lecture at three o'clock." "Leave that today." *'I 
will Gov." he said. To Dr. Todd [of Springfield] he said, "I understand you 
do not belong to any Church. Lay aside your business till you find the pearl 
of great price. What avail is anything in comparison with the interest of 
tJie soul." * * * [to the children] Speak the truth ♦ • *. His mind 
was clear to the last. 

Sabbath — [Jan.] 21, [1844]. Dr. Pierson met me at the Church door and 
handed me to my pew with my little family of 7 — the eldest 11 and the 
youngest 13 months. Mr. Eddy preached from Collossians 3rd Chap. 2nd 
verse. In the afternoon went to the Congregational Church and heard Dr. 
Post. 

Dr. Truman N. Post of St. Louis wrote of this scene in a letter to 

Mrs. Kirby in 1884— 

I was with him as he died and I received the confession of his dying 
moments. I shall never forget that night nor the figures and the grouping 
around that bed of death. The night winds were cut and there was a stir 
in the elements, as seemingly in sympathy with the hour when a great and 
strong soul was departing. ♦ ♦ ♦ The sword given him by an admiring 
and grateful country hanging on the wainscoting over the bed. ♦ ♦ ♦ 
That form of grandest manhood, strongest and noblest of all its physical 
types that were grouped around him in that chamber and seemingly assur- 
ing its possessor of the longest life, was in the wrestle with death. ♦ ♦ • 
Just as the pale, silent seal was set, I asked him: "Governor Duncan, is 
Christ precious to you at this hour?" Brokenly, but to our hearing dis- 
tinctly came the response, the last words spoken by him till the earth and 
sea give up their dead: "Ever precious, ever precious" — and so the soul 
of our prince and brother passed to his Father and God. 

Governor Duncan's last thoughts lay stress upon religion and the 
education of his children. Education had always appealed strongly to 
him botli in its large aspects and in reference to his own family. 
For fourteen years he was a trustee of Illinois College and gave $10,00Q 
in land to the institution. He was one of the first trustees of the State 
Deaf and Dumb Institution at Jacksonville. He took great interest in 
the temperance (juestion and gave $500, half of his salary as (rovernor,^ 
to the iirst societv started in Jacksonville in 1837. In 183G he sub- 
scribed $1,0(K) for the erection of a Presbyterian Church in Jackson- 
ville."^ He had joined the church the year previous. 

He was very democratic and the views he impressed upon the mind 
of his daughter, Mary, (my mother), who was but 11 years old when he 
died, went with her through life. One of the stories she told was of 
coming home from school and laughing at a girl so poor, that she wore 
a linsey woolsey dress. Mr. Duncan said nothing, but the next day ap- 
peared with a bolt of linsey woolsey material which was made up and 
worn by his daughters for many a long day. Mary was trained to be 
an expert rider, going with her father when he hunted. She drove 
**Dancing Feathei*'* while her father shot quail between the horse's ears. 
His w^ord to control the horse must be carried out. The children were 



* In this he followed the example of Governor Coles who pave his salary to 
the anti-slavery movement. See Nicolay-Hay, Lincoln. Vol. I, page 144. 
-Letter of Mr. Coffin. Batavia, Illinoi», to Mrs. Kirby, December, 1885. 
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trained in a most spartan manner in obedience and to endure hardship. 
He was adored by his children and family. 

Thus died at the age of forty-nine Joseph Duncan, one of the pioneer 
builders of the State of Illinois. Independent and fearless in his views, 
honest and with respect for the law uncommon among the frontier men 
of his day, beloved by family and friends^ He had traveled the untrodden 
prairies and forests and seen the Indians disappear and dreamed of the 
improvements '^for convenience, beauty and commerce of our country ,'* 
and had lived to see many of his dreams come true. He had defended 
the rights of the frontier settlers in all public land discussions in Con- 
gress during his entire service from 1827 to 1834, believing that the 
pioneers who endured hardships to open up a wilderness deserved justice 
and encouragement. 

He appreciated the value of education, which he helped other mem- 
bers of his family to attain. He had introduced and secured the passage 
of the first public school law of Illinois. Throughout his public and 
private career he kept in mind the interests of education, and showed an 
appreciation for the higher things of life, all the more remarkable in a 
man coming from a pioneer state. 

He believed in wise constructive internal improvements as essential 
for the development of the new western states, but when Governor from 
1834 to 1838 he endeavored in vain to restrain and keep within bounds 
the lavish expenditure of the peoples* resources. 

He consistently held to his ideals of law and justice through all his 
life. Every question that came up was considered from the point of 
view of law and order. In Congress he did not join in the claim of cer- 
tain western states to the public lands within their bounds because this 
was contrary to the acts creating the states but he advocated a liberal 
interpretation of the law. While Governor he went east to negotiate a 
loan for the State for the canal and paid all his own expenses, ^'refusing 
to receive compensation therefor, because he believed in so doing he 
would be virtually offering violence to the Constitution of the State.^' 
He vetoed a railroad bill while Governor that would have greatly in- 
creased the value of his property because he thought it against the best 
policy for the State. In the Alton riots he felt both sides had done 
wrong in their lack of observance of the processes of law. In the same 
spirit he wanted counsel to be procured to defend the man who shot his 
brother in order that justice should be done him. 

He maintained throughout his life his insistence on an efficient pub- 
lic service, insisting on no removals f rorii office except for just cause and 
appointments made for fitness for service rather than for patronage. He 
refused to use his influence to procure offices for relatives. He placed 
the welfare of the State or nation above party interests. This inde- 
pendent view was shown as State Senator and continued throughout 
life. Parties might change their platforms and party leaders their views 
but he continued his way regardless of attacks of enemies and sometimes 
the loss of friends. 

The records of his service in the Legislature, in Congress and as 
Governor prove his consistency in steadfastly maintaining these high 
principles in public life. 
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At a mass meeting held in Jacksonville the day after his death his 

fellow citizens adopted resolutions using these simple words : 

"In the walks of both private and public life, a modest and unassuming 
spirit was his peculiar characteristic. As a private citizen or as a public 
officer, he was a man of uncommon decision of character. He had private 
interests, as other men, but, if circumstances required, these were ever the 
victims of principle. He indeed dared to be honest in the worst of times. 
This is no flattering portrait — it is strictly true." 

APPENDIX.^ 

DIARY. 

Joseph Duncan. Washington, 1829. 

Feby. [ — ] 1829. Various applications for me to support D. Green 
for public printer. Could not consent to do so. Ejnew too much of him. 
Believed, and told his friend that they would soon get tired of him, he 
was arrogant dictatoral & possessed no fixed principals, believed he 
would use all of his influence to bring Govt. Edwards into favor with 
Genl. J. and his administration. G. threatened a member from Ya. 
with his power for not voting for him. 

Bearded a Senator from Pennsylvania made a false communication 
to the Senate about Blake of Boston the Senators generally disgusted 
with him but appear to be afraid to oppose him. B. K. McK. B. of Pa., 
K. of A. and several others say they dislike him and will vote for any 
other J. man in preference. 

February, 1829. Genl. Jackson arrived in Washington City Ma jr. 
Eaton met him on the road and escorted him in. On the 17th I called 
to see him. 20th caled again found him engaged in another room, as 
I was informed by Capt. D. with the corps of Editors, after waiting 
a while Genl. Jackson entered the room followed by D. Green, Noah 
Karole Hill and several other persons that I did not know. 

21st called again to introduce a friend saw Mr. Tazewell with the 
President. The only suitable companion I had met — called again a few 
days after Mr. Badwin was present from his kind reception supposed 
he had come by request. Saw Capt. Taylor of TJ. S. Army says he heard 

that Gen. J was going to call that day uppon President A 

that he met Genl. D. 6. and told him that he understood that Genl. 
J. was to call on Mr. A. that day Genl. D. G. said he did not believe the 
report but that he would go and see, and* if it was so, he would very soon 
put a slop to it. Arrogance enough. Disgusted to see W. M. L. Genl. 
D. G. I. P. V. &c. &c. constantly with Genl. J. to the exclusion of his 
or the countries friends. This brinfrs to mv mind McKee of A. when 
* he parted with The President at The Hermitage he took a very im- 
pressave leave of Genl. J. The Genl. observing something unusual, re- 
marked whe Wl. [ ?] I hope we shall soon meet aprain, ^IcKee replyed 
yes Genl. we shall both soon be in Washington but there is no certainty 
that we sliall meet, for I expect your new friends will he so zealous that 
all the old ones will be crowded into the back grounds MoKee told me 
this anecdote before the Genl. arrived in the city. 

* The diary is among the family papers. 
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Feby. 23. From the persons who surround the Genl. I fear lie is to 
be improperly influenced in his first appointments. 

The central committee appear to consider him as there own game 
some of them are constantly with him or about the doors so I am in- 
formed for I do not know them all by sight. 

I called to see Genl. J. at 7 o'clock in the evening with two friends 
Mr. S.C. & Johnson, the president expressed much pleasure at seeing 
us. Said he was more graitfyed to see us at that hour as DufiE as he 
called him, had presumed to set his hours for him to receive his visitors 
but he said that would all be right, as he had ordered Green to correct 
the statement in his paper regulating his hours for receiving visitors. 
What excessive presumption, was the first feeling I had, but it is all 
right, as it must very soon place this character on his proper hole. 

Various rumors about the appointment of the cabinett Tazewell to 
be secretary of State Hayne Navy, McLean War Baldwin Treasury, 
Ingham P. M. G. all agree that the cabinet will be composed of five of 
the following persons Tazewill Vanburen McLean Baldwin Hayne 
Hamilton (Ingham P. M. G.) & Chevis. My own choice T. of Va. 
S. S. McL. S. T. B. of Pa., War, I. of Pa. P. M. G. 

Genl. Ogle arived in the city came into the H. of E. his red vest 
attracts great notice every one whispers to his neighbour to know who 
lie is. 

Several new Senators have arived McLeane of Illinois, letters have 
been received stating that he obtained his election by a union with the 
E. & A. party, hope it is not so, have a better opinion of him. 

Called to see the President he says he will remove no officer on 
account of his political opinions, unless he has used his office for the 
purpose of electionering he appears liberal, and I agree perfectly with 
his views. 

Herd various rumors about appointments in the cabinett wrote the 
following letter to the President 

[Page in diary not filled] 

4th March. Attended the President inaugeration, he walked from 
Gadsbies Hotell with his hat off, in a great crowd, having a fine view 
from the west room in the clerks office in the Capitol I could see him 
and the vast crowd at every point untill they assended the great steps 
which enters the Capitol, saw nothing that^I disliked but the conspicuous 
station, and part acted by The Central Committee, Stood near the Presi- 
dent when he read his address, was struck with the profound attention 
of the multitude while he read especially as I am convinced that three 
fourths of all present could not have heard the sound of his voice at least 
so as to distinguish one word. The expression of the people on his first 
appearance was very fine and showed that he had a strong hold on their 
aU'ections the number present is variously estimated opinions of intelli- 
gent persons vary from 15 to 30 thousand. Xo peracle of the Military 
present except one or two companies and they were very far off. I think 
thov were from Alexandria as I saw one of them cominu^ from that direc- 
tion with this I was much pleased. I am opposed to great perades and 
especially ^lilitary perades on such an occasion, had rather see the honors 
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done after the service is performed, but in this District where most of 
the people are servants or connected with the Government is natural 
they would worship the rising Sun. I was forcably struck with the 
contrast between Mr. Addams entering on and closing his official duties 
as President. I was present in 1825 when his inaugeration took place 
it was a fine day and from the moment I first looked into the street 
on the 4th of March untill dark I saw nothing but a bustle people mov- 
ing in all directions and many of them by sunrise in full military dress 
and by 10 oclock the avenue was crowded with armed soldiers, which 
I took to be a mixture of Marienes Infantry & Artilary of The U. S. 
and Militia of the district it was certainly the finest display 1 ever wit- 
nessed was informed that man> of the fine coats had been bought to 
honor Genl. Lafayatt. I was glat to hear it for the ideah of there having 
been bought for this occasion was two ridiculous, in 1829, Mr. Adams 
was not seen on the 4th of March and I suppose would not have been 
thought of, but for a coffin hand bill that was circulated in tlie crowd 
anouncing his death in a most disgusting manner it produced general 
disgust did not go to the Palace to see the President receive his friends 
after the inaugeration understood that the crowd was very great all sorts 
of folks some on the fine satin chairs and sofas mehogna tables &c. with 
their feet a report was circulated that the gold and silver spoons were 
stolen on this occasion. I believe it was not true. 

5th. The City is said to be filled with office hunters. There is 
general disappointment in the appointment of the cabinett Clay says 
that they charge Mr. A. with making a bargain that he thinks Genl. J. 
had better have made one. Genl. II. at the request of the T. dehgation 
went to see the P. to oppose E. . . .s appointment. Says it was not well 
received & that he will be appointed McL. of 0. told me that lie had 
agreed to accept the W. D. Learn since that E. wont take G. P. 0. 
Strang things going on. 

March, 1829. Governor Kinney & E. J. W. wish me to request the 
removal of certain officers from office which I decline as I am opposed to 
removing competent and worthey men on account of a mere difference 
of opinion. They appear to be dissatisfy ed but that will make no differ- 
ence in my conduct as such a course would be averse to all of my notions 
of propriety. 

Went with Govr. K. to see the President, recommended West for 
Secretary of Legation to G. P. M. Minister to Columbia Genl. J. says 
he will try and provide for hiln. 

Went to see Secretary of the Treasury, in favouj; of G. T. Pell 
he thinks he will appoint him examiner, the senators join in this recom- 
mendation, he is recommended bv manv members of the Le<?islature of 
Ills. 

March, 1829. Kane Mclx?aiie & Mvself mot in McLeans room to 
consult about appointments in the event of any removals or vacaneies. 
^IcLeane and myself opposed removals except for some good cause other 
than political (I had recommended the removal of James ^lason for 
having speculated in the ])urchase of script while a public officer 
in possession of public moneys & possessing the records & law so ns to 
give him an advantage over the poor people of the country for whos 
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benefit the script was granted.) K. rather differed in opinion about 
removals We agreed to recommend C. Slade for Marshall in the event 
of Conners removal as charges had been made against him. we did not 
all agree upon any one else nor can I say that we disagreed very much 
although several were named. 

March, 1829. Still in Washington waiting on my wifes health 
called to see the President & Secretary of War about getting the Illinois 
& Lake Michigan Canal located and the rout from the Ills. Kiver to Lake 
Erie examined. Saw Genl. Gratiott got him to go with me to the 
War Dept. find him very friendly to my views and to the west Secretary 
thinks the law does not authorize him to send Engineers to locate, 
refer to the case in Indiana under the same law. he appears disposed 
to dD right & says if the favour has been done to Indiana it sjj^ould also 
be extended to Ills, promices it shall be ordered. 

March, 1829. Met Majr. Campbell of Tennessee near the Treasury 
Dept. he told me that the President & Secretary of War had given him 
the a})pointment of Superintendent of the lead mines on the Upper 
Mississippi .River in Illinois & Michigan. I resolved to remonstrate 
against this appointment and informed Mr. Campbell of my intention. I 
went immediately to the President and told him that the appointment 
of a man from Tennessee to hold an office in Illinois would be treating 
his friends in that State very badly and that it could not help exciting 
much displeasure, he assured me that he would do nothing that would 
displease his friends any where if he knew it that Mr. Campbell was 
the only applicant. That he was not acquainted with the fact that so 
large a portion of those mines was in Illinois he wrote a note to the 
Secretary of War uppon the subject, and assured me that it should be 
s^itisfactorily arranged. I called the same day to see Majr. Eaton he 
appeared anxious to appoint Campbell I assured him that it would be 
resented by every Citizen of Illinois if he was appointed. I knew and 
so did all concerned know that C. was bankrupt for a large sum I urged 
the necessity if a change was made of their compelling the Superin- 
tendent to give bond and security as contemplated by my bill upon the 
subject of governing the mines, left the Secretary without nmch satis- 
faction, but convinced that he would insist on Campbells appointment. 
^ Confined for several days on account of my wifes situation Saw 
John Reaves formerly of Ills, he told me that he saw Campbell the day 
before and that he told him of my opposition to his appointment, but 
that it had not availed as he was told to return home and the appoint- 
ment should follow him. I immediately wrote the following letter to the 
President as I was determined that I would clear my self of the respon- 
sibility of transporting a man from another state who was notoriously 
insolvent in to Illinois to hold an office which placed in his hands $40,000 
per annum of public property without check or security to protect the 
interest of the government (Note, cannot lay my hand on the letter) 
Cot a letter from J. M. I), he wants to be appointed Indian agent in 
place of Graham or Hamtramock who he says Genl. Smith of Missouri 
informs him are to be removed he requests me to use my influence this 
1 c.innot consistently do as I am unwilling to ask or receive a favour 
which would place me under obligations to the executive power of the 
government while I am a representative of the people as the appointment 



184 

of my brother upon my request would have that tendency and I think 
every person applying for an office should have the recommendation of 
the people with whom he resides, or with whom he is to serve. This I 
do not doubt my brother could obtain if he pleased, he requests me to 
mention his wishes to the two Senators from Illinois which I have done 
and they both say they intend to recommend him. 

Diucd at the Presidents a splendid entertainment all the Secretaries 
W. R. Davis Genl. Varnum & myself of congress, Genl. McComb, Jessup 
Gibson & Gratio, Col. Gowson, and all the foreign Minesters in full 
dress were present with several other auditors &c. Majr. Eaton in- 
formed me that he had concluded not to change the nature of the agency 
at the mines that he had or would detail another officer of the U. S. A. 
to succeed Lt. Thomas and that he would have several assistants to ap- 
point and invited me to recommend some persons to fill them I agree 
to see him the next day. 

Went to War Office met D. Green coming out wondered if he had 
any person for one of those places & was told that he wanted Dr. Green 
of St. liouis appointed. I recommended the retention of McNight also 
recomihended Col. Wight E. W. C. — Col. S. A. & E. B. L. — could re* 
ceive no answer, he spoke of others out of the State for some of the 
places to which I objected. 

Called again at the W. D. saw Com. Warrington go in while I was 
waiting in the ante chamber understood from Secretary that he was 
urging the appointment of his brother in law Capt. for ope of 

the appointments at the mines, and felt satisfyed that he had received a 
promice, also learned that Campbell of Tennessee was to the best situa- 
tion, not well satisfyed but must submit. 

Understand that J. M. D. is sick in Boston. 

Wrote to Genl Gratiott about sending Engineers to Locate Ills. & 
Lake Michigan Canal &c. 

April, 1819. E. J. W. returned to the City Left K in Balti- 
more he has a strong recommendation from Merchants and other persons 
of distinction in the City of New York recommending for Charge De 
affairs to 

I went with him to see the P. and V. they say they would appoint 
him but the appropriation for that purpose is exhausted. 

Govr. Kinney arived ver}' anxious for Wests appointment delighted 
with his trip to the North says he left Jas. M. D. in Boston getting 
better to come on with Capt. S. D. Eichardson went with K. to see the 
president he tells the Pr. that his appointments in Boston gave genl. 
Satisfaction says the people expects the Adams men to be returned out. 
The P. expressed pleasure at hearing his appointments gave such satis- 
faction K. urges the necessity of removals says the republicans had 
fought hard and had gained a great \ictory but if the old Federalists 
were left in office the same battle will have to be fought over again, he 
said if it was left to him he would drive them all out as he would a. 
parcle of dogs out of a meat house. 

The P. laughs hartily at this remark but made no reply returning 
we met Handy of Indiana at Wiliamsons K. asked him if he had been 
here ever since he saw him — he said he had. K. advised him to go home 
or some one would administer on his estate. The little fellow bore the 
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joke very well & replyed that they would be poorly paid for their trouble 
if they did There is many others in the city who were running the 
same risque. 

Kinney came to see me said that Eaton would appoint a citizen of 
Ills, to one of the offices at Galena if I would recommend one which I 
rather declined as felt indignant at the appointment of citizens of Ten- 
nessee & Va. to hold offices in Illinois K. wants May appointed I could 
not join him as I had promised Col. A. 6. S. W. to recommend him for a 
place at the mines. 

Went with K. to W. D. and recommended A. 6. S. W. never done 
any thing with more reluctance as I feared that it might be considered 
as a surrender of the ground I had taken agains the other appointments. 
E. asked me if I had heard from my brother, who was sick in Boston 
expressed a wish to see him &c. Ky. said something about his appoint- 
ment of I. A. Eaton said that he had come to no conclusion but thought 
he would appoint him & requested me to recommend him which I de- 
clined by saying that my brothers must rely upon others to recommend 
them, dont like the proposition believe it was intended to get me so 
committeed so that if I complained of the other appts. it might be attri- 
buted to disappointment in this. 

Ivinney informs me that he has Wights commission that the salery 
i^ less than the rest and less than was promised. 

24th May, 1828. Eeceived a letter from S. B. Munn to J. M. Dun- 
can which informed me of his having left N. York for Washington. 

2Gtli. Left Washington for Illinois in company with 2 Indian 
agents Govr. Kinney & E. I. West West has some hopes of an appoint- 
ment of charge De affairs next winter. 

About the 1st of July, 1829, left Illinois for Hopkinsvill in Ky. 
Arived at My aunts on the 3d. 

4th of July was invited to a public barbacue by the citizens of 
Hopkinsvillo, was tested and made a speech. 

5th. Mrs. Morehead died very sudently, 

6th. Court commenced. 

7th. Settled my business and agreed to pay the Executor of J. 
McLaughlin one thousand dollars one half on the 15th of Feby. 1830 
and one half on the 15th of Feby. 1831 for which I gave checks on the 
U. S. Bank at Washington City in full of all claim. 

[Note: — written across page] — Have paid those checks and owe the 
estate of Jas. H. McLaughlin nothing. 

8th. started for Nashville & lodged at Ben Kellies. 

9th. Stayed 10th stayed at Tirees or White Creek 

Springs. 

11th. Went to Nashville found Thos. family from home, dined at 
Edmonsons & went to Mc Stothartt. 

12th. Thomas returned from an electionering tour. 

15th. Pursuaded him to decline running for the Senate Dined 
with J. Bell. 

16th. Went to theatre with Col. Foster & Family Returning from 
J. Bells rode in with Col. Wilson Editor of a paper published in Nashville 
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he had just returned from Washington City. I asked him if he had 
seen miieli of Genl. Jackson while at Washington he had, I enquired if 
he had observed any changes in his intelect lie replied that he visited 
Washington in consequence of having observed that the Genls. mind liad 
sunk about the death of his wife and that he regreted to find that it 
was sinking he dreaded the news by every mail for he and the Genls. 
friends generally feared his total incompitelly [word not distinct. In- 
competency ? I 

Received a letter from James M. D. after his return to Illinois, he 
says that Majr. T. P. M. was informed by Majr. W. B. Louis that he 
would not be appointed Indian agent owing to my being opposed to the 
measures of Genl. Jacksons administration, that Majr. Eaton talked 
about the duty of men to make sacrifices about patriotism &c. &c. 

In answer I wrote the following letter : 

[Page in diary blank] 



July 25th arived at Glasgow. Sold my hdrse for $50, and went 
to see Jo. Duncan. 

July 2Gth. Sold Jo. Duncan two hundred acres of land belonging 
to the heirs of my father at one dollar & fifty cents per acre amounting 
to three hundred dollars at a credit of two and three years. 

July 28th. Arrived at Harrodsburgh Springs in company with 
bishop Kavenscroft of N. Carolina found him very agreeable and inteli- 
gent Saw H. Clay just starting to Danville to attend a dinner [?] 
Eat breakfast and went to Lexington same night. 

July 29. Sunday went to hear the Bishop preach to to hear ^Ir. J. 
Young at night, got at Harrodsburgh a handbill of Kinkade charging 
M. V. B. W. T. B. & others with writing letters to influence the election. 

1829. July 30. Arived in Paris visited many of my old friends 
the next day, remained in Paris untill the 12th of August Spent my 
time rather unpleasantly owing to the political controversies among 
many of my old friends Advertised lots for sale had an auction but 
effected but little, sold pond lot for fifty two dollars to Pike This 
was all I sold at auction Sold one other lot of my sisters to Pike for 
one hundred and fifty Dollars sold brother Johns lot to Wni. Alexander 
for one hundred and ninetv dollars in cotton sold him the stone house 
& attached ground for six hundred dollars in cotten at 15 cents per doz 
Sold H. Brent my lot (m j)ublic square for one hundred and fifty 2 
dollars gave checks to Garrard Hickman Bain Moreland McElvain & 
Ingles & Burr and closed all of my accounts and liabilities in Paris 
except a small balance to Garrard & Hickman which will remain after 
the checks are paid Sold one of Jo. Duncans notes for one hundred 
and fifty dollars to Wm. Alex.r for $145. in cotten at 15 ets per Doz 
transfered the other to Thos. & Will Kelley of Paris to pay brother 
Johns debt for same amount $150 the money or cotten received for Stone 
house I expect to sell to pay my checks as I owed the debts to Garrard 
& Hickman on account of nionev borrowed out of Bank to send mv 
brother Thos. A. Duncan to school which with the interest amounts to 
much more than the price received for said House but I never expect to 
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make further claim for this and other monies I have advanced to & for 
my brother. The one hundred and fifty dollars is to be paid my sister 
for the lot I sold to Pike for that amt. only, having sent cotten for the 
one sold for fifty two to her at Illinois. 

20th March 1830 Handed Mr. K^ne by request two recommenda- 
tions to the Secretary of War in favour of James M. Duncan for Indian 
agent The 1st signed by James Hall, Charles Prentice, R. K. McLaugh- 
lin, James Black, E. C. Berry, Wm. H. Brown & James Whitlock (30th 
Nov 1829) The 2nd was signed by T. W. Smith, J. D. Lockwood, Wm. 
Wilson and Thomas C. Brown dated Dec 8th 1829 

E. K. K. senator told H. H. Maxwell & myself that he had dined 
twice & had the 3d invitation to dine with the president 18th of March. 
This is to my mind another concljisive proof that the President does not 
rely upon the propriety of his acts or appointments for the support of 
the senate as I have heard of no member of the H of B being invited 
more than once but this is only one of many instances that I have ob- 
served of an effort to conciliate the senate to use no worse term. 
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WILLIAM MURRAY, TRADER AND LAND SPECULATOR 

IN THE ILLINOIS COUNTRY. 

' By Anna Edftu Marks. • 



I. INTRODUCTORY SURVEY. 
II. WILLIAM MURRAY, TRADER IX ILLINOIS. 
III. WILLIAM MURRAY, LAND SPECULATOR IN ILLINOIS. 
CONCLUSION 

CHAPTER I. 

Intkoductouy Survey. 

The untold possibilities of the extensive and fertile Mississippi 
\'alley were practically unknown to the British when they became sover- 
eigns of this region by the Treaty of Paris in February, 1763. It was 
evident that a colonial policy needed to be determined and inaugurated 
in order to protect the Indians from exploitation by the unscrupulous 
traders; and thus dispel their well founded distrust of the English. 
But the many conflicting opinions as to the nature of such a policy and 
the dissensions among the ever changing ministries in England proved 
an insurmountable obstacle to the launching of whatever policy was 
planned. 

In England, westward expansion was viewed from three angles — 
there were some persons who heartily favored it as a means of produc- 
ing markets for English goods ; others who favored a gradual process ; 
while there .were those who, deeming its primeval condition more con- 
ducive to fur trading, absolutely disapproved of any settlements west of 
the Appalachian Mountains. 

The first definite constructive w^ork towards a colonial policy after 
1763 was done by the youthful Lord Shelbume, then President of the 
Board of Trade. Realizing the emigrating spirit in the eastern colonies 
and the temptation to occupy the rich lands in the West, he wished to 
satisfy this tendency but at the same time to pacify the anxious fears 
ol' the Indians who saw their hunting grounds gradually shrinking in 
size. For these reasons, building upon the work of his predecessors, he 
proposed that a boundary line be run beyond which no white settlements 
could be founded until the Imperial government had purchased the land 
from the Indians. The ministrv, considered this boundarv line merelv 
a flexible and temporary demarcation which would be extended west- 
ward as new purchases would from time to time be made by the Enijlish 
government. This plan would allow for a gradual and legitimate settle- 
ment of the West. 

♦ Thesis for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts in History. College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences. University of Illinois, 1919. 



Unfortunately fate doomed its exeeulion to be poatponed, Pontiac's 
War allowed no time for the establishment of such ti carefully laid 
boundary line ; and ao on October 7, a proclamation naming the Appa- 
lucliian Mountains as the termination of settlements was issued by Lord 
Shelbume's successor, Lord Hiilsborough, It was not until the Treaty 
of Fort Stanwijc in November. 17(18, tbat the boundary line favored by 
lid Shelburne was accepted by tlie Iroquois Indians. 

The regulation of fur trade was one of the paramount considera- 
of the ministries when they viewed western policies. The only 
'ictiun upon fur trading, according to the Proclamation of 171)3, 
Was the need of licenses which the governors of the respective coloniea 
were to issue to prospective western traders upon their promise to obey 
any new trade regulations. In the summer of 17(54, tlie Board of Trade 
proposed that an Imperial department of Indian aftairs, dependent 
neitlier upon the military coniraauder-in-diief nor upon the colonial 
governments, be credited. A detailed administrative system was worked 
out and a corps of oificials, including superintendents for llie territory 
'th and south of the Ohio, were to he appointed. 
But once again the hope of obtaining a system of administrative 
for the West was blighted. A tax on fur trade had been sug- 
iB the means of defraying the expenses necessary for such a cen- 
vlized organization by the Old Wliigs, who were responsible for the 
repeat of the odious Stamp Act, were adverse to passing an act of 
colonial taxation. As a result, no Imperial plan was put iuto eseciUiim 
ly the home government. In March, 1768, the control of Indian trade 
again placed in the control of the individual colonics.' Since the 
r did not agree as to one common policy, uncontrolled trading re- 
ted. In this same month, steps for some regulation had been token 
in Illinois. Captain Forbes, the commandant at Fort de Chartres, 
ordered all traders to state the number of packs that ihey were sending 
down the Mississippi and also to give a security of £300 to the effect 
that these gooda were destined for a British post. The governor of 
Louisiana was notified to keep the people of his province from ascondine 
the Illinois, Ohio, and Wabash Rivers. But these measures actually did 
little to prevent New Orleans from receiving most of fhe Illinois peltry. 
No complete system of civil government for the West was provided 
until the passage of the Quebec Act in 1774. This negligence, most 
likely due to the prevalent ignorance of the ^character of the villages 
and to the desire of promoting the fur trade rather than sclllement, 
caused the French much discomfort. Consequently we Tmd the task oE 
maintaining order devolving upon the English commandants. Thia 
duty, which did not legally belong fo their olTice, was very poorly exe- 
,ted liy the military men.' 

.\lthough several attempts had been made to relieve \]n\ French 
son at Fort de Chartres during Pontiac's War, it waa not until 17C5 
|st the Illinois country was actually occupied by the British troops." 
le British and Coloninl governments felt that once the British garri- 
took possession of the posts, trade, which followed its natural outlet 
High New Orleans, could he directed eastward up the Ohio and 
itered in Pcnm^vlvania. Meanwhile traders in Pennsylvania watclied 
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conditions with a hopeful eye, ready to seize their first opportunity to 
participate in any advantages resulting from the Treaty of 1763. 

Fort Pitt at the head of the Ohio River was the rendezvous of groups 
of eastern merchants interested in fur trading. The first company to 
enter actively into the exploitation of Illinois was that of Baynton and 
Wharton, later known as Baynton, Wharton, and Morgan, when the 
name of Baynton's son-in-law, George Morgan, was added. Morgan, 
young and full of optimism, hecame their personal representative in 
Illinois. As early as March, 1766, five bateaux of their goods, to be 
exchanged for the Indians' peltry, were making their way down the 
Ohio, under the command of John Jennings.* In order to discourage 
the Shawnee from carrying their furs to other traders at Fort Pitt, 
this firm had established a post on the Scioto River. But certain mer- 
chants had no intentions of allowing Baynton, Wharton, and Morgan, 
to monopolize the fur trade. On October 4, 1766, Simon and Milligan, 
John Gibson, Alexander Lowrey, and others at Fort Pitt protested to 
Sir William Johnson, Indian superintendent, against the establishment 
of the Scioto post.** 

Especially opposed to Baynton, Wharton, and Morgan was the Lan- 
caster group of merchants whose pioneering and speculative spirits were 
as fresh in 1768 as in 1748, when they expended their first efforts to- 
wards the West. The mere mention of names of Joseph Simon, David 
Franks, George Croghan, and William Trent recalls a host of trading 
operations in which they figured prominently. Probably the most im- 
portant merchants of this group were Joseph Simon® and David Franks 
who composed the firm of "Levy and Franks.^' In addition to their 
individual enterprises, it was customary for these men to enter from 
time to time into special partnerships with each other. Their special 
interest was fur trading and Lancaster was early the origin of many 
such expeditions into the present states of West Virginia, Ohio, and 
Kentucky. 

To be concerned in the activities of this group was a practical pre- 
paration for western fur trading. Two enterprising young men, Barnard 
and ^lichael Gratz, were especially fortunate in receiving such a busiiiess 
education. Each in turn became a clerk in David Franks' Philadelphia 
counting house, Barnard in 1754, and Michael in 1759; and thus ac- 
quainted with David Franks' associates. Their relationship was further 
enhanced by the marriage of Michael in 1759 to the daughter of Joseph 
Simon. After 1760, the two brothers were often concerned together in 
various business operations, but in 1768 they formed the wholesale firm 
of B. and M. Gratz of Philadelphia. Their natural interest in the West 
was greatly stimulated in the summer of 1768, by their knowledge of 
the Iroquois Confederacy's intention to cede land in the present state of 
Virginia to traders who had suffered losses during Pontiac's War.^ It 
was in that year that William Murray made his debut into Illinois his- 
tory as their agent. 

But who was this William ^lurray and why was he chosen to repre- 
sent the Gratz Brothers in Illinois, one may well ask. The question 
of his identity is moot. In November, 1764, a Capt. William Murray 
of the forty-second regiment of Royal Highlanders, commanded five com- 
panies at Fort Pitt. It is probable that he had taken part in the 
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critical battle of Bushy Run, the year before, under Colonel Bouquet.* 
We have record of him still acting as commandant at Fort Pitt late in 
the year of 17GG.^ While in charge of Fort Pitt, he became intimately 
acquainted with George Croghan, the deputy agent of Indian affairs, 
anil possibly with his associates. In this frontier post, he learned-first 
hand the frontier practices — the squatters, and the ensuing Indian re- 
sentment, and at one time was ordered to remove some homesteaders at 
Mod Stone Creek.^" Being in frequent communication with Major 
Farmar and his successors at Fort de Chartres, Captain or Major (these 
titles were used interchangeably) Murray was no stranger to the condi- 
tions existing in Illinois. Moreover, the Western traders and merchants, 
waiting to embark on new ventures and returning from previous ones, 
gathered at Fort Pitt where they talked over their anticipations and 
disappointments, sold their peltry, purchased new merchandise, and 
gossiped about condition* in general. Captain Murray himself, pur- 
chased merchandise from Baynton, Wharton, and Morgan with which to 
alleviate the almost continuous complaints of the Indians. The fact 
that Captain Murray was^well acquainted with western conditions and 
men added to the absence of his name in the Pennsylvania Archives 
after William Murray appears in Illinois, suggests that they may have 
been one and the same man. Of course, it is possible that he may have 
sailed with those Royal Highlanders who left America in 1767.^^ At 
present, the question has not been definitely decided. 

CHAPTER ir. 
WiLUAM Murray, Trader in Illinois. 

William Murra}', trader and land speculator, before going to Illi- 
nois was not unacquainted with the East. Such reference as: **You 
know him (David Franks),*' by Michael Gratz in writing to Murray, 
"when he takes a thing into his head, it is not so easily forgot,'* and 
"Since my Brother Barnard's letter to you, mentioning his going to 
London in company with your old and esteemed friend, Miss Richi 
Franks,'' lead us to infer that Murray knew the Fi'anks family exceed- 
ingly well.^- As an "old and esteemed" friend, Murray must have 
known "Miss Richi'' for many years.** His letters to and from the 
Gratz display much intimacy and regard for each other. Almost every 
letter contains some personal touch. The Gratz continually send wishes 
for Murray's health and remembrances to his family in which Mrs. 
Gratz and her children joined. Such allusions as the following are 
cliaracteristic of the friendliness and good will of the Gratz towards 
^lurray ; "I am glad to hear you made so good a hand of the goods you 
took with you, whether w^e are concerned in them or not, and I shall 
always be glad to hear of the welfare of our friend, who I hope will not 
forget us.** In Philadelphia, Murray had a large circle of friends who, 
John Ormsby wrote Murray after he reached Fort de Chartres, joined 
him in his wishes for his safe arrival and future success.*** 

Ormsby with whom Murray had had business relations, was well 
acquainted with the Murray family. The latter consisted of Mrs. 
Murray, Frankv and Miss Jennv, all of whom followed Mr. ]ilurrav to 
the West.*« 
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Murray had named Gratz as his attorney to close up liis affairs in 
the East — to settle all outstanding debts and to find a purchaser for his 
land in Shearman's valley. Having much faith in Barnard Gratz's 
fairness he left the terms of its disposal to his discretion." The disposal 
of his land would seem to indicate that he regarded his future home in 
Illinois as rather permanent, an assumption strengthened by the fact 
that his wife and two children soon joined him. 

Murra/s partnership with the Gratz must have been formed in the 
early summer of 1768, for he intended to accompany Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wilkins to the Illinois country. The latter with five companies of the 
eighteenth regiment was to relieve Captain Forbes and the garrisoa at 
Fort De Chartres. Although Wilkins left Philadelphia early in June, 
due to obstructions- from the inhabitants in the back parts of Penn- 
sylvania, he was unable to embark upon the Ohio before July 20.^^ 

These intervening weeks gave Murray ample time in which to make 
the final preparations for his new venture. On his way up to Fort 
Pitt, he stopped at Lancaster and visited Mr. Simon, whoift we are not 
surprised to find a factor in Murray^s expedition. Indeed part of his 
cargo to the value of £600 had been * purchased Of "Levy and Franks" 
(of which Mr. Simon was a partner) and £100 of silver work, including 
rings, bracelets, and earbobs, of Mr. Simon.^® These invoices, however, 
were both on the account of Moses Franks, Arnold Drummond, and 
Company of London.^** The Gratz were likewise sending an adventure 
in this cargo.^^ Thus we see how closely interwoven were the interests 
of the London and American merchants in the westward movement 
and how they both were gaging probable benefits to trade from the com- 
ing Fort Stanwix conference with the Indians. Murray's personal ac- 
count amounted to £320, and consisted mostly of shoes and stockings 
for soldiers.^^ 

The Fort Pitt wharf on the hot July day of embarkment was the 
scene of much commotion. Gloving exciti'<lly amongst the scarlet clad 
soldiers and roughly dressed traders, was William Murray — now shout- 
ing orders (often mingled with his fluent and colorful profanity) to 
the men busily engaged in unloading the casks of mm, the sacks of 
sugar and coffee, and the precious rifles and silverwork from the wagons 
as they slowly came uj); now hastening to see that they were carefully 
reloaded upon the large flat boats; now assigning new tasks to his clcjk, 
Mr. Burk, or himself taking a hand in the loading. And yot he was 
not a little pleased when he stopped to reflect, for the King's bateaux 
were carr}-ing his cargo. This arrangement saved him the co>t of 
bateaux men's wages and provisions, not a small item in transportation 
expenses. The long journeying about the intricate windings of tlie Ohio 
River for over a thousand miles to its mouth, was enlivened by tlio ])ur- 
suit of game, which proved very abundant after the Scioto Hiver was 
reached r' by occasional trading through which Murray fortunately dis- 
posed of most of his shoes <and rum; and by shooting the falls of the 
Ohio,-* wliich was reached August 8. When about 150 miles below the 
falls, the newcomers were initiated into the gruesome side of their new 
life, for news came of the murder of several hunters by Indian war 
parties. The journeyers met with no great impediments, until the rapid 
and muddy Mississippi was reached. In spite of their greatest exertions 
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uiialtlu lu Bscfuil liio stroug current, until scouts, going tiheuii 
'ort de nmrlree, swit Imek lioals in which purt of the cargoes wew 

Fort (Ic Chartres wub reuehed oarly iu September and on September 
olonel Wilkina took charge of the fort. The sight of the square 
Hfitif Tiirt with ha many lnop hules and bastion at each comer and the 
iii'flrliy siijiii,' hurnuiks, nuniiiaiidirig a vit-w, iki the uuc side, of the 
Alii«!<is8i[J|ii, and on the other, of Ihi; vusl expanse of nR'adows with their 
tall swaying grasses stretihing out till tliey mingled with the distant 
horizon, must iiave soothed their fatigued npirits." 

Upon Ilia arrival at I'ort de Chartres, Murray lost no time in stnrt- 

iug thu buBiiiess for which be had come to Illinois. His activities fall 

into thre« tiasscs; tradiug, provisioiiiug tlie garrison at Fort de Cliartres, 

and laud spectUation. Although the thread of each can be discerned 

us drstinrt in character, still being discharged by the same person and 

* same time, they tend to overlap at many points. Due to the 

ecfniing complexity of liis duties, we eliall consider each one not 

ly separately hut also as related to each other. 

Being desirous of establishing a business in Illinois, Murray soon 

hecjime uciiuainted witli his new surroundings. Of course he was not a 

total stranger, for on his trip he had learned to know Colonel Wilkins 

and most of the troops. Then too, as provisioner of the giirrison, ho was 

lost immediately thrown into constant commanication with tlie (nili- 

IHipuhitiou, Bol tbijre was one person who watched Murray's activi- 

with no little concern, Murray^s venture was not unknown to the 

sighted George Morgan, agent of Bayuton, Wliarlon, and Morgan, 

lO long before Murray s arrival had beeu anticipating such a business 

rat with no fvw misgivings and had sent each tiny scrap of informa- 

concerning him to bis firm. He had tried, however, to minimize 

probable results of his competition witli Murray, writing: "Depend 

it unless Mr. Murray be an adapt in busine.'is and the French 

,ie, ht' will not soon maki.i himself mawler of the trade here."*' 

it he feare<l miwt was tliat Murray might have negroes to sell, which 

ithat time cutuTfianded anything in the market, such as flour, cattle, 

" furs, 

Rayntoi) and Wharton had not reniaine<l inactive in thn East where 

had gleaned much knowledge of the business intentions of tJieir 

priispcL-tiv" comjictitor," They and Morgan were both aware tif Mur- 

ppojnfment as the Illinois agent not only of B. and M. tiral/ but 

also of ihit London .eyndiciife of Messrs. Franks, Xesbitt, and Sir Itobert 

lebrook who had i?ontracted to supply the Britisli garrisons in 

lerica. 

Soon after Murrn^v reached Illinoi.*. Morgan had frequent conver- 

lUH with him. Vigilant as ever, he wrote his colleagues: "Most 

of ^[urray8 other goods (that remained after his vendues along the 

Ohio) will remain with him unle.«8 we ISnd it prudent to purchase the 

whole from him — which 1 assure you I am no ways anxious to dfj — I 

lall exceed ray own judgment rather than 1ft him into the spirit of 

le trade. But in doing this I sliall be in no hurry — for except for a 

quarts of rum and sorai" pairs of shoes he has sold nothing."" 

13 H s 
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Morgan admitted, that he was particularly anxious to deprive Murray 
of his silver work which was greatly coveted by the Indians. But being 
desirous of selling Murray provisions, he acted very civilly toward him. 
Morgan, well educated and a man of cultured tastes, could prove a 
charming companion if he so desired and Wilkins and Murray could 
frequently be found dining with him. Occasionally, commissary Cole, 
McMillan, and Richardson joined this trio. 

With Mrs. Murray's coming in November, life in Illinois became 
more comfortable and happy for Murray, especially as his home was 
enlivened by his tw^o children, Frank and Miss Jenny.*® Murray soon 
became very attached to his new home and developed much confidence 
in the possibilities of the Illinois countrj'. "With a number of indus- 
trious Germans,^' he felt Illinois would make one of the finest countries 
in the world. Proper settlement in his estimation would certainly tend 
to drive away the conunon and distressing ague.*^ He had himself, 
made a small purchase of land which he felt if he has a "genius for 
husbandry would turn to good account.^' By land conveyances and 
vendues he was sure he could more than clear himself.*^ 

Let us follow Murray in his activities as a western merchant. To 
understand more clearly his trading activities it is advisable to consider 
them as dividing into the following periods : from his arrival in Illinois 
iu September, 1768, until his partnership with James Rumsey formed on 
^fay 19, 1770; from the formation of this partnership, until the fall 
(probably October 19) of 1770 when it was merged into that of "David 
Franks and Company;" from the fall of 1770 until April 3, 1773, when 
Murray was appointed their attorney to close up their business in Illi- 
nois ; from April 3, 1773, imtil his final departure from Illinois, during 
which period he acted now independently and now in partnership with 
others. 

Before turning to an examination of each individual period, let us 
consider some general considerations which are true for the whole time. 
The merchandise sent to Illinois was diverse in nature, extending from 
rat and mouse traps (for the presen-ation of the peltry) to soap which 
lost in its competition with the homemade brands of the industrious 
French housewife. The "Indian goods,'^ often sent, included among its 
scores of articles, guns, axes, kettles, pipes, blankets, scarlet cloth, linen, 
ribbons, laces, and silver trinkets as, hair ornaments, earrings, bracelets, 
and ann bands. Of course, large quantities of clothing were sent. There 
were occasional orders for shoes — as one order by Rumsey for one dozen 
"women^s neat clogs."^' In the cloth line, coarse goods, and checks 
were found the most salable. There was always a large demand for rum, 
wine, tea (green and bohea), coffee, spices and sugar, with which the 
inhabitants were prone to vary their plain diet. We have record of one 
shipment by the Gratz to "Franks and Company'^ consisting of fifty 
pounds of loaf sugar at 11^ pence (25 cents) a pound and thirty-two 
gallons of spirits at 51 pence ($1.05) per gallon, totaling over £9 or 
$45.^* Wien we stop to think that today we complain if sugar sells at 
ten cents a pound, and then consider the scarcity of money in those days 
and its greater purchasing power, we realize that it was indeed a luxury 
for the frontiersmen. The beverages were especially welcome during the 
frequent and distressing epidemics of the malaria. 
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The greater portion of tliis merchandise was shipped from Eng- 

of ten in the Wats of Mr, David Sproat," a Philadelpliia merchant 
id boat owner. These goods were either spoken for in advance by the 
American merchants, or purchased in England by them (if they chanced 
to he there) or by Uieir rebitives and fi'iends who were constantly on the 
lookout for goods suitable for western trade." These wholesalers, such 
as Uavid Franks, Joseph Simon, and the Grata Brothers in turn for- 
warded this merchandise in the contractor'a bateaux, carrying provisions 
for the troops, to the- traders 6uch as Murray and Rumsey actually 
stationed in Illinois. 

During Murray's independent trading and his brief partnership 
ritli Rumsey, sometimes he was concerned alone in tliese shipments as 
' portion {valued at £320) of the first Grata cargo to Illinois — or 
letimes the Gratz were concerned alone. When he was concerned 
alone, the Oratz merely acted as wholesalers, as did "Levy and Franks." j 
The latter concern sent the largest amount of the goods which was soltl 
on Murray's own account or on that of Gratz and Murray. The usui" 
practice was for Murray and the wholesalers to be jointly concerned iilt 
them. Interesting is the consignment of jewelry valued at (£95:8;S) 
Hent by the Gratz as adventure for tlieir children, Bachel, Solomon, and 
Frances. We note that the Gratz agreed to have it sold either on com- 
mission or else by allowing Murray and Rumsey to he one-quarter con- 
cerned in it.*' Due to the complexitiRs of the business arrangements 
between Murray and his associates, it is impossible to estimate his profits 
accurately. 
^ Murray's first cargo turned out exceedingly well. By June, ITOO, 
s able to rnnit the Gratz, £239:19:0 ($1,16?) assuring them if he 
1 had time to get in fees, vendue commissions, and outstanding debts 
1 private sales he could have made this check for £500 ($3,430) 
lore. He had also sent David Sproat, of whom he had purchased hia 
rst goods with a bond payable in December, the full amount of this 
md with interest till the twenty-ninth of August. 

After 1 768, due to the transference of the management of the Indian 
Eairs to the coloniea, Wilkins was forced to manage the local Indian 
Fortnnateiy for the business interests of the traders, Wilkins 
Keeded in keeping most of the Indians pacified. There were, however, 
mtinual rumors of an Indian war and threatened attacks upon Fort de 
fcartres in 176!> and several white settlers about the Post were 
OOurderGd," Murray, somewhat worried, warned the Gratz brothers 
that he feared mischief on the Ohio. By the spring of 176i), Murray 
had already felt the effects of the competition with the French traders 
at St. Louis and Sairte Genevieve, who succeeded in keeping many 
jldiaus away from the stores at Kaskaskia, Cnhokia, and Chartres vil- 
Eut he was too clever a business man, knowing the conditions, 
"stock up" in Indian goods, and therefore advised the Grata not to 
fed much goods." In spite of his wish that they should send him other 
lods on their joint account hy the first bateaux, Michael Gratz refrained 
1 doing so partly because of fear of a war by the discontented Sene- 
'" because of the scarctly of f^<««\s (due to the non-importatioti act) 
i because Mr. Franks insisted upon uaing for other purposes the goods 
ming in Mr. Spr'iafs boat, alttioiigh the Oratz Brothers had spoken 
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for them.** Knowing that the purchase of the goods in Philadelphia 
would be more expensive, they deterred from forming a cargo. 

Meanwhile Murray was in the depths of despair in not receiving a 
large cargo. He sent a letter to the Gratz full of disappointment. So 
disheartened was Murray, that he even suspected that the goods were not 
sent because his partners doubted his ability to pay for them. If this 
were the case, he felt that Mr. Franks would have advanced the monev — 
besides "[he] would have made [a] remittance before the goods produced 
[it].''" It was not the real Murray, buoyant and optimistic, who spoke 
flius. Being attacked for the sixth time with the fever, we can well 
understand his mood, especially when he concluded with the saying so 
common during our recent epidemic, 'T must go to bed and sweat." His 
despondency only accentuated his tastes for the luxuries of a more 
civilized life, for he exclaimed : "A plague ! why did you not send some 
good spirits, sugar, tea. Port wine, if possible, and some little et ceteras 
for my own use?''*^ This plea was answered by a cask of madeira, as 
with thorough searching Michael Gratz was unable to procure any port.** 
Murray's letter of September, brought a very gracious and reassuring 
reply from Michael Gratz. He was' assured that it was not any possible 
diffidence in his honor which prevented a shipment of goods, but merely 
a lack of goods, when the last bateaux left for the west, due to the non- 
importation act.*" Furthermore he was gathering a cargo to be shipped 
in the spring. He kept his promise faithfully, notifying Murray in 
April, 1770, that he had sent goods to the amount of £608:11:4 Penn,, 
($1,760) in the contractor's bateaux. It is interesting to note that Gratz 
credited Murray in their accounts with £186:7:111^ ($906) as one-half 
share of the profits of this venture.** From such transactions, we see 
that their profits were often one hundred per cent. One must remember 
that their risks were correspondingly great. 

We are rather surprised to find George Morgan's right hand man, 
James Rumsey,*^ going over to the enemy. Morgan had written of him 
on September 19, 1769, "It would be a principal part of my happiness 
to go hand in hand with a union of souls with Mr. Rumsey, through the 
different stages of life enjoying and partaking of each other's blessings 
or sorrows. This associate of Morgan, entered into partnership with 
Murray on May 19, 1770. 

The articles of agreement stated that Murray and Rumsey were to 
be partners at Kaskaskia for three years. Murray was not to be hindered 
in functioning as Commissary to the troops at Fort de Chartres nor as 
the agent of tlie Gratz Brothers. The £340 of goods whicli Murray had 
on hand were to he put up on their joint account, and they bound tliem- 
selves to the amount of £1,000. This agreement stipulated that David 
Franks, if he so de.sire<l, should be admitted as a joint partner.*^ This 
latter stQ]> was taken in the fall of 17 TO. Tlie Gratz Brotliers and 
Alexander Ross 1)ecanie the other members of this firm designated as 
"David FYanks and Com]mny." 

Jamos Rumsey entered immediately into the spirit of this new part- 
nership. In Jannarv, he intended to take invoice of the unsold goods 
belonging to the Gratz and to put them on the joint account. By the 
first of the new year he had disposed of the most salable part of the 
spring cargo sent by the Gratz Brothers. On January 26, he sent tliem 
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e bill for the amount of £640 in order to show lliem how much he 
bad Ihe interest of "Mr. Mtirrny'ii friends" at heart. Since Murray had 
gone Eaet on ti liusiuoiw trip, he was very busy attending to their three 
Btores, performing hia duties as Secretary to Wilkins, and counteracting 
the mucliiuations of hia former friend, ilorgaji, whom he now character- 
ized a£ H "Bedltuuite."*' Morgan's relations were also severed with 
IWilhius, and between 1770 and l'i'7S, Illinois was torn with party strife 
■— Morgan leading tile opposition, composed mostly of disconnected 
hench, against Kumsey and Wilkiun.*" 
I Bayntiln, Wharton, itnd Morgan detisritiiiieil to withdraw from IIU- 
ms in Ibe Spring of 1771. Murray informed Gralz on ilay 7, thai he 
md Runisey had purchased a large part of that Ilnii's residuo of mer- 
WUidise." This transdction caused the Uratz ni little concern, and 
ftey wrote October 2, — ^"was sorry to hear of t-he large purchase which 
ires made of B, W. and Morgan's old goods, whiuli I suppose must be a 
great deal of damngud aud unsalable goods uiriongst. Such a large sum 
OB we are told they exjwct in payment for the goods nest month — i am 
sure they cannot get without a large remittance from you."" Gratis 
socnifi to have had suspicions of Mr. Ruinsey and uautioned Murray to 
be frugal, industrious, and careful. They had rweived from Mr. Franks 
only Jiti40 (sent by Itumsey) on all the goods they had sent up and 
^^^^ged bim for a small remittance. ''^ 

^^^HT^Tha firm of "'David Franks and Company" did not coufmL' its oper- 
^^^Hpus to Fort de Ohartres, but on August 8, 1771. purchased three lots. 
^^^Htone house, and a mill for £'<H)ti Fenn., ($850) in Kjifbiskia. The 
^^jndenture was made in the name of Moi^es and Jacob Franks of Phila- 
del|>h)a, James Itumsev, and William Murray of Illinois."^ .Murray and 
Itumsey made frecpient business trips ea^t ns the letters forwaiiled took 
, long to rcucli their destinatiou tliat there were continual niisunder- 
Adings. On one return trip a blacksmith and a distiller, accompanied 
laisey in order to enlarge further the firm's imdcrtiikings. 
Besides his partnerships, Murray bad his own personal affairs. He 
lintatned a correspondence (mostly of a business nature) witll 
eesrs. Oallender, Thompson, Roker, Uurphey, Simon, and Burke of 
LLivkania. With some of these he was del>tor, as with Calh-nder and 
rnpson, and with other a creditor as with Mr. Cameron. In such 
[atiou!!, the Gratz acted for him in the East. During 177S, Murray 
iciated as the executor of the estate of Capt. Jamea Campbell, a former 
ut WilkiiiN* Court. Tn this capacity, he sold thi- estair at 
paid the laliiircrs who had worked on it, and compensated 
Pranks and Company" tW supplies furnisher! the slaves."'" 

Alihougli the Grata and David Franks were very much concerned 

1 tliesp trading ventures, j'ct that was not their all-absorbing interest. 

sinci- Samuel Wharton had sailed to London on behalf of the 

Idiana Grant, these prominent eastcrnera had watched his progress 

'"i hrt-alhlesB interest. Wharton had received a private opinion from 

til Camdim and Lord CluinecHor Yorke in 17(1!* lo the effect that 

Mgs lo land purchased directly from the Indian tribes by indiriduals 

r groups of individuals would be upheld hi the British courts." In 

of Wharton's attempts to keep this opinion secret, it leaked out 

1772. nV knowknlge of it most likely Uil lo the decision of 



198 

"Pranks and Company'* in 1773, to discontinue their trading operations 
and take advantage of this opinion by entering into land speculations 
of their own/^ On April 3, consequently, Murray was appointed their 
attorney with full power to settle and close up the business of this com- 
pany whose partnership was soon to expire/® 

In this settlement we gain some idea of the way in which they had 
conducted this business and its magnitude. Prom October 19, 1770, 
to April 24, 1773, the Gratz furnished "Pranks and Company^' with 
£1,953 :104% ($9,600) worth of merchandise. On July 1, 1773, they 
had a balance of £1,560:0:11 ($8,392) with this concem.^^ They 
profited as wholesalers on the goods which they sent and besides, shared 
in the profits after the goods were retailed. It is probable that David 
Pranks did likewise. We have record of one shipment alone by him 
amounting to £724:10:10 ($3,520). Murray and Rumsey in addition 
to the profits on the final sale of the goods, must have received remuner- 
ation for their services. Murray continued to be in account with 
"Levy and Pranks" on November 20, 1772, they credited him with 
£14,641:6:1014 ($71,157) because of disbursements he made at the Illi- 
nois between June 25, 1770, and September 10, 1772.®® We see by the 
last statement that Joseph Simon, member of "Levy and Pranks" was 
also concerned in Murray^s affairs. Rumsey made his final settlement 
in September, with "Pranks and Compan/^ through William .Murray. 
His account consisted of 10,634 livres (Prench money) most of which 
was to be paid in flour and other provisions for the garrison.®^ 

We can see that the trading operations were often closely associated 
with the provisioning of the troops. Before following these merchants 
in their land speculations let us take a brief survey of the history of 
the provision branch. Prom Kaskaskia on July 11, 1768, Morgan had 
written of a contract made by Mr. Moses Pranks and two other London 
gentlemen for provisioning the troops there at 131/^ Sterling per ration 
or twenty-seven cents per person per day. Moses Pranks, Mr. Nesbitt, 
and Sir Robert Colebrook had for several years supplied the British 
armies in America with food.®^ It was William Murray who acted as 
deputy for David Pranks at Port de Chartres where he was to personally 
supervise the fulfillment of the contract mentioned by Morgan. The 
failure to receive this contract was a great disappointment to Baynton, 
Wharton, and Morgan.®^ So apprehensive was Morgan of its detriment 
to their interests, that he urged the senior members of his firm to 
arrange with Mr. Pranks to supply William Murray with the rations 
at 13^ pence Pennsylvania, or New York currency.^* In this way their 
firm could profit from the sale of provisions while the London company 
could profit by the difference of exchange. 

Morgan did achieve his end in this branch, for within a few weeks 
after Murray reached Port de Chartres, he procured his order for 35,000 
pounds of meat to be delivered by Pebruary for the garrison at Fort de 
Chartrcs.^^ Morgan charged Murray higher rates for these provisions, 
except the pork than had l)een formerly charged, by agreeing to deliver 
the provisions in the English weight which was 12 per cent, to 9 per 
cent, higher than the Prencli weight. He was also to be allowed one- 
half bushel of salt for preserving the meat, for every barrel of beef of 
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^ 1 pounds. 'J^us, altliough L'ompelitora, Hurray and 
keinaelves dcpeudent upon eiicli otlicr. 

Murray id turn roceived vouchers from tlie goveriimejit through 
. HeeJ, coinmissurj' at fort Pitl."" It appears that in 1709, a Mr. 
i manager of the contractors at Fort Pitt. In this capacity he 
s in the hahjt ol Biipplying the contractors, of whom Murray was one, 
Fwith provisionB from the East. We might well infer that the Franks 
by this time preferrt-d to fulfill their own contracts ratlier tlian to pur- 
chase the provisions from Baynton, Wharton, and Morgan. Murray, 
however, embarrassed Ross by not sending hini an account of what he 
needed ; and so Hoss knew not how to supply him. Heed, perturbed by 
B^urray's actions wrote Wilkins that Jdurray might deem it below him 
^E scud the account, adding : "Trade which makes the contractor's people 
^Boh often make them above their business."** Murray may have sent his 
^Rdcr directly to Mr. Franks or to the Commissary General. 
^R The provisioning of the garrison never seemed to have been satis- 
factory to the military officials. Murray and Wilkins in the late spring 
^B 17~0 had a dispute about the provisions, Wilkins wrote Ilumsey: 
Ha must beg tJiat there be an end to this dispute and that the troops arc 
^ngularly served as T have ordered, and which is the only manner they 
^Bi bo fed at present vizt as at Xew York or Philadelphia or other places 
^Hjcro cutllu is to be got when demanded. T caiuiot sc>e in what nniuner 
^Kr. Murray proposes to make a deposit of fresh meat otlierwise than I 
^wve directed weekly, shnll desire Lieutenant Do Berniem lo consult him 
H^ Uiat head. Am not surprised at Mr. Murray's insinuation with re- 
^■pect to the credit hi- has given me for deposits made in my name but 
^Kust declare that I have never asked any price but left the matter to 
^Hni aud yourself at any rate I ciinnot boust of my farming scheme but 
^bt happy to find all articles so much reduced since I took the same 
^Bl hand I have myself much to do at present, therefore must beg that if 
^Hr. Murray and yourself have more to say in the present dispute (where- 
in 1 have nothing in view but justice to the public and contractors) 
^Biat you will make me a visit so as to put an end to the affair, and 
^Bf Mr. Murray imagines he hatli given me a partial credit — he pleased 
^H> apoliigizo for my not remitting to liim at present."" But Wilkins 
Hns soon again on terms of friendship vrith Eumsey and Murray. He 
^■rrote Itunisey, on October 25, that he hoped the excesses which he had 
^■ifrered at Fort de Chartres would cease at Kaskaskia, and sent his re- 

^nrds to Mr. Murray. .*■ 

^B liieuteu ant- Colon el Wilkins was discharged from the service in Sep- 
^■emher, 1T71, on the charge of falsifying accounts and taking large sums 
^Bo himself."' He w«s succeeded by Maj. Isaac Hamilton who after 
^feandoning and destroying Fort de Chartres left fifty soldiers at Fort 
^■age, near Kaskaskia, under Capt. Hugh Lord.'^ 

^K Gage ordered Capt. Hugh Lord to inquire into frauds suspected 
^Hf the contractor's agitnfc — Mr, Murray. Captain Ijord informed Qage 
^■lat in September, 1172, Colonel Wilkins had made a requisition for a 
^Wpoait of provisions, hut that the huffalo beef had to be condemned. 
^He stated further that Murray, who was at that time acting for tho con- 
^Kftctore and most of his einployees were away; and so he was preventpd 
^Hom giving the requested inforaiafion." After the abandonment of 
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Fort de Chart res in September, and the withdrawal of most of the troops, 
we have scarcely a mention of the provisioning of the troops except, when 
Murray ^\*^ote the Gratz in 1773 from Pittsburg that if Croghan's in- 
formation be correct "that the administration (intended) to send a 
battalion to the Illinois xjountry, as they had at last found it to he the 
master key to Canada they would not fail doing sometliing worthy /^"^ 

CHAPTER 111. 
William Murray, Land Specul^vtor in Illinois. 

It was during Murray's brief sojourn with Croghan mentioned in 
the previous chapter, that Murray was assured by that latter that Lords 
Caniden and York had personally confirmed to him their opinion con- 
cerning Indian titles, when he was last in England. Murray quite elated 
over this confession transmitted it to the Gratz adding, "So courage, my 
boys. I hope we shall yet be satisfied for past vexations attending our 
concern at the Illinois.'' A traveler whether by land or canoe or barge 
was almost always the deliverer of some letters or goods at his destina- 
tion, ^lurray brought three horses here to Mr. Mahon. Light-hearted 
and jestingly he wrote, "By two of them (horses) he sold in a few 
minutes after he gained possession, he gained eleven pounds. You see, 
Michael, that a Scotch-Irishman can get the better in a bargain with 
a Jew. I cannot have it in my power to transgress the Mosaic law by 
eating swine's flesh here. Not an ounce of it can be had in this beggarly 
place ."^* 

Murray did not tarry long in the East but returned soon to Illinois 
in order to make the land purchase, which he and his partners had 
planned during his stay, as quickly as possible. Murray continued his 
journey down the Ohio with brighter prospects than those which had 
attended his former returns. Already twenty-two stockholders had 
signed the proposed new land affair, including Thomas Marshall of Y'ork ' 
County, Capt. John Campbell, Bobert Callender, and William Thompson 
of Cumberland County. All of these men were Pennsylvanians.'^^ Thus 
as early as May, fairly definite plans for the Illinois company had been 
formulated. Murray upon arriving at Kaskaskia on June 11, made 
known the opinion of the British lawyers to Captain Lord. But the 
latter, far from acquiescing and allowing himself to encourage such 
schemes, replied that: ^^le should not suffer him to settle any of the 
lands as it was expressly contrary to his Majesty's orders" — referring 
of course to the provisions of the Proclamation of ITeS.*^** But Murray's 
spirit was not one to be daunted by pessimistic denunciations of one 
of his Majesty's less important servants. During the month of June, 
Murray held several public conferences at Kaskaskia with the Illinois 
tribes, to which the British officers and the residents of the village were 
invited. Such an open meeting together with liis orders against giving 
the Indians liquor, he thought, would show he had no intentions of 
trickery. He allowed nearly a month for their transactions, in order that 
the chiefs and sachems would have plenty of time for deliberation and 
consultation with the tribes which they represented.^^ 

The bronzed Indians with their blankets wound about them — so* 
standing in majestic dignity, others lounging about smoking their I 
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i coated sotJiors; the buckskin clad Frend 

Jon thf purchase price consisting of piles of bright red blankets, shirts, 

ockings, ehiiiing brajus kettles, steel knivcB, sucks of flour; and evea 

tsttb and horses — mu^t iiuvc formed a peculiarly striking and impresBive 

tting for the signing of tbe agreement perfected on Jiih' 5 at Kiia- 

lekiii. Bj thi» ooutract, Williaiu Murray purchased for bimself and his 

olleagiies two tracts of land east of the Mississippi River— ont^ between 

Ohio and ibe Miasis&ippi Hivers just below Kaskaekia,. and the other 

1 ibe mouth of tbo Mijisoiiri north to that of the iUinoia, »ud thence 

Kllong tho latter'a course. But even more impressive was the ceremony 

toelf— the truuBlntion and explanation into French of tbe complicated 

md formal deed, by Kichard Winston to Jlichael i'liue and Piero Bloit, 

pndinn interpretiirs, who in turn repeatfd the lengthy explanation, in 

Efae most i-eremoniaj manner, to tlie Indians." The Indian chieftains 

^foro tlie entire asstmiblago assented to this transtereiice and, one by 

le, set their eharacteristic seals, in Uie form of bear's heads, fish, or a 

if hflpt.iaed, upon Ibe parchment. The cost of this purchase was 

ter etated to have heen $3(,32(i.l7,'» 

The interpreters were duly sworn before^ tbe conunnndant of tlie 
is, rapt, Hugh Lord, who certified this act on July 30, ITI''. In 
, it took about fifteen days to complete the transaction. On examin- 
; the list of the twcntj--two grnniees we End hhat all except Moses 
I Jacob Franks of London, William Murray of Illinois, and James 
tnnisey. Iat<? of Illinois, were Pennsylvanians. Most of them had had 
sinesa dealings witli the Franks Company (all of whom were gran- 
»), We noliee the familiar names of David Sproat. Milligan. and 
Ibii Jn^rlis of Philadelphia; JoBeph Simon and Andrew Ix'vi of Lan- 
! Menshall of York I'ouiity; Kobcit Callender of Ciiin- 
Irland (^ounty: and John Campbell of Pittsburg who with the (JratK 
^ned Croghan's closest associates. All of tliese men had been con- 
fcted vfilh trading with Illinois and being naturally speculative, it is 
t surprising to llnd (hem venturing together in a quicker rcalizatiou 
I profits, \Ve have seen that Murray had not tried to get tbe consent 
I the British Omncil before making this purchase hut had worked on 
assumption tliat the Indiail tribes were sovereign nations who could 
Ant lands and that, although the British Crown wus the [lossessor of 
B territory, it did not personally own the soils since it had never pur- 
aaed or leased tbe land itself. 

This deviation of policy to buy lands without government sanelion 

which seemed a defiance to British control and even in direct opposi- 

Ion to thi.' Proclamation of \7M, canscd an almost cnntiuuouii exchange 

f Hters between the British authorities. In a letter written September 

I Hnldimand, Superintendent .Tohnson condemned such ]inrcha'c« 

B these words: "T think Mr, Murray's proceedings very extraordinary. 

Bphe spirit of purchasing and pushing settlfments into the back country. 

"mole from the influence of government and where they do ns they 

tso prevali'ni. tbnr unlps-s his Mnjefity shall fall on some 

prevent it, 1 dt?spair of its ever being done."* From 

mson fe.ared STich parcbasea would cause no small 

Haldimand replied to Johnson that he was 

iter'i-. opiniiiii runr-'i-iiiug those purohn.'ses corri'-s- 



202 

ponded with his own, in their representation to the Secretary of State, 
[Dartmouth] .^^ Haldimand sent his objections to Dartmouth in Nov- 
ember. Although no actual settlements had been made, still he feared 
that settlements which were rumored to be made in the spring by emi- 
grants from the East, would irritate the Indians and make the region 
one of lawlessness.®^ 

The grantees, realizing the opposition of the crown to their pur- 
chase, when they could receive no aid from their own state, Pennsylvania, 
cleverly seized upon the plan of obtaining the sanction of Virginia, which 
by her charter claimed the whole Northwest.®^ Accordingly Murray 
went East, and on April 19, 1774, presented a petition on behalf of the 
lUinois Land Company to the Earl of Dunmore, Governor of Virginia, 
asking that: ^^Virginia extend her laws and jurisdictions over their 
* purchase since it was within her limits.** Their reasoning follows logic- 
ally: That they wished for well regulated commerce and to avoid the 
evil consequences which come with irregular and lawless emigrants, that 
such regulated settlements would form a frontier for the present frontier 
of Virginia as well as for the other states, and that they would comply 
with any rules, such as quit rents, which Virginia should choose to im- 
pose. 

Murray knew the way to a true speculator's heart, such as Governor 
Dunmore's of Virginia, and most likely promised him due compensation 
for his support. Dunmore strongly urged Dartmouth to act favorably 
on this petition of April, a copy of which he sent him in May,®^ and spoke 
highly of the names attached to the petition.*® The three men were 
known to him, especially, Mr. Murray, of whom he said, *^[He] has been 
long a merchant in the Illinois country, knowing well the country which 
they were about settling and thoroughly understands the advantages that 
may be derived from their settlement there, to trade which is the prin- 
ciple of their undertaking and therefore cannot be prejudicial in any 
sense to His Majesty.'' Dartmouth, who did not react favorably to his 
proposal, wrote Johnson that Dunmore's reasons had not weight with 
him.*^ 

Meanwhile Murray was busy planning his "compensation" for Dun- 
more. As early as May 16, 1774, he spoke of the "old and new affair" 
about which he had had letters sent to the Franks Brothers of London. 
His activity shows him to be the prime instigator. Plans were well under 
way as he wrote the Gratz on that day: "Further exploring has been 
determined upon at last meeting; some settlement to be made by way 
of taking possession, and all former transactions fully approved by those 
who were not formerly concerned, as well as on the part of the new 
hands."** Eight Marylanders had already signed the new affair. 

Murray's hopes once again seemed high and gave rise to such ex- 
clamations as "My rib presents her compliments to you" — and his little 
joke at the expense of Michael Gratz of whom he writes : "Now as the 
Devil will have it, you must be informed forsooth, that Moses was upon 
the top of a mount in the month of May — consequently his followers 
must for a certain number of days cease to provide for their families, 
though perhaps he may be promoted to such high rank above that he 
may think it beneath his dignity to associate with his countrymen.'* 
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The border warfare on the Ohio in 1774, increased in grneEomeoess. 

Murray wrote the Grata from Philadelphia that verbal reports of the 

murder of thirty-eight or forty-eight Indians by white people had reached 

them. "If this intelligence be true," he anxiously wrote, "it would mean 

ich againfit iis and greatly endanger my scalp, I hourly hope to hear 

it the report ia void of tnith."'" These rumblings bespoke of the 

inmore War wliich soon broke out. This war involved Virginia and 

a and made the western Indians restless and Illinois the 

scene of frequent raids.^" Murray was still in Philadelphia in June 

and Michael Gratz hoped he would not leave until he learned the reports 

of the raids along the Ohio were groundless and advised that he return 

" New Orleans. 

Meanwhile the British ministry had not viewed Murray's purchase 

favorably as had Lord Dunmore. General Gage then in England 

■ged tiio ministry very strongly against validifyiug the grant. As early 

as May, the Secretary's opposition was known to the speculators through 

a letter written by Samuel Wharton to his brotlier stating that: "Lord 

Dartmouth had sent orders to Lord Dunmore not to grant a foot of 

ids to any person on the Ohio and for him to make null and void the 

itents he has already granted."' 

^age wrote to Capt. Hugh Lord commending his opposition to 

land pnrchn.ses which greatly plwiscd Lord Dartmouth. lie then ■ 

ted the following commands: "you will therefore take all opportuni- 

to acquaint the lu(!ians with this, His Majesty's concern for their 

ippincss and welfare, in preventing persons taking advantage of them 

id purcliasing the lamls which it, is llic Iving's detennined resolalion 

io reserve to them, and to prevent as much aa lays in your power any 

[purchase so coulran? to the royal will and regulations * * • and 

-*'iat his Majesty's new subjects may not be deceived and persuaded to 

It contrary to the intent of it [i. e. tlie Proclamation] you will be 

leased to order the \otary Pubbc to erase from his Hegisters auy of 

proceedings relative to the purchase already made and publicly to 

'test against them, and to declare all that has been or may bo done 

iri'aftcr relative to it void and of non-effect." 

It was these unlawful purchases which caused the British ministry 
the Quebec Act of June, 17i4, to include Illinois in the province of 
By so doing they hoped to discourage seltlements in Illinois, 
ice ttie residents could not enjoy English law; and thus fur trading 
Id be encouraged. An annulment of Murray's deed was attempted. 
ighteen months subsequent [about January, 1775] to this transac- 
m [July, 1773 purchase]" stated Murray. '"General Gage ordered— 
!aptaiu Lord] to convene the Indian chiefs afresh after I purchased 
IP lands, and to inform them ; 'That notwithstanding the sale they had 
dc, and the consideration that they might hold these lands and that 
ley were still their property," After some deliberation, the chiefe re- 
jed: 'That they thought what the Great Captain said was not right; 
lat they had sold the lands to me and my friends not for a short time. 
It. as long as the sun rose and set; That I had paid them what they 
;1 agreed for and to their satisfaction and more than they had asked 
: — find they would protect, us against our enemies and we do the same 
them wbpn we settled.' "** Murray, was content with the Indian 
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reply and ignored the rebuke from the crown. In September he com- 
menced a series of negotiations similar to those of 1773, at Post St. 
Vincent and Ouiatenon with the different tribes of the Piankashaw and 
Wea. 

He was not acting merely on the Camden opinion, for he wrote: 
"Previous to my commencing to negotiate either purchase, I had records 
examined [kept since early days by the French.] to see what lands were 
ceded by — the Indians for garrisons or use of the inhabitants and by 
what titles the latter held them."®® If the Crown could stop his pur- 
chase could they not nullify the French claims? And what an uproar 
such reasoning would cause among the French. By consulting the oldest 
Indians and the earliest French settlers, he learned that their land hold- 
ing "originated from cessions obtained for a valuable consideration from 
Indians," stated that his purchases were made from the same Indians.®® 
These Indians he claimed were sovereign and not tributary to the Six 
Nations or any other Nation. 

Was the idea that Frenchmen who once bought land from the 
Indians could do so again, the reason for having his French partner, 
Louis Viviat, act as the purchaser of the Wabash lands ?®' Did he reason 
that the English Crown would not dare oppose such a prominent French- 
man as Louis Yiviat who was merely reiterating the acts of other French 
settlers — on a larger scale of course? By using him, Murray could of 
course gain the good will of the French. In any case, Louis Viviat, 
prominent French merchant and former judge at Kaskaskia, held public 
conferences, similar in nature to those held in 1773, at Post Vincent and 
Vermillion. There he obtained from their chiefs on October 18, two 
large tracts of land, one above and one below Vincennes. Merchandise 
similar in chara<^ter to that used for the first purchase but valued at 
$-12,477.73 ($5,000 in excess of the former purchase) was paid for this 
land.^** The Earl of Dunmore's name stands prominently among the 
grantees, in fact his name is the first of the eighteen on the list and is 
followed by that of his son, John Mun-ay, Maryland had a fair repre- 
sentation and we note that William Murray^s brother, Daniel, is now 
engaged with him. This deed was duly registered on December 5, 1775. 
In the deed again appears the names of our old friends Moses and Jacob 
Franks, who with Murray and David Franks are the only grantees of 
177s. The names of Rumsey, Gratz, Campbell, Simon are conspicuous 
by their absence. With the American Eevolution, their most prominent 
sponser with the ministry, Lord Dunmore, was dropped from their 
journals. 

Events were moving with lightning rapidity in America during the 
fall of 1775 and the year 1776 — ^hopes of the removal of grievances began 
to engender thoughts in bolder minds of independence; parties were be- 
<iinning to form ; and the conservatives, neither Tory nor Pro-Independ- 
ent, began to be forced to cast their lot in with one of the two sides. 
William Murray must have watched these events with some apprehen- 
sions and yet with some hopes — war certainly would delay the settlement 
of these newly acquired lands, but now that Britain had shown her abso- 
lute disapproval of his undertakings by direct criticisms and by the in- 
ohision of Illinois in the Quebec Province, would he not have a hf^' 
chance by casting his fortunes in with the Eevolutionists. *■ 
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rprobably seiiteiJ the opjMirtuDity lo siJc in v 
[ainst England. 

In the e«rly Bummer of IT'G, Murrny left Illinois for the East, m 
^cr to exert more direct influence for his grants. Before leaving Ka#- 
iskia, he iDetruct«d hia brother Daniel, whom he left in charge of hi^ 
isteni affairs, to give everj- assistance to any American troops that 
ight nrrive there. These instructions he repeated through Col, George 
pibKon who came from New Orleans to Illinois.""' 

Faithful to Iiis brother's commands, Daniel Murray nroferretl valu- 

ble aid to flporge Kogers Clark upon his entry into Kuskaskia on July 

HTS. it is even sugpetited thai the loyal Daniel opened the door of 

) fort lo liini.'"' By the morning of the fifth he and Winston .had 

mty of proviflinns fur the fatigued iind hungry troops, whose gratitude 

f such friends of the American cmwe most have been very grejit."" 

Daniel Murray continued his assistance and supplied Clark with 

b"ge quantities offlnur. beof, pork. salt, tallow, li(juor, and merchandi?*!. 

(or these commodities, he ai'cepted continental money at gold valuation 

ithoiit. stopping rn consider depreciation, and he lale.r claimed to have 

idnced the French to do likewise.'"'' Not only did Daniel Murray net 

b voluntary [irovisiouer of the troops, hut he also acted an commissary 

'id quartermaster, and served in military operations under Clark, Hii: 

_8iNtance to th«? Virginians proved very detrimentjil to his interests and 

^ose of his brotlier. In a memorial on December 39, 1781, to the Vir- 

tttnia Delegates in Congn-ss, he jiraved them to save himself and hia 

roUier from ruin by the payment of" two hills for *ti.4H4?^ and $l.o30. 

e drawn hy Colonel Montgomery."" 

Altliough it is not within our si'iipc lo purine Jfurray's activities 

side of Illinois in any detail, yet the following account seems neces- 

ClarJt's undertakings were not unknown in the East. .After a 

mg interval of no meetings, the Illinois and Wabash Land Companies 

eld a joint session in Philadelphia on November 3, 1778, thirteen days 

before the news of Clark's achievement reached Williamsburgl ('nuhl 

Wt their western sympathizere such as Daniel Murray have sent them 

jwws of Clark's success? .\t this meeting, the companies detrrmine'i 

I unite, to rectify the indefinite boundary lines of the Illinois River 

ract of the 1773 purchase, to cede sufficient land to pay the soldiers 

mlisted in the American eauso, iind to present a memorial to iho Yir- 

Unia Legislature, William Murray was appointed as executor of ni.iny 

^. their proposed plans — to supervise the correction of the northern 

lundnry (for which idfld to be increased to £l,nUO if necessary was 

Bproximated) and to present their memorial to Virginia. Seeing that 

1 Virginia who actually occupied the Illinois country, the pro- 

Jietors wore anxious to make their claims formally known. On De- 

r 2C<, 17*8, William Murray presented this memorial to the Legie- 

tturc at Williamslrarg, After stating briefly that they had purchased 

bds on the Wabash River, the Illinois and Wabash Companies tactfully 

fa^ed that whi*ii conditions allowed for the settlement of these lands 

Bley had no intention to dispute the jorisdiction of Virginio or any other 

te rightfully claiming jurisdiction over them.'"' 

In 1771*, frciiiicnt ineetingH of the companies were held,'"" George 

-i-Tiei' of thp D<-i!iiration and now clmimiau of these companies 
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sent Capt. John Campbell, their surveyor-general, instructions for the 
founding of a town at the junction of the Ohio and Wabash Eivers, and 
the terms of settlement proposed. They informed him that Murray was 
their agent in this affair. 

In spite of Virginians reiteration on May 18 that no persons could 
purchase any land within her limits, the companies went hopefully ahead 
in completing their organization and plans. In August, they divided 
their lands into eighty-four shares, two of which were soon after sold 
to Mr. Bobert Morris, renowned financier of the Revolution, and Mr. 
John Holder, Counsel of France, for £8,000 each. With the names of 
these prominent members added to those of Gerard, the French minister 
wha had a large following in Congress, and Governor Thomas Johnson 
of Maryland, in addition to the ten members from Maryland, we are not 
surprised at Maryland's opposition to Virginia's obtaining permanent 
sovereignty in the West. On April 29, 1780, a definite constitution was 
drawn up ; a resolution was passed ordering that £4,000 (from the sale 
of the shares to Messrs. Holder and Morris) be paid to Murray, for de- 
fraying the necessary expenses of the Companies ; and detailed provisions 
were made for settlements at the mouth of the Ohio and Illinois Rivers 
as well as at the mouth of the Wabash. They decided to postpone the 
actual settlement of these sites until peace was declgjed.^°^ The various 
events leading to Maryland's ratification of the Articles of Confederation 
on February 2, 1781, showed plainly that the Companies could now hope 
for little success by working through Maryland alone. Knowing Mary- 
land's intention of ratification they presented a memorial to Congress 
on February 3, 1781, which found no favor.^®* The members of the 
United-Illinois-Wabash Companies refused to cast entirely aside their 
visions of golden prosperity, and we accordingly find them petitioning 
the Continental Congress in 1788,^^® the United States Congress in 1791, 
1797, and 1804.^^® The petition of 1791 had been presented by James 
Wilson, the eminent Pennsylvanian, and his friends. The House acted 
favorably on it but a dea(Uock in the Senate prevented any action.^^^ 
No better fortune favored that of 1797. The whole matter was finally 
repudiated on January 30, 1811.^^^ 

During this period of the futile attempts of the Illinois-Wabash- 
Land Companies to gain official sanction to its purchases, we have but a 
fleeting glimpse of William Murray. The affairs of these United Com- 
panies had become his chief interest. Besides, the Revolutionary War had 
greatly curtailed western trading, not only by making western expedit- 
ions hazardous, but also by discouraging the Indians from trapping. 
Shortly after the March meeting of 1779 of the land companies, the 
Gratz Brothers intended to make a final settlement with Murray. Michael 
cautioned his brother to take care when he settled with him to get 
*^ard" money instead of the depreciated paper.^^' Murray may have 
gone West in the interest of their companies for Daniel Murray wrote 
Bentley that he expected him."* We hear nothing of him in the years 
following, until 1786, when he is the bearer of a letter from Barnard 
Gratz then in Richmond, Virginia, whither his business interests had 
moved, to Michael."* He still maintained business relations with the 
Lancaster group. In June of that year, he deeded one-half of his 2,000 
tcre land tract, in Jefferson County, Virginia, to Joseph Simon.^^* Thii 
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tnd uiijoined the military surrey of Col. Joliii Campbell whtcli lay 
Kthin tile present site of LouisviHe, Kentucky. 

His holdinga in Kentucky and tlie subsequent failure of the lUinoiB- 

KTnbasli Compnnius to maintain tlicii- title, cause ue to wondt-r if he was 

lot the William Murray who appeared so prominently in Kentucky's his- 

■y as the opposer of the Kentucky ReeoluHonB, in 1798. Since 

! inlt^rests of the Gratz were turned in that direction he may have 

Eollowed in their path. If he is this William Murray, he emigrated to 

llatdiez, Mississippi, in 1803, and died there in 1805.'" But the 

>of nf this case is still wanting. Thus we see the finale as well as the 

finning of the life of this dramatic personage remains still to be ascer- 

bained. in my discourse 1 have attempted lo trace his activities in Illi- 

leis alone; and so I must leave the solution of tliis problem to Inter 

searchers or to others, ambitious of throwing light upon some of the 

ruly eininent pioneers who gave-their most previous years to laying a 

■nerstoiie for our State of Illinois. 
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PREFACE. 



Every intelligent man should learn all he can of his ancestry, and 
transmit that knowledge to his descendents, in order that the traits and 
tendencies of the stock, if elevating, may be emulated ; if degrading, may 
be corrected and improved. 

This view prompted the writing of the biographical sketch, here pre- 
sented, of Captain John Baptiste Saucier of the French Army, who 
assisted in designing the plans of the second Fort Chartres, in the Illi- 
nois, and superintended its construction. 

Since the first edition of this little work was published, in 1901, 
diligent investigation of the Saucier family history has resulted in the 
discover}' of new facts, and elimination of several errors in the original 
text. This revised edition is therefore believed to be substantially cor- 
rect, and an inconsiderable, but reliable, contribution to the early his- 
tory of Illinois. 

Documentary evidences verifying many of the statements herein 
related, were lost nearly a century ago in the destruction by fire of his 
son's residence. 

The known facts, and family legends, concerning Captain Saucier, 
have been collected, in this narrative form, by one of his descendents, 
to perpetuate the name and history of a brave soldier and honorable, 
upright citizen. 

ViBGiNiA, III. J. F. S. 
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CHAPTER I. 
The Sauciebs in France. 

At the beginning of the Eighteenth Century Monsieur Jean Beau- 
mont Saucier — or Saussier, as the family name was then spelled* — ^was 
a prominent and prosperous merchant in the quaint old city of Orleans, 
in France. He was descended from a line of merchant ancestors, who 
had transacted business at the same place, the eldest son succeeding his 
father, fron^ time immemorial. He had been carefully trained in the 
mercantile art by his father, Beaumont Saucier, who had, on retiring 
from business, a few years before, transferred to him the real estate, 
goods, credits and good will of the old establishment. 

Jean Beaumont Saucier was then, in 1700 about twenty-five years 
of age; was happily married, and in the enjoyment of life's chief bless- 
ings, in the venerable family home situated midway between the house 
of Joan D'Arc and the ancient city wall. His only brother, Felix Xavier 
Saucier, a few years his senior, had chosen the military' profession, and 
was then an officier in the Eoyal Guards at Versailles. 

In the psissing of time, with its swiftly shifting scenes and ceaseless 
changes, two sons were born to Monsieur and Madame Jean Beaumont 
Saucier; the first receiving the name of Louis Beaumont Saucier, and 
the other that of Paul. The thrifty young merchant was then blessed 
with possession of all the choicest gifts of life — ^health, success in busi- 
ness, friends in abundance, and angelic wife and two promising children. 
The world seemed to him radiant with joy, and the future full of buoyant 
hope. But suddenly a deep shadow fell upon his bright and happy home ; 
caused by one of those subtle strokes of Fate, or inexorable Law, so diffi- 
cult to reconcile with generally accepted doctrines of Omniscient mercy 
and goodness. By an accidental fall, down a tortuous stairway in the 
rambling old mansion, the young wife and mother received injuries that 
caused her death in a few hours. 

M. Saucier was almost distracted by the shock, and for a long time 
was broken down by the intensity of his grief. But time compassionately 
assuages the pangs of suffering it inflicts, and mitigates the acutest sor- 
row. The terrible blow fully tested the young merchant's power of men- 
tal endurance; but he survived it, finding solace in the care and educa- 
tion of his children, and preparing them for the great battle of li :e before 
them. 

The elder of the two, Louis Beaumont, destined to succeed his 
father, and perpetuate the Saucier mercantile house, received, at Paris, 
as thorough business training as was at that time practicable to obtain. 
Paul, who was gifted with his mother's gentle disposition, in course 
time, was educated for the Church; and, after taking holy ord* 

* See Note A in the Appendix. The French descendents of this i 
the origrinal spelling: of the name— Saussier — pronounced So-se-a. 
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tailed as coadjutor, or assistant priest, iu the old Cuthedral of hie' 
bitjve city. 

\ The time at length approached when M, Saucier, according to 
l&cient family custom, would retire from the active management of bis 
business, and relinquish it to his son, Louis. The thought of leaving the 
old homestead where he was born, hallowed by so many tender and en- 
dearing memories, cast a shadow of melancholy upon his mind, and 
induced a feeling of indescribable lonesomeness. He had purchased a 
"ttle estate a. few miles from Orleans, and fitted it up to suit his tastes, 
mt«mplating passing there the reniainder oC his days. This change of 
BBideuce removed him but a few miles from the city; yet, it separated 
im for the greater part of time from his sons, and isolated him in the 
llence and solitude of the countrj', ivith servants as his only associates, 
This condition, contrasted with his former active life on thi? busy, noisy 
vith genial, pleasant surroundings, seemed to him intolerable, and 
iggestod— as is often the case with old widowers — the desirability of 
Kuriug a sympnthetic companion to share his elegant retirement, 

While revolving the propriety of this momentous step in his mind 
L amusing incident occurred that dispelled any doubts or misgivings 
i may have entertained on the subject; and, like a stroke of magic, 
ilieved him of all ennui and despondency. For years horseback riding 
lad been his favorite exercise for the promotion of health, and relaxation 
from long hours of mental and physical business drudgery. 

Mounted on his trusty horse, one line evening in early summer, he 
cantered out beyond the limits of the old town, as was his custom, and 
turned his course into the great forest, preserved there for ages in its 
rimitivc wildneas, to enjoy a view of nature in one of its grand and 
Ifljestio forms. As he rode on he became so absorbed in the freshne.'is 
md fragrance nf the budding and blooming shrubs, and the wide-spread- 
pg leafy branches of the stately old trees, the chattering of squirrels 
bd songs of birds, and, perhaps, in deep reveries of more tender kind, 
mat he lost all note of time, direction and distance, and wandered on, 
long by-ways and obscure paths, until the light of day was fast dis- 
bpearing. Great banks of black clouds now floated up from the soutli 
Bid overspread the sky; and, soon, intense darkne.«a ushered in the 
Bproaching night. 

I He had often before ridden through the forest, and was familiar 
Wth the wndings of its roads; but now, unable to see any object to 
mide his course, he realized the fnet that he was lost. It was not, how- 
ifer, his first experience of thai sort. He hud before lost his way in IJie 
It at night, when, trusting to the sagacity of hie horse, the faithful 
in] had safely and speedily curried him out of the dungeon-like gloom 
jok to hia home. He now dropped the reins, and, holding fast to tho 
jommel of his saddle, liowed his head and urged his horse forward, 
teutioualy and steadily his four-footed servant pursued his course, across 
Bvines, up one hill and down to another, turning now to the right, then 
t the left, and agaui straight on through the dense blackness that sur- 
'ntuded them. In hiij dreamy meandering before sunset, M, Saueier 
■ iienotrntcd far into the depths of the old woods; for an hour 
"»eil siiice his horse had commenced its unguided effort 
St. loiig indeed, tliiit his confidence in th<* animal's 
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^mSnnc^^an to waver, and the horrid thouglit occurred toSi^^nal 
this groping in flie dark had been aimless, and that every step, perhaps, 
carried them farther into the interior of the vast wildemeBs. He began 
mentally to debate the advisability of stopping there, where he was, to 
await the return of day, when the rumbling of distant thunder, and 
flashes of blinding lightning, portending an advancing storm, strength- 
ened his resolution to proceed yet a little farther. Just then the clatter 
of the horses' hoofs, and hJB accelerated gait, proved that he had reached 
a broad, well-beaten road. In a few minutes a glimmering light in the 
distance revived the despairing traveier'a drooping apirit*. 

The light, when approached, was found to emanate from the window 
of a farm house. M. Saucier, though his horse manifested no disposition 
to slacken his brisk pace, concluded to stop and dispel his utter bewilder- 
ment by inquiring of the inmates of the house his esact whereabouts. 
Dismounting, he made out a gate that obstructed his course to the light. 
Securing his horse to the fence, be entered the premises and walked up 
a graveled way to the veranda, which now the interior light, and fitful 
lightning, disclosed from the impenetrable darkness. He iiad advanced 
to within a few steps of the house, when, to his utter amazement, 
female figure came bounding from the door to meet him. She threw 
her arms around his neck, and kissing him fervently, esclaimed: "Oh^ 
Papa ! I am so glad you have come. You were so late getting home, 
I was fearful you had met with some accident." 

Recovering from his surprise, and comprehending the young lady's 
mistake, he replied, "You are mistaken, Madame; I am not your father; 
hut be not alarmed. I am Monsieur Saucier, a merchant on Rue Dupont, 
in Orleans; and having lost my way I stopped here on seeing the light 
in your window, to inquire where I am, and by what road I may the most 
speedily get back to my home." The young lady was obviously much 
confused; but regaining her composure, invited her accidental guest into 
the house, where he at once discovered her identity, and recovered his 
lost bearings. 

Much to his relief he saw before him Mam'selle Adelaide Trotier, 
daughter of hia old friend and patron, Jaquea Trotier; and was in a 
house he had frequently before visited, situated on Trotier's farm, not 
quite a league from the old city wall. The girl explained that her father 
had gone to town early in the afternoon, and that she was anziouelv 
expecting his return when she heard M. Saucier open the gate and com© 
up the walk : and that she was feeling quite uneasy about his protracted 
absence; as he was very seldom detained in town to so late an hour. She 
had scarcely finished her last sentence when a step was heard on the 
veranda, and the door was opened by M. Trotier, who was no little 
astonished upon the unexpected meeting with his friend there. Expla- 
nations followed, and though the belated merchant was hospitably pressed 
to remain until morning, he declined, and, mounting his impatient horse, 
arrived at hia own home as the threatened rain began to fall. 

The adventures of that evening — most probably that impetuous Itisa 
he received in the dark — wrought a notable change in M. Saucier's train 
of thought; and, also, in his plans for the future. His depression of 
spirits vanished and was replaced by marked cheerfulness. His equea< 
trian excursions became more frequent and less extended, usually t«r- 
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minatiog at the Trotier fann. Id short, it was soon noticed by his inti- 
mate associates that be had once more capitulated to Cupid, and, when, 
a few months later, his nuptials vith the motherless Mam'selle Adelaide 
Trotier were announced in the Church, it elicited a variety of gossiping 
comments, but no surprise. The young lady was twenty-four years of 
age, handsome, tall and muscular; with some education and much amia- 
bility and sweetness of disposition. M. Saucier was then fifty-two years 
old — a little passed the middle period of life, — but in the prime of 
vigorous manhood. 

The union of a man, some years passed the meridian of his probable 
existence, to a lady several years less than half his age, is usually — and 
justly — regarded as a violation of the natural order of tilings, and a 
consummate act of folly on the part of both. Yet, marriage under any 
auspices^the most flattering, or least promising — is always, in its happi 
ness-producing results, a mere matter of lottery — an untried experiment. 



CHAPTER II. 
The Boyhood and Education of Jean Bapt 



iTE SaUCIES. 



Pour leagues below Orleans, on the right, or northern bank of the 
frer, is situated the pretty little village lichapelle; and half a league 
wond it, nestled in the vine-clad hills overlooking the picturesque valley 
I the Loir for miles, was the tasty, yellow-roofed cottage of M. Saucier, 
^ere liimself and bride were domiciled a few weeks after their marriage. 
"- ticket in the matrimonial lottery, fortunately, drew the highest 
priw ; for, notwithstanding the disparity of their ages, their natures were 
compatible, and their days were redolent with unmarred happiness. 

Tile doctrine of special Providence perhaps cannot be sustained; 

Inil siiivly none will deny the special mercy vouchsafed poor humanity 

by its total impotency to penetrate the future. With this knowledge 

given to mortals, suicide would depopulate the eartJi ; without hope life 

would be a drearj- blank. Among the many useful articles il. Saucier 

\ bad taken with him to tlie countri- from his town residence, was his 

Btotuni, Pierre Lepage, a young num of unexceptionable hnbits, in- 

Mtrious, honorable, and strictly relialde. Moreover, he was n broad- 

[fctiged optimist, with splendid flow of spirits and humor. Pierre was 

balled as general manager of the little estate, and saw to trimming 

t-im-s. pruning (he irees, cultivatiu;^ the ganien and mininturo jlelds. 

iad took care of the pigs, the poultry, the cows, and horses, .\11 the day 

'm was busy from dawn till bed-time; ajjU was usually singing or whist- 

BSg when not talking or laughing: and if not working or eating, was 

»n fiddling or dancing. 

The sentiment of k.ve is not contagious as measles or wliooping 
(ough, but may be communicated by example or association. Pierre was 
"rposed to this infection, and was a very susceptible subject to its in- 
toence. The connubial bliss he daily witnessed in the cottage jirofoundly 
bpressed him. and strengthened his conviction that it is not best for 
1 to dwelt atone. He pondered tlie matter over for some time, and 
e he thought about it Ihe more assiduous he became in bis devo- 
ms, or rather, in his attendance at church. Heretofore the priest had. 
t fiereral occaaione. repritnanded him for bis neglect of this duty, and 
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Pierre always excused himself on the plea of want of time. Now, how- 
ever, he was, every Sabbath, the first one at the chnrch door, and was a 
frequent caller at the priest^s residence during week days, especially in 
the evenings. His neighbors, and the villagers, were for a time consider- 
ably surprised at this sudden manifestation of zealous piety, and began 
to surmise that Pierre's sins must be weighing heavily upon his con- 
science. This view seemed confirmed when he was seen to enter the 
confessional, supposedly to invoke the holy man's aid in lifting the 
burden from his sin-stricken soul. But they were mistaken. About all 
that Pierre had to confess to Father Jarvais was the fact that he was 
in love with his sister, Mam'selle Marie Jarvais; and that what he needed 
to ensure his happiness, and incidentally that of the young lady also, 
was not absolution so much as the good Father's consent to their union. 
This he obtained, and in due time they were married. 

A year and a half had passed since M. Saucier had inducted his 
blooming young bride in their new home; and the fieeting days and 
months had brought to her increasing joy and happiness, and rose-tinted 
anticipations of a future blessing that would add new charms to that 
home, and gladden the hearts of its inmates. But, oh, how merciful it 
was for their sanguine hopes that.no power could reveal to them the 
hidden calamity the future had in store for them. 

On July 25th, 1726, the event occurred to which they had looked 
forward with glowing expectations, not unmixed, very naturally, with 
feelings of grave anxiety. On that day a son was bom to them; 
and, for a short time it seemed that heaven had smiled upon them in 
the realization of their fondest wishes. The young mother had received 
the congratulations of her delighted husband and sympathetic friends 
and relatives around her; and had impressed on her infant's lips an 
impassioned kiss, when she was suddenly seized with horrible, agonizing 
convulsions, that continued at short intervals, baffing the skill of able 
physicians, and unceasing efforts of heroic nurses, until death mercifully 
relieved her of her suffering. 

Marie Lepage, whose honeymoon had scarcely passed, remained 
resolutely by the stricken young woman's bedside, rendering every service 
in her power, until the awful scene was closed ; and then took charge of 
the motherless child, constituting herself its foster mother and most 
affectionate and devoted nurse. 

It is needless here to dwell upon the effect of this great bereavement 
upon Monsieur Saucier. Its crushing shock can much more readily be 
imagined than described. This pitiless stroke wellnigh bereft his life 
of every charm and hope. But from the almost intolerable misfortune 
there vet remained to him (»nG incentive to live, and to continued exertion. 
The young life consigned to his love and care by the holy, affection and 
confidence of the one who gave her life for it, demanded, and must re- 
ceive, his unsparing attention for the balance of his declining years. 

One bright Sunday morning the babe was taken down to the village 
church and baptized by Father Jarv^iis, receiving the name of Jean 
Baptiste Saucier, after a favored relative of his father, one Jean Baptiste 
Saucier, who had recently gone to America in the King's service.* 

• See Appendix, Note B. 



Pierre and Marie Lepage eDJoyed the special privilege and lionor 
t appflintiniint as his god-father and god-mother. No more willing or 
lithful spoodurs for the motheiless child could have been eeleeted. I'u- 
hr the angei-like watchfulness of Madame Lepage he thrived and gi'ew 
nace, developing robuat proportions, and rather more than average 
ntivity and inteUigence, 

Tliree years then passed over tlie house of mourning, when Uie gloom 

I its great sorrow waa measurahly dispelled and enlivened by a gleam 

i joy, this time unattended, or followed, by casualty or disaster. To 

ticrre and Marie was born a daughter, which event the proud falher 

jui no time in heralding throughout the neighborhood and village. All 

Bent well, and the sunlight of love and joy again illuminated tlie cottage. 

Tie time for another baptism was soon at hand. By thia lime Pierre's 

^_ Kubf riiuce of happiness had settled down sufficiently to permit him to 

think coherently, and he asked Marie if she had yet thought of a name 

for their girl. 

"Yes. Pierre, I have", sho said, "as a testimonial of our respect and 
ifection for the sainted dead, and a token of gratitude to M, Saucier 
jpr the kindness and bcnefitg we have received at his hands, I think we 
pould name our child Adelaide; don't you?" 

"Indeed I do, Marie", said Pierre, "and for the additional reason 
^t Adelaide waa my good old grandmother's name also." 

And, so, the child received that name; but for convenience it was 
fcridgeil t(i .\del. The two children infused new life and light in the 
nttage; and it regained much of its former cheerful home-like appear- 
Etce. They were reared together as brotlier and sister, sharing alike the 
fcve and tender care of the young mothei", and of Pierrp and the old 
mtlcman. In time tliey grew strong enough to follow Pierre about 
ten at work in the garden, or among the vines, and to ride with bira 
1 the cart to and from the fields. And v-hen Marie dressed them out 
ft gay attire, M. Saucier experienced great pleasure and pride in taking 
with him in his gig on his frequent visits to the village, where 
rcre petted and admired by friends and relatives. In course of time 
mey daily walked to the village together, when the weather was fait, 
(V carrying their dinner oasket, and attended the village school, 
jjirucd the catechism. It was a long walk, but as other children 
ipned tliem along rhe road, they enjoyed the exercise and were bene- 
tted by it. In had weather, or muddy roads. Pierre bundled them in 
s cart and took them to the school house, and returned for them when 
^ool wa.i dismissed in the evening. 

Jean Bapttstc rapidly grew to be a manly lad; stout, athlelic, and 
^ iragooiis. He learned quickly, was fond of active sports, and, though 
BitliiT ill-tfinpered or quarrelsome, was not slow to resent an insult, 
r redress a wrong. In consequence, he often had occasion to teat his 
Htisctihir power, and was not long in being accorded tlie pugilislie cham- 
K>nahip of the school. 

Adel WHS of quiet and retiring disposition, hut hravi: and spirited 
oiigh III admire lier foster-brother's knightly trails. They were brought 
I, at their parents and ancratora had been, in the Catholic faith, mid 
reived c!.'iij.'nliir,v rcligi(uis inatnictioti at Fnther .lurviii*' 
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parochial school ; and together they knelt at the altar in their first Com- 
munion. 

But the happy childhood days were fleeting^ and the inevitable time 
at length arrived decreeing their separation, and diverging their young 
lives into different channels. The boy would ere long have to assume 
his part in the serious drama of life, and needed to be well prepared 
for it. He had exhausted the old village teacher's resources and learn- 
ing, and must seek higher instruction at the Academy in Orleans. He 
left his home for the first time, and though his destination was but a 
few miles away, the leave taking left no dry eyes in the cottage. He 
visited his home at the close of each week ; yet, his absence left a dreary 
void that dampened the hilarity of the family circle. 

He was graduated at the Academy at the head of his class, and then 
accompanied his father to Paris, to visit his uncle. Col. Felix Xavier 
Saucier, and to see the many attractive sights visible in the splendid 
metropolis. It is a family tradition that Colonel Saucier bound the 
boy's hands together behind his back with a handkerchief, when he took 
him through the great palace at Versailles, in order to restrain his in- 
tense desire to touch or handle the swords and other glittering arms he 
saw there at every turn. 

Jean Baptiste was so captivated by the fine martial bearing of 
Colonel Saucier, and the perfect discipline and gorgeous appearance of 
his regiment of Boyal Guards, that he determined then and there to 
emulate his uncle's course in the profession of arms; and to consecrate 
his life to the cause of his king and his country. His natural aptitude 
for that calling, and erect, soldierly, figure, won the Colonel's admiration 
and encouragement. After much persuasion he gained his fa tiler's con- 
sent; then through the influence and efforts of his uncle, was admitted 
into the Eoyal Military School as a cadet. 

This disruption of home ties — destined to be prolonged indefinitely 
— cast upon the inmates of the cottage overlooking the Loir a deeper 
cloud of sadness. M. Saucier wandered about the fields and vinevards 
aimlessly as though lost, and Adel wept in secret. Pierre was not so 
jolly as of old, and had frequent moments of serious reflection. And 
poor Marie, diligent as ever with her routine domestic affairs, often 
blamed the onions, or mustard, or the dust or smoke, for bringing tears 
to her eyes that she wiped away with her apron. 

Jean Baptiste was too thoroughly engrossed in his studies and duties 
to be homesick. His excellent scholarship, assiduous application and 
intellectual alertness enabled him to readily master the curriculum and 
training of L'Ecole Militaire; from which he emerged at the early age 
of twenty-two with a commission of Lieutenant of Engineers in the 
Eoyal Army. 

He returned to his cottage home on a brief leave of absence, arrayed 
in the tinseled trappings of his newly attained rank, a superb type of 
physical manhood and gallant soldier. All gazed on him with pride, 
and feelings akin to adoration. Pierre no longer called him pet names, 
but doffed his hat in respectful obeisance; and Marie, in happy amaze- 
ment, addressed him as Monsieur Jean Baptiste. Adel could scarcely 
realize that the handsome young military ofiBcer, in showy uniform, 
now before her, was the impetuous boy companion of her childhood; 
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slie awoke to the const i on sness that her sisterly affection for Iiim 
kad Boiuehow changed to n different and loftier sentiment. Tliia dis- 
Bovery caused her to be strangely demure and reserved in his preeence. 
'Too soon the limit of his furlough expired ; and he received orders from 
the War Department at Paris, to report for duty at once to Major 
Makarty at Brienne. Then came the trying ordeal of taking final leave 
of liis dear old home where he had passed ail the early and happiest 
years of his life, and of the loved ones he was destined never to see 
figain. 

Feeling his fortitude about to desert him, he tore himself away, 
liter receiving the tremulous blessing of his gray-haired father, the 
jarful farewell of big-hearted Pierre, and fervent embrace of his beloved 
Hter-mother, Marie, and lastly, the parting kiss of Adel, now a chai-m- 
' maiden with lustrous black eyes, rosy cheeks and queenly figure, 
mo, with mighty effort, repressed her tears until the young soldier had 
^appeared down t!ie winding road leading to the village. 

It is altogether probable that the order of the Miniatrc de Marine 
f the young officer, to join Major Makartj's command for service in 
., was in compliance to his own i-equest. The romance and 
glamour of the new world, centering in highly colored representations 
of wild, free life on the great Mississippi, were stilt attracting there 
niuny from the better classes of the French people. Moved by the spirit 
t adventure usimlly exuheraut at his age, and by aspirations for attain- 
J distinction in tie service of his country. Lieutenant Saucier did not 
^itate to se^'er the sacred bonds of kindred, home, and friendships, in 
■ponding to that call to duty. Two considerations, however, tended 
J anieliiiratu the Jiangs of that sacrifice and )iis jirospective exWc; one 
i the vague hope that his absence would not be of long continuance, 
^d the other that he would meet relatives of his father there who had 
reeded him to the new empii'c, one of whom, in particular, a civil 
Igineer, who had long been employed in the conslmction i^nd preser- 
1 of old Fort Chartres.* 

CHAPTER IJI. 

Four Chartres is toe Illisois. 

In the autumn of HIS, Pierre Duquc Boisbriant, recently appointed 
inndant of the Illinois, by the Company of ttie Indies, arrived at 
ikaskia with a detucUnu'ut of troops tor the purpose of constructing 
Rort in that region 1o protect the Company's interests there, and the 
"Tench eolonists in that portion of New France. Boisbriant, a Canadian 
r birth, and cousin of Bienville, then Governor of Tjouisiann. arrived at 
■obile on tile 9th of Fehniary, 1T18, Proceeding to Biloxi he there 
ude his preparations, and tlieii commenced liis long voyage up the great 
jr, wliich ho accomplished by fall without incident of note. Gov, 
jiville and a colony of French accompanied him from Mobile to a 
int on llif^ lai&t bank of the Mississippi, thirty leagued^ above itf> mouth, 
lere they founded a post ihcy named IberviJle, p.ubsi?i]Uently rp-uumed 
V Orleans. 
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The site selected bv Boisliriant for his fort in the Illinois, was near 
the east bank of the Mississippi, on the flat alluvial bottom land, sixteen 
miles above Kaskaskia; having a long slough, or lake, the remains of 
an ancient channel of the river, on the east midway between it and the 
bluffs four miles away. This slough, he supposed, would add materially 
to the strategic strength of the position. The fort he erected there was 
a wooden stockade reinforced on the interior with earth taken from the 
excavations of the exterior moats. It was completed in 1720, and named 
Fort df* Chartres, as a compliment to the Regent, whose son was Le Due 
de Chartres. 

This fort was for many years the ch^f-Iieii, or seat of civil as well 
as mihtarv government of the Illinois district embracing the territory 
from the mouth of the Ohio to Canada between the Mississippi and 
Wabash rivers. In 1731, the Company of the West failed aud surrend- 
ered their charter to the king. The Illinois was by this act receded to 
the crown of France. 

For the protection of Kaskaskia from tlireatened incursions of the 
fierce Chickasaws, below the mouth of the Ohio, a stockade fort, was 
in the year 1 733, erected on the bluff just east of the town, and a portion 
of the troops at Fort Chartres were sent there to garrison it. This 
Kaskaskia fort lias been known, erroneously, since the conquest of the 
Illinois In' (ieorge Rogers Clark, as '*Fort Gage.'* Its name, and the 
name of its builder, are lost. It was a French fort, and when the dis- 
heartenin^r news of the cession of the countrv bv the craven King- of 
France to the English, in 1763, reached the town of Kaskaskia, the in- 
dignant citizens set fire to the fort and destroyed it, determined that the 
hated ensign of England should not float over it. The ^*Fort Gage'* 
entered by Col. George Rogers Clark, on the night of the 4th of July, 
1718, was the stockaded Jesuit buildings in the town, occupied by the 
British under the command of M. Rocheblave.* 

It is jnuch to be regretted that so few of the records and official 
documents of old Fort Chartres have been preserved to reveal to us the 
story of its occupants in their daily life; of the stirring events, and 
strange, thrilling scenes transpiring there : of the busy throngs that came 
and went : of the military expeditions marching from its gates to repel 
invasions, or attack distant enemies; of the Indians lounging about its 
gates, or cainijcd near by ; of the joys and sorrows, deaths and griefs, 
hopes and disappointments of its inmates in their remote exile from 
civilization. 

About the close of the first lialf of the Eighteenth century France 
and England were again at war because of a disagreement between 
Frederick the Great and ^larie Theresa : and this produced serious dis- 
turbances in tlie settlements in tlie Illinois. Some Englishmen lurking 

• Fort r'hartres passed into possession of the English in 17B5. Seven years 
later, in 1772. occurred an extraordinary rise of the Mississippi that inundated aU 
the low Iand>» alon;r its borders. The water rose in Fort Chartres to the depth of 
s*'ven feet. The northwest bastion, and ??reater part of tlie western waU feU into 
the rivfr. T!j«.' Fort was abandoned by the English, who took possession of the 
lanrr* buildiiips of the Jesuits in Kaskaskia. surroundinir thtm with a sto«*kad«*. 
which tliev named Fort Gape, and there establishetl their seat of govemnnent, 
niilitary and civil, for the Illinois. At the ixriod of Capt. Bossu's second visit 
to Fort riiartres, in M'*'*, the fort on the hill, east of Kaska.skia. was garrisoned 
bv Frencli troops commanded bv Captain Montcharvaux. It was destroyed in 1766 

See "The Armament of Fort Chartre.*?." a paper in the 1906 Transactions of the 
Illinois State Historical Society, page 225. 
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e Jlississippi were arrested as spies aud coofiiied in the dungeon at 

I. riinrtrus. Tixen minors onme of a contemplated English and In- 

1 iittack on the Fort in retaliation. Chevalier de Bartel, the Com- 

mdant of the Post waa sorely perplexed. The Fori was sadlj out of 

, and supplies of all sorte very nearly exhausted. Many of the 

■s of the garrison, tiring of idle confinement had deserted to tr}' 

e life in the woods and prairies. ''Many of the old-time Indian allies 

_p won over by the British, and had agreed to destroy the French post 

fnrinc the moon of the fall of the leaf; hut in this were thwarted by the 

pil and address of De Bartel."* 

The peace of Aix-hi-Chnpelle. in 1748, gave the dissolute King of 

, Ixiuis XV, brief respite from contention with England and 

rofitlcss continental wars, only to sink deeper in vice and dehauchery, 

1 to become more completely under control of the beautiful, soullesB 

e de Pompadour. He had irapoverished Prance by his profligacy, 

1 support, with his armies and treasury, of hi* father-in-law's claims 

the throne of Poland, and in the wars of the Austrian succeaaion. 

janwhile his American colonies were utterly neglected, and some of 

I western military posts, including Fort Chartres, on llie verge of 

' inmeiit. This latter calamity, however, was averted "when", again 

y from Mr. Mason's paper, "the Marquis de Oalissonierp, (lovemor 

GTieral of Cnnada, presented a memorial on the subject to the home 

povernnient. He (therein) said, 'The little colony of Illinois ought not 

e left to perish. Tlie King must sacrifice for its support. The prin- 

1 advantage of the country is its extreme productiveness; and its 

mnection with Canada and lyouisiana must be maintained'." Again in 

man,'. 17.iO, he urged upon the King the importance of preserving 

I Blraigthening the post at the Illinois; describing the country as 

n and ready for the plough, and traversed by an innumerable multi- 

ide of bulTalos. 'And these animals', he says, are covered with a species 

( wool, ^ufticieutly fme to be employed in various manufactories'. And 

it further Miggests, and doubtless correctly, that the buffalo, 'if caught. 

i attached to the plough would move it at a speed superior to that of 

fbe domestic ox"." 

The King was at last aroused to a proper understanding of the de- 
Blorable condition of affairs in his far weetern posseesions, and decided 
vigoroUit policy to defend and retain them. He ordered Fort 
tres to be rebuilt with stone, and garrisoned with a body of regular 
For tlie reconstruction of the Fort he approprinted a million of 
; and ordered large quantitiefi of munitions, and other supplies, 
e sent up the Mississippi at once. 

In the summer of IT.")!. Clievalifr Makarty.f a Major of tli*' Engi- 
, a ruj;t;ed hJoldiiT iif remote IrUh desrent, arrived at the 
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Fort, from France, with a considerable military force and a large num- 
ber of artisans and laborers, and boats ladened with tools, ammunition, 
arms, provisions and clothing. The Major assumed command of the 
post, and lost no time in beginning the great work he had been sent 
there to do. In this era of scientific military engineering it is diflScult 
to imagine any reason for locating a defensive work upon such a 
wretched site as that selected for Fort Chartres. It was situated on 
sandy, alluvial soil but little elevated above the river's level, and continu- 
ally subject to the river's encroachments; with a slough between it and 
the river bank, and a large slough between it and the bluffs ; and in the 
midst of pestilential malarious, mosquito-infested, swamps. And why 
an Engineer of Chevalier Makarty's presumed attainments erected a 
splendid fortress, at immense expense on the same ground is beyond 
comprehension, excepting on the supposition that he acted in obedience 
to positive instructions. His arrival at the post, with well equipped and 
well disciplined soldiers and their sprightly officers, accompanied by a 
small army of skilled mechanics and laborers, and a fleet of keel-boats 
of stores, produced a great sensation not only at the decayed and nearly 
deserted post, but all through the settlements in the Illinois. Fort 
Chartres awoke from its lethargy and was transformed to a scene of 
busy animation. The hum of a new activity resounded in the forest 
and distant hills. The habitants of the bottom were elated; and the 
Indians gazed upon the new arrivals in mute surprise. 

Captain M. Bossu, who came up the Mississippi with a company 
of marines, the following spring, 1752, writing from Fort Chartres, says, 
"LeSieur Saussier, an engineer, has made a plan for constructing a new 
Fort here according to the instruction of the Court. It will bear the 
lisme of the old one, which is called Fort de Chartres." The stockades 
of the old fort were decayed beyond repair, though the buildings they 
enclosed were yet tenable and in fair condition. The site chosen for 
the new structure was not half a league above the old Fort, and but a 
short distance from the river.* 

At that point a mission for the Kaskaskia Indians had many years 
before been established — which was perhaps one reason for locating the 
new Fort there — and it served as the nucleus of quite a town at the gate 
of the Fort, subsequently known as Nouveau (New) Chartres. 

Chevalier Makarty began operations by sending a large force of 
workmen to the bluffs at the nearest escarpment of limestone, about four 
miles east, where they built temporary quarters of logs covered with 
clapboards, there to blast the rock and cut the detached masses to re- 
quired dimensions. '*The place in the bluff may be seen to this day 
where the stone was quarried to erect the fort.^f Another force of 
laborers, with carts drawn by oxen, conveyed the dressed stone, around 

• I acknowledge with pleasure my indebtedness to Hon. H. W. BeckwJth, Presi- 
dent of the Illinois State Historical Society, for important references corroboratins 
this fact, and correcting the common Impression that the new fort, built of stone, 
was a reconstruction of the old stockade. Captain Bossu, who again visited the 
fort in 1755, says — in his Travels en Louiaiane — "I came once more to the old Fort 
Chartres, where I lay in a hut, till I could get lodging In the new fort, which Is 
almost finished." ^_^ ^ ^ . , ^. ^ ^ 

t Reynold's Pioneer History of Illinoia. "The finer stone, with which the JSfate- 
ways and buildings were faced, was brought from beyond the Mississippi." E. Q. 
Mason. 



sRiugli, In the dry seasou, tg the builders by the rirer; 
aiid in the wet seaewu to the slough, or lugouQ, across which Uiey were 
ferri''(l in flat boats, and then taken on to the required place. Beside 
Ihest- were lime hurnerti, mortar mixere, wood choppers and whip-saw- 
yers, carpenters, blacksmithB, boaUncn, teamsters, hunters, cooks and 
sorvants. comprieing, with the eoldiers, n population of several hiindredE, 
Thr; new fort wu8 projected on a more modern plan than the old one, 
and was much larger; u ipiadrangle, comprising an area of four acreg. 
The exterior walls of massive masonry, thirty inches in thickness at the 
bnw. aud loop-holed for musket and artillery firing, rose sixteen feet in 
height, with square bastions at cadi comer, and midway in the west wall 
was a tmall gate for convenience of ucLtiss to the river landing. The 
northeastern bastion having the flagstaff was higher than the others. In 
the soiithcaslcm bastion was situated the magazine of stone, laid in 
cement now as hard as (lint, it is yet in sound preservatiuo ; its vertical 
end walls twenty-live feet in height, closing the arch between. Its floor, 
Hcvpu feft below the surface, and its interior, well plastered with cement, 
measuring twenty-tlve feet by eighteen; and twenty-two feet from floor 
to u]»cs of the arch. There were also long lines of barracks, officer's 
quarli-rs, and store rooms. 

The period occupied in building the new tort was ooe of unprece- 
dcnlt'd prosperity for that portion of New France. Kaskaskia, the me- 
tropolis of the Illinois, the center of lis widespread commerce, and of 
its wealth and industries, profited largely by its proximity to the mili- 
tary post. Its citizens of French lineage, were not distinguished for 
nnorgy or enterprise, but were thrifty and self-reliant. With this con- 
tinuous round of mirth and festivities they were not unmindful of their 
own interests. Ctdiokia, twenty -eight miles above the fort, on the 
Mississippi, rivaled Kaskaskia as a trading point, was almost its equal in 
population, ajid its people were as noted for their social gaieties and 
generous hospitality. Prairie du Rocher, settled in 1'('22, and nestled 
at the foot of a high perpendicular cliff of the bluffs, four miles south- 
east of tlie fort, gained much importance during the construction of the 
new fortification. St, Philip, founded by Renault, five miles above the 
nld fort, on his extensive land grant, hud passed the zenith of its growth, 
and was already known among the settlers as "Le Petite Village", New 
Chartres in the parish of St. Ann, near the main gate of the new fort, 
gained the proportions of a considerable town having absorbed the 
greater part of the population of the town below, near the old fort,* 
with a large part of that of St. Philip, and comprised the temporary 
homes of the mechanics and laborers employed on the new structure; 
also "of some of the oflicers and soldiers having families. 

These settlements constituted an isolated community surrounded 
by Indians, having only periodical communication with the outside 
world by way of New Orleans, or the northern lakes and Quebec. They 
were alt situated on the alluvial ''bottom" of the Mississippi, a region 
of unsurpassed fertility, teeming with wild fruits and nuts, and overrun 
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by herds of buflfalo, deer, turkeys, prairie chickens, and other varieties of 
game; its numerous lakes and sloughs visited by myriads of water fowls, 
and alive with the finest of fish. Nature lavishly supplied, in a great 
measure, the simple wants of the people, and left both bid and young 
to regard the pursuit of pleasure the chief object of existence. 

PLAN OF FORT CHARTRES. 
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B. Main gate; facing the east. 

C. The river gate. 

D. D. Officers' quarters, hospital and store rooms. Each 96 feet in length and 

36 feet in breadth. 
G. G. Soldiers' barracks. Two stories high, 135 feet in length and 36 feet In 

breadth. 
H. H. Storerooms and guprdhouse. Each building J»0 feet long and 24 wide. 

E. One of the several wells. 

F. The magazine. 

I. The wine and kitchen cellar. 
K. The bake oven. 
L. Li. a ravine marking the limit of erosion by the river in 1772, and the por- 
tion of the walls then washed away. 
The large council hall back of the officers* quarters, is not shown in the cut. 
The bastions were more nearly square than the artist has represented thenv 
in the above diagram. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Social Life at tjte Foht. 

Tho hou.seliold of the Commandant, Chevalier de Makarty, con- 
sisted, with himself, of his son and daughter, his wife having died some 
years hefore of that entailed curse upon humanity, pulmonary consump- 
tion. The son, Maurice, acted in the capacity of his father's secretary 
and personal assistant. The daughter, Eulalie, a tall, slender, liand- 
some girl of twenty summers, with very fair complexion, blue eyes and 
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loogh Freuch lij iiareutiigt' und educatioa, i 
barked traits of lier father's Cfltic aiiceetTV, with tlie ph^rtiiciil cunsti- 
^tionst fruilties of her deceased mother. As some uf l!ie officers in the 
Ibeval k-r's L-omiuaiid wt-re a«*oni|miiicd by tlieir wives and familieB, slie 
• with her father and linither, liy advice of her phyeician, in 
)fieet of health and vigor that a cliauge of climate niiglit offer. 

She wiw hj- no means au invalid; and the rough, wild life at the 
taut, for a time, greatly impruuil her strength and animation. In tltc 
larterw slie enlivened the garrison with her music and laughter, when 
alleviating the sufferings of the siek hy her kind and 
Jfttient. alteutiiins. A great deal of her time was passed io the open air 
mhen Uie weather permitted, as she was much interested in the progress 
t the Work, and in everything she saw in the slruDge new uouotry. She 
_Uld for a eom])anion — who followed her evurjwhuri! like her sliadow — 
B mulatto servant, named Lisetle, a native of Martinique, a few years 
her senior in age; strong, agile as a cat, and absolutely fearless. This 
maid was devoted to her young mistress almost to infatuation. In 
—liJeaBant weather with bright skicK, the two could be daily seen together, 
^pountej oil their ponies, galloping over the prairie; or on the high hluU 
Bpcwing tile grand panorama Irafoie them; or in a cnnue. paddled by the 
Hitrepid Lin^tte, on the liroad Mississippi; or lishing oil the maraie; or 
Bsithoring wild fluwers, nuts, or grapes near the Fort. OcL-asionaliy 
■bnie of the ladies from the ot{icer»<' quarters joined them, and i)uito 
Kften a galbiut officer, then olT duly, offered his scrviees as an escort 
H) guard them from harm, and to eujoy the young lady's smiles. Kulalie 
^pid her dusky maid neeileil no wmntersigu to pass the camp sentinels; 
|hit wi're prudently restrained from going beyond the cordon of nut- 
Bding pickets without an escorl oT armed liorRvmen. 
H The multitude of people al the Fort engaged iu the gigantic work. 
Hbd the number of officers and soldiers tiuartereil there, rendered it au 
B^raclivo place for all surroumling settlements; not only for sale of 
^Hoduce, and uther tratfie, but iilso for social enjoyment and pastimes. 
HDie Fort was frequently usited bi |)arties of ladies and gentlemen from 
^Kaskaskia, or (.'ahokia, nr holh. to spend ihe day in rowing, Gshiug. 
Hr picniciiig, followed, after candle lighting by dancing, 
H iStriet dii*ei|ilinp was at all times enforced hy the t'ommaudant of 
Hie garrison. The troops were regiUarly drilled; sentinels and picket 
Baiiriis, or videltes, were coiistanlly oa duty, and the distant stone and 
Haod workers and leamslrrs were guarded by sr|uuds of well armed 
Hftldiei's. Thefle premntions, apart from maiutainbig discipline and 
Ktier, were necessary liecause of the defenseless condition of both forts, 
Uif old and the new, ilnring the erection of the latter, in view of the 
utany rumors of Indian hostilities, and |iussil)le attacks at any time hy 
tthe despised English.* 

[~ • In ns': v\\ IiiiUniis nr thi- OntBEmnl. or Fi\jl irlhB. then rcslHlne W«»l of 
It*'"' Mli-iiiBun, .um^ rlniun ilu. I'minirv on h hiinling expedition, and were cap- 

■tU'''l >'■ '!'■ ■-■ ' lr,l^.l:.- ■■ •• l.'i:;....; .,r ItlPtll Bl (he BtBk*. TflB Slltll 

nil, ' ihi' me nf hW conitHi'itutis. A 

Kciij I' One bundred and t\eMy bnrk 

Bc*ri<' I r.jipuoa nnil Slnux. deBcendrd the 

fcJS'' J.' :i'L' !'■■ I'i! ■!! ■■.;..! ■ M -iii,iscT bjT l?heVBller de Viilscl, at 

Ptalniit >>,ui..iii, i.,.ii,i; ■^."u. lii<i .",iJnr;,i.is ,.!,(. .ilR-hiuBmlB were enramped. as Uossu 
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Lieutenant Jean Baptiste Saucier reported for duty to Major Ma- 
karty at Brienne; and there, before sailing with his command from 
France, received from the Minister of Marine specific instructions re- 
garding the character of fort the king desired to be erected. During 
the long, tedious voyage across the Atlantic, and the laborious ascent of 
the Mississippi, the young lieutenant was much in the company of the 
Major's daughter, Mam'selle Eulalie. And after their arrival at the 
old Fort, his relations with the Commandant continued confidential and 
intimate, his assignment as Chief Designer requiring his presence at 
headquarters much of his time. While there at work the young lady 
was frequently at his side, assisting in his drawings and calculations; 
and, when off duty, he was often her companion in morning excursions, 
and in the evening cotillions and waltzes. This continued association 
of the handsome young officer and the brilliant girl, in their distant 
exile, naturally engendered in both sentiments of mutual regard higher 
and more fervent than mere respect. And indeed, with her, this senti- 
ment gradually deepened to an absorbing passion. He would probably 
have fully reciprocated this feeling, but for the everpresent image before 
him of his childhood's playmate, schoolmate, and more than sister, the 
stately Adel, far away on the sun-kissed hills of the Loire. He admired 
Eulalie, but loved Adel. 

CHAPTER V. 
Rescue op Commandants Daughter. 

All through the winter and succeeding summer the adjacent forest 
resounded with strokes of the woodman's axe and mason's hammer ; and 
heavy blasting of rocky cliffs above Prairie du Rocher was reechoed like 
distant peals of artillery. The Indians watched the progress of the work 
in silent amazement, and the Creole settlers were loud in praises of their 
good and munificent King. The second winter passed pleasantly at the 
Fort with no cessation of labor in preparing building materials; oi* in- 
terruption of the usuah exchange of polite courtesies between the officers 
and the elite of Kaskaskia and Cahokia. Unrelaxed military vigilance 
was maintained ; and the peace and quietude of the post was undisturbed, 
save by frequent false alarms of Indian uprisings, or English invasions. 

The second Easter came and passed, and the snow and ice dis- 
appeared. The hickory buds were Tbursting in the woods tinged with 
green ; and the prairie lark, just up from the south, enlivened the scene 
with his cheery notes. One beautiful morning in the early spring, Lieu- 
tenant Saucier had passed out of the river gate, on a tour of inspection 
of that portion of the structure, when he was suddenly startled by the 
discharge of a musket and loud shrieks of the sentinel stationed on the 

says, but a leagrue from Fort Chartres. The day on which the avengers arriTed 
happened to be one of the numerous fast days of the Catholic church, when several 
of the Indians from the villaere had gone to Fort Chartres to witness the cere- 
monies of the Church there. They were all who survived the vengeance of the 
Foxes, who slew every man, woman and child remaining In the village, excepttns 
a fifteen year old girl who ran to Capt. Bossu for protection and was not mo- 
lested. Capt. Bossu says he witnessed this massacre "from an eminence near by" ; 
but It is difficult to understand what "eminence" he found there, without it was 
one of the ancient prehistorfc Indian mounds. The Foxes reascended the BCtssis- 
eippi river, firing their guns in triumph as they passed the Cahokia stockade. 



^r bank scarcely m rifle shot distant from wL^re lie stood. Biuhisg 
e spot he saw the soldier wildly gesticulating and loudly calling for 
Wp. Ulnncing over the river bank, the Lieutcnnnt saw the cause of his 
ritatioD — s Bight that almost paralyzed him; but only for a moment, 
iilalie and her maid, lured by the brilliance of the perfect day to fe- 
me tiicir canoe excursions suspended during the long winter, had 
T^wwed eome distance up the great stream, ant! returning, when bat a 
short disinnce from the lauding, a puff of wind blew the young Udy's 
luit off iuio the water. In her effort to recover it she capsized the canoe, 
and tilt' two girls were struggling for life in the turbid current of the 
I river. IJsollc was clinging to the upturned dugout with one hand, and 
nth the other had grasped her young mistress and was endeavoring to 
mppurt her head above the treachurous waves. The sentinel ou duty 
■ yards away, witnessed the accident, but as he had never 
irned (o swim, was powerless to afford help; yet, had the presence 
f mind tu lire his gun to attract assistance. 

As the Lieutenant reached the water's edge Ijsette lost her hold of 
olulic who sank beneath the surface. Quick as thought, he threw aside 
I coat and bat and plunged into the stream. He was an expert 
dimmer, and though eneumliered with his clothing, and the water was 
/ cold, be caught tlie girl as she was disappearing, and, by exertion 
lAt only such an emergency could inspire, succeeded in bringing her 
f the shore. 

When Lisette saw her mistress sink she quit the canoe to attempt 
_ r rescue; but the Lieutenant, who had by this time grasped the drown- 
ing girl, called to tlie servant To save herself, which she readily did by 
swimming to the bank. The report of the sentinel's gun and his frantic 
cries were immediately answered at the Fort by the long roll of the drum, 
and the company then on duty, led by its officers, came dashing to the 
place of supposed attack. A hand litter was quickly improvised upon 
which Eulaiie, exhausted, pale and unconscious, but still breathing, was 
placed, warmly enveloped in several of the coats that nearly every mem- 
li'T iif the company divested himself of and offered for the purpose. She 
waa hurriedly taken to her apartments, where the post surgeons, aided 
by all the ladies of the garrison, in time, resuscitated . her. From the 
river hank Liaette, fatigued and, of course, dripping wet, walked briskly 
ihind the litter borne by the soldiers, and could not he induced to lose 
;ht of her mistress until assured that all immediate danger was passed. 
Eulaiie was saved from death by drowning; but the shock she re- 
Hived, together with the cold immersion, resulted in a severe attack of 
' 1 that brought her to the verge of collapse. She was confined 
9 her room for some weeks, for several days in the balance between life 
tnd death, the beam finally turning in her favor. The wild roses and 
inflowcrs were in btoom when she had gained sufBcient strength to sit 
K the dearborn, or caleche, cushioned around, for exercise in the prairie 
k the early mornings and evenings. A cough she had contracted during 
' e Christmas festivities became aggravated and persistent. The melan- 
toly faet that she was now an invalid, with serious pulmonary trouble, 
apparent, with but little doubt of its ultimate result. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
Eakly Navigation op the Mississippi. 

Comumnication with France, by the residents of the Illinois, was 
at that era slow and uncertain. The best sailing vessels required from 
two to four months to cross the Atlantic; and often that length of time 
was consumed in propelling keel boats, or lighter craft, from New Orleans 
to Kaskaskia, or the Fort. About half the same period of time was 
necessary for the transmission of despatches and letters from Quebec, b}' 
friendly Indians, or hardy Canadian couriers, to the Illinois settlements. 
Traveling by either route was irksome and laborious, and attended by 
many dangers, particularly when passing through hostile tribes of In- 
dians. 

Lieutenant Saucier called frequently on Eulalie, and by affecting 
much cheerfulness himself, sought to stimulate her hopes, and inspire 
her with courage. And her spirits always revived when in his presence, 
or within sound of his voice. 

Several weeks had passed since Eulalie's thrilling experience in the 
river when, one day, a courier, accompanied by several Indians, arrived 
at the Fort from Quebec, bringing official despatches from the Governor 
General, and also from the home government, and European mail for the 
Fort and surrounding settlements. When the Lieutenant called that 
evening, as usual, at the Commandant's quarters to enquire how the 
young lady had passed the day, and to assure her that she looked better, 
he received, among other letters from France, one with familiar super- 
scription closed with a black seal, which he pretended not to notice as he 
hurriedly put it, with the others, in his pocket. He soon excused himself 
on the plea of duty, and, reaching the privacy of his room, tore the 
black-sealed missive open with trembling hands, and quivering lips. 
It was from Adel, and its contents caused a conflict of emotions; of 
profound grief and joy, of sadness and pleasure, that plimged him in 
deep thought, oblivious to his surroundings for a long time. She in- 
formed him of the death of his father ; how he calmly passed away with 
his two sons and military brother by his side; how his priest son had 
administered to him extreme unction; and how in his last conscious 
moments he had spoken of, and invoked the blessings of heaven upon his 
youngest and beloved son, now in the King^s service far away in New 
France. She described the funeral ceremonies, and told of the great 
concourse of friends of the deceased that followed his body to the grave. 
She then said that by this sad event her father, Pierre, would be thrown 
out of employment, as the estate would pass into other hands, and that 
he had concluded to emigrate to America and try his fortunes there. 
She added that they had engaged passage in a vessel named L'Etoile du 
Nord, for New Orleans, and would sail from the port of Brest about the 
tenth of February. In a postscript she told him he need not answer 
her letter, as their preparations for leaving the dear old cottage were 
then nearly completed. 

Young Saucier was deeply affected by the death of his father, 
though he had passed the three score and ten allotted to humanity and • 
succumbed to the inexorable law of nature. His grief was mitigated by 
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refiectioo that lie would ugaiii i)ii>fi Adel aud her dear, dear parents, 
inch sooner than his most saiiguint' hopes had permitted him to expect. 

After eiiteriiig the niilitary service I he Lieiiteiiaut wiia always re- 

t about his family history and rehitives, and eonlidcd to no one the 
ifound and sincere love he entertained for Ade!, For reasons o( his 

he mentioned to no one the infomiution Adel'a letter had conveyed, 
ipting to tell of his father's death to Chevalier Makarty. 

He was now moody,- silent and reflective, in such marked contrast 
with h]s usual social, jovial dls])ositiiiii. ns to attract the notice of his 
associates, who charitably attributed the change to his tender solicitude 
for the invalid girl in the Fort, now slowly fading away. Uow to dispoae 
of Pierre and Marie when they arrived gave him no uueasineae, as he 
wati; well able liiiuucially lu sitonle them comfortably iu any of the 
neighboring settleriitnts. But there was another matter he could not so 
easily dispose of. that be uow had to consider. He was fully aware of 
Eulalie's fervent regard for him ; now intensified by gratitude for having 
saved her life at the risk of his own; and his sense of honor upbraided 
him for permitting her to be longer deceived respecting the trvie senti- 
ments he entertained for her. He concluded he would frankly tell her 
that niiother had a prior claim to his affections. But then. Adel had 
never spoken or written to him of love, save that of a sister: and, for 
tiuglit he knew, she might Ihcu by the plighted Qancee of another. Hav- 
ing nervftd himself to the point of making a full disclosure of his per- 
plexing tiioughts and sentiments to Eulalie, he called upon her for that 
purpose. His rMoIutiou, however, failed him when, seated by her bed- 
side, he took her feverish band iu his and looked into her shrunken, 
haggard face. He saw that her frail i.ondiliou could nut hear sach a 
revdation; and he esteemed her too highly to subject her to the anguish 
ot mind it would cause, and thereby endanger her slender hold upon 
and, so, postponed his intended confession to a more propitious 

The days sped by and he continued dreamily to dii^charge his 
routine duties in silence. 

The time had arrived for the annual deacent of the fleet of keel boats 
to New Orleans for supplies for the post, The voyage that year was one 
uniifiiial iinportunce, tis engineer's reports and otlier ueighly des- 
:hea were awaiting transmission to Fitinco. and a considerable amount 
Appcio, large supplies, and a company of recruits for the Fort, must 
' rought up from Xew Orleans. The annual voyages lo and from New 
^ generally iu charge of a subaltern of the Commisdary, or 
rtorinaster's department; and lliey were by no means mere pleasure 
The lading and unloading uf the boats, their navigation, con- 
ing tlic crews of boatsimen, luid guarding against the many dangers 
the way. involved grave responsibilities, and entailed mauy hardships, 
ith mtieh exposure and hard lalwr; riMjuiring vigilance, pnidence and 
I llrmnesfi, Tlie boats commonly employed in this service, called 
sues by the IVenrh river men, were large, unwieldy, clumsy affairs, 
lelmeted of hewed timbers and wliip-snwed plank fastened together 
wooden pegs. Floating with fhe current and the use of oars, rcii- 
1 descent of the stream comparatively easy .: bul stemming iho Hver'n 
its ascent for over a thousand miles was aecompii^wd. w5.-f 
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by persistent hard work. To surmount the force of the swift current for 
long stretches of the way, or to pass strong eddies, the boats were "cor- 
deled" ; that is, a long line was taken ashore and carried far above, where 
it was made fast to a tree on the river^s bank. The boat was then drawn, 
by hand, or capstan, to that point; and this was repeated again and 
again until calmer water was reached, when the oars were once more 
plied. When practicable, the boats were drawn by the united strength 
of the crew walking along the shore, as horses draw canal boats. At 
night, when going up stream, the boats laid by in willow thickets border- 
ing sand bars, or islands, for safety from surprises or night attacks by 
hostile Indians. 

CHAPTER VII. 
A Second Visit to Xew Orleans. 

The Commandant was about to detail a non-conunissioned oflScer 
for that summer's voyage, when he was much surprised by receiving an 
application from Lieut. Saucier for this duty. While Major Makarty 
would not have ordered a commissioned officer for this onerous service, 
he was pleased when Lieut. Saucier volunteered for it; for he knew that 
it could not be entrusted to anyone more reliable, or more capable to 
conduct it successfully, land gladly assented to his request. 

Having perfected his preparations, the Lieutenant took leave of 
Eulalie, promising to return as soon as possible, and expressing the hope 
that he would find her much better when he came. His boats were fur- 
nished by the merchants of Kaskaskia and Cahokia, free of charge except- 
ing the transportation down the river of their export produce. Some 
of them were loaded with lead in bars from Renault's mines at New 
Potosi, in the Spanish territory across the river; others carried cargoes 
of furs obtained in trade from the Indians; others with beeswax, dried 
venison, buffalo meat, and other products of the country. Even at that 
early day much wheat was raised by the habitants, and flour, ground by 
the water mills, was one of the principal exports of the country. 

The Lieutenant^s progress, with his fleet, down the river was rapid 
and without extraordinary incident. The tedium of the voyage was 
lightened by his anticipations of joy in meeting, at his destination, the 
loved ones who had left France some months before, and were probably 
then at New Orleans awaiting his arrival. In imagination he pictured 
the surprise of Pierre and Marie upon meeting him, and wondered how 
Adel looked, and what she would say. 

Arriving at New Orleans, after securing his boats, he eagerly en- 
quired along the river front for the expected vessel, L'Etoile du Nord, 
and was grievously disappointed when told that nothing had yet been 
beard of it. After paying his respects to Colonel Kerlerec, the then 
Governor of Louisiana, he secured pleasant lodgings, and proceeded in- 
dustriously to discharge the duties of his mission. The Governor court- 
eously took charge of his despatches, to transmit them, with his own, to 
the Minister of Marine by special messenger. Overhauling and refitting 
his boats; keeping his crews of boatsmen under control; receiving, re- 
ceipting for, assorting and stowing away his cargoes of munitions, and 
supplies of various kinds, occupied his time for many days. Though he 
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the recipient of mimy inviuilions from the Goveruor, oflicerB, and 
citizens, to dinners, balls, and other social entertaiiinienta, be declined 
all that be well could on different pretexts, feeling that in bis state of 
mental anxiety they would afford bini no pleasure, and he coiJd not 
[uit himself as a guest with credit. 

He arose every morning with Uie sun, and took long walks along the 

T levee, or about the straggling town ; and often during the day he 

■nned the great river southward hoping to catch sight of an incoming 

_ip. Occasionally he was elated by seeing in the distance a sail slowly 

lOving toward the landing. With feverish impatience he awaited its 

Arrival, to be again overcome with disappointment when it proved to not 

be the vessel he was expecting, nor bringing any news of it. One evening, 

after an unusually busy day, he again, as was now his custom, souglit the 

river aide, with a lingering hope of perhaps gainiDg some tidings of 

those be longed to see, -Is he approached the river he was astonished 

on seeing a large ship moored near the wharf, from which its passengers 

and their luggage were being put ashore. The setting sun had touched 

the line of verdure that fringed the western river bank, and its departing 

ijB converted the broad surface of the stream into u sheet of bumisbea 

Bid. The resplendent beauty of tile scene, however, was lost to the 

lUtenant as he hurried to the water's edge to see the name of the vessel. 

[e saw it painted in large letters al>ove the rudder, and almost sank 

im revulsion of overwrought hope again blasted. The name he read 

s not "IVEtoile du Nord", but ''La Cygne", and, as he Boon learned, 

fitom Bordeaux, France, having touched on the way in at Fort Hoyale, 

in Martinique. Rallying big drooping spirits lie clambered aboard to 

make inquiries for the object of bis weary watching. Accosting the 

Skipper of the vessel, he asked if he could give him any information 

of "L'Etoilo du Nord" that sailed from Brest four months ago. The 

burly old seaman, apprised by the questioner's uniform, that he was a 

military officer in the King's service, toucheil his cap, and answered 

courteously, regretting that be knew nothing of the ship: but said his 

Comniis (Purser) over there perhaps did; and added, so far as he knew, 

that craft had not been heard from since it left the French port. The 

Purser, a brisk young man, busy with pencil and entry book, overheard 

the question and the Skipper's answer, and without looking up from his 

book and papers, said, "la it of the t'rench .ship. L'Etoile du Nord, 

the Liouienant. "can you tell me where she 



donsieur is cnquinngr 
* "Oni, oui, gasped 



■apid Ftrokes of Kis pencil, 
undergoing repairs, hav- 



"Yes"; answered the young num. between 
'i the hay of St. Pierre, in MartiniqiK 
j[ hnd a disastrous transit of the ocean. One of her passengers who 
me aboard this ship at Fort Boyale, and has not yet gone ashore, can 
pDbably give you any additional information you may desire". 

With great effort tn appear calm the Lieulenaut asked tlie busy 
nmis if he would be so kind as to point out to him the person men- 
med. 

"Certainly, Monsieur; there is the man, in white clothing and broad 

med hat, sitting on the chest by the main mast"'. 
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The individual in white clothing, a middle aged man of gaunt frame, 
with grizzled hair ahd thin sallow face, evidently emaciated by prolonged 
sickness, was instantly confronted by the agitated young officer, who 
asked : 

'^Vere you a passenger from France on I/Etoile du Nord?" 

^"Yes, Monsieur, I was", the man dryly answered. 

^'Tell me, please, were Pierre Lepage and his family on that vessel ?^' 
was the next anxious inquiry. 

^They were'^ said the man with ominous emphasis on the ^Vere*'. 

"Can you inform me where they now are ?" faintly asked the ques- 
tioner. 

"Yes, Monsieur, I can", replied tlie weary looking individual, 
"they are all three dead and at the bottom of the sea". 

"Mon Dieu-'^ gasped young Saucier, "that surely cannot be pos- 
sible". 

"Yes; it is indeed possible, and too true. Did you know them, 
Monsieur ?" 

To this question the Lieutenant responded that he did. 

"Pardon me, Monsieur^^ added the stranger, eyeing him closely, 
"may I ask who you are?" 

"T am Jean Baptiste Saucier, from Lachapelle, near Orleans, in 
France, now in the King^s military service". 

"Ah, yes, yes", remarked the man musingly, "and so you was not 
slain by the Indians as was reported? I see how you knew Pierre Le- 
page and wife. They kept house for your father, whom I knew well; 
and I remember you when a school boy -at the village near by your 
father's place. My name is Isadore Brusier. I lived in Tours, and my 
businoss occasionally called me to Orleans, and there I became acquaint- 
ed with vour father and his son Louis" 

• - 

"Pardon me, Monsieur Bruiser", interrupted Jean Baptiste, "but 
please tell me of the fate of the Lepages". 

"Ah- Mon cher enfant", feelingly replied M. Brusier, becoming 
quite coniniunicative, now that he knew to whom he was talking, "t 
have a very sad story to tell you. You have, I presume, heard of the 
death of your father? Yes; well, after his burial, his estate was sold 
for partition and passed into possession of strangers; so Lepage con- 
c1u(1(m1 to leave France and seek a new home in America. About that 
time — fortunately after your father deatli — the report came that you 
had boon killed in battle with the savages. This report, believed by all 
to 1)0 true, very nearly caused Lepage to give up the voyage and remain 
in France, — and would to God that he had clone so! But his prepara- 
tions were completed, and he went to Brest with his wife and daughter, 
and took ])assage on the ill-fated ship on which my brother and myself 
embarked. 

''Tlic voyage, though tedious, was not unpleasant until we had 
iravorsod about two-thirds of the way, when we were struck by a terrific 
slorni, coniing from the northeast, that continued with unabated fury, 
for six davs. Two of the seamen were washed, or blown away, as was 
also the main mast: and the ship sprung a leak that threatened to sink 
us to the bottom. Wo could do nothing but keep the vessel in line with 
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the course of the gale, and that carried us far out of our way in the 
direction of Brazil. It is well that L'Etoile du Xord was staunch and 
well built, else none of ns would have ever reached dry land — ^and not 
many of us did, as it turned out. 

"But we all worked the pumps, night and day, and kept afloat. 
When the storm at length abated, and the raging sea subsided, the leak 
in the hull was securely closed, and by crowding on all the sails the two 
remaining masts could carry, we regained our course and made fair 
licadway, being driven by the African tradewinds. All this was bad 
onough ; but as nothiijg compared to what fate yet had in store for us. 

•'What with calms, and storm and very slow sailing we had been 
on the sea for three months or more. Our supplies of water and pro- 
visions were running low; but we were all well, and buoyed up by the 
expectation of soon sighting some one of the West India Islands. The 
weather was intensely hot and the little water remaining in our casks 
was scarcely fit to drink. Suddenly, one day, one of the passengers was 
taken violently sick, and soon died. Then another was prostrated with 
the same symptoms and lived but a short time. Then we realized the 
appalling fact that the plague* had broken out among us and we were 
doomed to destruction by this horrid pestilence. Lepage was among 
the first victims, and lived but twenty-four hours. He was always jovial 
and good humored, and by his fine flow of spirits, had materially miti- 
gated the dreariness of the voyage, and greatly aided in sustaining the 
flagging hopes and courage of all on board throughout all our troubles. 
We gently lowered his body into the sea ; but had no time to indulge 
our grief, as he was quickly followed by others. 

''The terrible disease attacked the strong as well as the weak, the 
old and the young alike, with pitiless severity. The only mercy it ex- 
tended was to render its victims speedily unconscious. The ship^s cap- 
tain, surgeon, half the crew, and more than half of the passengers fell 
before the awful scourge and were consigned to the deep. Madame 
Lepage, who had been untiring in ministering to the sick and dying, was 
spared for some time: but, at length she was stricken down and soon 
breathed her last, following Pierre to an unmarked grave. We were 
now approaching the West India Islands, and very eager to reach land 
— any hind — so that those of us who survived might ai>andon the in- 
fected vessel and flee to the shore for our lives. Only a day and a night 
after we had given to the waves the body of Marie Le|)age, her daughter, 
A(l(*l, already exhausted by grief and attention to the sick, was seized 
by the dreadful epidemic, and quickly succumbed to its deadly viru- 
hMice. 1 was bathing her head with sea water, in her death struggles, 
when all at once I felt very sick. The ship seemed to be rapidly whirl- 
ing around; everything became dark, and I fell to the deck unconscious. 

"When I awoke, as though from a long, troubled sleep, T was in a 
large shed-like house thatched with palm leaves, on the highlands in the 
northern part of the island of Marti nic|ue, where my brother, who was 
of the number not attacked by the plague, had me immediately brought 
from the ship — we having entered the Bay of St. Pierre, in that island a 
few hours after I had fallen. There he and others took care of me until 

• Probably a virulent form of Asiatic cholera. 
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I recovered. My brotlier having secured oinplo3*nieiit at Fort Rrnale 
will remain there until winter and then join me here where we will en- 
gage in business. As soon as the anchor was dropped in the Bay of St. 
Pierre my brother had nie carried to the highest part of the island — as 
far as he could go from the death smitten ship — without stopping, and 
I have seen none of our sur\'iving fellow-passengers since. I learned, 
however, before leaving Fort Royale, that L'Etoile du Nord was at once 
deserted by all the survivors aboard, and is still in the Bay of St. Pierre 
being thoroughly repaired." 

CTT-APTER VIIT. 
A Brush avitii Soutiierx Indians. 

Liciitonaut Saucier sat as though stupefied while listening to Mon- 
sieur Brusicr's startling narrative, and only by a mighty effort could he 
control his emotions when the narrator (lepi(ftcMl the closing scene of 
Ariel's young life. J low he left the La Cygne and got back to his quar- 
ters in the town he never c-ould remember. In the solitude of his room 
lie contended with his great grief tbrough the sleepless, restless, night, 
lie was lilcnilly prostrated with the weight (»f sorrow that taxed all Iiis 
fortitude to bear. His glowing day dreams were cnielly dissipated, and 
even hope had vanished and left him dismally alone in the world with 
jiothing further to live for. The next morning was ushered in with 
rain ; and dense blaek clouds covered the sky like a pall, as though the 
very elements wore testifying their sympathy with the young soldier's 
woeful wretehodiios. Pleading indisjmsition, he remained in his room 
and excused Iiini'^elf tn all who called on him. In the evening a messen- 
ger from the (Mivj-rnor infonnetl him that the comi)any (»f reeniits for 
the force at Fort Chartres, he was expecting, had arrived, and bcirged 
him to call at the executive ottice next morning to arrange for their 
ti-ansjxirtatitjn u]> the river. This had some effect to divert his mind 
from, and sonii'what relieve it of, the dark gloom that had fallen upon 
him. 

The next morning, he arose early, as usual, resolved, if I'o-i.sible, 
not to he overcome hy his misfortunes; jnit to assert his maidiood. and 
continue tlu* conflicts of life with all I he firmness he ])ossessed. At the 
aj>])oiiit(Ml hour he called at the (lovernor's oilice with little, if any, exter- 
nal indication of the soul-racking torture he was ejiduring. Arrange- 
ments for additional hoats and provisiojis Mcie ])erfect(Ml in a few days; 
and thejj, having neither incentive or de-ire to longer remain in the 
melancholy j)la«e. In- hurried the ])re|»aialiims for his <le]^arruro as 
ra])idly as possible. In h-ss than a week after his interview with the 
r-Jovcrnor he was rearlv to start, I'ourrinLT. rather than drcadiiiir, the 
prrils and iiard.>hii>s that he knew awaited him. 

As the ])re\ ailing winds at that tim*- «»f ihe y«*ar are from the south. 
Lieutenant Saucier concluded to trv the fvperinient, when thev blow 
with sullicieiit furce from that direction. n\' utilizing them in propelling 
his boats. A<'conlingly he cau>ed a light, strong and movable mast to 
be stej)jMMl in eacji of his pirogues, rigged with sj^ars ami sails. Several 



s recrnits. I'liIietHil alioiir ihe seaport tmrus of Prance, were ((uiiiliar 
I (lir mtiufl^'metit' tif Haillifiats, und thcs? he Installed ofi his navi- 

j\t Ifngtlj all was iu Teadinofis, his bills were all SPtllcd, his iHrgoM 
glv stdWfd iu the bnatf. ami his round of farewell calls ^iideH. Hia 
siii"'rii nimlition for service, nnd at tlie dawn of one of thn 
Eing flave of .liilv, he left New Orleans with hip tieet luiving every 
set mid rilluil liy a stiff brecw from tho Uulf. Not a sail was furlwl 
cntiri' day. and ihcv jirovpil vnluabh' adjiiiit^ts to tlie jiars, 
1 wttiii;j niusl have jiiissod the upw moon, ae it appeared in 
'iirly Iwiligiit a little way alinvc the western horiKoii, and whs pro- 
meed' liy the Bftgca among tlie erews, a "(tr)'" moon, augering a pro- | 
mis \-ciyage and jilensant wi'athc'r. The river was at that season at J 
iwcst stage, and its eiirront, in eousequenee, at its slowest rate: 
pnigrofs of (he tlotilhi, if not rapid, wue (inito satisfactory. Iji pro- J 
pTig Ibe lioat.'i liie men had regidar relays at the oan:, and whtin (itt'\ 
\/, some slept, others liBiied, and a few, with musieal taleiit. enlivened.-"! 
[toil nf their coniraties with e.vhiliraliug strains of tho violin. 

■ erjihuig went well niilil the mouth of llie Arkansas was passed. 
i at several pliieps alting the river, had come to the boats in their 
iu friendship, to bej;, or to barter game they had killed for calico 
|rbra»i« oniflnieiilH; but tliough nmnifcstiiig no unfriendly disposition 
1 tliey were known to be trearherouB and ntterly unreliable. To 
pd flgainsl night attaeks of hostile Ravages ashore — for there was no 
tter whatever from Iheni iu miilcln.'am, or in day tinie^-keel boatmen , 
iBonsly lauded on om- side nf the river in tlio evening, or on an islaui],.' 
I there made lires and spread Iheir meaU. Then extinguidiing lbe>l 
\ resumed their eoiirse. for a short distance, and tied up on the oppo*"3[ 

e until morning. 

I On the evening of the fonrtJi day afttr having passed the mouth 

p Arkansas river, the sky beeanie heavily overcast with dark clonda, 

I the rumhtiag thunder and vivid lighting were sure harbingers of aa 

■ iiachiiig storm. The boats that had been lined up on Ibe Arkansas 

\ of the river for the evening repaat, were hastily ea?t lnose, and, as 

loniary, rowed to the opposite side, in the rain and flarkiies^, and 

B fast to the overhanging trees there for the uiglit. Nut nn Indian 

[bwn nKti during the day oil eitlier side of the river; or any indi- 

1 ol their presence observed anywhei*. By the lime Ibe bunts v/vte 

red 1.0 the river bank, and the tarnanlins drawn over each, the rain 

I torrents, and Kintinued for the greater pari of the night, 

' At early dawn nc\t inoniiug. the rain had ceased, but the sky was 

I obseured by douds, aud tin* air was hot and sultrj', 'Hie men. glad 

nKapi! from the sweltering eonllnemeut of tlie bouts, leaped asllore 

ft ihu first rays of light iu the east, and began to kiiiille tires to pre- 

f their breakfast, A few of them had the precaution to take thfir 

S with them as they left tho bonfa. probably from force of Intbit, Of 

punuiber wan Lieutenant E^aueier, who never went ashore without lua 

J carbine. While all were busily engaged iu search of fuel dry 

E^ to feed the Hickering fires, tlicy were sndtlenlj ausailed by a 

-16 tt s 
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"^liota from th« i^urrouniliiig tret* aii(] uu<](.>rgrom 
by A chorus of uu'iMrUil.v vdU itiid tt-hu<)[i^, as a Iftrgc band of hilS 
painted savajie,'- ruBhetl uildly upon ihejii. The Sow Fi-enchmcn f 
stood tliuir gnmiid, iiud with stcndy «ini rotiirned the fire uC thai 
anta as they odvarced, then ciuhbiiig their guns went fearln'i.sly i 
the flgliN Tho«; without tiieir iLrriis fled to the boats to scrtirt' tliMii.f 
ttad Vfry soon rolurncd witli the bulunte of their conirade§ 
bfifore landfd, all well anned, and loi-r no lime in cominj; i' 
lit thow holditij^ till' Indiiinfl at hay. Tlicy charged iipun 
red demuns, wlio bad uot had time to reload tlieir gnna, u ■ 
tbat tJioy fell back, and scattered in full relreut. In ii 
spirited engagement the Frenchmen fon^'bt with the cour, _ 
CMion of well-trained veterans. Th«y followed up the advanlHi^ 
first chargt- gave them, and advanced in quick lime, tiring at the t^ 
iag fop as Jong h» one of Iheui could bo seen. At the first appM 
of the Indians, Lieutenant Saucier fired and killed the one nearest him;] 
then BCJ/iiig liie carbini- by its muzzle ho brained the next one, and et.nictcl 
right and left, at the same time chwring hiii men on, until I 
mentK caiuw up, when be led thera on until the enemy \i 
He W(ur twice wounded, but not seriously, and was not n" 
received any injury until the fight was all over. The 1'. 
bai onf man, one of the ucw recruits was killed, but severul 
were more or less severely wounded. Seven of tlie Indians wem left tj 
on the (round, and several more so badly wounded tliey could not e 
ami tlu'V. tile infuriated boatnieit despatched without mercy. 
'hreakfttsted without further molestation, then pushed off, contJnoJ 
tlieir voyage, taking with them the body of the dead soldier uhicii thq 
buried ul evening on tlio western side of the river. The wounded \ 
made Hs comfurrable aa possible, and they proceeded, with more; c 
and wilhiiiH fiirlbiT iocideut or accident, to their deslinulion. 



CHAFI'EB IX. 

Death of the Co mm and ant's Datioiiter. 

Tin; first frosts of early autuniu Uud tinged the dark lEfiet-u md 
■ vfitli scarlet and gold, and the ripening hickory nuts and pecan* i 
beginning In fall, when ilie long line of boaU. were drawn up to the Fill 
Jajiding. The couitnander of this »m:t;i-s.-:ful expedition, who had n*rt jrf 
recovered entirely from his wotuid§, looked haggard and car""' 
Leaving the boats, he marched tile rei-niit*. not disabled f roB) J 
or siekui'SH. to the barracks, and then repaired to the Com 
«lu«rtcrM. His knock at iht* door ■wtut an-'wcrpd by Liwettft i 
hurried iufjuiries, told him her young niistress was ver>' lot 
failing in vitality; alDo, that as long as she conld apeak tUie b 
kltout him every day. und prayed that she might *>eo bitii iigfl 
^h>' iv.v- r,nicd nvay to hnr mother, rollnwmpth" di-mfp^ rtn 
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auuiag ite cIdm. Bbv spuko hU name in a hui^Jc}- wliispL-r us gbu extended 
her thin hloodlesH hanit, and a gleani of radimit joy lighted Iier wan 
Ijealururt wiien ho [jressed it, and iniplantetl a kiss upon her forliead. 
too far ejdiausted to epeak to hixo; but the mute eloqueuci* of 
expression aeaurcd him that his presence aflorded her real comfort 
iiappinitfs. Almost hcartbrofcon already by M. Brosier's narrative, 
patltetic sadness of Eulalie's condition very nearly overpowered him, 
till? streafitli he could eomujiind was required to control his feelings 
while by her Bide, and not add to her distress by un exhibition of tmo- 
liuniil u'L-akneSis. With great effort hft appeared cheerful, and tried to 
speak to her in the pleasant, airj- strain of otiier days — and partially 
suficeeded. But he could not long sustain this unnatural simulation, 
and, with a promise lo call again in a short time, he took leave of her 
and hurried to his own quarters, and there found relief in unmanly tears 
l^ut could no longer be repressed. 

1 The arrival of the boats with stores, mails and recruits, was an 
BBating event at the Fort, From the Conunaudant down to the serv- 
Bib, all were'eUted and eager to hear an account of the voyage, and 
^■o what was going on in the outer world. The pirogues were unloaded 
^Bsent back to Kaskaskin; the sick and wounded were carried to their 
^Krate wards in tlie hospital; the inunitiouB were safely placed in the 
^Enizinc. and other Hupplies in the store rooms; and the roluminoua 
^Btt nmttrr I>^urnptt^ distnbuted Luutonimt SauiKr ^as weak and 
nil jufferinji frmi Li- vicund- and euiely depressed in mind; but re- 
Hnd to lie bdli tod b^ the post sttrif' on to tlu. hoispital and applied hiiu< 
■t as diligeiitlv at. hit, cuuditicn ptmiitted lo writing tht report of his 
Htaisactioni' m \.w Orlean-., itnd of hit Rght with th( Indians, and all 
^BDr important luctdeuU of hie memorable descent and ascent of the 
H|kt river. He visited Euldln ever} day m. often lis bis duties per- 
Btti^t »nd txporiincod «ouie a'-suagement of the oppressive afQiction 
Miva» bearing in silence bv hie efforts to ^ootbt and moUifv the fleeting 
Mir* of ht-r waning lifi He rtcounted hia adienturc- on the river, 
Hft told her of amusing incidents and strange sights he had witnessed 
^BTew Orleans; and by interesting her in that way sought to detract 
^ffnttention from the gloom and misery of her mournful fate. 
^H A week, or more, had passed since the arrival of the boats at the 
^Hti and the commotion tliat event eaiiEcd had gradually sub^iided to 
^Rordinary routine life of the post. One beautiful morning in ibe 
^Bow haze of lovely Indian summer, the bright sunshine streaming 
^Bugb the invalid's open window, and the soft, invigorating breeze 
^Btcd her wasted fonn, the Lieutenant sat by her side with her small 
^H clasped in his ; her brilliant blue eyes were fixed upon his i^ad face, 
^Hlreet smile played upon her palliil liim, and then, without sigh or 
^Koor, her spirit took its flight, so gently and quietly that, for several 
^■ttentf, tliose around her could scarcely rmli/c that the struggle was 

^K|"Bnlalie is dejd", was whispered throughout the garrison, and all 
^Bhnshed; all labor suspended; tbe Ihig flonting from the highest 
^HoQ was lowered to half mast and the preat fortress became at once 
^^buae of monniinp. Thev draped hiT eoid body in robee nf spotle^^ 
^H», und Inid il in itlnte in tlie large ball, where slii> hml, jn beiilth. 



llceii 111 the <iiMii;e iiiul jo_\uu> , .. .. 

1 in lier sociiil renlm. Thm plneed in n coffin coverciT wtf! 
white velvet, Ihi'v convpyod ber to tJie chnrcli in Kaakaskin, preceded byl 
a guard of iionor with arras reversed, (he flag craped and druma muiHodJ 
followed by all the oflicere and ladies of the Fort, and a large codcodr 
11/ civilians from the adjacent settlements. After the sacred ofIic«g ( 
the priesta she was tenderly consigned to the grave in the village ceniH 
tcry near tlie church and buried with military honors. 

CHAPTER X. 

[iiU'EAT 01' WABHiSGTUN AT FoBT NECEaSITT. 

The grand objeet to be the attained in rebuilding Fort Chart 
was the permanent security of French possession!- ou the M-issleBipj 
and, incidentally, the maintenance of peact. But the great work ' " 
not coiiiplcteil wiien hostilities between England and France again com-J 
inenced. Their respective military forces in America, evgr at vnriante 
were not long in engaging in earaest conflict. In the month of Ma^ 
1754, one George Washington, a Virginian, in the service of the BnglUlU 
King, eomraanSng a body of militia from his native state, then stutionec* 
in Pennsylvania, surprised Conlon de Juiuonville with 11 small detach^ 
ment of French soldiers, near the Youghiogeny, (not far from the prea 
ent city of Connellsville, in Fayette county), and defeated him, Jnmoi 
ville falling at the first fire, shot through the head.* 

The report of tbie affair, and its resultant disaster to the JFreiMJl 
arniSj when received at Fort Chartres produced the wildest couste 
tion, and fired the military ardor of the inactive garrison. Xeyoft jd 
Villiers. the senior Captain of Chevalier Makarty's command; a hrott 
in-law of Jumonville, asked leave of the Commandant to march to 1 
scene of conflict and assist in avenging the death of his relative and 1 
gaining the lost preetige of France in tiat quarter. This leave he readllj^ 
obtained; and, with alacrity, began his preparations for the espediti 

To the depressed mind of Lieutenant Saucier the escitemenfc ( 
hazard of this undertaking offered alhiring promise of relief. Hn J 
willing to undergo any hardsliips; or risk any danger that wotili] 1 
to revive his broken spirits and divert his thoughts from the sad( 
rcnces of the past tow months. lie volunteered hia serricra, 
granted permission by the Commandatil: to acciimpttny Copt, d^ 
as one of hia Lieutenants. A hvindred picked 1 ' ". 

fully equipped with everything necessary for the long joDitiM 
boats were overhauled and put in order. Embarking, they j 
down the Mississippi, then up tbe Ohio to Fort du Qiie-flne, ■"" 
joined the forre of Cuulou de Villiers, an elder brother of the j! 
They there organised their men in four companies under I 
eers, and sullird forih iti ibf (piest i.f the i-m-niy. \Vn«hbgtDn, 1 
by Indians friendly to the Brilisli, of the advancing Frejich, ■ 
to Ihc Gncitt Meadow, a short disliiuec from the spot where b 
aamnati-fi Knsign Jumonville, a short time before. The™ Itfl 
safety in Fort JCcMsaily, a temporary defense of little sir 
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flV('ii);i'rs. lie liUil nol long hi wait, De ViUierB wjis soon 
Ion iiim, ami invcstiiis his I'litreiicbitieiits, poured in upiui him ii uiur- 
■i' I'roiii all sidi's. The ciipifii-'iiicnt. lual.t'i.l riiiiu hoiirp. VVash- 
i?iiiji llie fiilihlv of ('..nliitidiiig hmgc-r wilh auch a euperior ami 
ilvtiTtniiM'il foi', (itt.rr H Mlmrl, pariiiy, piirrendLTed. Thu Frcric-li, mog- 
jiauioiouiily pfrmilteil him t-<) march out with side arms utid camp equip- 
flS". Iti liiis airair Wiisliiiigluii lo*l tivolvo kiltfd mid forIv-thre« wound- 
■' 'f ariirnvd to thr i-iiai. nidu uC the Allenl'ai'ieti' Ipivil^ ri'il an 
Ml or Kn;TliHli Has n" tlit'd- wesliTii «idi:. On l"ii\iiiy fiirt 
Wai^hiLgtoii'^ Iiidiuii tillics kiiit'd nil his hwv^ee aii.i cattle. 
■ I his bnggji^i', kiiuckt'il his iiiedidno rhc-wt in piece?, and killed 
,111.1 -w.l]inl two (if his wdunded men. I^efl with no meiirip of Iratis- 
porlatioii hi* mpii were nhliged to i.'«rry their ^ii-k and wuiiudcd on their 
hiifkn.' IK- <-opim(:ntx'd his n-lmil ihi th.' fourth ..r July, a day after- 
ward madt^ gluriiiuit l« a new btiru uation. The I'ori tlhartres I'ont.in- 
gcut ri'turned to the Mifeissippi Hushed with victor)', und withmit hws 
of a mnu. 

Tlii'y togeived a royal wiilcnme from the garriiithn. nnd Ihuir Biic- 
ccsrfnl h'umiliation oF Mr. Washint'ton and hi>* hnnl miiitin was cele- 
hrat«d in all thi; sBttlenLfuts iiroiind the Ftirt with pridon;:;od festivities. 
X«t king after the rcluni ot tliii' c.xpeditiun a eoimcr arrivpfl at the 
■r from .Montreal with important despatdiOK from the hmiui jjoveru- 
il am! from the llnvernor CJontral of f'aiiaihi. Amonf; Uiosy papers 
■I- wmniiiysiiius of promotion, as rewards, for sevTral of the olficers 
SH) men who had faithfully discharged their dutifs in tiie ereftion of 
^ncw Fort. Of those thus rewarded hy the King, Major Makarty was 
frHticod to the rank of C'oIodcI, nnd hii'utcriaui Haiider to that of 
^taiu. 

EnjiUfh emissaries were soon busy among the Indiiiiis all through 
the West atlemptiiij;; to win them over to their causi-. And by liberal 
prcseiili*, Hioru lihtral promisos, and misrepresentations, were successful 
in ^dueijig several of the tribes from their allegianee to, and friendship 
French, This change' of I'olii'y hy the savages caused niut'h 
ieasiDe$« nod aomr trouble at Fort ('hartn-.t. A British invaeioii was 
long the poGMhilitics espeeted ; hut no immediata danger nf a gonemi 
'sing of Illinois Indians was apprehended. Yet, the scattered si^ttlr- 
intfi rci]iiiri-d iirolci'lioji, piirticnlarly from threatened inroads of the 
l|ltckai«nw» about tht.' mouth of the Ohio river. Companies were de- 
iSJed for police duly to dittercnt points, and fr«iuent esciirsioutt were 
n the interior of tin- country by di'iachraeiite of soldiers to pmiisli 
Jiug baud« of Indians. Cbcvalior de Volsci and his men iiaviug 
n ordered to Canada. Major Makarty sfut C'npt. Saiieiyr lo take com- 
i of the fort at Caliokia. This stockade was situated near the center 
j the village ju^t ftcmns the road from the church, and was sp.icii'ui! 
lo foritaiu the entire jiopulation of the t'lwn in casa resort to it 
nriKo M.i- lU iio> itiiii' ]icies§arj*.t Captain Saucier wa* ipiili- 
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a fuvorite among th^ Cahokiaiu; and while comiudiiding iiinre % 
suTOijjisftil, not in (igltting t,]ir ili««ntpiiti!il Iiidians, but in pacifyJnj 
tfaem and rflgainitig their f rieDdship. 

When 6])riiig retiirtiecl peafc prevuikd throughout the lIUuoU, 
the st'Attyrcd soldiers Were recalled U> the Fort. The tribes in nppet 
Louisiana; or, luorp properly, along the Miesiastppi river below the Obiu^ 
however, were reported to liave joined the English — as nil Ui^ tashttC^ 
mloniste wlti.- ciillcd— , and vorv hsmssiny the whites engajr^d in naTl-1 
gatioii of tiw riviT. Oue uf tlie first pirogues enroute for New Orl« 
was captured by them, and ita crew were all slain. 

Th« lime had again arrived for dispatobing the boats lo Xcw On 
IcauB for the garrison's animal supplies, la iht then hoslile attittids] 
of the southtm Indiana, it was neee&Mrv to select for thiy s-.Tvi'-t- men! 
of tried coiirafTo and enduraucei. and a i;oiuiiiandcr of pnidfuii', limiiii^sal 
and experiviicc. Besides the supplies t)iat might be drawn trom tbol 
Quartemiafiter's and (.'oramissnry's departments in New Orle<anB, iti 
would be necessary to purchase considerable qiiantities of storey thenl 
for the (ruops at the Fort There lAcre also expceted at New Orlei 
important despatclies, and u large fciini of money, from France, for 1 
Commandant, and PajTuaster at the Fort; and it was very dceirafale t' 
all these valuables should be brought np the river in safety. 

After pondering tJie mnfter over for sometime. Col. MaharQ 
for Captain Saucier, and asked him if he would undertake the l 
meiit of the voyiigo. stating that he would not detail him for thatlj 
if hf preferred not to go; Out that he wonld regard it a perenni 
if he would ai^cept the perilous office. The CiLptuiii ausweroi, 1 
hesitation, that he was one of the King's soldiers, ready at uxjl 
jjo wherever required, aud Ibis duty would suit him aa well 88 Bj 

The late spring rains had long since ceased. The waters 1 
reiU'd from Uie low, overflowed landu, to the lowest level ol t 
eustfjmed channels. The sandbars bad reappeared with barraifl 
neni'e ahove the river's gurface, when Capt. Saucier repaired i 
kankin, iind put his fleet uf boaf^ in reaiiiness, as before. He li 
nate in findmfi the best men of bis former orews, whom hn e __ _ 
Inking fnmi the Fori a few of the most reliable enlisted men x 
with iiim iin his former voyage, he once more bid adieu to tbe J 
and set bis flotilla in the current of the ^eat river. He egoiu t 
dciiurture when the younfi moon was a silvered crescent abAat I 
into the dark' western fori'sl ; ibooiiing this phase of that orb for £ 
lint from suptrstitious notion*; but beea)u<e he would have ligbt a 
for wttie tune, enabling him to continue his course with the Icuia 
delay*. 

At ouly two point,- >'ii t!u' cii.t- n-'v ]\->M\).- ■].-m'iu 
hv Ihe Indians, and ili' ■ 
ua his gourd. By ll. 
niMit he reHi'hf-d hin ■ 



I'lIAl'TEIt XI. 

Tliirt,y-«i'u-ii >.'nr.v Iwil jiuwcil since tlii: firsi M-ttli'tncht war niaiif al 

r,Urlt?aiis by BieuviMf; ami it whs alrcndy a [irek'ntious tovrii*, Ihn 

bropoliB of all the rust tL-rritury clnimcd by the Frciiuh Crowii from 

( Gliif til tlip great nurtheni Inkrs; and tliv comiinTcial ami military 

Beway to all that regiun. Thu jirimitive architecture of tlie pliK'- pim: 

" 3 appearance of an irregular collection of huts with streaks ^r tnu.l 

t strt'ets. Ytil, tlint early, much wealth was coiit-eiitrnU.'d tln-n'. u In. li 

ps in uliler coiumiKiitii.'s -had th<' rlTci'l of creating noiial di^liin \wj\- 

fODg its people. Sutialor and povert^v were conapicuous in i^ome <iu<ir- 

of the placf, while in others Pnnsiim opulence untl spleuiVir, and 

[riKiart Htyl^e aiid rHHliiuun weri? lavishly dixphiyod. An aristocratic 

s had been I'osttTed there by the late (iovpriior of Louisiana. Pierre 

lUegund, Marquis do Viiudreiiil. who. a short time heforo, waa trnn*- 

rod to Quohi-e aR Governor (ienrral iit I'aimdft. iiipereediny IhlT" H. 

iGallisoniere, Do VaiidreuilV inmip and state; hir snmplnuns ityli- 

Drving, punctiliuue etiquette aud courtly luunnerir. which I'uund maiu' 

pi]b imitiitoi'S, caused his otticinl rvsidMicu, or chutimu, on line IVii- 

I to be numod by tlm [wipalaco "Ia> Ptitlt* A'ergailks". The 

'|fit«rP3t& of iJio tjiwn wure rppri'seiiicd by large and cimiuiodi- 

lusefl, and the mauy j^a) bhops and ttlcgant stores gaxv pvulence 

isiel prospcrilv. 'I'lie .Ipsnilc were: ihere. of course, si net- M'it : 

Bly cdiricfi' yel ereited liy the chureh wero tho Ursiillji.; Om- 

i, Hoapitfll, and (.'hapcl. New OrWns whs inade ihe capital of tjouis- 

I 17^1, On piiuf; ashore from his bout, near llie §pot where tlie 

jplain had met Mnnsiciir Br\isicr whuu last, horc, tlie inanory ol that 

Etkman's doleful story wns revived, with the wrfltohed ilifipirilinff 

|pct lie had espericneod whi-n listening to it. A feeling of cMreuia 

ijrept over him uh he r"\iewHl the cruel fate of those he loved, 

I blighted hopes, and lonely life. The vision of two an^'elic yuiitig 

Saturefi, now stUl in death, whose love had illumiued his soul and lent 

nil to existenw, ariain^; hcrore him, with the shades of hie revorM 

r and fotiU-r paivnls lu-vond — jdl now gune fiinivi^r— almost ovlt- 

■ered liini wiiJi n i-en^e nf heart-rending despondency. Philoisoph] 

fXTT. ciimc to hi. rc-euc. It argued to him that nuthins ' ' 

cd hj repiniu^ and hroiiding over iM-forlunc. The duad were beyai 

b readi, the living liuii elainis upon fiim, and he was vH young ououj^ 

Btlispel the incnbu* of grief, and tn benrlit humanity and hif^ country. 

Lllying all the utrenglh of hi^ resolnlc mind, he determini-d to hide 

i sorrows in the rcci-ssr's of his own thoughts, and aet to the heht of 

f abilities, the part assigned hnn in the world's affairs. 

To further this resolve, he concluded nn longer lo ninpe in st'dii^ion ; 

t to rocutor society, mid seek hiriieifulness in its paKlimes and frivoli- 

This coumc, he ei.rrectly judged, would be the moet effective to 

kiMi melaneholy. Stieial t:ai>'iii'" and amnseiriL-nU in New Oriwins 

pre not, in thnt .*ra. restriiir.,i i.i rerlain seasons. Th«rc wa^ iheji no 

i~ iioty-avr bH«k houBB haA bann l-Ulll In Xmr 



lifgiru »r ilii- rnvijml iln^j Ui uvrtlicrn wnlrrliiii places. (.>r a-HKiJc r«- 
fcurtft. (luring the liwiLcil tiiriu; liul plfiaauic lltt-rr, .■iiiisi.l<fri-<l — n«3tt I 
nlitaiiiiiij; tlif neit-ftsitiefe of life — tlie diief duty of i-\isi.jioe. its purealtJ 
it) ritHjiliij^, i]aiic-iii^ iitid visiting. wii& always iu onkT I'roni ouo Cbtist 
niiis In aiililh.-r. 

■rile ruijtain's presence in town was shol generally known, i 
lull Itiili' iniii- was left liim to lf^\ lonvh'. His militftrv ruuk, bu yualU 
iiiiiTily Figure iinil Ltiiidaome feiilniree, witli liis gentleniunly lii-aring MDI 
mauiiers, made liiui a desirable acqnaiutaiice : and the kn-jwledge tiist 
[ia wag mi uccreditcd jjovemittciit ugeut disbnrsing lar^u Aunj^ uf i 
for military sui>p]ie5, gave him ready adinission into the iiighoet 
of Hociei.y. in which he soon hecame conspicuous. He wna tioaized,j 
wealtliy mercenary IraderB, by tlie educated and refined, and 1 
shrewii mothers having raarriageable daughters. By acfieptrng t 
invitations from all quarters, he was quickly inducted to the wM 
i»f social entertninmenta, and was in a short tiine. one of soeietj^ 
ottractions. He was a graceful dancer and interesting talker, a 
ready to tnke pai-t in current arausementB; hut detested the ooarse^ 
oud dis«iipatiou of the barracks and messroom. 

Among the wholesale dealers and importers whose etocks 
Iio iuapecled pnjliuiinary to making his purdinses, was a m 
named j\ntoiiie Delomie, one of the wealthiest citiiiens of the ^ 
leader in its busintss circles, and an atfalile, hospitable gentlemai 
rewidLiii'i- >in Rm- PoncJiartrain, in what was then known as th«^ 
cratic quarter, -wus exteriorly plain, but large, rooiny, and Eu) 
jntpriorly with taste and luutiiflcence. Patterned after the gauS 
siou ot the former (Jovernor, the Marquis de Taudreuil, it had | 
appoiiiliiiiTits and iiccp.*soriea of luxurious comfort that wiisltl 
provide, mcluding a retinue of negro slaves perfectly Iniiiied for p 
and domestic service. 

Monsieur Delorme's family comprised only his wife and duu^ 
at home. Another daughter, who was married, resided in France, audi 
win, also married, wus the principal nierehant and shipowner hi C 
I*ierre, on tlie island of Martinique. Madam IVIomie was, in nianjr i 
."ipeet.i, tlie aiitithesia of her husband. He had niiirried lu'r when both] 
were yonug and poor, from a social stratum below that to whicU J 
pthrents helongi'd. She was a peasant's daughter, coarse, illiteratt 
a stranger to the usages of refineil society in which he had been Qtt 
But fihe was a pretty girl, strong, healthy, industrious, and a ^ 
ecouocnical Iiouseholtl manager. She had proven an elTicient C" 
hi tliB accumulation of his large fortune, a true wife and i 
mother, Adviiming agf had wrought se-rious chano;ea in IieiJ 
figure and rustic beauty; and her altered station in life had i 
the, tnii cnimiion, arrogance and foolish ranit)- of riches FUspli 
vulgar people becoming wealtliv. She wns I'oriiulpnt, florid 8d^| 
facf'ii, and epoke very ungrammnticallv ; but dressed in fine, shtn 
',uAv hi 111.- height i.r fTi-lmm. thai 'illy benaiue h>--r rntiind fftf! 
'■.-iiin of fliishy, roftly jewelr>-, Oomii'L' 
M lety. she w^miiikI to have forgotlrn 
.1 now looked down upon tlie pie' ■ 



• yuiiiit,'u>r. lit riw children, waa 
SarcJ in limury »ni iniliik-nce, receiviiip considerable polish— if not 

ion— iu a l-'roudi L'oii\fnt in Paris, ll^r face was I'rctLy 

. ._ ...„ in irxpri'ssion. With & tendency to olicsity, &hn liii'l in- 

, rited none uf her luutlic-r's furnn-r L-nwg)' and force, but all of li«r 

lothere Uitcr wiiakiiess for fine vauucnt anil sparkling oruiirnfutjt. She 

witli nn easy. goi)d-uatnri'd disposition and pleasant toil-o; 

_j a fair niumduu. a volubk talker and fine entertainer, To s<!curo 

,_p t-liis Hirl a husband of wcultli, or rank — both preferably — was now tJie 

iijiKl for which Madame B.'lorme lived. No mi-ana were ((pared in 

iking her salons uttructivo, luid odipaing all others in tho siunptnoufl- 

K and brilliancy of her enlci'tftinnLpnts, not excepting those of thi? 

Eta Ooveniiir Di'Viiiidrenil. Her balls and dinners were grand, «iid 

r mnaieales and parden dpjpuners superb. 

Cnptain Saiicifr was not wealtliy; but for l^isJness reasons, rtnd 
Muse of hia oilieial position in tho King's service, he soon became a 
7)^nrnt ujul wclconip guest at ihe Deloriuo mansion. He was among 
e firhl invifed to llie Madaiiiti'.-i fetes and parties, and was always graci- 
wlv ri'ircivwl when he dropped in, informally, to [m^s an hnur in pleas- 
' 'rhut with Mile. Rosenli.-. 

OnAPTER XII. 
Tub Mtstehiol's Wom-in is BiJ^rK. 
A iiJOMlh hwl pH.-ised since the Captain^ arrival at New Orlftiua, in 
Hiich lie had been busily employeil every bnsineas lioor each day. He 
' 1 iiiftdf nil M* piirchaaoa, hut wiis eitili deUined awaiting tho e.xppctwl 
upatches from tVance. Time however did not hang hearily on his 
d». Hii hail formed many agreeabb- acquaintances who extended lu 
the cnrditt! hospitality of their homes, and viwl with eaeli other 
I their I'fTorls to enehance the pleasures of hie visit. He received 
lattering iillcntiiius in thcKc ehannfd and diurniing circles, from Ihi- 
u'ticularly. who allowed him but little opportunity for serions 
MroKpcctivtt rcthvtion, luid inipresstii upon lijm (lie avioin that life is 
Bor iho living and should be enjoyed while it lastB. 

Calling iHiii nioniing Itefnre the sun'.* rayn became oppresBive, nt 
i Dolorme mansion, his knock at the door vmn answered, as ukiiuI. h.\ 
b colored servunt who usherfd him into the small parlor, or drawing 
. and then went to apprise her yiiiiiig mistreiis of hi.-i pr'.'W^nce. As 
e entered the room he nisnnlly jjlonci'd through the open folding doors 
{Dtt> tUr adjoining room and saw there a woman, appurenlly yoiing, 
kjEttuig in a large alcove i-ngaged in sewing. Her hamls, he Paw. wertj 
: biit III' ilid not we her fnoe. She arose on hvs cntranci' into the 
fj>:"' ' ' 'iug up her work basket and the material upiui which 

iiwdle. left thii npiirtmeiii without so much h;- L£biru- 
He saw. Hs she ditted nut of tlw room like a -^li^ub." . 
iioldfd form ivif* plainK l>ut neatly dre-ised in hlmJ':, 
iliectly made lifv appnnnifice, the womnn in black 
', and the pampernl daughter of (ortnne amuswl 
' ■fti'i'Mi!. (;nnu>r*fttion and music. 

* ■■-iterislly changed since the 
111 Mni"tif\\=" M-i\i\T\'\\*>. tv 



century aud a Imli nga In tbe late summer the oighte nn<l inoi 
are pleflstinfly uool, wiili iinoiniifortublo lieaf iliiring llm itiiil<)la j' 
the day. lu tJiP olden da>i*. howpvur, tlie nish ami litislle 
itf ilie iiH'sent, time were unkimim lliere. am! through rliP hmlvi 
bnainesa pursuits and pleasure-seeking were su^^pended until B'1 
U'rnponiture in Ihr evening. 

A few days after the Captaiii'fl last morning call at the j 
ub»(ie, lie was ii^iin there une evening with a gay party of yoon ' 
men and ladies, who iitul met liim on the street, and prevKiled t, 
to a»7Ci>mpany thein. Such iinprnmplu giitherings of young soolet 
wero then nf uliinwt diiily nccurreucp, and alwnys liighly cttfi 
boetces and gueatfi alike. While the Captain wan recnonting to I 
of girls some of his experiences iu Kiiskaakia and CiJioklti 
oh^nced to look, from the piazza where he sat, towards the flowerl 
and mw the sumc- ligure iu hliick he had wen i\ few momiuei' 
sewing in the alcove, enter the garden from tiie street, by a sidj 
and passing through the shrubbery and flowers, disappear hen 
rear angle of the building. She wore, as before, a plain, ueutly4 
black dvits.'* and her head was covered by a aunbonnet that eoDceo^ . 
face. He looked at the retreating woman as long as eiu-. wns in ^ 
though she seemed, from her garb, to occupy no higher stiition ' 
that of nil upper meuial — a hired seamstress ppfhnpa — and of oci cons 
quence. It may have been the striking contrast she presented to I" 
Hoseaiie, in tho perfect symmetry of her form and her graceful mtr 
meets, tJiut attrai.-lL^d his uttention and curiously inten^alt'd him. 
(wo or thro; other rn'casions when at the Pelerine mansion lip i _ 
caught glimpses of that mysterious retiring young woman in tbe < 
anco ; and though he strove to dismiss her from his mind, as one in 1 ' 
he was in nu manner concerned, she strangely impressed him, 
found it difficult to suppress tbe desire to learn who she was. 

The long looked for ship from France at length nrrirotl, ' 
tiie expected despatches and mails. Tbe Captain, much relie 
began earnestly U) complete his final preparations for hin I 
trying return voyage, Early and late he was in the large Deloi 
house, where ]ih gnod.i witc .stored, siiperiiili'iiding and difcc 
OBsorting and Iriuuifprring of balw, boxes, and casks to the I 
seeing to arranging them there securely and compactly. 

Coming into the spacious building on the first mnriiin)?, \ 
forward this work, he was hailed by old Michael Mallait, the c" 
guardian genius of this department of the Delorme estahlishin 
had been in the Delonrie service since its commenrement, wift 
cheery greeting : 

"Ah! hon jour; boa jour; Moniiieur U* Capitaine. You 
well, I am happy to sec. And, so, you are goin^ to leave us, eh 

"Yes. Fncie Michael: I expect to bid Isew Orleans a long, i 
perhaps last, farewell, on next Monday morning, Pien volante," HAJdi 
Captain. 

'■'.Ml! mon cher fils". continued the old man. "we will i 
yon very much when yon are gone; and you don'i know the (liQ 
your departure will canse hi3«." 
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y jesting, iny friend; for wliar falamity can my Ipht- 

j occftsfon?" 

"Brokeu lieart*- iiuiong the denioisellcs. of course," anBwereti the old 

bn, with a knowing smile; and then «d(Jed; '"I don't kniiw trnw they 

T miiDage to get along without you in their fine balls and parlies. Ana 

o'selln Hoeealifi, piiur thiujil will lie incoiisulaijlt? iu Vfur alis«tii«"'. 

"Bah!" retorted the Captain, with some impatience, "she will Tery 

j-forprt that I was over here." This allusion lu Rosealie reminded 

B of the plainly-attired young woman he hud now and then aeon about 

il Delorme premises, and seeing no impropriety iu ruterrognliug him 

put her, ho asked. "Now ttiat I think of it, roon oncle: can you tell me 

) that strange young wumnn is, of whom 1 huvp somi-limes <:niigbt 

jfil, n|> lit the manaioD?" 

"No, I cannot: only this nf )ier liavp I It^arned, tiftt she hiis but 

Rjntly ai'rived hert^— «iiici> you cam«> — , from Kraiiee. I tliink. and that 

_ B IK a distant relative of Delorme's, an orphan, destitute, and trying to 

ptpporl herself with lier needle- I have heard her name, but cannot 

Ipw recall it. Of course she h not admitted into Mam'selle Roseolie's 

ITieir conversation then turned on business afTsirs and each wa-i 

1 intgrossod in nmtters that eonewned him most, and which gave them 

bjple oMupation for the balanee of the day. Tnis routine work con- 

' raed until Saturday evening, when tho Captain had everything in 

Mdiiii'.''H (o Ktart «wuy tha next evening, or on Monday moniinfr. His 

were all in first class condition, i-ach with its eargii in place; his 

and Bmmiinition eiirofully inspected: his bills all settlcrl, and his 

1 at their respective posts ready for duty. He would liuve given tha 

\er to fihovc oft tiiat i-vi-ning, but for tlie conscienlious t^cruples of the 

, who could not agree to embark on such a perilous journey withuat 

t attendiujif mass, and receiving absolution from the priest, on the 

^buth. 

> Captain had a. snug little cabin fitted up in his host, walled 

^nnd wifJi bale* and boxes, and covered with tarpaulin. At either end 

* H Bmall window looking fore and nft, a earpet covered the floor, and 

DKoy hunk and a coaple of chairs imparted to it an air of home-Iikel 

mfort. The tenuination of his slay iu New OrleauB had arrived. He 

1 paid all of bis farewell visits, and bid adieu to all iu.'' social and 

sinM« acquainlanoi's inclndiu* th.- Governor and militan- otficere, 

gladly left his miarters in the town, and took posses.Hion of iiis cabin 

I boat, prepared for the arduous ta.iW before liiin. 

After retiring for tho night he reviewed the time he had just passed 

F Xew Orleans: the mission he had successfully ecconipli*hed, inler- 

MTfted and varied, as it had been, with many pleasant episodes, witli 

■rtpJiiea, and the fMpiKit and kiudne=? aeeonled him by his many new 

miifliul.ances. and many charming ludie». ,\11 this was gratifying to 

B ielf-estceni. He found that he liad gained much of his former cheer- 

1 and interest in life, und nmbilion for an honorable career* He 

I wleep TOngratulntiug himself that he bad i.vereome tin- poignancy 

tgripf without impairment of his lovnlty t" the memory of the dead, 

sfully reuniting the arls and Wandishmont? of the eifv hninh.'*. 



CHAI'TER Xin. 
A MiaiCDWDS Escape Feom Death. 

The golden light uf tije. Sabbath i^awn slione resplendeut iu the e 
bejond Lake Borguti, und as the buii arose above the horizuji, the c 
tnin of fog, settled on iht; bostim of the great rivet during the night, wai 
slowly furled ond floated awaj. 

J-'rum force of liablt. observeil in camp, at the Tort, and on tbq 
inarch, the Captain arose at the reveille hour. Hie daily practico wbila 
Bojoiimiug in the toxm was to bo up before Uie rising of the aim, aniT 
taki- long walks before breakfast, for esercise. Sometimes he strollec 
along the levee nbove the river bank; or out to the lakes; tlum Rgoin, bi 
waJked through Ihe noiey ami odorouji markets; or bj the elumhennd 
residences Jind perfume-ladened llower gardens in the opnlent (laarterS 
<ir among tho lowlv huts of the poor classes. J 

On this refrt'shing Simdiiy moi'iiiug, seeing that everytiing aboofl 
(he l)oat8 was quiet anil iu order, he took his course to the old Place C 
Armi's, and then into the deserted streets, with ao aim in view bat t 
look for tlie last time on some of Ihe olijects and loralities he. had hec 
familiar with. His unrestrained thoughts dwelled uiwui the possibUi 
ties and probabilities of his voyage; then wandered to the more eei ' 
problem oC iiupeudiiig wnr with the English; meutally diKCU&sinj 
coiJBequeiiecs iti the Illinois, and its ultimate rusults, and how i^ 
affect bis individual plwus and aspirations, and in what way } 
best serve his King and country, and at the same time promote^ 

, IllllTWtS. 

llr ivalkii] on slowly, in iloq) reverie, hecdieaa of his 
Ihe silent rows of closed shops and stores, and oq through the little pari 
or euiiimous. then towards the Ursuliuo Convmit and (.'liapcl, seinng q 
t.ne iislii- but Ihi' rlevoiil few on their wny to the tlhapej to aicend la bat 
messe, or matin services. Arousing himself from his meditations to tain 
liis hearings and see where he had wandered to, he noted that he i 
ihtm passing the Chapel into which a few shulfliug old people 
girls were noiselessly creeping, like straggling bees into a bin 
stopped, and concluded to it'lrace his steps, and regain the rivori 
boats by tiie moat direct route. He walked back a short distil 
a sudden impulse caused him to ugciin ttirn and eoiitinnu in ttll 
tiou he hud been walking, as by that course he could, with a few 4 
veadi the boat landing without niudi loss of time or distance. H 
ho passed by some of the better eluss residences when: ha bad t 
ihc lusl few weeks, royally uutcrtHined; and, for a momant fdt!| 
of regret in exchanging those generous luxuries for the i 
the river and camp. 

A little farther on he came in sight of the welUknowu I 
piazzas, and Kpaeious grounds, of the Delorme mansion now i 
ii! t)rc ^iitlne?}' of prffnuvtl repose. As he jiroctfiV-d tnwiml f"' 
'■".:• '■ ■■ ' - IK, Ibrsidejian. :.r 
..u.l the bUck-ffiir- 
< idiout Ibe 
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iiy CD bar yray Uj maliii worship ut Uiu (.'Impel. Sln> (.■nine on townn! 
Sim with downcast eyes, walking slowly, as thimgli in deep thought, i.r 
[burdeiii-d with some seeri't sorryw. Though peanilf6B uud alouft in the 
jForlrf, and consigned hy fate to a life of toil and obsfurity, as old Miehuel 
EUallait rcpreseutcd hor, she uioved with grace and dignity strangely at 
Variance with her kiwly station. 

As they approached each other on the narrow walk, ehe raised her 
jyee slightly as he was about to step aside to let her pans hy. His gaic 
Ivks rix<id upon ht-r, and as she' monieutarily looked np he suw her face 
for the tirst time. Starling back in bewildered amazeinctil:, lie exclaimed 
Merciful liod ! Can tliis he hut a 'niiickiu^ dreani I I'ardon nic, 
ilailaiiie, will viiu plcasi^ tell me who you are? " She did not faiul 
T ficreani ; but srooil— like a statue — tninslixed with surpriw. Thi* color 
rfeft her checks for a moment, but regaining her presence of mind shp 
ftiiswered finiily, "My niinic is Add Lepage," 

■'Ade! Lepage!", lie rcpeati'd, wilh ajiitntion; "But Mmwii'ur 
Brosier told me ihat my — Ihat is— I mean — the .Adel Lepage whom I 
B'kaBw in France, died of the plague almard the ship. L'Etoilc du Nord, 
sea." 
'*I escaped death aUnuat by a miracle", said sln'; hut, pray sir, 
you ?" 

■'I am Ji-jin Baptist* Saucier", answered the C'aplam. as lie clut 
9ie astoniehed girl in his arms, 

"Ohl Jean R«pl.ist«", she tried haU im'redQluu^iy. ■'cmt it be [>a 
ible that it is really you? TJiey told us you were, killed by the savagee^l 
md my poor parents and myself mourned for you «ith bleeding hearts," 
He turned and walked with her in the direction of the C.'liapch but 
I intent wtjre they with mutual explanations of causes why thev were 
)Dt dead, and accounts of evenla transpiring in their lives since they 
lad se«n each other last. Ihi-y passed the Chapel without si-etng it, arid 
proceeding lo the Convent lawn siit down on one of the luotic seats Un-re. 
ind continued their animated conversation perfectly oblivious to alt 
nouBdingB. 

"Did you", sho asked, "'receive my letter giving you flii account of 
torn father's death, and of n»v father's conclnsion t/i emigrate to New 
Jice?" 
"Ves'', ho answered sadly, "and that was the lust letter I received 
1 you. You perliapa forgot lo write to mc again." 
"OUl Jean Baptiste, how can vou say that?"', she said reprnaehfolly, 
1 hor oycf became enffuscd with leurs. "I will tell you why I did not 
rito t(j you again" ehe eontinufd: "You no dtmbt rcraeniher Jo, 
Sfihot?" 

"1 do, indeed", said the Captain; "and I will hardly ever forget— 
Wr do 1 think Im will — the thraidiing 1 gave him, when We were an 
hnal at Ladiappelle. iiue recoM, for meanly kiekinz over our dinunr 
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[iltor 1 lifiil wntteiiT. . . , 

I'licii, tliHl lit^ brought tin; iiitetligence H 
slaiu ill linttle witli Uie liiiliaiis. From I 
fif Ihope terrible eavafjes, I Ittlieted tho | 
Ev tlii-u tuld mv I iiml ml go M J 
1 WKi'c (lead ; and I raighl as well many I 



K di'nUi— u Iciv d 
WiTf pr<'p«riiig to slJirt in 
ft'om Orleans that ym hud 1^ 
tht acci-'unts \ uu had writf u 
tad iidWa he liriiti^ld. was 1 
Amprica tu look for ,voii, as ^ 

him find remain in Franco. This not onh paiuod. bnt iEfnriated toe, I 
jind I r.'|p|ir.'d that 1 was iinxloiis ro gn to Nl'w Frnnce, and wmild ga\ 
ili.Tf. Ill- jiiivwhiTe f^lsi'. if for no ntlii;r ririlsini thnn that I might tm wiierel 
I \C(iil!i1 iii^\t-r «yp. or hear of him apaiu.'' 

■■Jliilr Toiinerrc!". ijiterrupted thu Oaptaiu voheincnllv, "T vrush I 
tflp lying jM>ltroon was horo now, fo that 1 i-ould show him wiicther 1*^ 
flm dead, or not." 

"So then''. L-otitinued Adei. "Monsieur Isidore Bi-usier tohl you aHl 
nbout the awful misfortunes that hefel iis on tho ocean. Oh! it wsoj 
drfildfid bfToiid any iHiiiinn piiwi'r ol' dvs>:ripl.iuii. In an hour or tvol 
Bft4T 1 w;t,- attai'kcd Ij.v tin- plagufi I lost all consciouwiess. and only I 
know what fLiHowed by haviug been tolil of it by others. All were Bati»^| 
tied I wa* dyii!!^ when Monsieur Brvisirr was stricken down, and thsy f 
madn prcpuralionG to throw luc into the sea to follow my poor fsQuif I 
am! mother and the others who had died. And two or three times again I 
it was thought I had hreathi-d my last; hnl wlien ihe nnfortunota tiaff 
nest morning, rast its anchor in the Bay of St. Pien-e, in the island of| 
Martinique, I was still alive. All on board, sick and well, 
iliately sent ashore, 

''Monsieur Bniaier's brother, who escaped the scourge, and who Juu) I 
oared for him pvei^ mumi-nt of his siekness, employed nutive» at onw tOifl 
carry the sick man to t!ie uortliern part of the island, so as to ba ^ 
relatives of theirs at Fort Hoyale. The other sick persons, i 
friends or relnlives with them, were alR> rarried nwiiy to the hfll&ii 
ai p'tesihle; hut I, having no one left to oare for ma, was taken oq 
and placed in a vacant native hut under the palms, with no t 
that I could survive many hours — or minutes, [terhaps. The Bii 
our vesMcI, and its disast.roiiB voyage, wtv. soon known in 8t»J 
and the citizen there lost no time in offering such relief as was f 
jiowi'r. _ 

'^Aui!u>iiii.' ndonu.'. son of M--Arit"iue Dolorme of this piftco, 1 
wealthioat merchant in St. Pierre, and himself a shipowner, and whdt 
gratidniolher was a Lepage, on learjiing from our ship's 
iifuue, and niv parwit's names, as pusst-Jigi-rw, fmni near Or!. 
we mipht ho relatives of his, and sent an agent to the shir 
enquire about n-. On li-nrninp- tlic fart*^ h" rnmn liini-' '■ 

with a lot i.r ,■,■.■ 

i^r palaixjuiii 
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cnAPi'Krt Mv, 

UAimudE OK Captain Sauciek. 

"I toUi Uk'iu m\ sUir^v". rimtimiwl Aili'l, "■when suilicieiitly rwovtred 
t dbli.' tu talk, iind when able lu Kit up my uewlv fmuiii ri'latives 
ed mr til Uii'ir h'lnii,' iii tit. I'ji-rn', iiinj iiiatnJleil my tiiere as cmi; of 
■ fninily. I ttiere did nil I oi>ul(i fur thorn to repay their great 
t iili'iii.''.', Ijj fluch services as J miilil n^iidfr; and, while ihitnt. Ji-uriii'd 
I" i\uHn ail (ixjiort dressiinikur, ThouglirvLTv ciomfnrl was atm.v com- 
pel, and every want gratified. I I'duli! not avoid the feclinji tliat I 
fi drpciidi-nt and object uf diarity. 1 begged M. Auguatiue to pe-r- 
hiit uio to come to this town on one of his ghips. where 1 niij;]it fiii'l fiettci" 
opptirtuuitieg ti> cam my support. They all tried to dissuade me from 
' ,- I bad taken and the purpose I had formed, and inipinred mu to 
with tliom. It must linve been soiiu' destiny impelling nie, for J 
buld not resist the eonetant impulse Uj eome here, 
7 '"With reluctanL'B and regretK. they at length consented; bnt onljo 

/ pnuoitif to go directly to M, Antwiiic Deloniie's house, and make ^ 
fay future homn, &ni) if I wan tiisappointed in my expectations here 
plurn immediately to them. 

nrriviid bore four weeks ogo, nnd found the Delorme mabjiioii a 
I pleasant home, anil hiivr b«'n treBleil vury kindly. J sooii dis- 
^rcd. however, tliat my place tlifre was tliat of a poor, depenilent re- 
nd that I was expected not to transgress its bonndw bv intniding 
.1.^ IhunVlle Hosenlie's cireh-. 
"Thifi ^itllatil<ll has \u twiiig>: nf liiimiliittion \ but not nS barUshii); 
wciety has no allureniente for me, and I long only for tlie quietude of 
^iire ri'tin-initui — ihiit Muiknje Dehirme and Mum'selle Husealie seem 
willing for iiic to enjoj. I have tilougli, without consulting them, 
atrnngemeiits to leave the mansion tomorrow morning, and eom- 
■ work in Madame Dnnind's dre^-imsking and millinery tatablish- 
o[i Hue at. Chiirles. where I can earn good wages and be nieiiGur- 
i iniiepfiiilent." 

[ The t'aptain listened to this reeital willi rleep iuterent, ami 1o some 
i-^Mges. with illy-aupproseed emotions. Ue then told her of Kort 
t'hnrtri-> and tin' (.ountrj' in which It was locnlL'd; of Kaskafikia, 
fcnktfl. and of the peopb- who lived there. He told Iter «f his lifo at 
lid of his former voyage down the river, and the great joy ha 
i[i meeting her ami her parents in New Orleans, and of his 
3 (or tbcir fiilurc sctMenieitt in the ealunies rienr the Fort- He re- 
ed bis eager watching for ihe nrri\'al of their ship, anil of his heart- 
Bing disappointment and grief when he met Monsieur Brueier, and 
\i] from liim the Icrriblc reality, witli iiKurHlice of her dealb also. 
■then iaionned her of his present mission to Xew Orleans, it^ objects 
mplishi'd. and his arrangr^mvuts all perfecled for starting that even- 
l or curly tlie next miiriiing, on hi? retimi, not undtting a doacription 
IIk pi'fiN and huniship)i of tlie voyage. Then taking her hand in 
f at his, hi; said. "Adel. will you he my wife, and go with me?" 



9M 



1 will; aud will go wIUl 



SIu- niiscd I1.T ,-yc-< trt his bi-iimmg wnli 
wert'd iinhf.-itftlirigl^v; "Ytv, Jean Bflptisti'. 
voii anywhere.'' 

They again met early next morning at the UrsnUne Ghupel, t 
knelt togelher at tho nltar. The ndlciating pi-iest, informed of thd 
C'aptsin's Bituation, dispensed i(*ith thp Oiurch's rulo in ordinary maw 
riagps, of puhliahing the bans frrmi the altar for three coii8ec\itire Sqsh 
days, Biid proceeded tn Bok>ninly proiKHince tho ceremouy tU«t nuHa 
them mail and wife. 

Th(.' unly witnesses present were old Mirhael Mallait and Monsienij 
Deloniie: Madame Delorme and Mam'selje Rosealie, if iuvilwd. did nu< 
doigii to even send their regrels, niiirh less to offer (hither reception t 
wedding feast for the young couple. An hour later the boats wero mov-j 
ing up strpuTii, with Adfl as mistress of the Captain's cabin, enroutA t 
a new, strange world to found a new home under novel anspicet 

Their progress np the tcirlnous river was laborious, and not albi 

f ether free from exciting adventures and narrowly Bverl»?d HjiDgmt] 
ut in due time; alt arrived safely at the Fort. 

Xew Chartres, the town near tJie entrance to the Fori., 
in contradistinction to Old Chartres. near the gate of tin- old tm 
below, had grown to respMtahle dimensions. Commencing with tempos 
rary habitations of artisans and laborers, it had absorbed tho popuUtiotlj 
of the old lown, and the greater part, of that of St. Philip.* Seren 
tradere settled in it and some of the officers and soldiers of the garri 
having families resided in tJie village in preference to the reetricte 
limits within the walls. A beautifid lawnlik-e esplanade, or drill gre 
of twenty acres, laid between the great ^te and the town. We can a 
imagine the maneuvers here of ^enadiers, in pleasant weather, Tiew. 
with patriotic pride, by the officers and their friends, from the lai|.. 
stone platform sunnouiiting the carved arch of the principal gate, Oti^ 
tain Sflucier's cott.nge was the newest nnd ueateet in the village 
row," its attractiveness and embellishments dne to the tjiste and induct 
of his handsome wife. As a token of his special regard for tho Oaptni^^ 
Chevalier Mnkarty (ransfen'ed Lisetli- lu .\del, for wlmm ^^iie fomieS ■i] 
attachment at tln'ir first meeting; and the true, worthy i^eiTant reiaai 
in the Captain's household, through its fortunes, tlie rest i>t lier i 

For several years after his marriage Capt. Saucier remained^ 
on duty at the Fort superintending the work of tlie builders, 
last, in 17t)l.!. the great atmcture was almost completed. Tl, 
stonft platform over the fine arch of the main gatc^ vna phcM 1 
tion ; and also the stone stuir case and balustriidr 
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cannon,* bearing on their surface, the monogram and arms of Louis 
XIV, were mounted in the bastions, and the buildings and arched maga- 
zine within the huge walls were all nearly finished. On the low swampy 
bank of the Mississippi river, in the far western wilderness, it stood, 
a marvel of engineering skill and labor, the grandest and strongest 
fortress in America. 

CHAPTER XV. 
SruHiiNDKii OF Fort Cuartkk.s to the Englisji. 

F(»rt (-hartros was tlui depot of anns and munitions, and the soat 
of military power for all tlic vast region from New Orleans to Montreal 
west of tlie Alleglianies, as France then, claimed the entire ^lississippi 
valley. EnghuKTs rapidly increasing colonies on the Atlantic seaboard 
however passed the mountain barrier, and were overrunning the territory 
claimed by France north of the Ohio river. Their aggressions brought 
on local conflicts which, in Koo, resulted in war between the two nations. 
Braddock that year marelied on Fort l.)u Quesnc anil was defeated. In 
375G, the English General, Forbes, with ;,()()0 men, retrieved Braddock's 
disaster and compelled the French to evacuate Fort Du Quesne, where 
all the garrison of Fort Chartres, but one company, had been drawn. 
It was now plain that the empire of France in America was tottering 
to its fall. It was too extensive to be successfully defended at all points 
from onslaughts of such a foe. For three years more the unequal contest 
continued, wIumi it was practically terminated by the English victory on 
the Plains of Abraham, and fall of Quebec, on the 13th of September, 
175J). The boldness and sagacity of Pontiac, the friend and ally of the 
French, however, prevented the victorious English from taking possession 
of the Illinois until six years later. 

The reverses of the French arms were severely felt at Fort Char- 
tres, and throughout the settlements on the Mississippi, though they 
were not* in the theatre of the war. The Fort had been rebuilt at im- 
mense expense of treasure and labor, designed to be a permanent bulwark 
for the French possessions in the Mississippi Valley. Yet, it was not 
completely finished when the fall of Canada clearly presaged its doom. 

In 1761, Col. Makarty was, by his own request^ ordered back to 
France, and Capt. Neyon de Villiers, who, of seven brothers in the mili- 
tary service of the King in America, was the only survivor, the other 
six having been killed in defense of Canada, succeeded him in command 
at the Fort. The retiring veteran, upon taking his departure, bid fare- 
well, with toucliing sadness, to the officers and men, to the colonists who 

• The cannon, five in number, were takon from the ruins of Fort Chartres. in 
1812, by Gov. Ninian Edwards and mount«Ml on his Fort UusseU. ;• mile and a 
half from the present city of EdwardsviUe. One of them was burst ed whon ([ring 
In celebration of Gen'I. Jackson's victory at New Orleans, in Jjinuary. 18l.'>. Of 
the other four no trace can be found. Of the aspect of Fort Chartres, when he 
visited It in 1802, Gov. Reynolds says: "It was an objeot of anti-r|uarian curiosity. 
The trees. underErrowth. and brusli are mixed and interwoven witli the old walls. 
It presented the most striking: contrast between a savage wilderness ; fliled with 
wild beasts and reptiles, and the remains of one of the larfrest and strongest fortifl- 
cations on thi* continent." He visited it again in 1854, and found "Fort Chartres 
a pHe of mouldering ruins, and the walls torn away almost even with the surface." 
At present nothing of the great structure remains but one angle of the wall a few 
feet In height, and the magaxine." 
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revered him, to the splendid citadel he erected, and to the grave of his 
idolized daughter. When he parted with Capt. Saucier, who accom- 
panied him from France, and had for a decade been intimately associ- 
ated with him in all the affairs of the Fort, and had shown hitf daughter 
such tender attentions, his iron firmness failed, and tears coursed down 
his bronzed cheeks as he flung himself into his boat and left the Illinois 
for ever. 

When the weak and corrupt King of France, having secretly trans- 
ferred Florida, New Orleans and all the territory west of the Mississippi^ 
to Spain, purdiased peace with England by ceding to her all the balance 
of his possessions in America, in 1763, the settlers in the Illinois district 
were overwhelmed with surprise and mortification. Disgusted and heart- 
broken. Captain de Yilliers abandoned Fort Chartres and went to New 
Orleans. Captain Saucier, not wishing to return to France, and seeing 
his military career in America terminated, handed de Villiers his resig- 
nation from the army and took up his abode in Cahokia. The veteran 
Commandant, Louis St. Ange de Bellerive, who many years before com- 
manded the old stockade Fort Chartres, now came from Vincennes, with 
forty men, and assumed command of the grand new Fort, only to for- 
mally surrender it, on the 10th of October, 1765, to Captain Sterling, 
of the 42d Highlanders, much to the chagrin and deep disgust of Pontiac 
and his braves, and to all the French colonists. To the lasting disgrace 
and humiliation of France her lillies were hauled down from the bastion 
statr and replaced by the detested flag of Great Britain. Fort Chartres 
was the last place on the continent of North America to float the French 
flag. St. Ange de Bellerive, unwilling to live under English rule, after 
the surrender embarked with his handful of men, at the Fort landing and 
proceeded up the river to St. Louis, which he thought was yet in French 
territory, and assumed command of that post. New Chartres was 
speedily deserted; several of its inhabitants following St. Ange to St. 
Louis, and the balance scattering out in the neighboring settlements. 

Captain Saucier and wife, enamored with the country and people, 
upon his resignation left New Chartres and purchased an elegant home 
in Cahokia, where they were accorded the highest respect and consider- 
ation by the entire community. The feeble exhibition of authority by 
the new rulers of the Illinois elTected no perceptible change in the old 
regime, and the peaceful habitants were soon reconciled to the new 
dynasty. Cahokia continued to flourish and grow in importance. Cap- 
tain Saucier engaged actively in business pursuits and prospered; and 
was a patriotic citizen of the United States for many years after Gheorge 
Eogers Clark, on the night of the 4th of July, 1778, tore down the odious 
banner of St. George at Kaskaskia, and planted in its stead — for all 
future time — the ensign of political freedom. 

Owing to the loss of the Cahokia parish records — in the confusion 
of removing the Church property to a place of safety during the dis- 
astrous overflow of the Mississippi, in 1^4 — it is now not known when 
Capt. Saucier and his wife died. But it is known that they were buried, 
side by side, in the little graveyard adjoining the old Cahokia Church, 
and that their dust still reposes there with that of several generations 
of the early French pioneers of the Illinois. 
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GENEALOGICAL. 

The marriage of Capt. .Tolin B. Saucier aad Adelaide Lepage was 
blessed by tbe advent of three children, in the following order:' Baptiste 
Saucier, Matthieu Saucier, Francois Saucier. 

Baptiate Saucier and Marie Josephine Belcour were married, in 
Cahokia, in the year 1778. Of the three children bom to them, Adelaide 
Saucier and Matthieu Saucier survived; a younger son, John Baptiste 
Igucier, died when a grown yonng man. 

The daughter, Adelaide, married, in 1799, a young Frenchman 
led Jean Francois Perry, from the vicinity of Lyons, in France; and, 
of their four daughters, three survived, named Louise Perry, Adelaide 
Perry, Harriet Perry. 

Adelaide Perry, married on the 18th of October, 1820, at Cahokia, 
a young man from Fayette County, Pennsylvania, named Adam Wilson 
Snyder; and of several children bom to them, three sons survived, named 
William Henry Snyder, Frederick Adam Snyder, John Francis Snyder. 

I APPENDIX. 

I Note A. 

' During the early agitation for revision of the Dreyfua trial, in 
1897, frequent mention was made in public prints of "General Saussier, 
Military Governor of Paris". In tin? press despatches from Paris there 
appeared this paragraph: "Paris, January 16, 1898. One hundred 
and twenty-six patriotic and military Societies held a demonstration 
today in the Place Vendome in honor of General Gustave Saussier, 
Commander-in-Chief of the French Army, and Military Governor of 
Paris, who now retires under the age limit." 

The annouuoement of hie death, in 1905, was cabled to this country 
follows : 

Pabis, Dec. 20. — General Felix Gustave Saussier, former eomman- 
ir-in-chief of the French army, died today. He was one of the beat 
lown and bravest ofEcers in France. In the battles around Metz a 
iart«r of a century ago he distinguished himself most signally. The 
JUS infantry charge at St, Privat, which practically barred the prog- 
of the Germans on that side, was led by him. Saussier was one of 
officers who signed the protest against the surrender of Metz. Gen- 
^ ,1 Saussier also served in Italy, Mexico and the Crimea. He was a 
deputy for some time and in 1873 distinguished himself in the discus- 
sions on the reorganization of the army. 

Note B. 

In the confusion incident to removing the church property lo a 

Ince of safety during the great overflow of the Mississippi in 1844. llie 

tarish records of Cahokia were lost. Fortunately, at some time jirior 

Bitloruj)/ nlinoit. By John RernolUa. S*conil (or Fergus) edliion, 

1 nUnoia BUtory. WI7-KiS. By Dr. 
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to 1844, Mr. Oscar W. Collet, of St. Louis, copied the Cahokia register 
of marriages, which copy was discovered, nearly half a century later, in 
the St. Louis University. It is, however, quite defective, having many 
errors and omissions. The parochial records of Kaskaskia and St. 
Anne, still preserved, are also very defective, with errors, omissions^ 
and important parts entirely missing. Hence the difficulty, or impossi- 
bility, of tracing the family history, or personal identity, of many citi- 
zens of French descent who were prominent in the first settling of .Illi- 
nois. Tho some of them were well educated, they left no written records 
of themselves or their times. For these reasons there is today much 
uncertainty regarding the earlier members of the Saucier family in 
America, several of whom were noted among the pioneers from Canada 
to Louisiana. 

The following brief references — comprising in great part the present 
knowledge of them — are copied, by permission, from the '^Saucier 
Papers*' of Judge Walter B. Douglas, of St. Louis : 

Louis Saucier, (son of Charles Saucier and Charlotte Clairet, of 
St. Eustache, Paris), married, at Quebec, Canada, Margueritte Gailliard 
dit Duplessis, on the 12th of January, 1671. They had two children, 
Charles and Jean. 

Charles, baptised Sept. 1st, 1672, married, 1st, Marie Anne Bisson, 
2d, Marie Madeline St. Dennis,, and, 3d, Marie Francois Lebel, and 
liad four children. 

Jean^ baptised Dec. 4th, 1674, — ^further history not given.* 

One Jean Saucier was an early inhabitant of Louisiana, as appears 
in the census of 1706, towit, "Jean Saucier, a wife and two children.'^f 
In Hamilton's Colonial MobUe, p. 80, his name is given as J. B. Saucier, 
his wife was Gabrielle Savary, and his occupation a "Marchand.*' 

In the same book "Madame Socie" is mentioned, p. 161, as a land 
owner in Mobile in 1760. On page 192 it is stated, "of other officials, 
we know Fr. Saucier as sub engineer in 1751." 

When New Orleans was settled, in 1722, some of the family removed 
there, as in the list of first grantees of lots is the name "Sautier'* as a 
grantee of lot 144. 

'Tjq 24 X bre (24th of October), 1739, Mr. Sauzier, ingenieur, est 
party avec un detachment d^ Arcanzas et quelques Canadiens a dessin de 
charcher le chemin par on Mr. d^Artaguet avoir este aux Chics.''J 

The place from which he departed was Bienville's camp near the 
present site of Memphis. 

In the Kaskaskia parochial register, "Saucier" signs as a witness 
to a marriage, on the 20th August, 1742. In same, under date of July, 
1761, is this entry, "Marie Jeanne Fontaile, widow of Francois Saucier, 
lieutenant refonn^ (half pay) and inginieur pour le Roy at Fort Char- 
tres, married Alexander du Clos. In March, 1788, she was married, 
for the third time, to Jean du Martin, a native of Ax, in Gascony. She 
is described in the last entry as "Marie Jeanne Saucier, widow of the 
deceased Alexander du Clos." 



* Tanguay'8 Dictionaire Oenealogique dea FamiJle Canadienea. 
t Fortier's History of Louisiana, p. 52. 

t Journal de la Guerre du Mississippi en 1739 et flni en 1740 le ler d'avrlL 
^mr \m officier de I'Armer de M. de NouaiUe. N. T. Shea. 1859. 
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Jauvier 7, 1761, Monsieur Saucier tils sigus as a marriage witness 

1759, Francois Saucier, cadet, is a godfather. 

From the St. Anne parish register it is learned that "le Sieur Jean 
B. Sausie, ingenieur," was godfatlier at Fort Chartrea on the 19th of 
February, 1752. 

In the same register, 12 avriel, 1758, Sausier was witness at the 
nittrrioge of Marie Anne Belcour. 

1758, 'SO Juliet, Saueier again signs as marriage witness. 

1760, 10 Juiu, Saucier again sigus as marriage witness, and is 
tsignatod in the entry as "'Monsieur Saucier." 

17()0, 8 Janvier, a negro slave of Saucier was buried. 

There was in early days. Billon says, in St. Louis, Marie Barbe 

lucier, wife of Julien Lo Hoy. Tbey were married at Mobile in 1765. 

le of llieir daughters married Jean Baptiste Frudeau, first school 

muster iu St. Louis. Joseph Francis Saucier was godfather of some of 

the Le Roy children in 1767. 

Prof. Clarence W. Alvord. of the Illinois State University, found 
in the Canadiiku Archives, cupied from Archives Coloniales a Paris, 
eeveral legal documents emanating from "nouns, Francois Saucier, Ar- 
penteur, Soussign^ &c;" and states. "Saucier was stiil Arpenteur in 
1737, beginning in 1707 (Archives C. F. 224, p. 24 and G. p. 80), most 
■of the documents of the period in the volume were written by Saucier." 

I am also indebted to Prof, Alvord for the following records copied 
those of Kaskaskia and St. Anne, (translated) : 

Feb. 6, 1733. Village of M. Renault. Francois La Croix and his 
lirife Barbe Meaumcuier, sold to their son-in-law, Henry Saussier, a 
ietre of three arpents front extending from the Mississippi to the bluffs, 
lying between land of M. Girardot and Francois La Croix, for three 
hundred minots of wheat, payable in yearly instalments of 10 minots. 
Furthermore, Saussier promises to maintain in repair the commune 
which crosses his land, and to pay the seignioral rights. Signed by 
cross for La Croiz, and cross for his wife. Robbilhand witness. Jerome, 
notary. 

Sept. S2, 1737, Jean Baptiste Saucier acknowledges to have sold 

lo Joseph Demiaseau and company a family of slaves, consisting of a 

legro, a negress, a negroil and ncgrillome, for 2000 livres payable in 

iwheat, &c. Made in the bouse oT J. Rtc Bauvais. Signed J. B. Saucier, 

". Deruisseau, (and company), J. B. Deaulieu, Joseph Leduc, Barrois. 

;Kotary. 

Sept, 17, 1758, at the request of Henry Saucier, and on the order 
of M. Burhet, judge iu Ihe jurisdiction, the Royal hussicr (auctioneer), 
Loui« Hobinet, offers at auction before the door of the parish church of 
'■St. Anne, after mass, land of two and a half arpents front extending 
from the Mississippi to rhc bluffs, situated in the commons of the village 
■«( St. Philippe du Marais, belonging to the said Saucier. It is offered 
ihree times, and is finally sold for 30B livres to J. Belcour. Signed 
Eobinct, lluissier. Belcour signed with a cross. Melius, Durliemin, 
witnp.'tscs. 

April 19, 1763. In the house of M. Deselle at Prairie du Rocher 
[^n elaborate tnarriage contract was entered into by Sieur Antoine Dudos, 
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Ecuyer, **natif de la paroise de St. Anne a la Nouvelle Chartres^ aux 
Illinois, diocese de Quebec, fil de Sieur Alexandre Duclos, ancien oflScer 
des tronppes de sa majeste tres Christienne,'* on the one part, and 
^TDemoiselle Marie Jeanne Saucier, fille d Sieur defEunct T^ancois Sau- 
cier, ingenieur pour le Roy,'^ &c., of the second part, with consent of 
her mother, Sieur Pierre Girardot, her appointed guardian, of Dame 
Magdeliene Loiselle Girardot, her aunt. Demoiselle Felicite Saucier 
her sister, and Sieur Baptiste Saucier her brother. Parties and wit- 
nesses all signed in presence of Viault Lesperance, Notary. 

In Collef s "Index^^ to the old Cahokia marriage register the fol- 
lowing are the only Sauciers recorded: 

Baptiste Saucier married Marie Josephine Belcour. Before 1784, 

Francois Saucier married Angelique Boy dit Lapensee. Before 
1787. 

Matthieu Saucier married Catherine Godin, 1788. 

Matthieu Saucier married Josette ChatiUon, Sept. 8, 1812. 

fils du Baptiste Saucier fille du Francois ChatiUon. 

et Marie Josephine Belcour et Margaret Lachaine. 

And all of them enumerated in the census of Cahokia in 1787 are :♦ 
Matthieu Saucier; Matthieu son fils; Francois Saucier pere; Charle son 
fils ; Bte Saucier pere ; Jean Baptiste son fils ; Matthieu son fils. 

The three heads of families here named, brothers, Baptiste, Mat- 
thieu, and Francois Saucier, were quite prominent in the public affairs 
of Cahokia and vicinity during the latter part of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, all three serving for some time as Justices of the district conrt.f 
Matthieu and Francois Saucier "founded the village of Portage des 
Sioux in Upper Louisiana,'*! and for many years were successful traders 
there. 

The writer of this sketch was for many years intimately acquainted 
with Matthieu Saucier, (my mother's uncle), son x)f above named Bap- 
tiste Saucier. He was born at Cahokia in 1782, married Josette Cha- 
tiUon dit Godin in 1812, and died at Prairie du Pont in 1863, at the 
age of 81. He was a very intelligent, quiet and imassuming gentle- 
man, with but limited education, and only traditional knowledge of his 
ancestral genealogy. All that he knew of his grandfather was that he 
came from the Loir district in France, and had been an army oflBcer at 
Fort Chartres. He believed him to have been the Francois Saucier 
mentioned — as quoted in this Note — in the Journal de la Guerre du 
Mississippi en 17S9, etc., as the "ingeneur*' who led a detachment of 
"Arcanzas" and a few Canadians on the route taken by d' Artaguiette 
against the Chickasaws in 1736; and, in Hamilton's Colonial Mobile, 
as a "sub engineer in 1751;'* and the inference of his death prior to 
1760 from the registry of marriage of his widow, in July, 1761, to 
Alexandre du Clos, in which he is alluded to as a retired (reform^) 
lieutenant and engineer at Fort Chartres. That lieutenant Saucier 
evidently was in the King's military service on the Mississippi at quite 

• Collections of the Illinois State Historical Library. Vol. II. Cahokia Rec- 
ords. C. W. Alvord. 1907, p. 624 et acq. 
t Cahokia Records. Alvord, 1907. 
% Reynolds' Pioneer History oj Illinoia, p. 286. 
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an early day^ and probably served as an engineer in the building of the 
first Fort Chartrte^ and perhaps of the second Fort also. 

In 1737 there was a Jean Baptiste Saucier at Prairie du Rocher, 
of whom nothing is now known, and who is supposed to have come to 
America with Renault in 1721. 

It is learned from the St. Anne parish records that *le Sieur Jean 
B. Saucier, ingenieur^', was at Fort Chartres in February, 1752. 

Reynolds says, "in 1766, Jean Baptiste Saucier, a French oflScer 
at Fort Chartres, and married in that country. After the country was 
ceded to Great Britain in 1763, he located himself and family in Caho- 
kia where he died. He had three sons : Jean B., Matthieu, and Francois 
Saucier, who were popular and conspicuous characters in early times 
in Illinois/'* 

Edward G. Mason states — in his Kaskaskia and its Parish Records. 
Chicago, 1881. p. 18. — "On May 22d, 1806, (occurred) the marriage 
of Pierre Menard, widower, and Angelique Saucier, granddaughter of 
Jean B. Saucier, once a French officer at Fort Chartres, who resigned 
and settled in the Illinois country.^' 

• Pioneer History of Illinois. 2d E4., Chicago. 1887, p. 286. 
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command of , ... 26 

Grant. Peter. Bard of the trale- 

donlan Society of Chicago 78 

Grant. (Gen.) UlyastA S 71, 91 

Gratiot, (Gen.) Chorlea. . .119. 181. 114 
OrHti. Barnard. Member of tiw Hmi 

of B. and M. Grata of PhlladatiihlB. 

Western traders 

ISO. 19J, 193. !0S. 109. SIO. 211. :1S 
Orat*. Barnard 

190, l»2, sot, 210. Ill, lis 
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Oratz, B. and M. Firm of Phila- 
delphia. William Murray, agent of 

Illinois Country 190 

Qratz, B. and M. Merchants of 

Philadelphia, western traders 

190, 196, 196, 206, 211 

Grats, FYances 195 

Oratz, Michael 190, 191, 193, 196, 

202, 203, 204, 206, 209, 210. 211, 212 
Oratz, Michael. Member of the firm 
of B. and M. Gratz of Philadelphia, 

western traders 

190, 191, 198, 195, l»tf, 202. 203 

Gratz Papers. Pennsylvania His- 
torical Society 211 

Gratz. Rachel 195 

Gratz, Solomon 195 

Gray, Jim. (Nigger Jim). Fugitive 

Slave, case of 58. 59, 60 

Gray. Robert A 24, 78 

Gray, Robert A., of Ulster-Scot An- 
cestry 78 

Gray, (Dr.) Wm. C 56 

Great Britain 

70, 76, 207, 208, 209, 210. 211 

Great Britain. Carter, Clarence E. 
Great Britain and the Illinois 

Country, 1763-1774 208, 210. 211 

Foot-note 209 

Great Britain. Public Record office. 

Colonial office Papers 207 

Great Lakes 84, 130 

Great Meadow 244 

Green, D. Applicant for Public 

Printer. United States 127, 128 

Green, D. Public Printer, United 

States 180. 184 

Greene. Evarts Boutell 5, 20 

Foot-note 158 

Greene, Evarts Boutell. Editor of 
Governor's Letter Books. 1840- 
1853, Illinois Historical Collections, 

Vol. VII. Foot-note 158 

Greene. Henry S 28 

Greenlee, John. Pioneer and founder 
of the Argyle* settlement, Winne- 
bago Co.. Ill 63. 64 

Green. Thomas Marshall. The 

Spanish Conspiracy 209. 212 

Greenup, William C 170 

Foot-note 151 

Greenup, William C. Letter to Kane, 

December 20, 1834. Foot-note. .. .151 
Grevedon. French lithographs. Re- 
ference. Foot-note 164 

Griggs. J. 170 

Grundy Co.. Ill 77 

Grunendike, Booth 24 

Grunendlke, (Mrs.) Booth. (Ruth 

Humphrey) 24 

Guatemala. John C. Hill, Missionary 

to Guatemala 44 

Gulliver, (Dr.) J. P 43 



Hacker, John S 156 

Haldimand, (Gen.) BYederlck 

201. 202. 207. 212 

Haldimand Papers. Correspondence 
with Lord Dartmouth. In the 

British Museum 212 

Haldimand. (Gen.) Frederick Haldi- 
mand Papers in British Museum . . 

207. 212 

Hall, J 170 

Harlan. (Senator) James 46 

Hall, James 187 
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Hamilton. (Col.) Alexander, of Phila- 
delphia 153. 166, 209 

Foot-note 15S 

Hamilton. (Col.) Alexander and Mrs. 

Hamilton, start in their carriage 

from New York to Illinois in 1836.153 

Hamilton. (Mrs.) Alexander. .. .153, 166 

Hamilton, (Mrs.) Alexander, widow 

of Gen. Alexander Hamilton of the 

Revolution 166 

Hamilton. C. W 62 

Hamilton, (Major) Isaac, abandons 

and destroys Fort Chartres 199 

Hamilton, J. M 62 

Hamilton, (Lt. Gov.) John M., of 

Scottish descent 45. 77 

Hamilton. R. J 170 

Hamilton's Colonial Mobile. Quoted 

260. H2 

Hanna. family name, often written 

"Hannay" 79 

Hanna. Mark, of Ohio 79 

Hardin Family 167 

Hardin. John H 158 

Hardin. (Col.) John J 

.149. 156. 160. 177 

Foot-note 167 

Hardin Papers. Foot-note 167 

Harris, N. Dwight, History of Negrro 

servitude in Illinois 58 

Harrison, (Pres.) Benjamin 87 

Harrison, (Gen.) William Henry. . . . 

38. 109, 110 

Harrison, (Gen.) William Henry, 

War of 1812 109. 110 

Hartford, Conn.. Theological Semin- 
ary 53 

Harvey, D. G 64 

Harvey, James A 66 

Harvey. William, Early settler of 

Winnebago, Co., Ill 64 

Hatfleld, (Dr.) R. M 43 

Haux, (Dr.) (Probably Dr. Fran- 
cis L. Hauks) 166 

Hauberg, John H 5 

Hay Family 69 

Hay, Jolm, of Scotland Y6 

Hay, John, Lawyer. Journalist, 

Statesman 76 

Hay, John, Works of . . . 76 

Hay. (Hon.) Milton 23. 68 

Hayes, (Gen.) P. C • 65 

Hayward, 172 

Heald, (Capt.) Nathan, at Fort 

Dearborn 75 

Hedenburgh, Peter 148 

Henderson, Lionel, Early settler of 

Winnebago Co., Ill 64 

Henry, (Gen.) James D 150 

Henry, John. Father, of Gov. Patrick 

Henry 88 

Henry. (Gov. ) Patrick 37. 88 

Herford, (Dr.) Brooke 48 

Hermitage. (The). Home of General 
Jackson, near Nashville, Tenn .... 

125. 127. 180 

Hertzberg, Ernest 24 

Hickman, (Lieut.) Harrison H. .111. 112 

Highland Guards, Chicago 72. 78, 88 

Highland Guards of Chicago. Or- 
ganized May 3, 1855 72 

Highland Guards. War of the Re- 
bellion 88 

Highlanders, 4 2d. The famous 

"Black Watch." Reference 85 

Hill. John C. Missionary to Guate- 
mala 44 

Hill, Noah Karole • 180 
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Hillsborough. iMTi £10. SH 

Blrs TownBhln, McDonOUgb Co., 111. . 6Z 

Holder, John SOS 

Holland S2, 31 

Hood, 8. S GI 

HopklitB, (Dr.). ono of the reecuera 

of Jim any ( Nlssflr Jim) 69 

Horlon, (Mlac) LlTllui. Mlsalooary 

to Kor«i ** 

HoBB. (Blenop) B. G SI 

HOBSHck. Jobu. Born In Caledonia.. S8 
HoBHQCk. John. HolpB fugitive slave 

. Hoaoack, John. Hon. John Went- 

Lwortb, quoted on John Hoaiack 60 

^~- laek, John. Protects the fugitive 

— - Jim aray. Ca»e ol. etc. ..58-80 

__, .f Hanover ^'^ 

nBouse of Stuart **. '•* 

* BouBB Of Stuart. Covenanter whj a 
product of the despotlam of th« 

House of Stuart 41 

Howard. Reoords of the United 
States Suiirsme Court. Foot-note. .170 

Howie, Mallhew eS 

Howie, Roboil, Early aattler of Win- 
nebago Co., Ill B4 

Hudson, RldBely BT 

Hudson River IGS 

Hume. Charles, Earlr school teacher 

McDonou^ Co., Ill M 

Humiihrey Family » 

Humphrey. (Hloa) Qra«e 14 

Humphrey, (Judse) J Otla...l9. 2S, 14 
Humphrey, (Judge) J Otis. Short 

Sketch 13, U 

Humphrey, (MlM) Mary 14 

■ ■Bimiphrey, (Mies) Maude U 

^Bumptirey, O. a«ott 24 

■.Sumptirey, Ruth, (Mrs. Booth Grun- 
■r endike) 24 

Humphrey. Sarah Stocker 2S 

Humphrey, William 22 

**--nl, Jonathan, of Vermont tag 

Iter, (0«n.) David 48, T2 

lUngton, (Mrs.) Arthur 18 

It In Eton, Pa., State Reformatory 

cated In 81 

□n Indians 41 

I 
J»ervlll«. Post or, re-named New Or- 

~ leans 225 

^nl, (The). By Clark K. Carr..Sfi. SO 
ISIIlnolsan. Newspaper, F^ot-note. .10' 

Illinois and Michigan Canal 120 

121. 128. ISO. lliS, 1B4, IBl, 183, 1S4 
Ulinols and Michigan Canal. Dun- 
can. (Qov,) Joseph. Interest and 

work In behalf of 

129, 130, IGj, 154, lei, 184 

Illinois and Uichleaa CanaL Great 
factor in transportation during the 

Civil War 1E4 

Illinois and Hlchlean Canal. By 
James William Putnam. Quoted. 

. Foot-note 154 

L Illinois and Michigan Canal. Work 

■ "1, begun July 4, 181« 154 

ols and Ouabaohe ( Wabash ) 

hand Companies 

...205, 206, 207, 208, 211. 212 

_. nd Wabash Land Com- 
pnnle!!. Attempts to gain official 
ion to Its purchases 30S, 206 

and Wabash Land Com- 
panies. Hold lotnC session In 
*■'■■ leJphla, Nov, 3, 1778. 206 



Illinois and Wabash LAnd Company. 

Memorial of. Jan. I!tb. 1T97 208 

[Ulnols and Wabash Land Company. 
Memorial to Virginia Legislature. .205 

Illinois and Wabash Land Company. 
Memorial of, In American State 
Papers, Class VIII., Public Lands, 
Vol. II 208 

Illinais and Wabaah Land Company. 
Petition to the Contljiental Con- 
gieiBB, 178K 20e 

Illinois and Wabash Land Com pony. 
PeUtlons to the United States Con- 
gress, 17B1, 1797 and 1S04 20S 

Illinois and Ouabache Land Com- 
panies. Published sources to con- 
sult 207, 301 

IlUnoiB and Wabash Land Company 
HtrUfiglH for title SOT 

Illinois College, J aclCHOnv Ills, 111 

42, 44, 4S. 60. 66, 118, 175 

Illinois CoUeKe, Jaoluonvllle, 111. 
Pounded in 1833 48 

Illinois College, Jacksonville, III. 
(Gov.) Josepli Duncan, early trus- 
tee of 178 

Illinois Country. ..31. 34, 37, 7B, 188-211 

Illinois Country. Baynton, Wharton 
and Morgan. Bastem Merchants 
and traders In the tlllnois Country. ISO 

Illinois Country- British rule In 
17«E to 1T7S S4 

Illinois Country. British Troops 
occupy, 1766 18) 

Illinois Country. Carter, Clarence E. 
Great Britain and the Illinois 

Country, 1763-1774 202, 210, 211 

Foot-nole 209 

Illinois Country. Croiat, Antolne. 
Monopoly of the Commerce and 
trade with the control of, the 
"Ulinols Country" IS 

Illinois Country. Grata, B. and M. 
Company of Philadelphia. William 
Murray. Agent for 190 

Illinois Country. Included In the 
Quebec Act of June, 1774 208 

Illinois Country. Indian Titles in... 100 

Illinola Country. Indian Trade. 1768.189 

Illinois Country. Marks, Anne Bdith. 
William Murray. Trader and land 
speculator In the Illinois Country. . 
188-211 

Illinola Country. Merchandise stilpped 
to, from England. Character of.. 
194, 19E 

Ulinols Country. Wilklns, 
Col.) John. Brltlah ( 
Uiinols Country 182 

nilnola IntelllKencer, Aug. 19. 1826. 
Quoted, Foot-note 123 

Iliinoia Indians 246 

Illinois Land Company. Petition on 
behalf of, to the Earl of Dunmore, 
c'ovemor of Virginia. April 19, 
1774 202 

Illinois River 189. 205. 106 

Foot-notes 119, IS4 

Illinola State Adjutant Oenenil's 

records. World War. Baterence . . . IS 
Illinois Stale Agricultural College. 
growth und work 106 

Illlniils Stale Agricultural Develop- 
ntenl slntw the Civil War. By 
Dean Eugene Davenport 101-106 

tlllnolB SUlo Agricultural Press 101 
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Illinois Stato Board of Apiculture, 
founded and had its first show in 
1853 103 

Illinois State Agriculture, County 
farm bureaus 106 

Illinois State Agriculturist Associa- 
tion : 106 

Illinois State. Bancroft, Edgar A. 
"Illinois the Land of Men" 21 

Illinois State, Bank failure. 1842 154 

Illinois State Bank, robbery of 1841. 
Reference 165 

Illinois State. Barnet, James. "Mar- 
tyrs and Heroes of Illinois" 76 

Illinois State. Bateman and Selby's 
Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois. 
Foot-note 152 

Illinois State. Bateman, Newton. 
Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion. State of Illinois .• 48 

Illinois State. Bowen, (Mrs.) .Joseph 
T. "The War Work of the Women 
of Illinois" 27, 93-100 

Illinois State. Breese, Sidney. His- 
tory of Illinois. Quoted. Foot- 
note 256 

Illinois State. British Series. The 
New Regime, 1765-1767. See end 
of this volume. 
Illinois State. Cahokia Records, 1778- 
1790. Historical Collections. Vol. 
II, Virginia Series, Vol. I. See end 
of this volume. 

Illinois State. Cattle, horses, swine, 
domestic animals, 1860. Compari- 
sons later dates 102 

Illinois State. Centennial Memorial 
Building 15, 16 

Illinois State. Centennial observances 
by the Illinois State Historical So- 
ciety 20-22 

Illinois State. Child Labor Law. 
Reference 98 

Illinois State. Clark, George Rogers, 
Papers, 1771-1781. Illinois His- 
torical Collections, Vol. VIII. Vir- 
ginia Series. Vol. III. See end of 
this volume. 

Illinois State. Clark, (Rev.) John. 
Pioneer teacher and preacher in 
Illinois 47 

Illinois State. Coles, (Gov.) Edward. 
Life of, by E. B. Washburn. Re- 
print Illinois Historical Collections. 
Vol. XV., Biographical Series, Vol. 

I. See end of this volume. 

Illinoi.s State. Coles, (Gov.) Edward. 
Work in behalf of, education State 

of Illinois 117, 118 

Foot-note 117 

Illinois State Community Councils of 
Illinois. Reference 100 

Illinois State. Congregational Asso- 
ciation. 1899-1900 43 

Illinois State. Congregational Con- 
ference 52 

Illinois State. Constitutional De- 
bates. Historical Collections, Vol. 
XIV., Constitutional Series, Vol. 

II. See end of this volume. 
Illinois State Constitutions. Illinois 

Historical Collections, Vol. XHI., 
Constitutional Series, Vol. I. See 
end of this volume. 

Illinois State. Corn production, 1860, 
and 1910 102 
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Illinois State Council of Defense, 

World War 18 

See Mrs. Joseph T. Bowen's article 
on the War Work of the women 
of Illinois 93-100 

Illinois State. Counties of. bearing 
the names of men of either Scot- 
tish birth or blood 61 

Illinois State. County Archives of 
Illinois. Illinois Historical Collec- 
tions, Vol. XII., Bibliographical 
Series, Vol. III. See end of this 
volume. 

Illinois State. County Farm Bu- 
reaus 106 

Illinois State. Davenport. (Dean) 
Eugene. The Agricultural Develop- 
ment of Illinois since the Civil War 
27. 101-106 

Illinois State. Davidson, Alexander 
and Stuv6, Bernard. History of 
Illinois. Quoted. F6ot-note. .: ... 122 

Illinois State. Deaf and Dumb Insti- 
tution, located in 178 

Illinois State. Department of Public 
Works and Buildings. Foot-note. .154 

Illinois State. Duncan, (Gov.) Joseph. 
Interest in the Illinois and Michi- 
gan Canal 129. 130. 158. 154. 161 

Illinois State. Duncan, (Grov.) Joseph. 
Interest in the survey of the north- 
ern Boundary of the State 127 

Illinois State. Duncan. (Gov.) Joseph. 
Pleads the cause of the pioneers in 
Congress 11 5 

Illinois State. Duncan. (Gov.) Joseph. 

Work in behalf of education 

47, 48. 117-119. 151 

Illinois State. Early schools in, re- 
cords of. fragmentary 47 

Illinois State. Early settlers of 
Scottish birth 34 

Illinois State. Education and religion 
made great advances in. the de- 
cade 1830, to 1840 50 

Illinois State. Education. Public 
School Bill 116.117 

Illinois State. Edwards. (Gk>v.) 
Ninian. Foot-notes 122, 128 

Illinois State. Edwards. (Gov.) 
Ninian. United States Senator 
from Illinois 121, 122 

Illinois State. Edwards, Ninian Wirt. 
History of Illinois and Life and 
Times of Ninian Edwards. Fbot- 

notes 122, 128 

Illinois State. Enabling Act, April 
18, 1818. Centennial observances 

of 21 

Illinois State. Federation of Clubs . . 99 

Illinois State Fair 103 

Illinois State Farm lands in I860. 

In 1910 102 

Illinois State. Farm property value 
in 1860 101 

Illinois State. Farm property valae. 
1910 101 

Illinois State. Farm values 1860, 

compared with later dates 102 

Illinois State. Farmer's Institute.. .105 
Illinois State. Fergus Historical 
Series, history of pioneer days in 

Chicago and Illinois SO 

Illinois State. Fight on Slavery in . . 44 
Illinois State. Food Administration 
Department. World War 9T 
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PUnols Stats. Oener^ Asa e m L . ,. 
( Bot>ta In. tnor* or Ihw prominent 




Inola State. Ocneral Aai 
Setiats Journal. " 



mbly- 



Dec 5, J8JB. 

JniirnaL. lllSS-7. Foot-note. Ifi 

State. OUlwple. Joseph. Re- 

collMllona of (ftrly lUlnoIa nnl hur 

noted men. Foot-note II 

II no la StAl*. Governor's Letter 
Books. IgiS-lSII. 1810-1853. 

DUnula HlelorlcAl Collectlona. Vola 
IV Blul VII, executive SeHe«. 
~- ■ ■ anil II Ser end (i( Ihl!. 



[torlcal Collectlonft, Vol. Vtl. Foot- 

SInte. ' Hnmiuon. ' (Col!) 

r Alexander and Mrs. Hamilton vl«1t 

( In IBSS IS) 

.- suite. HiutU, N. DwIrIiI. 
Ilii'inry ot Negro servitude In Illl- 

^ aola BS 

BllnolH Stale Historical Colleotlone, 
T See list, end or thia volume. 
Dlnuis State HlBtorleal Cellerllons. 
I, Btographiea) Series. See end of 
rthlB volume. 

nUnote State Hlntoiicnl Collaetlona 
rBlbllaKrephli-Hl Serlen, Se* end of 



<t Ot IhiB 
■ Slate HlBtorleal Collections, 
II. Cahokia Records. IT7g- 
). VlrKtnln Serlea, Vol, I.J07. 30 
... aiNo end of this volume. 

Foot-note 28 

M^ols State Hlalortiral Collections. 
I SerieH. See end of 



s Slate Uietorlcal (ToUxillnnB. 
_ ... VIII. Oeorge RosvrB Clnrlt 

SapWS, ml-lTBl. Vlrellila Serleo. 
I SOS. a09. !18 

KiSae also end of ttila volume. 
^Unoia State Hlslorlcal Collections. 

F executive Series. See end of this 

t volume. 

. J State nialorlcHl Collections. 

ftJovarnor'a Letter- Books, 181S-lg«, 

I 1810-1153. Foot-nole IIB 

e niBO end of thle volume. 

JllnoU stale Bl<!iorli»l CollMtlons. 

r Xaakaskla Rroords. ITTt-lTSO, 

B Vol. V. VlrETlnla Series. Vol. H. . . 

[ . 211. 313 

t Bee also end of thle votunie. 



IlJInola 8tule Historical Cotleotloiis, 
Vol, XI, The New Reelme, 17»S- 
1T6T, Vol, II. Bi-itlsli Series. Poot- 

note SOS 

ere also end of this volume. 

lUlnolH Sinte Historical Library 

7. u, 18, n 

Illinois Stale BtstorlcBl Llbrnry. IMl 
of works on GeneolOK;, Also 

supplemental Hat S< 

See alHo end ot this voluni". 

Illinois State Historical Ltbrary Fuh- 
1 lea t Ions. 8m list, end of this 

minolii Stale Historical Society 

. . .£, B-IO. 11. IS, IC, 18, 10, SI. t1 
Zt. it. 2fi, IR, 27. SB, g«. 811. lOT, lOS 

IlllnolB SWte Historical Soolety. An 
appeal to the lUatorfCHl Society 
■nd general public ll-l! 

Illinois Slate HMorlciil Society. 
Carr. (Hon.) Clark E. President, 
lOOD til 19ia. rrealdent Bmerltus 
at the time of Ills death 86. 98 

nilnulB SiHle Historical Society 
Ontennlal of the State observanoee 
liy the Society iO-Zt 

IlllnolB Stnte Historical Society. 
Constitution 8-10 

Illinois state Hlstortcal Society. 
OcnenlDglcal CommlttM's rirporl. . 36 

Illinois State Hlatorlcal 8 o c < « I y 

Journal £3. !1. ii 

See also end of this volume. 

Illlnnls State Historical Society. 
Lift of presidents of the Socloty. . . SO 

Rlloola SUIc Historical Society 

Illinois State lilHtorical' So cVo ty 
Officers S 

IlllnolB State Historical Society. 
Papers read at the annuaj meeting, 
May !0. 1919 J9-*1S 

Illinois SUte HlstoHcal Society 
Publications, eee Hat, end ot thIa 

nilnolB Stale Hlatorlcal Society- 
Record of oinclal ProoeedlnES. 1919 
1»-*T 

Illinois SUIe HIstOriosJ Society, 

Weber, Jeaale Palmer. Secretary 

Illinois Slate Historical Surrey ot the 

University of nilnola IU7 

IlllnolB Stale Hoepltal at Anna. Itll- 

Illlnols Slale. llUnols and Ulchlsan 

Canal . ,. 120. 

Itl. 129. 1X0. 1B3. 154, lEI. IS3. 1S< 
Foot-notes 129, IGl 

IlllnolB Stale. Illinois In the Sleh- 
(■eiitlt Century. Ste end of this 

Illinois State. Imparting Company, 
hiBh cluBs cattle, etc.. IIGT |03 

IlllnolB Stute. Internal Improvement 
BUI. beCHmu a law, Feb. iT, 18S7..1E7 

lUlnolH State. Jones, Lotte B. De- 
cisive dBtee In Illinois History. 
Quoti'd SB 



t Clark E. Corr. . 

lols State Legislature. See Qcn- 

rnl As.sembly. 
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Illinois State. Lincoln-Douglas De- 
bates. Illinois Historical Collec- 
tions, Vol. III. Lincoln Series, 
Vol. I. See end of this volume. 

Illinois State. MacMillan, Thomas C. 
The Scots and their Descendants in 
Illinois 27, 31-86 

Illinois State. Marks, Anna Edith. 
William Murray, Trader and Land 
Speculator in the Illinois Country. 
27. 188-212 

Illinois State. Matson, N. Pioneers 
of Illinois. Quoted 37 

Illinois State. Militia Law, 1827 120 

Illinois State. Military Tract 53, 62 

Illinois State. Normal School, Nor- 
mal. Ill 52 

Illinois State. Outline for the Study 
of State History. Sec end of this 
volume. 

Illinois State. Panic of 1837... 158. 159 

Illinois State. Pease, Theodore Cal- 
vin, Editor, Centennial History of 
Illinois, Vol. 2. The Frontier State, 
1818-1848. Foot-note 121 

Illinois State. Pioneers of, from Vir- 
grinia. the Carolinas and Oeorgla, 
largely of Scottish birth and de- 
scent 34 

Illinois State. Pioneers of, Joseph 
Duncan pleads the cause of the 
settlers of small means, wlille in 
Congress 115 

Illinois State. Prairies of Illinois. . 
103, 113, 152, 158 

Illinois State. Putnam, (Miss) Eliza- 
beth. The Life and Services of 
Joseph Duncan, Governor of Illi- 
nois, 1834-1838 27. 107-187 

Illinois State. Raab, Henry, Super- 
intendent of^ Public Instructions, 
State of Illinois 47 

Illinois State. Reynolds, (Gov.) John. 
Pioneer History of Illinois. Quoted. 263 
Foot-notes ...228, 229, 269, 262, 263 

Illinois State. Saint Andrew Society, 
Scottish organization ..51, 71, 82, 83 

Illinois State. School Law 48 

Illinois State. Schools. Duncan Act 
of 1824 48 

Illinois State. Scotch Settlements in. 
£^60 Paper on the Scotch-Irish by 
MacMillan 31-92 

Illinois State. Scott, (Judge) John 
M. History of the Illinois Supreme 
Court. Reference 69 

Illinois State. Southern Illinois Nor- 
mal at Carbondale, 111 75 

Illinois State. Spanish-American 
War. Ninth Illinois Regiment 89 

Illinois State. Supreme Court 

56, 58, 65, 69 

Illinois State. Supreme Court, his- 
tory of. by Judge John M. Scott. 
Reference 69 

Illinois State. Supreme Court, 
"Scammon's Reports'* 56 

Illinois State. Teacher's Association, 
1917. Foot-note 117 

Illinois State. Temperance Society, 
early one. Reference. Foot-note. .178 

Illinois State. Territorial Laws, 1809 
to 1811, 1809-1812. Territortal 
Records. See end of this volume. 

Illinois State. University of Illinois. 

52, 68, 101, 106 

Foot-note 188 
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Illinois State. University of Illinois. 
Agricultural Department, Soil Sur- 
vey, etc 106 

Illinois State. War of the Rebellion 
Officers and men in, of Scottish 
descent. Reference 75, 76 

Illinois State. War of the Rebellion. 
Twelfth 111. Vol. Inf.. (First 
Scotch) 73, 76 

Illinois State. War of the Rebellion. 
Seventeenth 111. Vol. Inf 69 

Illinois State. War of the Rebellion. 
Nineteenth III. Vol. Reg 72 

Illinois State. War of the Rebellion. 
Fifty-flfth 111. Vol. Inf 61 

Illinois State. War of the Rebellion. 
Sixty-fifth 111. Vol. Inf.. (Second 
Scotch) 76 

Illinois State. War of the Rebellion. 
One Hundred and Ninth 111. Vol. 
Inf 75 

Illinois State. War of the Rebellion. 
One Hundred and Twelfth HL Vol. 
Inf 69 

Illinois State. Wheat production. 
1860. Comparisons with later 
dates 101 

Illinois State. Wlllard, (Dr.) Samuel. 
Brief history of early education in 
Illinois. Reference 47 

Illinois State. Winter of the deep 
Snow, 1880. Reference 16S 

Illinois State. Woman's Committee 
of the Council of National De- 
fense. Illinois Division 9S 

Illinois State. Woman's Trade Union 
League. Reference 98 

Illinois State. World War, collect- 
ing material on, important 

17, 18, 24, 25 

Illinois State. World War. See P«at»' 
on, by Mrs. Joseph T. Bowen. •'The 
War Work of the Women of Illi- 
nois" 98-100 

Illinois Territory 118. 126 

Illinois Territory. Duncan, Matthew 
Printer of the Illinois Territorial 
Laws, 1813 lis 

Illinois Territory. Pope, Nathaniel. - 
Laws of the Territory of Illinois. 
Pope's Digest 113 

Illinois Territory. Territorial Laws 
1809 to 1811. 1809 to 1812. Terri- 
torial Records. Bee end of thia 
volume. 
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